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COTTON AND SLAVERT. 


CHAPTER I. 

INTHODUOTOEV. — THE PKISEKT CIOSIS. 

The moantain ranges, the valleyB, and the great waters of 
Aiueriea, all trend north and south, not east ami west An 
arhitmry political line may divide the north jmrt from the 
south fmrt, but there is no such line in nature : there can 
be none, socially. While water runs downliill, the currents 
and iounter currt'iits of tnide, of love, of ctMisonguinity, and 
frllowHlup, ^ill liow north and south. The unavoidafale 
coiBiniuglings of the people in a land like? this, ujjon the con- 
ditiouh wijiis ibti hlavery of a jiortion of the population fan- 
pOHot, ihnkr it iKH^rcsssary to jx'act» iliat w<^ slumld all live under 
the same laws and n^pect the same flag. No govt?mment 
could long ouitrol its own people, no government a>uld long 
exist, that would allow its citizi*ns to lx? subji^t to such 
ijiflignitit^s under a foreign government as ihos*? to which the 
citizens of the United States heretofore have lx?en rtxiuired 
to sabiuit uiuler their own, for the sake of the tamquillity of 
the Soutli. Nor could the Simth, with its present purposes, 
live on t4‘ms of peace with any foreign nation, between 
whose jiaople and its own there was no division, except mch 
an one as might be maintained by means of forte, ftonlier* 
VOL. L B 
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gnarda and cnatom-housea, edicts, passports and spies. Scot- 
land, Wales, and Ireland are ciich much ImtUt adapkdi for an 
independent governnw^nt, and under an indep^udeni govctrn- 
ment would Ix^ ^ar nion^ likt*ly to live at jM^ace with Knglaud, 
than the South to remain {x^iweably sejmruled fnmi ih<^ North 
of this country. 

It is said that tbt* South ran never U* subjiigaUvl. It must 
be, or vvf ina^t. It must la*, or not only our Ameriran re- 
public is a failure, but mir English ja^tire aiul our Irnglish 
kw and our Englicih frmlom are kilun^s. This Stmiliini 
repudktion of obligations iij)on llie ri¥?ult of an eltTtiou is but 
a clcartT warning than we have hiwl kibre. that UieM* ciiunot 
hi mamtaimxl in this huid any longer in surh intimate as- 
sociation with sliiverj' its w*c have hiilierlo tri«tl to hojic llmt 
they might. Wo now' know that we must give them up, or 
give up trying to artiimmodate onrselvcH to wliai tJu^ South 
has declared, and demonstratCHl, to Im* tlw^ uecfmiixm of its 
state of society. Tliosi> nt'C^'ssitu^ would not h?«s. but, on 
tlie contrarji far more imperative, wem the south an inde- 
pendent {people. If the S*mth has mison to declare ilmdf 
indefiendent of our long-honourc^l conKtiintitm, and of our 
common court of our (‘omm«ui kw», on acei>nnt of a past 
want of invariable tendem^'as on the pirt of iwfa one <»f 
uui i<M^iirus iirt now long n>uia we cmicu- 

kto to be abb* to pn^rva onrsw‘lv<*ss fmm orcurrenece which 
would k* d(‘i*rawl to al>Ti»g«te tlic obligath^rw Of a mere treaty 
of peace ? A tn/aty of pesia* With the South m a foreign 
I>ow(T, would l)e a a>wanlly armiijtice, a aroed aggmvatioB 
and i>r(f!ongafion of war. 

Subjugtition ! I do not^ohe^oae tlie word, lait tidko it, and 
m it in the* only myrm in which it can be appliealk. Tlik 
k a Eepublic, and the Soiitli must wme under the yoke of 
freedom, not to work (ox na, but to work willi us, % equal 
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tenm^ mi a iwB people. To work wiiii ii»« for ttie ieemily of 
e gimto of society, the ruling purpose end faniieii^ of wlueh^ 
epite of all its heretofore, to the iiec^toce of fluTity ; 

spite of the hmmpwm foreign atemento wlikh tl line bei eofi* 
stonily to absorb and liieorjMifato ; spite of a str(»ng eletiiaEtt 
of excoiSiiiva baekwoocto mdiridoalism, has, beyond aJJ qumtion, 
bcm fiiivoarabie to sound and safo {>rogrm in knowledge, 
civilb^tion, iind Christianity. To tliia yoke Uie head of the 
South must now b? lifted » or w© must bend our n<»ckii to that 
of slavery, mm«mting and sulunitting, even more than we hare 
Im^ willing to do lieretofore, to labour and fight, and |«iy fiir 
the dir<» of a smali portion of our prjopie living in an 

exrejitioiial «toto of isiciety, in which Cowfw « fioema must 
not he read aloud without the precautions against the listen- 
ing of fiimily wervanto ; in which it may be trfattd as a crime 
against the public safety to teach one of tlie laboring classes 
to write ; in wlach the names of WillTcrforce and Buxtim are 
extwaU^ ; wiithin which the alarc tmdc is [H^rpn^uatixl, and at 
the capital of wbtjm' iv*b*lli<m, black fmmm b»m free, taken 
prisoners, in merchant shrpH, n<»t in anuM, aie c?ven already 
aoI«l into shivery with as little hesitatiou as even in Barhary. 
0n<» system or the other is t4> thrive and extonJ, and cTcmtually 
p<>eseiis aiid g*»vem this whole land. 

This lum Wm long felt and actifd upon at the South ; and 
the pnrptise of the more prudemt and coiiwnative men, now 
engaged in the attempt hi estahlish a new government in the 
&>nlh, wiis for a long time simply to obtain an advantap? for 
what was tolki^i of as ** nyonstruefiou miin»»ly, a process of 
change in the form and ruh’s of our p^vemment that would 
dim]nalify ns of the Fne States from offering any resktance to 
wluitover was demanded of our government, for tlie eml in 
ri«»w of the extension and eternal nmintimaxice of ilavery. 
Thai men to whom the terms prudent and conservative can in 
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any way be applial, should not liave foreseen that such a 
scheme must be unguceeasful, only presents one more illus- 
traticMQi of that, of which the jXK^ple of England have bad many 
in their own history, tlie moral Myopisin, to which the liabit 
of almost coiLstantly ltx)king down aucf never up at mankind, 
always pr^xliHjxm*^. That tlie true j>eople of the UniUxl 
States could liavt‘ allowtKl tlie mutiny k» prt»c<^xl so far, Ix^fore 
rising in their BtreiigtJi to rc^sist it, is due chietly Uj tl»e in- 
structive ndianet' wliich every' grumbler ntilly gt/ts ti> Imve 
under our fonns of w>cietY in the ultimate <v>nma»n-atuise of 
the grtat Kxly of the and to the inentlulity with w hich 

the rt^port lias Wii regarJftl, tlwt nlaveiy' lual maile such a 
vast diflerence ktwa u the chanicter of the South *ukI Umt 
of the country' at large. Ft w wt re fully ronvinecxl tliat the 
whole pnx't^xlingK id‘ tlu' insurgents mount anything eliMi^ than 
a more tlian usually Udd and st^andalous way t»f [}laying the 
game of brag, to which we had ken m long used in our 
|x>litics, and of which the ja^>ple of Eughuid had a Uttlu 
exjMTieace shortly k-fure the jaissage of a certain Ih^cimiBUL 
The instant effwt of the first »hothd-^m tiait was tired provt^ 
this. We knew then that we hail to subjugate slavery, or kt 
subjugated by it. 

Peace is now not pwil le until the jM)|>ie of tin St^ulh ara 
well a»nvinad that Uu* f^rm of society, totutny whkh hi tho 
osk^nsible pur|Kxe of tliC war into which tk v iaive lii«i 
plungtd, is not worthy fighting for, or until we think th#^ 
sovereignty of our auivictions d Ju4ice, Law and 

the coiiditions of (jvilizatiou in this km! to k of Im 'W^irth 
than the Ines and projK dy of our geot'iation 

brum the St. kiwreftc* to the Mexican (iulf, froadom 
must eveiywhere give way to ihc XH^w»itka of abvi^iy, or 
slavery must be accommodated lo the noeoisaiy incidonk of 
freedom. 
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Where the hopes end sympathies of EngUshineii will he, 
we well know. 

‘‘Tlie necessity to labour is mcompatiUe with a high 
civilmiion, iiud with liemic spirit in those subject to it.** 

**Tlie institutioii of Africeii shivery is a mcwns more 
effective than any other yet deriscid, for relieving a large body 
of men from the naoessity of labour; conse<f|uentIy, states 
wliich p(r>we«« it must Ije stronger in statesmausliip and in 
war, tlmn those whkli do not; especially must they be 
stronger tlmii states iu which there is absolutely no privi- 
class, but all men are held to W equal Wore the law.** 

“ Tlie civilked world is dejiendent upm tin* Slave Statoi 
of Amerkw for a supply of c«4ton. The demand for this com- 
moiiity has, during many ymrs, inen5a»ed foster than the 
sai>ply Sties are made of if, now. fi) ilie amount of two 
hnndre<l miUifitts of dollars in a ytar, yet they have a vault 
area of mnl t^uitable for its production which lias never Wn 
broken. With an enormous inaime, then, njion a sb^ily 
rising market, they hold a iHist idh* capital yet to lie employed. 
Huch a inoii0p«4y uiider such circumstances must constitute 
tliosc wiif it th«» richest and most jnowerful pe«^»ple on 

the earth. The world must liavc cotUrn. and the world 
ih |>etKls <*n them for it. Wlmtevcr they demand, tlmt must 
|» eom^edid them ; wliatever they want, they have but to 
atrekh forth iheir hands and take it/' 

These fallacies, lodged in certain minds, gunemtod, long ago, 
grand, ambitious, and Iwild schem4?is of ounpieat and wealth. 
The jwple of the North stood in tlie way <if those achemea. 
In the minds of the schemers, labtmr had \mn aasodatad with 
servility, mc'ekness, cowardice ; and tliey were pets uaded thal 
all men not degraded liy labour at the Kcttii ** kcft aloof 



6 


COTTON AND BLAVIRY. 


from politics,” or held their judgment in entire subjection to 
the daily wants of a working population, of no more spirit 
and no more patriotism than their own working men — slaves. 
They believed this whole people to be really in a state of de- 
pendence, and that they controlled that upon which they 
d^fiended. to a hitlierto vague and inert local jiariisan- 
ahip, they brought a purjKiso of doU^rmination tx) overcome 
the North, and, as tJiis could mit be safely avowxxl, there was 
the neccaisity for a <\)nHpimcv, and for the cloiik of a con- 
spiracy. By means the most mendacious, the ignorant, 
proud, jealous, and violent free jx>puktion of tlie cotton 
States and their df^peiidencies, wt»re jH‘rHUiidcHl that con- 
sidemtiou ms paid to their |H.diti(?al d<*mands tluui the im- 
portance of their c«»ntentment eiitithxl them to ex|>6ct frtmi 
their government, and were at length decoy «fd into a atote of 
angry pissmii, in whieli iliey only nwh^l leaders of auffieiaiit 
audacity to bring tlieru into opu relxdlion. AMUied that 
their own p)wer if used would lie supreme*, and thal they h^ 
but to offer sufficient evidence of a violent and dangemna 
determination to overawe the sonlid North, and make it 
submit to a nwustruction ” of iho nation in a form more 
advantageous to tliemselves, Uiey were artftilly UA afong in 
a consfont atlvanee, and constant failure of attmpta at in- 
timidation, until at length they must needs take {xart in a 
de«{>enite rebellion, or accept a posittfj^ which, affor the 
declarations they had raiwle for tlio pnrpoia ii intitnidatioii^ 
they could not do without humiliatioii. 

The conspirators themwhea hare, until recently, been idil©, 
either directly or by inipoaitions u|>on |mtrio4ic, Wt too con- 
fiding and generoua kiskuments, to amtrol the tomsury of 
tlie United States, its post-office, its army and navy, sti 
annals, workshops, dockyards and forkesiea, and, by the 
simple means of perjury, fa either tuni those agciieiai against 
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the government, or at least render them ineffisctnal to aid it, 
and this at a time, when its vety existence, if it were anything 
but a democratic republican government, and, as we think 
for all good purposes, by &r the strongest that ever existed, 
would have de|)ended on a perfect instant and unquestionable 
eomniand of tliem. Yet 1 doubt not that the conspiraton 
themselves, trust at this moment, as they ever have trusted, 
oven less to the supposed helpless oonditiou of the govmm* 
mcnt than to the supposed advantagm of the cotton mono- 
poly to tlie Slave States, and to the snpp<Med snpcriori^ of a 
community of privileged claeses over an actual dein(«racy. 

No ! you dare not make war upon cotton ; no power <« 
earth dares to make war upon it. Cotton a king ; until 
laUily the Book of England was king ; but she tried to put 
her screws, as usual, the fall before the last, on the cotton 
crop, and was utterly vanquished. The last power has been 
oonquensi : who oau doubt, th^ has looked at recent events, 
ilmt cotton is supreme 


These are the defiant and triumphant words of Goventor 
Hamia>*nd, of Sontli Carolina, addressed to Urn Senate of the 
Umt(*d States, March 4ih. 1858. Almost every important 
mail of the South, has at one time or other, uithin a few 
years, bfcu betrayed into the utterance of similar exultant 
autici]iatiuu.s ; and the Sontli would never hare been led into 
the great aud terrible mistake it has made, had it not been 
for this cuntident conviction in the miuds of the men who 
hare been {lassing tor its statesmen. Wliatever moial stroogth 
the rebellion has, abroad or at home, lies ohiedy in the &ct 
that this oonrictioD is also held, more or kas distinetly, by 
multitudes who know {lerfectly well that the oommouly assigned 
reasons for it are based on iidsehoods. 
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Beeently, a hanker, wIk) is and always has been a lo^ 
nnjnn man, said, commenting upon certain exjierieiice* of 
mine oumtod in this book: “The South cannot ht» |K»r. 
Why their last crop alone was worth two hundred million. 
They must be rich ; ” ergo, say the conspirators, adopting tiie 
same canJess amclusion, Uwy must be pwerful, and the 
world must fed their |)Ower, and rcajicct thesn and their in* 
stitotions. 

My own obserration of the real condition of tlie people of 
our Slave 8tat««, pHV<* me, on tlie contrary, an inipremiou that 
the cotton monopoly in some way did them more harm than 
good ; and, altliough the written narration of wliat I saw was 
not intended to s(tt this forth, upon reviewing it for the pre- 
sent publication, I find the imprewtion has lx<oom« a conviction. 

I propose here, therefore, to show how tije main Ixidy of the 
observations of the btKtk arrange themselves in my nund 
reference to this question, and alsoU> inqnirt? lam tar the con- 
dusion to which 1 think thiy tend is sulwiaiitiatcd by the 
Census returns of those States.* 

Cuming directly fn>m my farm in New York to Eastem 
Virginia, I was satisfied, after a few wix-ks' idvuTvatiiai, that 
the most of the jx-ople lived very pt>orly ; tl»t tl»e {Wop^ittioD 
of men improving tlidr omdHion was mncii less than tn any 
Kortbem oummauity ; and that the natural nwurecs c€ the 
land were strangely unused, w wcto used with fwior ceonomy. 
It was “ the hiring season,'' and I liad dwly cipiMortumtuM ^ 
talking veith fanneni, manntkrturm, miiMri, and khoaNCi, 
with whom the value d lalxuu- and nf w»gm was then tiw 
handiest subject of ttmversation. i soon |)«*Miived that hidxiur 

* I PwUy nftnt. OW Tuibii); Wariimfitw f« thit pmrfom. »• M tliM ib* 
return, of lb. of iWMj, are ant rrt wffirWtiUf rftllt»d and l« Iw 

girm to tlM- j«.bl:r. 1 bare tboaforo Ut to fall to.k Vlnto t»««re ' i' tfSO. Tlw 
lit* of iocreM of tiie dart {a-iiulatkai ia IW BMaatiroa it «tai«4 at fw erat. 
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WH Btodi moro readily dantfied and meMored with reference 
to its qiulity than at'^ Knrth. .The limit of meaeore I 
found to be ordmaiy day’s work of a “ prime fesbi-djaud,” 
end a prime deU-hmid, I found onireraaliy undmatood to mam, 
not a man who would split two cords of wood, or cradle two 
ncree of grain in a day, but a man for whom a “ trader ” 
would give a tlumaand doUara, or more, do take on Booth, for 
Halt! to a ooUon planter. 1 do not mean that the alternative 
of a sale to a trader was ahrajK had in view in detcnnining 
how a man ahonkl be employed. To he just, this seldom 
appeared to be the case — but that, in estimating the market 
vriue of his latmur, he was viewed, for the time, from the 
trader's point of view, or, as if the qaeatkm were — What ia he 
worth for cotfem ? 

1 t«ton ascertaiii«l<ttibst a much larger nnmber of hands, at 
ranch largrtr aggo^te wages, was cornnKmiy reckoned to be 
required to aceompiirii certain retmlta, than wtmid have been 
the (Warr at the North. Not all results, but certain ramha, 
of 11 kind in whk'h it hapiiened that I could most readily 
mi^> a conSdeiit oomparisiHi. 1 have been in Uie iiabii. of 
watching men id wtnrk. and of juiiging of their industry, tiidr 
skill, thuif S|^t ; in sliort, of wliatovt-r goes to make up their 
valne to tfeur empfoyera, or to the commnnity, as instruments 
I '■ jwviaction ; and from day to day I saw that, as a land- 
owner, or as a citisen. in a community largely comjsMed, or 
dependent upon the productive industry, of working people of 
80 (^ lialats and disposition as I constantly saw evinc^ in 
thow* of Virginia, I should fetd dishoartonod, and mysidf has© 
courage, spirit, and industry. The ckwe proximi^ of the 
better and clieeper labour — kbour seddng a fi(M irf taboar— 
whicli 1 had left liehind me, a^ed greatly to my interest in 
the subject, and stimulated close inquiry. It leaned, iiwbwd, 
quite incredible that there really covU be Mob a want of 
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better labour in this region as at first sight tliere appeared to 
be, when a supply wtis so near at hand, I comjmrid notes 
with every Northern man I met who had been living for some 
time in Virginia, and some I found able to give mo quite 
exact statements of personal experience, with wliich, in the 
cases they mentioned, it a)uld not lie doubted that lalKiurers 
costing, all things considered, tlie same wages, had taken four 
times as long to at'complish certain tasks of rude work in 
Virginia as at the North, and that in house service, four 
servants accomplished h3ss, while they recjuinxi vastly more 
looking after, tlmn one at the North. 

I left Virginia, having remained much longer than I at first 
intended, in trying to satisfy myself abtmt this matter — quite 
satisM as to the general fact, not at all satisfied with any 
theorii^ of demand and supply which had been offered me, 
or which had occurred to me, in the way of explanation of it. 

My perplexity was mcreased by certain apparent exceptions 
to the general rule ; but they were, all tilings comridered, un- 
important, and rather served as affording eontrasis, on the 
ground, to satisfy me of the correctness of my general con- 
clusion. 

I subsequently returned, and spent another month in 
Virginia, after visiting the cotton States, and I also spent 
three montlis in Kentucky and other parte of the Slave Static 
where the climate is unsuitable for the production of cotton, 
and with the information wldch I had in the moantiine 
ol>tamed, I continued to study })oth the question of ifict, and 
the question of cause. The following csonclusions to which 
my mind tended stronely in the first month, though I did 
not then adopt them altogether with confidence, were esta- 
blished at length in my convictions. 

1. The cash value of a slave’s labour in Virginia is, practi- 
cally, the cash value of the same labour minus the 
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cost of ii» traBsportation^ acclimatizing, and brealdng 
in to cotton*<*ulture in Missisnippi. 

2. The cost of production, or tha ditvelopmeni of natural 

wealth in Virginia, is regulated by the cost of slave- 
kbour: (that is to say) the competition white 
lalxiur does not niatenally reduce it ; ihongh it doubt- 
It^ has some effect, at least in certain districts, and 
with nd’orence h> certiiin productions or branchee of 
industry. 

3. Taking infants, aged, invalid, and viciote imd knav^ 

slavc?« into account, the ordinary and average ooet of 
a certain task of labour is more than double in 
Virginia wlmt it is in the Free States adjoining. 

4. Tlic use of land and nearly all other resources of wealth 

m Virginia is much valuable tluui the use of 
similar prop*?.rty in the adjoining Free States, these 
resources liaving no real value until labour is applied 
to them. (The Census returns of 1850 show that the 
sale value of farm lands by the acre in Virginia is less 
tljtan one-third the value of farm lands in the ad- 
joining Free State of Pennsylvania, and less than 
one-fifth than that of the fium lands of tlie neigh- 
bouring Frw? State of New Jersey.)* 

5. Heyond the bare necimties of existence, [X)or shelter, 

}K)or clothing, and the crudest diet, the mass of the 
citizen chm of Virginia earn very little and are very 
poi>r — immeasurably poorer timn the mass of the 
[> 0 Oi)lo of tlie adjoining Frtjo States. 

6. So far as Uiis poverty is to be attributed to personal 

constitution, diameter, and choice, it is not t^ mult 
of climate, 

7. Wliat is true of Virginia is measurably true of all the 

♦ S«e Appeodii, A li. 
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border Slave States, thongh in special mm the re- 
BiBionce of akvery to a competition of free klK>ur k 
more easily overcome. In projxirtion as this is the 
case, the cmwt of pnaluetion is hw, tlie value of pro- 
dnotion grtxihT, the comfort of the p(‘ople is greatc^r ; 
they are advancing in wealth m they uiv* in intelli- 
gence, whicli is the lx*??! fonn or result of wmltln 

I went on my way into th(‘ so-callcMl cvdton Stiih-^, within 
which I travelled over, first and last, at laist tlint' tljotimuul 
miles of n>ads, from which a cotton plant was to K* s<*<*n, 
und the people living f>y the «id«» of whi<*h ccTtaiuly liad not 
been made rich hy (\)ttc»n or anything els4\ And for every 
mile of road-side «[xm which I saw any evidence c»f cidton 
production, I am sure that I saw a hnndrKl of forest or wikste 
land, with only now and then an ai*n* c^r two of tM»ni half 
smothered in we^xls ; for eveiy rich manV hons<\ I am sum 
that I paosetl a diwn sliahln* and Imlf-funnsljed mttagi's, and 
at least a hundred <‘id)ins— men^ hovels, such as none but 
a poor fiirmer would bouse* his cattle in at the North. And 
I think that, for every man of refinement and etlucaiion witli 
whom 1 aune in contact, then? were a mxm or t«ro sujx^rior 
only in the virtue of silence, and in ifie manner of aelf- 
corapkcency, to the sort of }>eople we should <x|x»ct to fital 
paying a large price for a place from whrh a sight louM Im 
got at a gallows on an exismtioji day at the North, iy»d a 
much krger niimWr of wlmt jxx»r man at the Nortii would 
themselves (kiocrilie m {sx»r men : not tlmt they ware destitute 
ol certain things which ^arc (diaip at the ftrmfJbr - fuel for m- 
stance, — but ilmt they w<« almost wholly dimtilute of thingu 
the |>os»mion of which, at the North, would indknte tJmt a 
man had l>egtm to aix unmlate mpitid— more diwtituti of tlicfia, 
on an average, than our day-kbotireiu In ghort, ewp t in 



THE PBSSKET OE10IS. 


13 


cerimn limits diBtrkto, mere straiks by the sida of rivera, 
au(i in a few isolated spots of cwjiecially feivoured soil away 
fn)m UiaHe, I found tlie same slate of things which I had 
Bo*;»n in Virginia, but in a more aggTavat40d form. 

At loiisi hvo hundred whitet men told moaomething of their 
own liv4»i and fortunes, across tlwir own tables, and with the 
riM^nis of imssuring the weight of tln3ir words before my eyes ; 
atul I know that wiiite man seldom want an abundance of 
coeirne* foid in the aj>tton Htaim: the proportion of the free 
white men who live m well in any respect m our working 
cliiHscs at the N<»rih, on an average, is mnall, and the dtbseuB 
of the cotton Sinks, a« a whole, are p<K>r. They' work little, 
and that little, Uidly ; tliey liani little, tljey sell little; they 
buy littlf% and they Imve little — very Utile — c»f the common 
e<imf rt« and a>n»olati<»na of civilir^d life. Their destitution 
iH not material only; it k ititeitttrtual and it ia moral. I 
know not what viiiuis they have tliat rude men every where 
luiv<^ n<4 ; but tliowe which art* comiudnily atiriimted to them, 
I am sure that they lack : tliey are md generous or boa- 
pikible ; and, U) he plain, I must say iiiai ibinr talk ia mit the 
talk d ♦ \oiJ men elaewliert^ lliey boast and bek 

yet, when not exeikd. are liilbitually rem^rvod 
and gmirdtd in exprtsskms i»f opinion Mrry much iiko eowaadiy 
ru^n els'nvhere. 

But, much ccdlon k pnducid in ilat cotbm Slates, and by 
llut bbuir of t^mielxdy ; much adk»n is sold and amelxdy 
mild U* jwnd tor it ; there arc rich p<^)ple ; tliere are good 
mark' ts ; then? is hospitality, refinement, virtin , courage, and 
uibaiiity at thd Soutli. All this is provt rlibily true, Wlm 
pnxluc^'s the cotton ? who is jiaid for it? whesre are, and who 
arc, the rich and genth^ lasople ? 

I can answer in |)art at h^iiat. 

1 have been on plantationa on the MbsiMppi, the Bod 
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Biver, and the Bmzas bottoms, whereon I wa« aamired tlmt 
ten hales of cotton to eat‘li average prime field -hand had k*en 
raised. The soil was a jM>rfect ganlen mould, well clmintd 
and gtiankd by levt^(*s apiinst tlie fitxxln ; it w’lis admirably 
tilled ; I have seen but few Xortheni forms so well iilltxl : the 
labi>urers were, k a large degrH*, tall, slender, sine^^T, young 
men, who worketl from dawn U) dusk, not with sj»irif, hut 
with steadiness and ctuistaiicy. They had gixxl to<»Ls ; their 
rations of bacon and ci>m were brought to them in the field, 
and mten with efficient d<x*{wteh Ixdwtxm tlje ndtoii plants. 
They ha<l the l)est sort of gins and so situaU»<l that 

from themcottou halen <x>uld U* rollid in five minuti^s to gti^in’* 
boats, l»und dircx*! to the {M>rta on the giilf. Tla»y were 
superiutendtxl by skilful and vigilant ovemx^rs. Theses plan^ 
tatioiLs were* all forge, m forge m to yt^t (x>ntain much frc»h 
land, rea<iy to be worked as s<K>n as the cnitivafid fieJda gave 
out in fertility. If it was tnie tlmt ten Wes of cotton to tl>e 
hand liad }wn raiwxl on them, then tJitlr net pndit for the 
year }ia<l hvn, not less than two huiHlrtxl and fifty dedfors for 
each hand <*mj)loytd. Even at s<o'en lmh» to the hand the 
profits of cotton )>fonting tw enormous. Men who Imvc 
plantations produeiiig at this ruto. <wn well afltyrd to bw 
hands at foiirte*en hundred <hilfors a hrxal. Tliey cm even 
afford to employ micb hands for a year or two inehwriiig howl, 
ditching, levH-ing, fi ncing, ami other * prc^[«araOTV work, 
bu}ing, meantime*, all the eom and bii'Oiwn they nml, and 
getting the Wt kind ♦>! t*r>ofo and calilc, and |WTing fifteen 
jier cent. annum ink^rM on af! tlic empititl risjuinwl for 
this, m many of them do. All tliia can lii'* well affbrdixi to 
establish nf*w pfontotiems fuvouiBbly situatol, c»n fresh j*oiJ, 
if tliere is a rcxisouable profoibility iimt tliey can afk*r all 
made ki pnxlure half a dr^mi iwven-ljalo And a grtwt 

many forge plantations do produce seven bdas to the liand 
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for years ia succession, A great many more produce mrm 
liales occHsioimlly. A few produce evm ten bales occasionally, 
though by no means as ofUm as is reported. 

Now, it is not at a lioinan lotkdry alone that one may see it, 
hut till over the world, where a few very large jjrixiw are 
pritmiscd and many rery small ones, and the nimilicr of 
tickets is limited ; tlj(!«c are always sjieeulated on, and men 
will buy tlicm at tliird ttud fourth hand at prices whk;b, it ia 
asebsis to demonstrate to them, must be extiavagfUit. They 
go to the Je\s’s axid pledge the clothes on their l«ick to get 
au<*thcr hiacchi to invest ; tliey beggar theim«dv«fs ; they min 
their fainila^s ; tliey risk daniuaiion in their {mssiouate eager- 
Ui lmv(‘ a chance;, when they know [perfectly well that 
the average of ehautics is not worth a tithe of wlmt they must 
pay i *f it. 

The iirfisa <jf knd on which Cidton may lie raised wiUi profit 
is practically limitleim ; it is eheap ; even the Ixant laud is 
chcvip ; hut to the largi^ planter it ia much more valuable 
when held in largt jmrcels, for obvitma maisms. tluin wiien in 
smail ; auuNi'^ju* iitlj tlie licsi land am hardly Ite oltiainetl in 
anuii irsiiciiS or without tJa* uw of a auisxieniblc capital. But 
tiicie uTf of m m of land yet untoucht^l, which if 

lfvVf‘i\l aii*i tlxmneil aiul fcnotsl, and widJ cultivat^J, might lie 
Ji ' le to pritluce with go<id luck m?vtn iw nioix^ Imlw to the 
hand, It wnuki a««t auupanttively Utile to umimplish it — 
(me lucky m^p would repay all tbe(mtlaY for UukI and imj^rove- 
mchts— if it were iH*t for “ the hands. * Tlie supply of liands 
is liiniU^L It d(s« not increase in the ratio c f the incraiae 
of the action demand. If c(»tton should ilouble in pria^ uexl 
year, or lecojne worth its weight in g^dd, tlie number of 
negroes in the I niti^l StaU'S would not increase four per 
cent. unltHw the Afriam slave-lmde were re-estahlishal. Now 
step into a dmlers jail in Memphis, Montgomery, Vicka- 
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burg, or New Orlcsaiis, and you will hoar tbe Memno of the 
cotton lottery crying bin tickets in this way: There « a 
cotton nigger for you ! Genuine ! Liw)k at bi« toe« ! Look 
at hm tingera ! Then' « a jmir of leg« for you ! If you have 
got tile right nile anti tbo rigid sort of oveimw, buy liini, aial 
put your trust in I'njvitlence ! He's just m pHul for ten lulled 
m I am for a julej) at eleven o clock/’ And thia ia just m 
true astlmt any nani^'d borae is surt* to win the lh*rhy. And 
so the })rice of good laKiurei's w cx*nstantly gjunldt-d up h» a 
p)int, \vheR\ if they produce ten Imh's to tlie luuitb the pur- 
cliastU' will be as fortunate as he wiu> dmws the high f^rbe of 
the lottery ; wiiero, it' they pr<>luc(^ wven Lih^s to tlie hand, 
he will still lie in luck ; where, if toU or wt»nii, or tltKxls, or 
untimely niias or fnmts occur, retlucing tJie crop to one or twr» 
Liles to the hand, as is often the cas<*, tJie jmrchast^r will liave 
drawn a blank. 

That, all things comsidertHl, the value of the lalxmr of slaves 
does not, on lui avenige, by any nimns justify the pricct jiaid 
for it, m eom^tantly asscTU*^! by the planters, and it L true. 
At least L^vond qiustion it is tnie, anti 1 think tliat I have 
shown why, that there is no diiliculty in finding purehiiherH 
for all th(‘ gtxxl slaves tliat cun h* got by traders, at price's 
considerably more than they am worth for the pnKliu'tion of 
cotton vmW ordinury eirntm^iamm. The supply lieing 
liiuitcxl, thost^ wh*) grow tu)tton on tl;e moat pniductive soils, 
and with the grejitest advantages in all other rtjspcxds, not 
only am uflbrd to jwiy more than otJiers, for all the slaveys 
whicli can be brought into market, but they are driven to a 
niinoiis a»m|>etition among theinsidves, and slavcss thus get a 
fictitious value like stocks “ in a comer/’ The buyers indecid 
are often ‘‘ cornered/’ and it is only the rise whieli almost 
annufilly has occurred in the value of cotton tbnt hiis hitherto 
saved them from general bankruptcy. Nearly kll tbe large 
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planters carry a hcwy lead <if debt from year to year, till a 
lucky crop isomcideiit with a xim in tibe prkse of cotton relieves 
thetii. 

Tiie whole nuni W of alavrs engaRiMl in cotton cnlitire at the 
(k'liauB of 1K50 waa ri’ckoned 4*y I>e Bow to be 1 ,W)0,(M)0y^ the 
cn>p» at 2,4(%000 l«de«, which k a bale and a third to each 
hem! of »ikviiw. Tins w'as the largest enjp between 1846 and 
1 8o2 . Otlier things U*ing eqmU, for reamm alrmdy indicated, 
th<? smallex the estate of alavi^a, the leas ia their rate of pro- 
duction {XT head ; and, as a rule, the larger the slave ii^tate the 
huger i» the jmiduc'tion [mt hi«d. The nurnljcr of slaves in 
cotton {dantationa held by owners of fifty and upwards is, 
as nixirly a« it can he fixed by the CinsuK returns, 420,000. 

If these jjnduee on aji average only two and a half bales 
jK*r larad (man, woman, and child), and double this is not 
e3tlnM>nliiiary on tlie large plantations of the South-W’cst,t it 
haves an average for the snmller plantations of seven-eighths of 
a hale f>er liead. Tliost^ plantations are mostly in tlie interior, 
witli long haulage and Ixaitage to market. To Uie amali 
phintiT in tlie interior, his a^Uon cn>p does not nRlize, aa an 
average plantation price, more than st'ven nta a pound, or 
thirty dollars the bole.j Tliose who plant cotton in this 
sniall way usually rake a cn»p of mrn, and Kuue little else, not 
luotigh, tnhi tJie couiitr)^ through, one ytar with another, to 


• jaI p, C*4. 

f X*»iU Umlhm, ct>lt«m nienhAnfi of Nrw (>r)<4»Ai)8, th^* piijQ 9 > 

c»4li«cl<»r« of infoimwiwn itiiout the cotton crop in the stiile, in a 

nxent ittcnlttr, tha mnuj of the Mnss-iMippi cotton plniitAtnmt h'^t yt^r, iiU»^r an 
extiaor'»liu«ry feitihKtng fk»oii, |>rfM{ucei{ mxteen Iwlw to the hiittii. The »’aTes on 
lhe«e pianUUiotui heinj;; to a tni]|<;e extent pidketl luttvis, ii» 1 elae where show, the 
pitKiuitioii ):)K*r head waa fuilj eiij'ht batea. 

J In a cai-eful nrticlt in the Amtin »ix ami a qumitr neat* in 

given M the average net piw of aSton in Texas, The small phintera, having no 
giiis or pre«»e$ of their own, usuatiy Have their cotton prepared for nuuket by 
laige platilm, idr which servioe they of coume have to |my, 
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gapplj thenMielvw ami lljoir slavii? with food ; fortoinly not 
more than mongh to do so, on an avoi%^o. To tiiia ty 
Southeru apricultimd jx>riiRlimls fr^piiiitly tivtily. Tiny 
genesrally r»uH€» aotliiii;; /or mlt\ hut «*t4t4>n. And of tN4ii»« 
thoirsaJr, as h't n shown, ainounhti in IH tS*-” a fiivourahlo 
year— to Ji^ss than thr v»!«i* of twonty-fivo dollars fur (uch 
akve, yoiin^' and ohl, whirh thoy Imd kept thnmji'h iho ymr.^ 
Dixluctin;^ thi^w wlu* hold slave's <»nly its domestic s«n*vaiits 
fmin the whole nimiKT i>f slnvtholdm return«l hy the 
(VuKtis. mon‘than half t‘f all the slaveladders, am! fully ludf of 
all the cotton -sellers, own earh, Jiot iinm* tlmn »me family, on 
an avera^^e, of five sla\e8 e>f all a^»s.t Tlie ordinary totiil 
cash imnuiit , then, in time of jM*a<*e, of fully half our coftem- 
planters, canimt nckoneel at nu»re thmi oiii‘ humlntl and 
twenty-tire dedlars, or, in e ^tniordinarv veiirs, like the last, at, 
say, om* hundn-el and fifty dollars. From this tlmy imist 
punlmse* what# ver < l<»thinLi: and other n^wsimi-s they rKpiire 
for tlie ymrly snpjdv of an }4verH;;»e of more than ten j^erwioiia 
(fi%’e whifi-s and five slavv*hl, as well as ohtiiin hiols, mfrlianica* 
w'ork and mat# rials, and w hat4‘ver Ls nece«Hary for c’arryinji? on 
the work of a jdantation, usually of stmie laimlnul arr<#,J 
and must yet stive enouj^^b to pay the fi^’« of d^rtors, cleri^y, 
and lawyers, if they };4ive had <M‘casif>n to employ tkm, and 
their county and state tar*»s (w will my notiung of the 
edncaticai of their elultiren, nr of ueentnuintaais for tlie war 
evjs^nmis of the ri»nf<*4jefiit!un). My ei|jerience of 

tlia style of living of the greati^r nurtdMr of r*»4Win'f.hintori» 

# 

• hnxtf l-w imwh utA Os# twt W % 

mnr<* Jo }»j but o-*" <»! iikm aIhsiimi tr <!>« 

ill ih# iiw^Antjsw' h»* iH' fv’i'sw'i'l tn 
t IVtn'Ut , r- 

^ ♦ Ihx* oi in liwcIw'Haf »a4 

“ pat* Im rf jiw- n i mtvp { p. 170, C* i V. CwltOtt 

planUtiotti ai'«- mi gsntiultjr Irm thwi iiM 
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me k) think thi« not an mifiihr oatimata. It ia mamlj 
«jK)n till? official rctum« and calcnlationji of the United 
Stak^aOnHwaof hy Mr. I>e IJow, a h^ing 

find it asmini#^ riotltiiig which i« not concrded in 
tlic article on cotton in liia Ikm^ximm of tlie South- A 
majority of Qnm* who wdl the Litton crop of the United 
Staten mmi k* niwndJy pKir — jioorer than the iiwyi>rity of 
oiir day-latimir»*n* at the North. 

A airnikr calculation will indicate ttuit the planters who own 
on an avcnij:i‘ two alave fainilii*a esirh, can w*ll a<art‘ely more 
tlijin thrc*i‘ hundri^l dollarn* worth of cotton a ymr, on an 
iivr^ igo ; which al#«i^i cntin.dv with my olf^rf^rrationH. I 

have many a w(»rkman'H hnlging at the North, and in 
Kn;:!f«nil too. where th<*re wm dotihle th** arnonni of luxury 
that I ever «ww in a re^ilar oitloii-pkiik^r a houw* on planta- 
tions of tlmr cahiriH. 

The next claw of which the (Vnsu« funiklnw m mr^ana of 
cvustiidering ?«i*paniteh , are planters whoft<* f<kvii« occupy, on 
an avemgi?, wwen cahin**, hidgint! five m an average, 
including the hoiiiw' r«iTvantM. agi^l invalidn. amt fhi!drc*n. 

aTcnge iTioune of pknk'ra of thk clanw. I rei'kon from 
aiinikr dota, to k> htinlly rnori' than that of a private of the 
New York Ml tni|K>htan Polici’* FonT. It i*i douMle«« true 
fliat ei*fUm in cultivah‘<l profitahly, that k to asiy. mi m k> 
pOHltice a fair rate of interi’^t on the eapita! of tin* pknk^r, on 
many phuitationa of tliia claaa ; hut thk ram lianlly k the ciiae 
on an average, all ihinga c*»imidered. 

It la not m with many plaiitaliom of the wxt krger vhm 
even, hut it would apia^ir to k ao with tlsrmo on an average ; 
that k hi miy, where the quartera of a eotlon plantation 
mimkr half a aeora of cahina or more, vrliich metlifK) of 
cl^ification I uae that tmvellera may ibt' more readily lecaU 
their obaarvationa of the appaaraneo of such plantalicuifi, wkn 

€ 2 
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I think tlmt thoir recoil wtions will cx)nfinn tlie^e calcnktions. 
There are usually other adviuitagee for Uie cultivation, cleaning, 
pressing, shipping, and diijpoeing of cotkm, by the aid of 
which the uwtut obhiins a fair return fiu tin* c*apital invwtiHl, 
and mfiy \>e t«> live, if he knows how, in a imKlerately 

comlbrtiible way. The wbide nunuljcr of Hlavehold«»r» of this 
large class in all the Slave States is, according U> r>e Ih)w s 
Compendium the (\»nsus, 7 ,U 29 , annuig whieii are all the 
great sugar, rice, and tidxu'Co-plaiiterH. I-aiss than seven 
thousjmJ, wrtaiiily, are txittoii-planh'rs. 

A large inajt^nty of them* live, wluni they live on their 
plantations at all, in districts, aimwt the only white }K>pu- 
lation of which omsists of owTu rn aisi oveim*t»rs of the same 
class of pliuihitiens with their <»wn. The near#*Ht otlusr whites 
will be minv sajid-hili vagiiUuids, generally miles away, 
Ik tween wheni and tlom* planters, intercoum* ia neillier iftti* 
tmie nor friendly. 

It is hardly woriii while to huikl nmeh of a bridge fcf tlie 
occasional nst* of |p*o faiailu*s, even if they ate rich. It ia 
less wortli while to go to much jwiiris in makiiig mx iniliHi of 
goisl r<iad fi»r the urn* of tlnm* fkiniluis. A sclMiol-hoUie will 
hardly W built for tie* children uf six rich nwu wIki will all 
live on an avemgt* six mih?s away /nun it. while private tutoia 
or govt‘mess<*s am Ur j>aid I a* tin* «armngii of a single fieM- 
haud. If iwal and flnt*uey can U^ 01*10110*1! in a pitsaclier 
coming m‘C 4 iriorudly witfnn rifiM'h, the ifiteri ,?!4 on the emt of 
a tMlerahle e«lucration m not likely to Ui ofton jmiii all who 
wotdd live within half a dajpSi* journey d a house of woiwliip, 
whieli can U* hiiilf inywbere in the midst of a diatriri of 
Urge plantalirrm. It U ik 4 nitwmry to multiply iJhisiiiilhmii 
like tlem*. In short, then, if all the wmitii prodiuc »4 in a 
certain dislrict is ayiscentmtal in th#! Imnde of a few maiQi 
living remote from each otlier, it may pmUy bring to Urn 
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diiirict comfortable houai:^, good aorvantsB, fine winea, food 
and furniture, totora and govemanMea, Ikumj#! and emriagcii, 
for iheao few men, but it will not bring tliither good n«afl« 
and bridgesH, it will not bring thitlier «iw!h maana of <dncation 
and of cirilixed comfort aa are to \)e drawn from lilmiriea, 
eburcbw, miwwiuma, gardena, tbeatraa, and aaia^mWy rooma ; 
it will not liring thither b>cal newM}m|ierR, telcgmpha, and ao 
on. It will not bring iliithor tliai «ubtk‘ force and discipline 
which of the myriial rolatioiiB with and duties to a 

w<»Il“f‘on!ititutod eomnniinty which every nnunlsT of it i» 
daily ext-rcirting, and which is the naiaml unseam c<»mjs/nHatk>n 
aJi ! complement of its nion* obvious c<mstrainta ami incou- 
veuif iuw* lliere is, in fact, a vast range of advantag^^ whkdi 
oiir civilization lni« niad«* m common to uh tliat they are 
hardly tliought of. of wbicJi the jia»ple cf the S^iuth are 
da^titiite^ They chif dy come fnun or conmvt witli acts of 
coH>penitiun. or exchaugi*s of s<»rvic* ; they an* thtwfore 
only in comintnutiea, am! in communities wlaw a 
large jm»}>orU*»n of tie* jve^iple have pndiiahle <mploYm«mL 
Tia*y grow, m fad, out of employments in winch tlie }>eopleof 
the c^mnnuniry «tt^ as^»ciat4sl, or whielt they constantly give 
to arid ro^^ire Inuu one an<»ther, with profit. The alavw of 
the Swmth. though ofti n living in eommnniies ujnm plan- 
Utbns tail to give or nwive tliesc adMUitagw Usraim* the 
profits of their laKeir are not disiiihutal to them ; the 
whiten, from not engaging in pmfitable employment. The 
whiles an* not engagml in profiuhle employment, layiiuae tlie 
vault of the advantages of capitfeil in the application of their 
lalKuir, imlcjam lenily of the alreiuly rich. t^*ndi**m tlw? pnnapec- 
tive rcHult of their labour «o aniall that it ta inoperative in 
most, m a motive for exertmg themselvaa further than ia 
iKHswfiarv to prmmn? the bare meana of a rude «ul»iiidenc!«» ; 
also iMMjauw cximmon labour is ao |>oorly rewarded in the caae 
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of the slaves to n.ssunjo in their ininilH, aa it must in the 
minds of the thtims4dvt*8, a hateiiil aajwt. 

hi the late <w t of tnitsoa of the nsnqH'rs of goveniment in 
Louisiana, the ctaumtTeiuI demand whicli inducts a imin t4i 
to work is (‘Oiisitlenxl to \n^ tH|uiviiJent to alavtTv ; and the fear 
tliat the eKH.‘tion of LineiJn, bv its tendeney hi ojam a way 
for tluM‘nuau*i}»ntionof thenetjjriHv, may hiid oy ton nn'ensily 
for the to go io work, i< gmvtdy set fortli jis a justi- 

fiaUion for tin* surrender of the State to tin* eoUHjiiniey. 
Thus: 

Fully eonvineitl as wt* arc* llmt skverv • • • • • 

leavt-s to the Wur/r ii more eonsidt ntMe sum of 

(xunfurt, hajijdni'ss, and hl'^u’ty than tlie iin'XoruhJe htbuir 
n*i|uintl from the fn/»* Mrvaiits of the whoh* nniv«*r>s\ and 
that meh i nmneijiatuui of an Afrinin, ^\ilhout Lung «if any 
Luielit to him, weuld iiecessiinly mn /o »lavt iy oxxB of 
our own raee, etc." 

To work in‘lu>triou>Iy and htniddy, I'spiridly uiuhT diroe- 
lions fnuii aindher man, i<. in the Smthern tongue, ki work 
like a nigger and, from ehiidlan*!, tin* one thing in their 
cxuiditiun which has imidt* life valuable h» the m%m of wbik*€ 
has Lu'U that the niggers are yet ihtur udeiion*. U ta thin 
habit of considering tiiene^dvm of a }>n\ilegisl 4 him, awl rtf 
disdaining H*mK*thing which they Ihuik bcutealli them, tlwt it 
dfunnrd to L> the chief bitting of slaver} . It is tennf*il ** high 
tone/’ ** high and is aiijipuifeed to give gri^git milibirv 

advantage's t</thosr* who (>ussi*f3»'4 it. It /fiotikl givewlvantiigea 
of Home ^irt, for its diwivantegi^i ait* iiKfXkmssdbly gttat, 

Ihit if the jHKir whili^ wore ever mi mdustiuntsih dmjaKm^, 
the rieh jdankT has a natuml distimtt* to tatr'liange aiiaobtt* 
for partial authority <iver the iiiatriiiwrfijlii by which be 
achievcH his purjume ; and the tTUjdoTifjcnt of awl »!av# 
labour togetlier, ia almoat as difficult mi working, under iha 
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same yoke, an nnbnfcn horn* and a docile ox. Again, how- 
iiVDV r(»pugimut it nwiy 1)0 to the Belf-egU*em, and contrary to 
the lialiitH of the rich man to treat liis lal)OurerB witli reH|S5d, 
he lujw to do it when employing white men, from motives of 
wif-iiih rest wlikh lift l>elow tlie Biirilicc, and he cons4M|Bmtly 
Imhitoally hvoMs arranging his aflairs in atich a way aa will 
make it niH’esmp?’ for him to fiflcr tln^in employment. 

It may la* said that on the hiore pixifitiihle wtkm planish 
tiuas, where little is raise^l i*Xivpt cottfiii, suppliw for the 
iiiaiutoiuinee of the slaves, aial for carrying f»ii the work Of 
tin pliUitation, nre hirgely twmght, which are niim^^l eWwhere 
at the S*>uth ; and tliut tlais** who sujjply th* conanodiikfi, 
thw rei|niri»«! by the c<»tk>n-plant<fr, draw* fnmi his profits 
whi' h are thus dhlrihiikil thnaighout tie: S<»uth, even to tlie 
non cottAm-pmlunng Static, the ja^»ple of wliicii are thns 
enncletl. As far m aU artiehin are ivmcerm^l. in the 
dti ‘tjou of which lal>uur is a fHnnjmrntiv<*!y muinjsirtant item 
ot mules for instan(*e. and in M*rtain circumstaiut's, 

vnthui iWtain limits, swine,- this is Uue. Ihit thm^ ait? of 
small It is constantly as^niintl hy ut'urly all 

writeis m ilJisf mihjivt, tliat the khair direeUJ to the culti- 
vation oi Indian <'orn f<^r the iinx^ssary sustenance of slaves 
engagfi^l ui cotkm caltun*, must h^ just m jirofiUilily dircckd 
as tf .1 were devutixl to tlw cultivation of txUion itwelfi This 
h not true, although tiie »S4mthem agri^ltltunil jounmh, and 
to a large latcuit our luitioiial agricultwt* jnejxirta, Imve for 
years h'en a^«suming it to l>c wo. It ia fo'^picntly spoken 
of, uaieed, m a mystery, that the cotU»n-plaiitein» cannot he 
iiiduix*d to raise the fiaxl riHpnBxl l>y ilk ir force. The rc«ison 
of it IS a very simple one ; namely, that m the cultivation of 
CAini tlieir hihiur must (xune into com|)c^tition with the bm 
lahuirof tlie Korthem StaUiw, aa it does not in ilm piodndioii 
of cotton : anj} the com-nuaers of the Northern Slave 8lilni| 
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witiiout enjoying any monopoly of pnxi action, like that of the 
cotton-raisers, have to ahare with these, all the manifold 
inamvenioiices which rt^ult from tlie scarcity of gtK>d work- 
men, and tlio m‘ceasar\' concentnition of all Uie efTwtive 
working forct^ of tlio coimtrj', liinitc*d as it is, apm the one 
ptir[K>se of getting cottom 

The iiiterestvS of the owners of all mil in the Slave Stakes 
which is not ailapted t<» endtoA caltu^^ and of all capihd not 
engmge^ in cotton culture, or in supplying a!aY<« for it, are 
tlms injure*! hy the demaiul f«»r c<itton, they Iwdiig, in fact, 
forcv^l to W eo-jmrtners in an assianatiun in which tla y do not 
share the profits. 

And as to wluit are commonly ealh'il the (’otton States, if 
we assmne tliat cotton cultivation is profitul>ie only when' th» 
pnxluetii>n is efjual to two Iwh's for each slave eniployod, it 
will 1)0 seen that wherever the land will not yield as much aa 
this, the owner i>f it sutTei's all the dismal van tagt^ of the 
dirticulty of getting g«H)d lakairers as much m the owner of 
the knd which pnRlnr4*s s*‘veu or ten IjhIch U) the hand, 
although none of the pn^tiis of supplying the cotton deiaand, 
w'hicli gives this f^xtniordinar)^ price to laln^nr, oome to him, 

Ac<x>nling to the ( ’iuisus,* the whoh* crop of mtii n m pro- 
duced on 5,000,000 Hcrf«. It could bo proflnml, at the 
rate comuKui on good Soiith-w-cst^fm plantations, on 1ms than 
half tliat artra. The n»st of the land of ti>c Hlave Htatea, 
which amounts h» oy«t 500,(»(HtriOO aerm, is ciaKlcmnah so 
far as tlie tendencim I have iiwiimti’d are not overweighed 
here and there by some sfKsnal advantagm, to non-cultivation, 
except for the hand-hvmoBth supply of its p6f>ple. And this 
is tnic not only of its agrictiltural but of all other of its 
resources. 

That for all practical purposes tliis is not an Oixaggcnited 

• 176 * 
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BtaiShment m clearly enough ahowii by tiie diffarence in the 
inarketi value of land, which aa officially given by Do Bow, 
IK, notwiiliHtanding the extniordinary demand of the world 
ujKUi tljo cvitfeon land, lietwc^en four and five hundred f>er cent, 
higher in the Free than in the Slave Sti^tea, the frontier and 
unHetthnl iliKtri<’tK, Tejam, California, and the territories not 
Unog ciinsiden^. 

One of the grand em>rK, out of which this ift)ellion lias 
greovn, caiue from su{)iK)«ing that whatever nonrisht'S wmlth 
and giv«^ jNiwer to an ordinary ririlize^l community, must 
coiumtuid m much for a Hlavrv^holdirig eommmiitj*. The tnitli 
luiK (kV^-rl<H*k<Hl tliat the atTiimulation wmltli ami the 
j>owcr t»f a nation areouiiiiigcnt not mendy uj¥»n the primary 
vfihic of tJu‘ KtirjduK of pnaliictions of which it lias to diKjx w, 
but vi'jT largely ii|>on the way in which the incr»me frrun 
itKKurphrK IK fliKiributotl ami nunvf^Kti^l. Ijid a man l*c*almit 
from iJlm*iKt any jMirt of the North twenty yc^rs, and he is 
stnidk, on his ndtinj, liy what w’c call the imprf»vementK 
which have imle. Ih^tter luiildings, churchew, Kchoid- 
houKtw, milla* railnmdK, 4*tc. lii New York city a!«»m% for 
iuKtajiee, at hwst two hundnd millionn of dollarK Imve k^en 
n*inve«tel rm^rely in an imj^rovetl houKing <»f Uie fwple; 
h\ kl>our-savifig machi!ier}\ waterworks, gasworks, etc,, as 
m ch more It is not difiicnit to k#^* wlnw the pn>fits 
of our iminnfjiilim'rs and merchantis an*. Again, go into 
the (^uuitry, iind then> is no end of sulsstantial pniof of 
twenty years of agricultural prt^Kjwrity, md almu* in roads, 
cimalK hridges, dw^idlingn, Imnin and ft*ncx»K, hut in k^oks and 
furnitim*, and gjinlens, and pictures, and in the kdter <ln»sK 
and evidently higher (Mlucatiou of the |H*oplo, But where will 
the retuniing tniveller wh* tlio a<?eumulab^ cotton profita of 
twenty ymrs in M isKissip j)i ? Ask the cotton-plantar for tlieni, 
and he will point in reply, not to dwellings, libraricss, churches, 



26 


COTTON AND SJLAVKKT. 


8chool-hoiiHes, milk, niilroiitln, or anything of the kind ; lie 
will point to hk negnx's — to Hhm»«t nothing eke. Negrtn^w 
«uch HB sUkxI for livt‘ hiiiulnHl dolkiN ona% now rejirm nt a 
thousand dollars. We must liKjk then in Virginia and tlu^se 
Northern Slave Stah^ which have the uionojxdy of supplying 
negiXH^s, for the real wealth which Uie nale of cott^m has 
brought to the South. But wliere k tlu* evidence of it ? 
where anything to coinjaiv with tlie evuh-iiee of aecuniulatitl 
protitwS t4> Ih‘ s<vu in any Free State? If certain jw^rtams ot 
Virginia have Wn a little improving, otlu'rs unqut'stioimhly 
have lH‘eu deteriorating, growing slmhhier, nnure c«»mfortli*as, 
K^s convenient. The total incroast* in wmith of tliO jxipuk- 
tiou during tlie last twenty y«*ars ^luiws for almost tiotliiiig. 
Oik* years improvem»uits ut a For Slate t*\< fx^l it nil. 

It k obvious that to the emumuiuty at large, i»v«*n in 
Virgiiik, the profits of supply ing iegro«*s to the wank 
iHYasi»»ned hy the Ci^ttou dt iuuiul. have leit (xuii|aniMte<l fi»r the 
liar whieh the highr^^st of all Hiftsof human m?rvic<% which the 
cotton demand hits als4» lain pliic»’<I u}n*n all other 

means <»f ac<*unm!ating wealth ; and thk disitd vantage of llic 
coituii moiiojsily IS tully exj»‘nenc#%l hy the negro lw»dera 
thems«dves, in resjrct to everytlung eW? they have to pro- 
duce or obtain.* 

I HUY all sorts of luunan ixrvkf'. Wliat the South will 
have to jiay for the faTvieeof txue sti4t^^!^manshiJ^ the world luia 
now to jxr. 

Whither the profits of cott^m go, it k not iny purjMi«s<\ 
lu re, hi undertake sfmw. I will kirely mdice the UvjKe 
critinfil statement for the English miirket m an apology 
for this moil crime of the akveholdera, ifiat lliey are gmilly 
ftWvrksl in contrihutions anule hy the planting Slah^i to cmr 
natiomd irtivsiiry in |myment «»f duticf on imjairtatioias. 
• £ri4«iiic« iwm Vnr^iubtt »• la tlwf* A. 
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Tbfi cotton-pLaxk?r8 pay dutien only on wlmt they consume of 
foreign go<»d8, A very large part of all otir dutiew are col- 
Uictad on a clam of gooda for which there ia almoKt no demand 
at all from the South, eitlier dirc^ctly or itidirectly — woollen 
and fur goodn, fi>r iiwtanc^*: of the good^ rwjuiie^l f<»r the 
South not a few have jinu tically im\ The whole nlave 
population of the South voimmm almost nothing imjiorted 
( nor would it, while skve, under any circumstance^). The 
majority of the white population habitually makes ma* of no 
foreign priKluction exc<?pt cliickorv, which, ground with p«^i8, 
they call O'tTw. I Imvc never Msm ri^aaou to Is^lieve that 
with al*i*iluk‘ fiw tnale the adton 8taU^ would kike a tenth 
jairt of tiu? valm; of our pnmmt im}a»rUitioia4. And as tar m 
1 canjielge from ol»a*nation of tJa^ comparative UHXMxf foreign 
gOKHlH at the South and at the North, not a tenth jairt of our 
<luties havf‘ lusai defniytsl by the Smth in tJic last twt-nty 
vT'jtrs. Tht» most indefensible }>iid 4 *<divf* duly we have is one 
calhtl for by the S»ullj,arid winch has Utju nuiinUiinecl solely 
to U netit the Suitli. Our prukrlive Kysl4un had a S«mthem 
origin; its mio4 jKmerful adve»cak^s lMi\e Ut n Si»uthemem ; 
und tluie hit' not Utn a ymr in the last twtiity, in which it 
iXiuld hi\» Wn mamtaiUid but fur SouUjcra voto. 
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( IIAPTER 11. 

THE JOrnXKV mou WASHfV<»TON*. 

J>u\ IWth, To mwni)>iish tlio purjK>f%#*n wliirh 
hnmi^ht me to it wuh iiorosH^irv, »»n Jirrivinjjj 

htTe, to !nak«* arranij:* uimts to .nivuro PxmI hh*! sholt4'‘r wliik* 
I n»raain**l. Thor* an' tvv(» tfioiiHamI visitors now in Watih- 
ington uirliT a similar ins os^ity. Then' an^ a «lozou or imte 
|)t*rs»>iis w!io, for a <‘on->i4omtion, nralortako to j»rovklr wliat 
they want. Mr. I>» \tor is r»-)»ort4f\l to U* the UM of tliom, 
airl ri filly R-^ens a very o}>li*,nn;^^ an 1 hono^tly-tlisjHjRisl jK*r- 
n. To ^!r. Doxt^r, tlan fin*, I commit mysi*lf. 

1 Commit myself by inscribini' my name in a rk»;^dHter. 
Five rnimitcs after 1 hav** <lon • Clevk No. 4, attoi- 

tion I have hitb rto uitahlo to obtain. i«u4<lon!T catches 

the by tin- Corner, swiiii^s it nitiial mitli a ajul 

throw's a hii^molyph at it. which strikes nwir my name. 
Henceforth. I fioure as Ikmnler No. 201 (or whah ver it 
may (’lerk No. 4 pijMM •* Ik«anb5r away!'* ami throw’^i 
key No. 201 nj^c^n the table. Ttirnkey No. Uih^ it* and 
me. an4|tuy tntv«‘l!in::j^ tip wweml ftijfhtit ctf utaw* along 
corridoi"« and galJen#*#** lUid fimilly ci»nsign't bt tliw littln 
R^narecell. ^ , 

I have faitli tlmt there ia a tight roof nbive the tnacb-' 
crackfsl (l iliiig ; tlmt tlie bd b clmn ; anil timt I sball, l»y“ 
and4>y. Hmnmomsi. ahmg wiUi handnsja of i4lier Ixamicm, 
to partake, in sili nt sohri{.4y. of a “ apWelid dinner. 
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FtKxl aiiJ slielter. Therewith ghould a man be content. 
But my {M*nx*rHe nature will not be content: will be wiali- 
inji!^ tliingH were otherwiiie. They my tlna uneaaiiieHe — tins 
jMiHwion for cliangt ' — m a pt^culiarity of our diaeaaed Northira 
imtiire. Tin* S<iutheni man fuida Providence in all that m : 
Haian in ail that mi^hi be. That ia good ; and, aa I am 
gcung 8i)Uih, wln*n 1 Imve aceoniplkhal my purix)«e« at 
Wiiahingtou, I will not here restrain tlie ciscape of my present 
distxmWni. 

In niy jaTveraily I wiah the dinner were not going to bo 
go giHiid. My id«in k Uiat, if it wen* not, Mr. Dexter would 
Have moneys. whicJi I would likct to Imve him expend in otlier 
ways. 1 wkh he bad more clerks, so iliai they wouki have 
limit t<» U* aa polite to an unknown man m I anc iliey an» to 
.bihn l\ Hale ; and, at h*aat, answer civil questions, when 
ilk UKinh rH ask Uiem. 1 don't like such a fearful rush of 
hnsuw-ss m tla^n* is down stain). I wkh there were men 
i bough h» do the work quietly. 

I dou t like tbxs* crm^ked and variogakd walls ; and, 
though tin* r«iof may l>e tight, I doti't like thk threatc^ning 
asfwx^t ijf the criliiig. It alamld 1x5 kept for Laiaidiera of 
l>aTMm:ii*Hian ambition : I am humble. 

1 am humbh% and I am short, and mmi curried ; but I am 
i with a qimrhT of a yaitl of t<*welJing, liaving an 

irregular xnmxwy in its cxuitrt*, wlnn* I am liable to iim*rt 
my head. I am not proial ; hut I Inal nithtfr Imve aona4hing 
elm*, or nothing, Uiau ihest' thnn^ yartU of rugged iaded 
quaa ter*ply c^qa^iing. I also wouki like a curtain to the 
window, an<l I wkh the glam not mt dusty, and that the 
sashiKi did not mttle m) in ilietr castunenta ; though, aa 
tliert^ k no oilier v^miikitiott, I aiippoae I ought not to 
oomplain. Of courne not ; but it k cxmfoundedly cold, as wall 
a» noky. 
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I don't like that ])r()ken latch ; I don’t like thin broken 
chair ; I would prefer tliat this table were not so pieasy ; I 
would rather the fishes and cinders, and tht» lobieco juice 
around the grate, liail been removeil lx*foro I was connigned 
to the cell. 

I wish tliat less of my two dollars and a half a day went to 
pay for game at dinner, and intercvst on the cost of the mirrors 
and mahogany for the public parlours, and of marbh* for the 
halls, and mora of it for providing rue with a j)rivate r<K)ni, 
wdiich should ho more than a Imndy habitable ctdh whicli 
should also ho a little bit tasteful, lionie-like, and C(Unfortable. 
I wish more of it could lx* expended in servants’ wages. 

Six times I rang the Ik*!! ; three s(*veral tim<^ came three* 
different Irish lads ; entered, rc*ceiv(*d my demand for a fire, 
and retired. I was wTiting, sliiveringly, a full hotir Ixjfore 
the fire-man aime. Now he lias entennl, Ixivriiig on his head 
a hod of coal and kindling wood, wntlauit kno(*king. An aged 
negro, more familiar an<l more indifferent to fonns of subser- 
viency than the Irish lads, very' much lx*nt, scxmingly witli 
infirmity ; an expression of im{X)t4'nt anger in \m face, and a 
look of weakness, lik<* a drunkard’s. He? does not look ut 
me, but mutters unintelligibly. 

What’s tliat you say ?” 

Tink I can mako a humlrrxl at once 
I don’t w^ant to sit an hour waiting for a fire, after I have 
ordered one, and you must not let me again.” 

“ Nebl^er let de old nigger liave no resa— hundred gemman 
tink I kin mak dair fires all de same minit ; all get nmd at 
an (Ao nigger ; I ain’t a goin to stan — neblier get no tern — 
up all night — liaint got nantin to eat not drink dis blesHod 
moniin — hnudrcHl gc^mraen — *’ 

“ That’s not my business ; Mr. Dexter should hive more 
sen^ants.” 
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“ So he art ter, miister, <kt lie hacl ; one ole nmn ain’t 
enough for all dia houne, in it, inaater ? hundr(*d gemmen — ” 
Stop — here’H quarter for yon : now I want you to 

look out tliai I luivo a gocnl fire, and kei^p the hmrth clean 
in my nx>m as long as I stay here. And when I send 
for you I want you to coino unimxliately. Do yean under- 
stand Y' 

*' rie try, master — you jus IcKik nuin and fine me when yon 
wimt yer fin^; Fll Ix^ roun soinevvluTe. You got a news- 
|Mij)er, sir. I ken titko for a miirit ? I won’t hurt it.” 

I gHV(.' him one ; ami wondi^rod what usc^ he cxiuld put it to, 
that would not hurt it. He ojsmed it to a folio, and sprea4l 
it Ix^fon* ih(' grate, so the draft lu^ld it in place, and it acted 
as a blower. I iiskM if there ww no hlow(‘rs? Xo.” 
*‘But haven’t you got any brush or sliovt l I inquirc*d, 
swnng him get down iqxai his ktm*H again and sweep the 
cinders ami ashes he hinl thnmii ujx»n the flwr with the 
shwo of his coat, aiwl tluii take them up with his hands ; — 
No, Ijc* siikl, Ilia master did ixd give him siieli Uiings. 

“ Are you a slave 
** Yew, 

“ Do you Ixdong to Mr. Dexter?” 

No, sir — hi* hires me of de man dal owns me. Don’t you 
link Tat* bni ole a nuin for to lx* kian k roun at dis kind of 
work, umssa ?— hmaln^il gemmen all wunt dair fires made de 
stime rninuti*, and mus de «dd nigger ciii’t do it all de same 
minute, c one tinks di*y s k>uu to scold him all de time ; 
uebfit*r mi R*st for him, no time.” 

Wa^Jiitu/fon, /)ec. 14//i, — I calUd to-day on Mr. C, whoee 
fine farm, fnuu its vitinity hi Washington, and its excellent 
management, as widl as (nm the hrmpitaWe habitR of its 
owncT, has a national reputation. It is some two thousand 
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acres in extent, and aituati^d just witiiout tlie district, in 
Marj'land* 

The residence i« in the midst of Urn fann, a qtmrter of a 
mile Irom die hi^^h n>tul-”-tiie private appnmch judi- 

cioiislv carriixl thnni^jrli larjj;c laiKtiires which are cliviclnJ tinly 
by slij^ht, but close and well-sivureti win^ The kept 

gnuinds are liiuitinK and in simple but tiiste ; tieing 

srurrounded only by win^,* they merp', in effi*cl» ink> the 
pastiiriis. There is a feuiitain, an ornamentHl dovt^^ cok*, and 
ice-house» and the approju'h rojul. nicely ijrmvelk**! and rolled, 
counts lip to the (UK)r with a hiu* swt*t‘p 

I hail tlismountixl and was htandiii'; U'fi«re thedtior, when I 
heard myself loiully haiknl from a dwtam'^*, 

“ Et y<*r wants to master, sidi, he h down t liar -—to the 
new stabk\'’ 

I could m} no one ; and when tired t»f holdinj? my horse, 
I moimttri, aial rode vii in scorch of th«‘ new atahle. I £[>tmd 
it witiiout didieulty ; and in it Mr. and Mrs. 0* With iiiein 
were a numbt*r of tenants, one of whom now hH>k mv hom* 
with alacrity. I was taki n at <tU(.v to lw>k at a very fin* herd 
of cowrt, and afterwards hsl ujsm a tramp over ti»e farm, and 
did not got barrk to the houwj till dinner-Ltmc. 

Mr. C. ia a larg<‘ bercditiiry owner of i4avt>s, wliicli, for 
ordinary field and titahle work, itmstituto lik lalamring fi>roe. 
lie haa employed Hererul Irudimeu fur ditciiiug ; and. for tbiii 
work, and Uiis alunef be tWngbt be could n«e tJbinn to liettor 
advfuitago than negroes. lie would not tbiuk td' using 
Irishmen for coriuuon &rm- labour, and made light of their 
coming in coinja-titMU with idav<>a. Kogroea at hoeing and 
any steady field-work, he ai»ared me, would “ do two to thdr 
one hut his main ohjwjtion to employing Irishmen was 
derived from his es}M.>rien€»; of their uuiytMti]i|tM8 — they won 
dishonest, would not obey ciplicit directions about their work, 
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and reqiiimi more perHoiml »o|X5n'iiiiott tliau iiefcnm Fmm 
wlmt ho ]m\ b^ard and aecm of Oentifuw, he auppcM^d they 
did lM*tkr tbiu Iriah. He mehtiem^ that tliere were ««everal 
(iennana who Imd a>ine here m kbouriiig men, and worked 
for m»veml ymra, who had now got pijamisaaion of anmll 
fanim, and were ropiiterl to 1x5 getting rick* He waa 
tliMincdintal to couverae on the (ojdc of Hlavery ; and I tlienv 
fore mtule no imjtun^'a akiut Uie ccmdition and babito of hk 
tir hia inaiMig«*nM niof tin m. They H4-*mK*d to live in 
Htnai) and rnde tog-<iabina, Heatlered in difl'erent the 

firm. TIioh** 1 aaw at work ajijawn^l to nn? to move very 
hIowIv and awkwwrdly, iia did alf4*i th<>«4‘ ingagf*<l in the 
Htahle. Tlu^e ak> wer#» very wtnpid and dihitorv* in exi*- 
cuting any onlorx given to IIm'Iio m that Mr. V. w*»!iid 
frc^><juentlv toko tho duty off their hamU inlo \m own, rather 
than wait for them, or make them tlieir hhindera: 

tlii V wem much, in like what onr fanners (*all 

dumb I*a«ldieH, lliat in, Irishmen who do not nadily nnder- 
at^iiHl the English kngtiage, and who arcf still w<^ik and stiff 
from the effwto of liie eiaigrating vovagi*. At the entniiK'e- 
gate wa« a porter's h»tlgi*, and as I iipprxxn latl. I miw a hlack 
lkv‘ {HX*ping at me from it. hut, kith wlieii I enternl and 
I WM ohligod to dismount and opui the gate mysidf. 

Altogether it stniek me — shirt's cinning hen^ as they 
natumlly did in dirt^t tHunjxirison witli fret* lakuin^is. as 
c'kimmouly einjdoyed on my own and my neighk»iir»' ikrim^ in 

• ** ti Oi *mi01 <wlflriun4t of Orjtj-uujis aUvut ihw inmi n><c, n 

ffW ikifH.'t With l.tllr oi nifftHitts; l*f*yoiK! tht'u e^'.v*kKi*kl tti 

.Irtita irt x mjfcKnuhliP'.oM ^4*14, ^ntJ Iiv Ow^ir ifwlttjutfy, 
iMitl by woiiui^ n»uuil aiiiou;; IIh* a «liaii|jv 

wbkh i* tmwiiy atud ebMwtJUi; to in'hrtM, an I 'uShf wiil, I bavw tm cjowlx, 

w'vaitbr. |»r'«»04«dl thry misam jwdlfiU. tJb<!»y }iav4* l»wni 

A.ru»eri;»t iV>.), 94anr!ai»4, in eat«sit Of, 1^51. 
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oxiictly siraikr dutiofi— >thnt thoy must Im? diftioult ti) Jinvt 
eiSeiently, hikI that it luiist 1 k‘ iiksi>un» tuul tryiug to tiuo's 
patieuce to have to superiutond their laKnir. 

Washiih/on, DtfK 1 0/A, —Visiting the iimrket-pkci\ Aiily 
on Tne:<<lay moniing% I loimJ myst‘ir in the mulsl of a thnnig 
of a veiy iUllereut cbu'acter fivm any I havi* ever sia a at the 
Xorth. The majority of the )HH»ph‘ vvt re uegriH'S ; aiul, taken 
as a wlK»!e, tliev appnin'<l inferita* in the exprt^ion iT tluar 
lace and Kss m-ll-clothti:! than any eolhvtion (»f negOM's I ha«l 
ever si*eu hefere. All the negro chana;teristi<‘s wt re more 
elearly markt4 in each than they (d’teii art* in any at llie 
Xorth. In their drts'f, hingtiage, manie r, m«»tions — all \vt*re 
distiuguidiahie almost as much l»y th» ir t‘e4our, from the wliite 
:ws»jJc who were distrihuOtl among them, and enpigr^l in the 
."Siiae occujjiation-^ — ehietly M-Iling |M*ultn‘. vt*getaMca, and 
^mall country j raluee. TLi* white men wt*n\ genemlly, a 
meaa-khiking iK*ojdc, and hut meanly dresstHl, hut difihnmtly 
"’0 fix mi the m‘gnM;s. 

of the ]jr»'»!n'’e was m simill, rickety caiig^ drawn hy 
rile smallest, iiginot, knu -t kt of oxeiiiiml llpr»t,^s iJiat I eM*r 
siw. There wan hut one pair of hon^*s in over a hiindpd 
that Were tolenihly gr#* d — a remarkahle pp>j>nrtkm of them 
were rmrimed in >**ih** way. *Vs for the oxen, I flo not kheve 
New England and New York tojfirtuher ftmid product? a single 
yoke m jxK»r as the ks;t of t]»em. 

The very tritling fpimitifr of artichs* Ifirnght in and expood 
ior sale hv nasit of the mark«'?t-pt^7|i!e waiB noticmhle ; ti javk 
of |,»(»tat4w*s, thrtsf hnnc|ies tw'o cahkgi^, m eggii 

'Aid a chicken, woiiid k’ nUmt tlie Hventge in inule of 

all the dealers. Mr. F. said thiit mt old nejjTf? woiimii mini 
-•ame tu his d(aa‘ ^viili « riiii;le ha'gi,* turkey, wfeich »he pitteHnl 
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him to buy. Struck with her iktignod appeamnce, be niade 
aome iiu|airio8 of her, and ascertained ^t aim bad been 
severol (kya coiuiug from home, had travelled mainly (m foot, 
and liad brought the turkey and nothing eke wiUi her. “ Ole 
ID Jb hml U) ram mim mrmey mmehow^ aiid be could Eot; 
sell auytiiig eke, ho tio tole me to catch the Ug golibler, and 
tote? nni (Inmi to Wanljington and see wot um would foteb/ 
Ijiiid may Ikj p«rchai«d, witbin twenty milea of Wafibington, 
at fi*om t<*ii to twenty dollars an acn.\ Most of it has been 
once in cultivation, and, Imvijig Wn in raising 

tdawco, liiiH for imuiy yitars, abaiulomxl, and is 

eov<>r(Kl by a fureftt growtlo Stn’eral N4»w Yorkers have 
lately in the? j)urcliase of tliia sort of land, and, as 

then? is a market for wikkI, and tbo soil, by the decay 
of ujx»n it, and other natural etitiwjg, lias K-sfi rest«>red 
to inixlemte fertility, lutv<* rniuU* money by ck-aring and im- 
proving it. lly d<cp jdoughing and liming, and tbo judicious 
of manures, it is made* quite jmwluclivc ; and, as ixjually 
cheap ikrms t!an Inmlly la* found in any fac State, in such 
proximity lo as gesKi nuirkets for agricultural pjxKluee, there 
arc indnoesmis for a coimulerable Xortlieru immigration 
hitiicr. It may not long l>efore a majority of the iababitr 
ants will Ic opjsise<l to sbiver)% and desire its HUditiou within 
Jie district. Indml, when Mr. S4*ward propisetl in the 
S<.?niite to allow iliem i*» decide Unit matU^r, tJie mlvmmUs of 
“ }>opukr sovemignty ’’ made baste to vote down the motiom 
Tliere are, alrtxidv, more Iriidi and (lerumn iaUmn?jrs and 
s*Tmits tJian ; and, a« many of the objections which 
fr(c lak>uri?rs h?ive in going further south, do not opiate in 
Wasbijigtou, t!»e {mqsirtion of white labourejm is every year 
incn?a4iing. The majority of serranta, howevi^, are now frm 
uegroa, which cliw eonstitntess ono-fiilh of thn ©ntiin ppnk- 

D 2 
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tion. Tbe slaves art^ oiie-fiftcenth, bnt are raoally owned Out 
of tlio district, aud liiml tuinually to tliost^ wh(> m|inn> their 
services. In the usstwmont of taxable projn^rty, fur ISoS, 
the slaves, owned or liiretl ia the district, were valued at |||ree 
huiidred thoasiind dolhu's. 

The coloiu'wl jH>pulatioii vulunhirily siwtaia st^veml churchw, 
Bchtxvis, and niutiuil ussi'^tance and impruvemi‘Ut s^Hdetit-s, and 
then* are evidt*ntly jH*rsi»nH aiiiun^^ them <d ihj ineunHidenible 
niltivation o{ mind. Am<*n;: tlie pulice rej>urts uf the City 
newspapi rs, then* was lately ( A[>nl, iSuu p an awmnt <4' the 
apprehension of t\v<‘iity-f«»ur “genteel cohnin^l iiK:n (ho 
they were d<*x riU’dK wli«> had U’tTi found by a watehinan 
ftssemhlino privately in the eveuinj*, and \^’* n lo«lo<tl in the 
wateh-hons<\ Tla* '‘hject of thnr nh*etftn 4 apjwws to laive 
Ixen p!ire!y U nevohid, and, >Uieii they examiiud 
fi mavrij^tnite in tie* tie^nnnt;. no evidenee wan offend, nor 
dm*s there >vvin to liave any siwpieion thiit th**y Iwal any 
criminal j*?irj)os*». On ^^arehint; t'leir jwi*rs«*ns, then^ were 
found j, Bible ; a vuluim* <4 S*n*r4i\ ; Lift* in Kor- 

mid ; the j»rinted eoustitiUion ufu lety, the obj<*«.*t of which 
was s^iid to K* **/o ih se7; nn*! lunj iht and 

a Hubs<'*ript;ou pajH-r h jnirr}i,ii^ ih^' frrrJ^mi EUzh 

Ihomnl.n young wotnau, wdiom lier owmr was willing to 
sell at Jtbfdh 

1 Ciin think of nothin^ that wfndd higher f4»r the 

diameter of a BmIv of p»<*r men, st-rviwits and laBoiUW, tJmn 
h> find, Iw chance, in tiaur {KK^kets, just mich liiiiign as thtm*-. 
And I cjuiiiot value that man n*« 4 iytmArymmi., Aim nol 
IM inteiis^* immiludioa and imhgmition, w'hen he leam» tiiit 
su<-h men may not Jm* dlowM privately bigetln^r, with 

such htudahle ne4ivc^, in the i:a[ytUt city of lh«t United Stak'W, 
without k-ing nubjed kj diHgrae»/ui pm^ahiueut (he tlm 



JOHKNEf PKOM WASHINOTON. 


87 


priwmcni, a slave named Joseph Jones, was ordered to he 
flofCRwl : four others, calksl in the paj^rs free men, and named 
John E. lk<mjett, Chester Tsyl(»r, George Leo, and AquUa 
Ilarj^un were sent to the wurkhouse ; and the remainder, on 
paying costs of court, ami finf«, amonnting, in the aggre- 
gat<‘, to one litindrctl and eleven dollars, were permitted to 
range lisw again. 
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CHAPTER III. 

TIIIGINIA. — UY UAlUlOAD. 

Rh'himnil, Ihi\ lt)M. — From Wav'ihinirton to Riflimond, 
Vir^nriia, by the regular gnejit j<outh(‘ni on 

the Potomac to Ae<{nia ('nM*k. and th<‘iicc direct by mil. TIk^ 
l)oat 50 milcsH in bourn, inc^bulin^^ tw<» alopjmgca 

mib^ an hour) ; fan* s? 2 t:bt5 cents u mile). Flat mil ; 
i\kiiinvi\ 7o mib^; time 54 houra ( Id milc8 an hour) ; fiin\ 
50 (4f (*entM a mile). 

Xi>t more* than a third of the <^njntry% rimblc on tbi.« rouh*. 
I alioukl m}\ iii clean*<l; the n*Ht mainly a pine formt Of 
tliccktinHl land, nt»t lUi^re than one <juartiT to have 

Wmi lately in cultivulioti ; the n*Ht is <.^rowii over wiili briam 
imd bnshif?4. and a ionv% vmm* of no m!\u\ But two 
crops aec*m to 1«* grown UjMui the ruUivahHl laral -noiijee and 
wh(iiit. The hod in In^jneiilly #i»*wn in narrow h^nk and 
aurefally s*urfac<*-dnuni4, und in kaikitig nmwirbddy well. 

A g*)od many old plantidion iiii« ; 

gonemliy ntimdiiig in a gr«»ve of njam aome hill- 
top. (d them are coiiMintct^nl of w(*od, of two atoriWt 

painted white^ and hate, j*eriiajm, a d(m^ riide-bK)king little 
log-cabins fW 2 atlerf!d around f heiig for the akw* N<»w ftndl 
then, there in one of more ]»nften«ic»ii, with a large fxirrh or 
gallery in front, like that of Mount Vernon. Tliowt are 
generally in a ht*a\'y, eom|iaci style ; law often, perliii{)ii, ftitn . 
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gimilar e^tablwhineritg at the North, in markedly bad, or 
vulgar tMk», but aoem in aad need of repaii^. 

Tho more eominou wrt of babitatioir-i of the white jieriple 
are either of logn or Iwwely l)oardc4 a brick chimney 

running up ouiiklc, at one end : everjtliing very alovenly and 
didy iilxjut them. Swine, bonndj^, and black and whitf* 
rbiklreti, an? comm mly lying very' promigcuowly together on 
l!io ground tilxmt the d(K>n4. 

i am •struck with tin* cine colmbitfition and agHA^ciation of 
Idjick and white— negro women are earning bhick and whit^^ 
together in their arm^ ; black and wlnt^* children are 
jdaying together (n<*t going to achool b>gether| ; black and 
whilt* fuw an' ouistaatly thrust together out of tin.' th»or^. Ia* 
the train gt» by. 

A tine-hM»king, WA-Ihdresrwvh and wrildx'havvd a>!oured 
yoiuig niuu mi, together with a wliiie man, on a j^'eal m the 
A' 4 r^. ! ftupwc the man was bn unutA-r ; bu! he was much 

t!je like ti gfuileinHU <»t the two. The niiit'A^iid cvunj’«in} 
to take txdountl only^in -class trains., 

.hut servants ai,vfu to gtj with their imi^t^Ts eveiy where, (.hice. 
t'erlay^ ,^hlg a Imiy eiiti-ring the ear at a way-^ijaiioji, with a 
family l^dhfiAl lier. and that nhe was hwjkmg aUuU to tind a 
yi'iCi* whenrA they Ca>uII Ih-* eeaUxi t<*gether, I nw, tuel oflernd 
her my which laid MWeral vioMuram romid it. Sl.r 

aAtsvt»^i it. watlmul thanking me. and imunxliately mstalkd 
in it a atout negni woman : tAij«»k the adjoiiiing mit bermdf, 
auvl ‘if'iibxl tile rt^t Aif licr j'mrty lier. It txaisialed ot 

a white girl, pndud'ly her daugliter. and a bright and 
very preiiy ii»ulaitA> girl. They aiJ kikiil and kiag)K?ii 
togetlicr; ami the girla mmiditd widWiiAmry out of tim 
aame |m}>*T, with a familiarity and tkmwm of iiilimaey that 
would have b*xm mdiciMl with iust4mkhment, if not with niaai* 
hni dwpleaaurc, in filmojit any cliance ctuojsiny at tJie North 
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When the negro indefinitely a slave, it ^yould seem that the 
ntitural antipitliy of the white m^e to associate with 
him is lost, 

I am sur{)riR?d i^the iuiml)or of fiu(*-looking mnlattoes, or 
nearly white-colomw prsons, tlad I me. The majority (T 
thase ^ritll whom I have come jK^rsonally in contact are sucli. 
I fancy I a peculiar expression among thcst» — a contrac- 
tion of the evehrows and tightening of the li[)s — a spying, 
set^retive, and coimsel-keeping exj)ression. 

But the gi'wit mass, as they are seen at work, und<?r over- 
scH^rs, in the fiehls, appi*5ir very' dull, i^liotic, and brute-Hke ; 
and it n^]uires an effort to appreciate that they are, veiy^ tmu^h 
more than the IxM^sts iliey drive, our brethren — a part of our- 
selves, They are very ragg^nl, and tin* women (f*s|><jcially, 
who work in tlio field with the men, with no api^an-nt distinc- 
tion in thoir la!x>ur, disgustingly dirty. They si<em to move 
veiT awkwardly, slowly, mid und<x»ide<lly, and almost invari- 
ably stop their work while th(‘ train is ]»assing. 

One tminery and twg or three saw-mills affonlcMl the only 
indications I saw, in sev(mty-five mik^s of this old country — 
Betthnl liefore any part of Jfassachusetts — of any industrial 
occupation other than com and whcjit culhm\ and fire-wt>od 
chopping. At Frfiiericksburg we pa8s<^ tlinmgh the streeta 
of a rather busy, pcxirly-built town : but altogether, the 
coiintiT seen from the railroad, bore less signs of an jictive 
and prospering people than any I ever travelled through Jbeforc, 
for an equal distance, 

Kichmond, at a glance from adjacent high ground, through 
a dull cloud of bituminous amok^, upon a lowering winter\^ 
day, has a very picturesque appearance, and I was reminded 
of the sensation produc^l by a similar coup d'ml oi j^inburgtu 
It is somewhat similarly situated upon and among some con- 
siderable hills; hut the moment it is eiamined at all in 
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detail^ there m bufcono spot, in the whole picture, upon which 
the eye m at all attracted to rest. Thia m the Capitol, a (Ireciiffii 
edifice, standing alone, and finely placed on open and elevated 
ground, in Uio centre of the town. It waoihuilt aoon after the 
lie volution, and the model was obtained by Mr. JetFeraon, then 
Minister to France, fixim the Maiaon Carr^^e. 

A considerable part of the town, which contains a population 
of 28,000, in corn {iaetly and somewhat snlsbintially built, but is 
without any pretensions to architc^iunil merit, except in a few 
modem private mansions. The streets are not paved, and but 
few of them are provid(*d with side walks other than of c*arth 
or grovel. The town is lighbxl with gas, and furnished witli 
excidlent water by im aipanluct. 

Oil a closer riew of tlie Capitol, a l»old demtion from the 
(fr<‘ckn UKxlel is vt^ry notici^ble. The southern p(»rtico is 
sustained ufjon a very liigh blank wiill, and is as iuacc<i?sible 
&x>m tlie exterior as if it liad Ihvii inteiubMl to fortify the edifice 
from all iuffrmi other tlum by scjiling-ladders. On coming 
round to the west side, however, which is without a colonnade, 
a grand ehtemce, rtoehod by a hea\y' bnttrt»«s of gtone stejis, 
is found. This incougniity diininislH*«. in »«i>me degree, the 
trsual inconvenience of the (m^k temple for modem public 
purposes, for it gives speedy aca^s to a small central rotunda, 
out of wliich dot>rs opm inb* the legislative halls and offices. 

If the wiilliug up of the legitimate entraii(*e Ims mused the 
iminession, in a stronger, that he is being led to a prison or 
fortrm J, instoal of the place for transacHing the public business 
of a Free State by its chosen paid agents, it is not removai when 
on appioadbing this side d^or, he sees before it an armed 
sentinel — ^a m6ek-kK>king inan in a livery of many colours, 
embarrassed with a bright-bayoneted firelock, which he hugs 
gently, as though the cold iron, this frosty day, chilled his arm. 

Ho belongs to the Public Guard of Virginia^ I am told ; a 
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company of a lumdml men (more or enlists under an 
Act of the State, passt^l in 1801, after a relxdlion of the 
coloured pooj)le, who, under one “ Genend Gabriel/' ath^nnpted 
to tiike the town, in hopi?« to gjiin the mmm of mvuring 
their frtHdom. Having l)oexi l)etmyed by a traitor, a« in- 
surgent alavoB almost always are, they wf^ro met, on their 
approach, by a large Unly of well-arnud militia, baatily cjiUed 
out by the Qovenior, For tliis, Inking anned only vrith acytbe- 
bladt^, tliey w(‘re unprepared, and iniiiudiatidy disfa^raeth 

General Gabriel " and the other leaders, one after another, 
were captured, trkd, and luuiged, tlie militia in atrong foraj 
gtiarding them to execution. Since then, a discipliiad gnimtl, 
Waring the warning motto, '‘,SVc r h/rantih!*' has 

lx‘en kept eonsbintly under arms in the (’apitol, and no man 
can enter the hjgislativt^ bunj^h* of Virginia without Udug 
reminded tliat ** Eternal vigilanee is the j)riee of /’ 

It WiLS not till I had passtd the guard, unelmlienge<l, and 
stcKxl at th<‘ dtjor-wiiy, tliat I |K‘reeivwl that the inijxieing 
edifice, as I laid thought it at a distance, vms nothing but a 
cheap stuccoed building ; nor would anything short of b-st by 
touch have convinced me that the great State <>f Virginia 
would have lx*eu so long content with such a parHiraonioua 
pretence „of dignity as i» found in imitotioii granite and imita- 
tion marble. 

There is an instance of jmraimonv, without pretence, in 
Bichmond, which Buskin himself, if be were a traveller, 
could not be expecte^l Up applaud. The militT>ad company 
which lirings the traveller from Washington, so far from Wing 
oyicii to the criticism of having pn)vided edifices of a style of 
architecture only fitted for palaces, instoid of a hall suited to 
conflicts with hactaif^-c^oachmen, actually no sort of 
stationar}^ ac-commodations for them at all, but sets tliem down, 
rain or shiiie, in the middle of one of the main streets, The 
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adjoining hnckatcries, barbers’ shops, and bor-rooma, are evi- 
dently all the better ]>atronused for this fine simplidty ; but I 
should doubt if the railroad stock advanced in value by it. 

Itiehmond . — On a Sunday afteraoon I met a negro fimeral 
procession, and fi)llowe<l after it to the place of burial. There 
was a doc«mt hoarse, of tlio usual style, drawn by two horses ; 
six hackney coaches followed it, and six well-id|essed men, 
mountwl on liandsome saddle-horses, and riding them weU, 
kkIo in the rear of these. IVenty or thirty men and women 
wore also walking togetlier with (he proct«!iou, on the side 
walk. Among all tlwrc was not a white person. 

Passing out into the country, a httle beyond the jtrincipal 
ccmeh-ry of the city (a neat, nirnl ground, well filli*d with 
monuments and evergnvn-s). the hearse halUnl at a desolate 
pbwe, where a doam ooloimsl people were already engaged 
heajring tho eartlr ovot the grave of a child, and singing a 
wild kind of chant. -Vnother grave was already dug imme- 
diately ailjoiuing tliat of tin* child, both lieing near the foot of 
a hill, in a cramhliiig lank — the ground lielow Iwing alitauly 
occupieil, and the graves adranciiig in irregular terraces up 
the hill-side — an arrangement which facilitates! laktur. 

The now comers, 8»>tting tho coffin— which wa.s neatly 
made of shiituil pine — ujwn tho gnmnd, joined in the labour 
and the singing, with the precc'ding iMirfy, until a small 
mound of earth wiw made over the grave of the cliild. When 
this was oomplelwl, one of those who had Uxin Imndling a 
spade, sighed deeply and siud — 

“ Isml Jesus, liave marcy on us — now ! yon Jim — yon ! see 
yar ! you Jes lay dat yar aliovol cross dat grave — so fash — 
dah — ^yos, dat’s right.” 

A shovel and a hoe-handlo having been laid acmes tho 
unfilled grave, the cofiia was brought and laid npcm a 
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on a trestle; after whieli, were passed under it, by 
wbich it wivs lowenxl the* bottom. 

Most of the eomjwiny of a very jioor nppoaraiieo, mde 
and nnintelli<j;ent, but there weiv several m^atly-dresiw^d and 
very gocxl-looking men. thie of thtw now stepjaxl to the 
bead of the grave, aiul, after a few m*nteuc4i< of pmyer, h(dd a 
handkerchief Ik^fore him as if it were a Ixx^k, and j>roiH>un(*<Ml 
a short exliortation, as if he were reading from it. llis 
manner w'as eanu’wt, and the tone of his vi»i(‘e stJenm and 
impr**sgive, exex^pt that, occasionally, it wtmhl bniik into a 
shout or kind of howl at the clos4» of a long H4*tit-enee. I 
notiee<l seveml women nettr him, wt^ jung, and one soMfing 
intensely. 1 was dtvply intluemnd mys^-lf by the imaflixrUxi 
ftM:‘ling, in coniaction with the simplicity, imtumi, rud<‘ truth- 
fulness, and aWmee (»f all attempt at formal dt‘<x4rum m the 
crowd. 

I never in my life, henvever, heanl such ludicrous language 
as wtLS soinetimt's uthTtsl by the si>eaker. Frinjiiently I could 
ii' ft gntjfw the idtxi he was intending to express. H«»metim<^ 
it was evident tljat he was tiy ing t<» rt^jxiit plinti^Mfs that be 
lual he*ard Wfore, on simihir (X'casiom, Imt xvbich be 
ma^le alsuird by some int4Tf»olation <»r distortion of a wodI, 
thus: “ \ W do not sisj ilie end here! <di no, mv frwals! 
there will W n pilin' Jirntion uf thi.« IxhI v!" the context failing 
to iiulicak* whether he meant punfieatioii or putre&ietioti, and 
l(!aving it douhtfiil if he attaclnHl any dtyfinite lumniug to the 
word liim-wlf. He (jnoUsd frt»m the liilde iwvisml tiineo, 
several times from hymns, always intr^xlttciug the hitter with 
“ In the words of the p^»ot, my brethren Iwj once mwd tho 
same form, ls;fore a verse from the Now Teataniitit, and once 
qnalifieil his citation by saying, “ I Mkw tlie Bible wp that." 

He concluded by throwing a handful of earth on the coffin, 
repeating the usual words, slightly diaamoged, and then took 
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a sliovcil, and, with the aid of aix or aeven otheni, proceeded 
very rapidly to fill the grave. Another man liad in the mean 
lime, Hte|>[)ed into the place he had first occupied at the haid 
of tlie gmve ; an old negro, mih a very dngukrly distorted 
fiic^% who raiaed a hymn, which soon l)ecame a confused clmnt 
— the Hinging a few words alone, and the comjuaiiy 

tlicn eitht*r rqajating tliem after him or makui|ii re«ip<mHe to 
them, in the manner of sailors ln^a\ing at the windhiaa^ I 
amid imderstHml but very few of tile wonk. The rnume wia 
wild ttiul kirUtroUH, but n<it without a jikintive mtdcKiy. A 
ne w laid«?r huik the placii of tlie old man, when hi# bn^alh 
gave out ( lie liad sung verj' liard, with much bending of the 
kd) and goiticuktion), and cxintinued until the grave was 
filhd, and a mound mit^xl over it, 

A Ulan laid, in the mean time, gone into a mvirie m^r 
by, and now retimed with two small bninchoi, hung witli 
ivitheml laivoH, lluit he lanl broktm *»1T a tm»: lliesk^ 

wen» j>lac«Nl upright, one at the head, the* other at the fi>ot 
of the gmvi*. A few wmtimem of prayer were then 
in a low voice by one of the mujauiy, and all dkja^rwtd,! Xo 
one U' notice my prt'W 4 »nce at all. Tiu*n? were* atiout 

fifty people in the atiwuuhiy, and hut one rather white 

man mywiJf, This man loungal against the fence, 

oulsida the ci»wd, mi apjianmtly indiffmnit spectator, and I 
judgal le* was a jiolia^ otlioer. or H«ime onepnaural towitm*sa 
the funeml, in a:»:npliiuiee with the law which ivy|umiH llait a 
whi*e man shall always U> present at any mc*cting, for reli- 
giouB exercise H, of the negria^H. 

The graili r jairt of the adotmd jHxiph\ on Sunday, seemidl 
to Ixs diwsal in tin? aist-off line cltdht^s of the white 
readvid, I HUpjMiHe, m pn^aenk, or purchased of the dews, 
whos<>! Hhojw show that Uiere must ho aiiiHidenible impoiiatiou 
of such articles, probably from the North, m there is from 
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England into Ireland. Indml, tJio lowc»«t da«», e«i)ecially 
among the joimger, remind me much, by their dr8e«, of the 
*Madb” of penny brook ; and when the funeral procc?aHion 
came to ifa dt^sH nation, there w'as a at'ene pramdy like tliat 
you may see every day in Sackville Strad, Dublin, — a dozcm 
boys in raggcnl elotht**^, origimdly made for tall men, and 
rather folde^roiuul their l)Otlit^ tlian worn, striving wdio 
ahould hi»ld the lu^rs-«\s of the gentlemen when they dismonntttd 
to attend the inh^nnent of tlie bxly. !M>uiy, wholmd pndmhly 
come in from the farms m‘ar tie* town, wort^ clothing of (‘inirae 
gray *‘^iegr<>-cIoth/' tlmt aj»|>eanxl as if made by contiact, 
without n\gHnl to the size of the particular individual to whom 
it had lxH*u allotb'il, like jHmiti iitmrv imifonas. A few had a 
Ixdter suit of coiir<4‘ blue cloth. exprttv'Jy made for them 
ondently, fi»r Sunday clothes/’ 

Some were dresMxl with foppish extnivagiinm*. and many 
in the Inhiist style t>f hisiaon. In wlud I supjHiW* to lx* the 
fashionable stns ts, there were many in ue Wt*ii-drt*ss4id and 
higldy-driHSixl c4>loure<l |xs>phi than white; and among tlik 
dark gentry the finest Fn ncli cloths, emlcoidertxl wan^coiiti,. 
patent-blither sho-s, respbuident hns^htift, silk bata, Idd 
gloves, and tau ih; mill jhun, were <^pi;te otmmmh Kor 
was the lairer, or rather the softer s« x, at all left in tho idiadt 
of tltis splendour. Many of the eohairod ladies wore dn«ed 
not i>nly ex[>enhively, but with good after the 

latent Parisian mtxle, S<rme of them were rmj attnudi^x?; in 
ap}v*ar4nce, ami would linve pnjdiicad a dkxndi^ mtmiim in 
any Euro|>ean dniwing-room. Tlieir walk and aurriage wm* 
more often stylish and graceful. Nearly a fomrtib |mrl aw^mod 
to nif* to Imve hist airAfrican pcseulianty of feature, and to 
have* acquired, in pliMie of it, a g«xxl diml of that volitptiiOi»|** 
neas of expression which characterijces many of the vamm of 
the South of Enixjpa 
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There wiia no indication of their belongmg to a auhject race, 
except tlmt they invariahly gave the way to the frhite people 
they met. On^ when two of them, engaged in 
and Imiking at eaeh other, luul not noticed hk approa^, I «aw 
a Virginmn gentleiimn lift hia walking-atick and puali a woman 
nsidi? with it. In the evening I anw tiiree iv»wdk«, arm-in- 
arm, taking the whole of the nidexvalk, Imatle a j^lack man off 
it, giving him a blow, a« they pa«$ed, that aent him ataggering 
into the middle of iJie ^Vh he rc^^vered liimself ha 

iKgJin to otill out to, and them, Perliajis he saw me 

Htop, and thought I idiouJd «ti]>{)ort him, m I \vxi« ot*iiaiuIy 
imrliiii^l to : “ Otn’t y(*u find anjlhing eli^- to do than to lie 
kn^kiii* quiet f^eople nmnd ! You jm o>me liaek heit% will 
you ? llen\ you ! floni rare if *jou 1 $ fr/riYc. You jua* come 
l«ck here, and 111 teatlj you how to l»tlmye — knt>ckin* jw^>p!e 
round ! — sloul care if I d<¥M luah t) go to der WHtch-hom^/’ 
They puKmHj on witliout nt»ticuig him furth4*r, only laughing 
jarringly —and he oontinuad : “ Y^m C4»me l«a‘k here, and FIJ 
nnike you kugh ; you is jua* throe white niggvT cowards, dat's 
wIl'iI ifmt 

i m the neTOjiapc^ra, cx>mpliiinU of gn*wing inso- 

lence uiil injuiUirdinaium among the negri<^, arking, it is 
thought, irem hxi many privihgc^i l»«lug jN»naitt«^4 i1m*iii hy 
thtlr mrustem, and fixun too im»rciful adininktnition of the 
I’Hliee laws witli regard to them. Except in tlik iiistaiw, 
howevf*r, I JjilVo tseum not Uie slightest endeuce of any inde- 
j)endeat imualinesa on the part of the negr<»eH lowaixk the 
whites. As far 1 have yet ol^nenttl, they are trcmtal 
ven kindly and even gonenniglv m Init their 

manner to white |>ooplo k mMuriably eitkfi sidkm, joc«», or 
fawnuig. 

The pnmuntkiion and dkiect of the uegnmf here, is gene- 
rally much more idiomatic and |H5cttliar than with us. As I 
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write, I hear a man Hlioiitmg, slowly and deliberately, meaitimg 
to say there: ** I)ah ! dah ! dam 
Among the |>eople you 8c*e in tlje’strei^ts, full Imlf, I fdicmld 
think, lire more or negro hhxxl, and a vary decent, civil 
people tJitm' stxmi, in general, to l>a; more so tlian the 
lalK>unng clasts of whit^’?*, among whieli then* are many very 
niffianly-ktoking fcllows.n Then^ m a coiiHidemlile pK>puJation 
of foreign origin, generally of the hwt valuable claiss ; vorj* 
dirty (lenuaii Jews, e^^jaxially, ah">und, and tlieir chanict<*r- 
i^tie shop (wiUi tlieir chanu*teristie smells, ({uite m Imd as in 
(\»logne ) are tliicklyset in the narniwest and meiuiwt streets, 
which MH*ui to W* otluTwiso inhabiU-tl imiinly by negftK^s. 

Iniinenst* waggons, dniwii by six multv each, the tmmster 
always riding on the l«u*k of thf»ncar-w)n*«'ltT, an* a cliaraeter- 
Lstie feature of the st rt*ets. On the canal, a baig, namiw- 
camx^like h>at, jaihap fifty buig and nix wide, and 
ilrjiwing but a lts>t ur two t»f water, is nearly m couiinoii m 
tlie ordinary Ltrg<^ Knats. such as are ustti on our ciinidb. 
Tficy come out of soim^ of the snmll, mirnwv, cnwikivl slremns, 
with the canals, in which a dithcalt navigation m 
effei*t<tl by jsdiing. lliey are huideil with U>l«iOijp, flour, and 
a great varit^y «»f raw* cuuntry pnslueo. The canal Isialxii^ 
s*em Hide, ia^dent, and ri^toas, and everv facility m evidently 
afibrdt^l them, at Kichimmd, for induiging tbir pcMniliar 
Hpjs'tin'S and A gn*?!! nmny low eating, iwal, 1 aliotild 

think, drinkmg, shop are fri*<jimnk«l cliiefly ly the tatgroas. 
Dancing and idher ainuscmifUte are cairiixl on in thois nt 
night. * 

From milling the a>mniciiia of H<i>uthcStii and 

newspapers on tlio^crime and inise.rT which result 

from the aee unuktion jss»r and igiiomiti vrith no 

intelligf'iit masten# to take care of them, in our Korthiiili 
towns, one might girt the impwwsion tlmt SiMlimi towim— 



vraonoi. 


eiq^fciaUy those not demoralized Iqr foreign oommetoe— were 
oomparativoly free from a low and liccntiona popnlstion. 

• From what I liave aeeh, howerer, I am led to think that 
there w at Iwt as mtich vice, and of what we call rowdyism, 
in liichmond, as in any Northern town of its size. 

JiiehnwnA. — Yesterday morning, dnring a add, sleety 
storm, a^inst which I was struggling, with my nmlirella, to 
the |)ost-offioe, I met a comfortably-dre»««d negro leading 
thr<» others hy a rope ; the first was a middle-aged man ; 
the w^ond a girl of, ]>crhap8, twenty ; and the last a hoy, 
considerably yoimger. The anus of all tliree were secored 
bt^fore Uiem with hand-cuf&, and the rope In' wliich tBey 
were l<d )MU«ied from one to another ; b(>ing nuule fast at 
each jmr of liaad-cufls. They wore thinly chid, the girl 
especially so, having only an old tagged iiandkercliief aronnd 
her nisTk, over a oommon calico dn«s, and auuthar handker- 
chief twif*t<d aronnd her head. They were dripping wet, 
and uncles were forming, at the time, on the awning bars. 

The looked mwt dolefully, and the girl was turning 
around, witli a -eery angry tace, aiul slwuting, “0 pwhaw* 
^lut up 

" What are they Y' said I, to a white man, who tiad also 
stopped, for a moment, to look at them. “ What's he going 
to do with them ?" 

“ Come in a canal boat, I reckon : sent down here to ho 
sold. — That ar’s a likely gal." 

(bur ways lay together, and I aaktal further explanation. 
He informtd me that the negro-dealers bod ooufidential ser- 
vants always in attendance, on tlie arrival <rf the milroad 
trams and canal packets, to take any m^roes that might 
have come oousigned to Uiem, and bring them to tlimr marts. 
Nearly opposite the po^-offioe was another sfa galay 
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of negroes. They consifitai of men and lioj-s, and each carried 
a coarse, white blanket, drawn together at tlie comers wo a« 
to hold some articli^ ; ])ix>bihly, c^xtm elothw. Tht^y ntood in 
a row, in lounging attituih^s, and some of tJiem, again, were 
quarrtJJing, or reproring one aiiotlier. A vilhuiouH-IcH>king 
white man stcsnl in front of tlu»in. Prt^sxuitly, a stout, re- 
spectable man, tlnwxl in black luwnling to tht‘ custom, and 
without any overe<»at or umhn‘l]a, but with a large, golden- 
heaJcil walking-stick, came out of the di)()r of an office, and, 
without allying a vvonl, walkid briskly up the stn'cd ; tlu^ 
negipes imaitxliately hdlowcil, in tih*; the other white man 
bringing up the rear. They were slaves that Imd sent 
into the tovni to be lurid out as f^ rvants or fachiry hands. 
The gentlenuin in black was, j»rol»ably, the* brokt^r in Uie 
business. 

Near the po<st-i>fruN.% ojqsisite a large livery and milt* stable, 
I tamed into a short, bn»ad stn‘«.'t, in which were a number of 
establishments, tlu* signs on which indii'iitisl that „tbey ware 
occnpicHl by “Slave Pmlcrs/’ and that Slaves, far Sale or |0 
were to lie fomid within them. They were much like 
Intelligence Offices, Wing large nnims |>artly oeeupad lyr 
rang«.*« of forms, on which sat a few' comfortably an*l ncsiitly 
clad negroes, who apfxjarid jierfi^tly claxirful, each grinning 
obseqnioasly, but with a manifest inti rest or aiiiiety, wdmn 
I fixeii ray eye on them for a moment. 

In Chamlx^rs' Journal for Odols r, 18 fi 3 / them is an ac- 
count of the liiehmoud slave Tnarta, and the mannar of con- 
ducting business in them, to which I shall rdcT the reader, 
in lieu of any further narmtion of my own observations on 
this subject. (800 Appendix B.) I did not mjmlt happen 

• W'iUmnj ChamWm hiui fiiblbhe^ the artkle in n uppiifit# fonn, with uitM 
others, under the title of * Ameriesn Slavery and Coionri.' Mr, f'iJMteU, of thi 
J\tneSf has given a later cate at Montgomery. 
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to witiiesB, dttriiig foturtoen mootJbB that 1 spent in the Slave 
States, any sale of negroes hy auction, l^iis mmt not be 
taken as (ui indication that negm auctions axe not of frequent 
ifcenrrence (I did not, so far as I now njcollect, witness the 
Side of anything else, at auction, at tlie South}. I saw 
IK grotts iidvertiwid to \m pld at auction, very frecjnently. 

The hobd at which I im staying, ** Tlie American,” Mil- 
krger Smith, from Kew York, proprietor, is an eioellcnt one. 

I Iwivt! never, this sijlc tlie AUanti<% hacl mj comforts providiid 
for Wtter, in my privaU^ n)om, with so little annoyance finom 
thf^ servants. The chamlM^r-aunants are im^roas, and are 
iKNvnnpIished in their busin^^ ; (the diiiing-nK>m m*nant» am 
Irish), A man and a woman attimd l-<»gether tijK)n a few 
aH;4imtKl rcKims, in the liall adjoining which they are con- 
stantly in waiting ; your Ixdl is answen^ immediakdy, pur 
onhm am quickly and quietly followal, and your {Miticukr 
fK>rsonal wants aiitidpabHl as much as p>ssibh\ and provided 
for. m wtdl m the iHual officios perfonmsl, when you are out, i 
Th * nmn btwto#*s your servant while you are in your room ; 
he asks, at night, when he comes to r«ju€*st your bx»tR, at 
wlmt lime he rfwdl come in the morning, and tlien. without 
l*eiiig very exactly pmictuiil, he coma's quietly in, niakm your 
fm\ sets the Iw^forc it, hruslmsand arningesyourch»thes, 

’ ip out j m linen, amng^'s your dit'^ssing gmr, asks if you 
want aiivlhiug elst‘ of him U*fon*bn‘akfast, opuis the shutters, 
and goes oflF to tin? next room. 1 kw»k ocTasion to speak well 
of him to my neighliour one day, tliat I might judge whether 
I WMH particularly favoured. 

** Oh. yes/’ lie said, Henry w"as a very good boy, very — 
valuable servant— quite so — would be worth two thousand 
dollars, if he was a little younger — easy.” 

At dinner, a venerable looking man afdced another — 

Niggers are going high now, aint they ?** 

B 2 
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Yes, sir.” 

“ What would yon consider a fair price for a woman tlurty 
years old, with a young^-one two years old ?’* 

Depends altogether on her physical condition, you know. 
— Has she any other children 
Yes ; four.'* 

Woll— I rtx’kon al»ont seven to eight lumdrtd.’’ 

** I iKiught ont‘ yesterchiy — gave six hiindml and fifty/* 

“ Well, sir, if sla/s tolemble likely, yt>u did well/’ 

This morning I visits d a fiinn, sitiiatixl on tlie bank of 
James River, near RiehnionJ. 

The klx)ur ujHm it was ♦ ntirely fn^rfonm^l by slavt^. I 
did not inquire their namK^ hut I jndgcil there were fit)m 
twenty to forty. Their quarte rs ’* limtl the apfmach^road 
to the mansion, and wi re weIJ-inad(» and <*tmifortah)6 log 
cabins, aknit thirty t long by twenty wale, and eight fet^t 
wall, with a high loft and shingle root Koch divided in the 
middle, and Imving a brick chinuiey outside iht wall at etiiiet 
end, was inUmd*\l to k-* occupkxl by twf» kmilieii, Tlnro 
were sqnan* windows, ck^anl by wo<«ien jxirtif, lmtm$ a miigle 
jmne of glass in the outre. ’Hie housit-servank weit» nriatly 
dressed, but the field -L^nds won? veiy connse and tngg»i 
garments. 

During tlio tlm^» hours, or more, in wfkidj I wm in com* 
pany with the proprietor, I do think tni coimacutive 
minutes jmsmxl uninterrupte^d by some of akvtis riiq[tttrii»g 
his prsonal dirwtioii or fimisfeiiice. He wim even oWige-dt 
three tirntm. to \m\e tha doma'-tabla 

‘‘ You set?/* said he, smiting, as he mmo in tl»' lait time, 
a farmer s life, in tins country, is no Tl» turn- 

ing the conversation to slavery, he idswjsrvoil, in aaiwur to a 
remark of mine, 1 only wish youridiikat^ woiiidcmn- 
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trive Homo mtisfiictory plan to ralioTo ns of it ; the tronUe and 
the resiMusihility of pro[)erlj taking care of our n<^;Toes, yoa 
may judge, from nrhnt yon see yourself here, is anything bat 
enviable. But what can we do Uiat is better ? Our free 
negrwai — and I believe it is the same at the North as it is 
hero — aro a miserable set of vagaljonds, dmnkffll, vicious, 
worse olf, it is my honest opinion, Uuui thoao who are retained 
in slavery. 1 am satisfied, too, that our slaves aru better ofi^ 
as they aro, than tlie majority of your freo labouring claaaea 
at the N<irth.” 

I exprwwod my doubts. 

“ Well, they certainly are better off than the Engii^ agri* 
cultural laivoun'is, or, I Iwlieve, thoia; of any other Christian 
conotrj-. Free labour might be more profitaMe to us : I am 
inclined to thiidc it would Ijo. The slaves are exccasively 
cand^w ami waateful, and, in various ways — wliich, withont 
you liv«id among them, yon <xmld liardly be made tonoderstuid 
— sulysd us to >m annoying ksscs. 

“ To make anything by farming, here, a man has got to live 
a hard life. Yon see how constantly 1 am called upn — and, 
ollieu, it ’H itK'Ut as .bud at night as liy tky. Last night I 
did not aieep a wink till ntwr morning ; 1 am quite worn out 
with it, and my wife s health is tailing. Bat I canxmt rid 
mvselfof jt.” 

1 askfsl why he did not employ an ovenusw. 

Because I do not think it right to trust tc' such mmi m 
we have to use, if we use any, for overseers." 

“ Is the general character of ovetwcrs had ?" 

“ Tliey are the curse of this oountir, sir ; the wont "wt 
in tlio community. * • • • But lately, I had another aoct 
d fellow offer-a fellow like a dancing-master, with Idd ^ovei, 
and wrist-hands turned up over his ooat-«te«vea, and all ao 
nke, thid 1 wsa almost ashamed to talk to him in mj old 
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coat and aloncbed hat. Half a bushel of recommendations he 
had nrith him, too. Well, he was not the man for me — not 
half the gentloronn, with alt his airs, that Ned here is ” — (a 
black servant, who wtt.s bursting with suppressed laughter, 
behind his chair). 

“Oh, they an’ interesting creatures, sir,” he continued, 
“and, with all their faults, have many beautiful traits. I 
can't help being ntta(iK>d to thorn, and I am sure they love 
us.” In his owm (a.se, at least, I did nut doubt ; hb* mann(>r 
towanis tliem was jiatenud — familiar and kind ; an<l they 
came to lum tike children who have been given some task, 
and coiLstantly arc wanting to 1 m' euc» >ur8ged and gublwl, 
simply and cimfidently. At dinin>r. In* fnsjuently addressid 
the senant familiarly, and drew him into our conversation as 
if be were a fiimily friend, fa tter iuforrowl, on some iooal and 
domestic ]toiuts, thim himself. 

I liave been visiting a eool-pit : the nuijority of the nuning 
labourers arc slaves, and uncommonly athletic and fine>look- 
ing negroes ; hut a coasiderable nurnfa-r of white hands arc 
also cmploywl, and they occupy all tho itWpcmaiWe posts. 
The slaves are, «4)me of tliem, owintl liy the mining oompny ; 
but the m<»8t are hired ol their owners, at from g 12(1 to H 200 
a year, the compny boarding and clothing tln‘m. (I under- 
Htood tliat it was customary to give thi'Bi a cxfjrtatn allowauoe 
of money and let them fiw'l tiieir <>wn board.) 

The white liands arc mostly English or Wtdsh. One 
of them, writh whom I (ymvenied, bdd me that lie Imd been 
here several years ; he had previousiy lived Home ywrii at the 
North. He got better wagiw here than he earned at tee 
North, hut he was not contimtod, and did not intend to 
remain. On pressing him for the reason of hk dcKootent, he 
said, after some licsitetion, he wonhl rather life wlmre he 
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could be more free ; a man had to be too diacreet bare : 
if one Imppeuad to my anjrihmg that gave offence, they 
thought no more of drawing a pistol or a knife upon him, 
tlian tlioy would of kicking a dog that was in their way. 
Not long since, a yoimg English fellow came to the pit, and 
was put to wofk along with a gang of negroes. One morn- 
ing, about a week afterwards, twenty or tldrtj' meii called cm 
him, and told him iliai they would allow him fifteen minutes 
to get out of sight, and if they ever saw him in those parts 
again they would give him hell/’ They ware all armed, 
and there was nothing for the young fellow^ to do lait to move 
light off/’ 

** Wliai nwon did tliey give him for it T* 

“ They did tM>t give him any n^iMSin/’ 

“ JSut what hatl he d«me ?** 

** Why, I iielievcf they tiioughi he liad berm free with the 
iiiggeiw ; he wasn’t used to them, you m\ sir, and he talked 
to em like, and they Uiought he'd nmke em think too 
mncii of ihomsidves/’ 

He said the slaves were very well f«id, and well treated— 

iK>i work*^! over hard, Tlmy were employ night and day, 

in reiars. 

¥ 

Tlw aifti fnina tbiwe beds iH of H|M3cia) valne fiir gas maiio* 
fia tiire, iiiiU is for tliat ]>nr]KWo, to all the largo towns 

oil lh(< Ailaiiiic sm-lxiaiJ. even to bevotHi Boston. It is de- 
li V4>nd to shi})[>iiig at Hicbmoud, at fifteen cents a bnsbed ; 
about thirty bualids go to a ton. 

— The train was advertised to hjave at 3.30 fM, 
At that hour tlie cars were crowded with ]ia»«fX9Bgeia, and the 
engineer, punctually at the minute, gave notice that he was 
at his jKwt, by a long, loud whistle of the locoDiotiTe. Five 
minutes afterwards he gave us an imjiatient jeih; toi minutes 
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afterwards we advanced three rods ; twelve minntes afterwards, 
returned to first position : continued, “ backing and filling,” 
npon the bridge over the rapids of the James river, for Iialf an 
hoar. At precisely four o’clock, crossed the bridge and fairly 
started for Petersburg, 

Ban twenty miles in exactly an honr and tliirty minutes, 
(thirteen milw an hour ; mail train, esptHiially rewimmended 
by adrertiaemcnt as “ first”). Brakes on tliree times, for cattle 
on the track ; twenty minutes spent at way-stations. Flat 
rail. Locomotive built at Pbikdolphia. I am infiirmed that 
most of tboiie used on the road — {)tirimps all Uiose of lire s/otc 
trains — are made at Petersburg. 

At one of the stopjiagea, smoke was to le seen issuing from 
the truck of a car. The ct^ndnetor, on liaviug his atUnttion 
called to it. nodd«il his heml sagely, took a morae! of tobacco, 
put his hands in his {Ktckct, lis>kcd at tire truck as if he would 
mesmerize it, s{)at upon it, and tlien ste{>t u]s>n the platform 
and shouted, ” All right ! Go ahead !” At the next stoppage, 
the ionoking was furious ; coiuluctor ls<nt himself over it wiUi 
an evidently strong cxeanse of his will, Inrt nut succeeding to 
tranquiliize tlie subject at all, hr' stuldenly rdlinquiabed the 
attempt, and, d(«<'rting MiiHimer for Prdsnilz, shouted, “ Ho 1 
hoy ! bring me some water here.” A negro aaon bought a 
quart of water in a tin vesfiel. 

“ Hain’t got no oil, Oolumhos ?" 

“No, air." 

“ Hum — go ask Mr. Smith for mm : thia^Ws aMraaking 
80 , 1 durstn’t go on. Yon Scott ! get aotoe salt. And lotdt 
here, sope of you Ix^ get me some more fntw. D'ye hear ?” 

Salt, oil, and water, wero crowded into the box, and, tftwr 
five minntea’ kmgar delay, we went oa. tim Imck aatfiHwg , 
and the water and <nl baling in the hoK, n&dl we i«adlu4 
Petersburg. The heat was the result, I fUj^poee, of a oegbet 
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of sufficient or timely oiling. Wliile waltbg, in a carriage, 
for the driver to get my baggage, I saw a nc^gro oiling all the 
tracks of the train ; as he proceeded from one toother, he did 
not give himself tho tronlde to elevate the ontlet of his oiler, 
so tliat a stream of oil, costing probably a dollar and a half a 
gallon, was poured out upon the ground tiie whole Angth of 
the train. 

There mm, in the train, two first-class passenger cars, and 
two freight cars. The latter were occupied by about forty 
negrtvw. most of thtsn bedonging to traders, who were sending 
them to the cotton States to be sedd. Buch kind af evidence 
of ac tivity in tho slave trade of Virginia is to ho seen every 
day ; hut }<artieahtr8 and statistics of it arc nrji to be obtained 
by a strangcu^ hero. Most gentlemen of ciiaraeter seem to 
Imre a special disindination to converse rot the sulgert ; and it 
IS dcnicsl, with ^ling, Uiat slaves arc often reared, as is 
supposed by the Abolitionists, with tho intention of selling 
them to tho tradm. It a[>pears to me evident, however, from 
the manner in which I benr the traffic*spoken of incsidentaUy, 
that tl)« cash vdae of e. slave for sale, above the costaflMlilig 
it from infancy to the agt? af which it commandM theJMl^hinl 
price, is generally considerod among the sorest elemenhi of ft 
plnntmr’s wmlth. Such a nigger is worth such a price, and 
such another is too old to loam to pick cotton, and such another 
will bring so much, when it has grown a little more, I have 
frwjuently heanl people say. in the street, or the puhlk^houaea. 
That a slave woman is commonly eKUs>med least fiir her work- 
ing qualities, most for those qualities which give value to a 
brood-mare is, also, constantly made apparent.* > 

• A •tavAoMw vrriiing to m# wiUi to n; tmaikm MmimU m ttdi 
»Sb)*«t, nmito in to IktUn Tunn, mp : In to Stttan »f ll«7iaad. 

.Vorth Cnrvlinn, Kentiirkf, T«ui«m«c, and Miwoari, a* MOeh altmttoa ii (Sid 
to to brMtog uid EmwU) of aegno* w to tot of bonsi wd yioH. Ftiitor 
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By comparing the average decennial ratio of alave incimae 
in all the States with the clifferenoe in tl»e nnmber of the actual 
skve-popnlation of tlie alave-hn'ccling States, a« aHeertaincMl by 
tlie Ceimm^ it is appirent tliat the nmubcT of nlavti^ e]£jH)rt4Hl 
to the cotton Stato is considerably more tlmn twenty thonaand 
a year.** 

While calling on a gentleman occupying an honourable offi« 
eial jHwition at Kiehmoiul, I notiml ujxm his table a copy of 
PnvftKsor Johnson’s Agricultural Tiuir in the ruibHl StiiU!«i. 
deferring to a in it, whert^ wuno staiistics of the 

value of the slave's niistHl and annually ex}K)rtal from \irginia 
were given, I asked if he kmwv liow tbm? lual obtained, 
and whether they were authentic. ** Xo,” he replieiJ, I don't 
knowanytJhng ahi>ut it ; but if they arc anything tmfafounAblo 
to tile institution of slavery, you may Im‘ sure tiny are 
This is hut an iliusiratitm, in cxtD’^me. of the manner in which 
I find a dt^ire to obtain mom but tLjimie inforuiation^ 
on the subject of slavt n*, is usually met, by gentlamen oilier* 
mmi of enlarged mind and geiiemiis cjualitk’js. 

A gentleman, who wm a meinWr of Ilia ** Union Safidy 
ConmiitteM}” of New York, during ftie cxcitemurl whieh attoiditd 
the discussion of the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850, Udd me ilial, 
as he was passing thfough Virginia this winter, a man imtead 
the car in wliich lit was ac^akd, l«3i«iling in a negro girl, whose 
miHiner and expressiim of face mdicakd dntai aial grief. 
Thinking she i|gs a criminal, he aaked tha man wimt die hud 
done. 

arttiUi, wo nm tWi im mnrli*t. Cl«nirfi% tWr 

iit4 wwm^u Onirrwl Kur nmtmrimVf l*» Ii»y* clitUfw ; i k%T» §. 

mmy iifjfri) j^irU t*» mvM «.#, Waiww lh«7 4i4 lurt «lirWfw. \ 
noman u wwrth fttm to stwes tW Asa# llml sinflA kfwl/' 

^ • Mr. h )ii$( w«vrit, *.S|ftv«iiry «i»4 fvawiiwji/ ijlfin, tHi; tiwpwto- 

tinn of fm ikf it% tm% into irow otf liit 

Stol««y fitiBo Uit m 24 i' 30 l. 
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“ Done ? Nothing,” 

“ What are yon going to do with her ?” 

“ I'm taking her down to Richmond, to he sold.” 

“ Doca fllic belong to you ?” 

“ No ; ahe beh>ag» to ; ho naiaed her," 

“ Why doe« ho wU her — ^haa rfie done anything wrong T 
“ Done anything ? No : aho'a no fioilt, I reckon," 

“ Then, wliat diK^a he want hi aell her for ?” 

“ Sell her for ! Why ahouldii't he »dl her ? He Bella ono 
or two <*v»>ry ymr ; wanta the money for ’em, I reckon,” 

Tin* irritahal tone and wrere atare witli which this w«a aakd^ 
my friend took aa a oantion not to pnnme hia mvmtigaiion, 

X p iitlenian with whom I waa oouveraing on the subject of 
tlie cost of slave lal>»ar, in answer to on inquiry — WTiat propor- 
tion of hII the stock of slaveH of an cdd plantation might 
1 m* ockoned upon to do full work ?— answered, that be 
owufd niru*ty-^ix n**erifWM ; of tht^s<>, only thirty-five were 
field-hands, tfie rwt Isnng either hw yonng or too old for 
IwrJ wurk. He mokoned his whole forr« as only e'.|Tial to 
Iwciity-^unj.atrMf.!;' men, or “prim field-luuids,” Bat this 
po>jK>rfion was somewhat smaller than nsnal, be added, 
'* iMMMuae his women were uncommonly good bleeders ; he did 
not !i)i|K»»(' ll.m* waa a lot of women anywhere that l«ed fester 
than his ; he U4>ver hmnl of balaea coming so feat as tliey 
did on hia plantation ; it waa prfectly surprising ; and every 
one of them, in Ins mtimation, waa worth two hoodml dollars, 
M negn'.w were selling now, the moment it drew imatli,” 

I asked what he thought miglit he tlio usual propoitkm W 
workers to iilav<<a, sup{S)rteil on plantations, ilircHigbont tw* 
South. On tlie large ootton and sugar pla n t atio ns of the 
more Soutlieni States, it waa very high, he replied ; beoBwe 
tiieir l«nd« wer»> nearly all bought and itirktd for work ; be 
mpposed, on thcao, it w-ould bo about one-half; bat, on any 
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old plantation, where the stock of slaves had been an inheri- 
tance, and none liad been jhoiij^ht or sold, he thought the 
working force would randy be more than one- third, at most, 
of the whole nimil>er. 

This gentleman was out of hetilth, and told me, with 
foinkn€«»», that such was the tn>iible and annoyance his 
negro<^ mmsioiKid him — altlmngh he had an ovenaw — and 
so wearh«ome did he find the lomdy life he hJ on his plan- 
tation, tliat he could not nnnain njM>n it ; aiul as he knew 
everything wotild go to the dogs if he did not, he was 
seriously contemplatirig to sell out, retaining only his foster- 
mother and a lM:)dy Si^rvant. He thought (d taking them to 
Louisiana and Texas, for sale; but, if he should Imrn that 
tljiere was much prolmbility tliat California wtuihl lie 

made a Slave State, he supjH»s4d it wonW |>ay him to wait^ as 
probably, if tliat should occur, he could take them there and 
sell them for twias as mu<di as they wouhl now laring in N«w 
Orleans He knew very well, he said, that, as they ware, 
raising coni and toljacco, they were jiaying notliing at all Vkn 

a fair interest on their value.* 

* , *■ 

Some of h» lx«t hantix he now ronti'd out, to wotk at a 

fornace, and for the of th*.«e he Imd howi uflemd, for 
next year, two hundrtyl doUan*. Ho did not know whetlier 
he onftbt to let them go, thongh. They were worked hnnl, 
and had too much Uberty. and worn acquiring iitu! hal>ito. 
They earned money by (m?rwork, and iqwatil it fiw whiaky, and 
got a habit of itmiaing ala>ul and faiitt/j mrf nftkemm4re» ; 
becanae when they werq iii>t at work in the foraace, nobody 
looked out for them. 

I begin to euspect that the great tionllc and anxiety <rf 

• Mr. Wi*; M rtimtted «» tWTc .tMed, is hk ct«WiaiMtn«K fc it, wfawi oaiiti- 
dtt* for (•oronor, to 18 i 5 , tint. If Msvti, wtn pmattiad is ColK'orala, aifnNw 
•oa! J tdHer g 5,000 ap«ve. 



TISOIKU. 


61 


Southern geattomm in : — How, without quite deetroying the 
cepubilitioe of the negro for an| work at all, to prevent him 
from ioaming to take care of himaelf. 

PWcralmr^, l)t^. 28//i. — It was early on a fine, mild, bright 
morning, like the ph^asantest we ever have in March, that I 
alight<tl from a train of cars, at a oonntry station. Besides 
the sludtty tliat shxid for a Ktatiun-house, there was a small, 
coiufortaidc funn-honse on Uie right, and a ootmtry store on 
the left, and around thoui, ])<-r!iaps, hily acres of clear land, 
non- much fl<iodod with muddy water ; — all tramed in by thick 
pine wood. 

A few negro children, gtariug as fixedly and jxised as life- 
l«««dy us if tliey were nwlly figunw “ aunred in ebony,” stood, 
lay, and lounged on the sonny side of the ranks of kteomothno- 
lln?w(xtd ; a white man, smoking a cigar, looked out of the 
<lu«r of the shire, and another, chewing tohaooo, leaned 
a^^iust a gate-pist in front of the &rm-hoase ; I ailranoed to 
Uie latter, and asked him if 1 oonld hire a horse in the neigb- 
iKiurliis*!. 

“ How (Tj t* do, sir ? ” he replied, spitting and bowing with 
ceremony; “1 have sonio horww — none on ’em vctj good 
onciR, Uiough ratiier hard riders ; reckon, perhi^ they 
wouldn’t suit you. ’ * 

“ Thank yon ; do you think I couhl find anything better 
about he«( ? ’ 

“ ( olo.iel GilJin, over here to the store, ’s got a right moe 
aaddle-iutrso, if he’ll let you tako tier. I’ll go over there with 

yon, and set) if he will Homin’, Colonel ; — here’s a 

gentleman that wants to go to Thomas W.’s : oooldn't you 
let him have your siuldle-horsi* ?” 

“ How do you do, sir ; I suppose you’d come back to-night ?“ 
“ l^t's my mtentiou ; but I might be detected ^ to- 
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morrow, nalesis it wosld be mcoiiveixieut to you to spare your 
horse.” 

“Well, yes, sir, I r<H?koii yon i*im have her; — Tom! — 
Tom ! — Tom ! Now, has that devilLsh iiiggor jj^one af^niin ? 

Tom ! (^h, Tom ! saddle iiw lilly for iiiis 

Have you ever to Mr. W. s, sir ?” 

“ No, 1 Imvo not,” 

“ It isn’t a very am’ phiee fi»r stmn^'ers to to from here ; 
but I ret'kon I mi dinx t yon, so you 11 have no difticulty,” 

He amirdiiif^dy began to direct me ; but tJie way apjwmred 
so difficult to told, L him to let me make a written 
memorandum, and. from thin memorandum, I n<ov rejs^t the? 
directions he pive me. 

“ You take tliis roa<l here — you 11 sec \xhem it » mofrt 
IraTelled, and it’s easy enough to k**t*p on it for aUmt a mile; 
then then s a fork, and you take the rigid ; j»retty 
TOiill cnifcss a mak and turn to the right — theencksbocmip 
a gtxx! dml latidy, and there’s some big trees falk!n akmg 
tliere, and if they lai n’t got them out of the way, you tnsy 
have some difficulty in hndiug w here the roml is ; but v uu 
keep Wring ofl* to the right, whtw it# the moi^t ojvti (i.r., 
the wcxxl ), and youll mt*. it again pretty soon. Then jvii go 
on, kei^ping along in the road — yuuH where fitUyi We 

travclhtl Ufort — di^r may Ui a of n mile, and voull fiiul 

a cross rr«al ; yon must take that to the left ; pretty 
youll two cabins , one of em’s old and all fiilbn in, the 
other one s new, and ther<*V a white man liv» iitfa» it : ytm 
can’t mistake it. Als»tjt a hundred yard# Wyowl il, llKta’a a 
fork, and you take the left — it ttmm aqmre and it » fenced 
for a g(MKl bit ; ki^ a!<mg by tlie and )ou can’l tnmi 

it. lt‘« right straight Is youd that till ym uome to a iehool- 
houm^, there s a gate op}>o«rito to it, and off Ihm ttierea a big 
house~hat I don't reckon you'll sec it naitliori for the wootk. 
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But somewhere, about tJiree hundred yards beyond the sdiool- 
house, you'll find a httle road rmmiug off to the leff through 
ail old field ; you take tbit, and in leas than half a mile you1l 
find a path going square off to tlie right ; you taka that, and 
kt<tq) on it till you pass a little cabin in the woods; ain’t 
nolKMly lives Uien? now : thim it turns to the left, and When 
you eonie to a fence* and a gate, you’!! see a house tiuw, tliat « 
Mr. tiwrgo liiverB’ plantation — it bniaks ui two, and you 
take tlie right, and when you come to the end of the fence, 
turn the comer— don’t ke<*ij on, hut turn there. Then its 
Btniight, till you come to tlie cm^^k again — thm?’« a bridge 
tln rc ; don’t go c^ver tlie bridge, kit turn to tlie left, and k<M*p 
alou ' nigh the creek, aial prettj* so<An youU fm* a meeting- 
in the w«*ods ; you go to that, and you’ll a patli 
bearing off ti* the right — it loolm as if it was going right auwy 
fnun the cn<*k, but you take* it, and pretty soon it’ll bring you 
to a Mw-mill on the cpvk^ Uj> higher a pit*ee ; you just cross 
the crink there, and yoiill find some |Kx»ple at the mill, and 
they II put you ngbt straight on the miui to Mr. W.’g.” 

How lar is all, air ?’* 

' I r«adk»«n it s ab>ut two hours* ride, when the mads are 
gnd, to tlie fwiw-niili. Mr. W.’a gate is only a mile or so 
k nd iliat, and Uien you’ve got another mile, or k-tter, 
sft**r you get to the gate, hut youll see «w»nie nigger-quarters 
—the niggi rs kjlong to Mr. W., and I rrrkon therll be some 
of Vin round, and they 11 show you just wk*m to go.” 

Aftei n*admg over my niemomndmn. and finding it correct, 
and agrwing witli liim that I idnmld pay two doikrB a*day 
for the mure, wc walked out, and found her saddled and 
waiting for me, 

I renmrkai that she was very gix)d looking. 

Yes, sir ; she ain’t a Imd filly ; out of a mate ihal mm% 
of lady Hackolt by old Loid*know8-wbo, the beat horse we 
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ever had in this port of the cotmtry : I eipect yon have heard 
of him* Oh ! she’s maybe a little playful, but you’ll find her 
a pleasant riding-horse.” 

The filly was just so |deasantly playful, and fWl of well- 
bred life, as to create a joj*lul, healthy, sympathetic, frolic- 
some heedlessness in her rider, and, in two hours, %ve Imd lost 
our way, and I was tiying to work up a d<^ reckoning. 

First, we had picked our way from the store down to the 
brook, through a deeply corrugatid clay-roful ; then there 
was the swarnf), with the lallen trees and thick undc^rwoixl, 
beaten down and liarkid in tlie miry |)arts by waggons 
making a road for themselves, no traces of which ntad could 
we find in the harder, {)t^hbly ground. At length, when we 
came to drier land, and among pine tret*s, we disaivered a 
clear way cut through them, and a distinct road before ns 
again ; and tliis brought us soon to an old eloaru:^, jnsl 
beginning to be grown over with jjinas, in which was the <dd 
cabin of rotten logs, one or two of them fiiUing 
on the door side, and the whole eoueeni having a dangerous 
lurch to one comer, as if too much wliisky had bt^m drunk in 
it: then a more recent deariiig, with a fenced #^eld and 
another cabin, the residence of the white? man we were told 
of, prol)ahly. No white people, however, wert> to be seen^ 
but two negroes sat in the mouth of a wigwam, husking 
maize, and a couple of htmgry liounds came bounding over 
the zig-zag, gateless fence, as if they had agreed with each 
other that they w ould wait no longer for the return of their 
master, but would straightway pull down the first traveller 
tbM passed, and have something to eat before tliey mm quite 
famished. They stopped short, however, when they had got 
within a good ca^whip’s length of u», and ormtented than- 
selves witli dolefully youping as l<mg as we continued in sight. 
'We turned the cornari foUowmg some slight tiaoes of g 
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* fl^d shortly aftermrds met a enricma Tehieiilar establishment, 
probably bel^i^bg to the mastm* of the hotmdsn It comisted 
of an and wheels, and a pair of shafts made of tm- 

barked aapiings, in which was harnessed, by attachments of 
raw hide and fope, a single small black ox. There was a hit, 
made of telegraph wire, in his mouth, hj which he was 
guided, through the metBation of a pair of mncb^knottad 
rope rains, by a white man-— a dignified soreraign, wearing a 
brimless crown — who mi upon a two-bushBl sack (of meai, I 
trust, for the bounds* sake), Imlanccil upon the axle-tree, and 
who saluted me with a frank “ How are you as we came 
opposite each other. 

Scxju after this, we reached a small grove of much older 
and larger pines than we had seen before, with long and 
borixontaily strtjiching bniuches, and duller and thinner 
foliage. In the middle of it was another log ciibin, with a 
door in one of ihf^ giiblo ends, a stove pipe, Imlf rusted away, 
protruding from the other, and, in the middle of one of the 
sides, a small square port-hde, closed by a wooden shutter. 
This must have been the schoobhouse; but iljero were no 
children then alK)ut it, and noappearaua* of there having l)een 
any lately. Near it was a long string of fence, and a gate and 
lane, which gave entrance, proliably, to a large plantation, 
though there was no cultivated land within sight of the 
road. 

I could remember hardly anything after this, except a con- 
tinuation of pine trees, big, little, and malium in shse, and 
hogs, and a black, crooked, burnt sapling, Unit we had made 
Move was a snake springing at us and had jumped away 
from, and then wo luul gone on at a trot — it must have been 
some time ago, that — and then I was paying attentions to 
Jane (the filly's name was Jane Gillau), and finally my 
thoughtei had gone wool-gathering, and we must have tia- 

VOL. I. F 
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veiled some miles out of our way and — “Kerer mind,” said- 
Jane, lilting tier heed, and taming in the directiun wo had 
bemi going, “ I don’t Uiink it’s any great mattw if we are 
lost ; such a fine day — so long since I’ve been out ; if you 
dcm’t care, I’d just as lief be lust as not ; let’s go on and sec 
what we shall come to.” 

“ Very well, my beauty ; you know the country better than 
I do. If you'll risk your dinner, I’m quite rejidy to go any- 
where yon choose to take me. It’s quite certain wc have not 
passed any meeting-hoase, or creek, or saw-mill, or negro- 
quarters, and, ta we have been two hours wj the rcsid, it’s 
evident we are not going st might to Mr. W.’s; I mn«t sec 
what we do jm.ss after this,” and I Kl«x*d up in the stirmjjs as 
we walketl on, to sec what the c<>untr\' aroimd us was like. 

“ Old fields ” — a eoiirs<\ yellow, sandy soil, licaring scureely 
anytliing but pine trees and bnsim-sedge. In some places, 
for acres, the pines would not Is' al*»vi> five ftict high — that 
was land tluit had been in cultivation, iLsed up and “tamed 
out,” not more than six or eight ytare Isdiore ; then tlu,>re 
were patches of ov<!ry age ; sometimes the trees were a hun- 
dred feet high. At long intervals, there were fields in whk'h 
the pine wa.s just bc'ginning to s]>ring in biwntiful green 
plumes from the gn>und, and was y-et hardly noticcahlc 
among tlie dead brown grass and sassafras IamIuw and idack- 
berry vines, which nature first sends to hide the uakednaw of 
the impoverished earth. 

Of living creatures, for milos, not one was to be Mien (not 
even a crow or a Rnow-]>ad), except hi>g«. These — kmg, 
lank, Ixjny, snidco-headod, hairy, wild beaMta — ^woald com« 
dashing across onr jaith, in packs of from three to a doaen, 
with short, hasty grunts, almost always at a gidlep, aad k>dk- 
ing matber to right nor left, aa if they were in panmit erf a 
fox, and were quite certain to catch Inm in the next handred 
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ynrdii ; or diores of littlo pigs would Tine up suddenly in thd 
saige, and »408inper off aquoaling into cover, winle tlieir beroic 
motlicrs wcmld turn round and make a stand, looking 
at us, aa if they were <iuite ready to fight if we advanced any 
further, but always brcmking, as we came near, with a loud 
A / 

(>iic6 I saw a house, actxjws a krge, new old field, but it 
was far off, and tliere was no distinct |with leading towards it 
out of toe waggon-track we were following ; fio wo did not go 
to it, hut continued walking steadily cm through the old fielis 
and j>ine wcxxis for more Uian an hour longer. 

Wc tlu*ij arrived at a grove of tall oak-trees, in the midst 
of nliich mn a lirook, giring motion to a small grist-mill. 
Ikck of the mill wore two log cabins, and near these a num- 
U^r of negww, in bediday eloilicm, were.' standing in gi'oups 
ara«»ng the iaMB. When wo stopj>od one of them came 
towank us. He wort!! a IsittenJ old hat. stiffly utarchc^d shirt 
coUnr, cutting his ears ; ii nxl cmvat, and an old black dreea 
cxxUj thrc'adhant lual a little ragged, but adomcHl with new 
boiss butom He knew Mr. Tlioraas W,, cortaudy be did, 
and he ixickcifluod 1 had come alsmt four miles (be did not 
kiKm but ii might lie eight, if 1 thought so) off the revid I 
had Wn dirfctiHl to folk»w. But that was of no cxmHequenoe, 
because^ lie could show me where? to go by a straight ni4ul — a 
ctohh cut— from here*, that would make it just as ouick for me 
as if I had gone the way I liad intended. 

How far is it from hem Y' I asked. 

“ Oh, ’taint far, nar/* 

How far do you think ?” 

** Wtdl, maasta, I spec* — I spec — (looking at my home) I 
epee, massa, ef you gocB de way, sar, dat I dhow yon, sar, I 
reckon it 11 take you ” 

** How fiur i» U~how many miles 
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“ How many miles, sar ? ha ! masser, I don ’aactly reckon 
I ken tell on — not Visely, sar — liow many miles it is, not 
’|actiy, ’cisely, sar.” 

“ How is that ? — yon don’t what ?” 

“ I don’t ’zactJy reckon I can give yon do drcction excise 
about de miles, sar.” 

“ Oh ! bat how many miles do you think it is ; is it two 
miles ?" 

“ Yes, sar ; ns do roads is now, I tijik it is just about two 
miles. Doy’s long ones, dough. I nvkon.” 

Long out's ? von think it’s more tlum two miles, don’t 
you. then?” 

*• Yes, gar, I rtvkon it’s four or live miles.” 

“ Four or five ! four or live long oius or short ones, do you 
mean ?” 

“ I don ’zactly know, sar, wwlder dey is short ones or long 
ones, sar, but I rwkon you find em laidtiliu’ long ; 1 ^lec 
youll h' aliont two hours fort' you l»> done gow all tlia w»y 
to Mass W.’s.” 

He walkeil on with us a few nsls upon a narrow path, ontil 
we came to a cn»ssing of the strauii ; pmuting to where it 
continued on the other side, he ossund me tliat it w»€»t right 
straight to Mr. W.'s plantation. “ Y*<>a joss keoj* de straight 
road, massar,” he rejicated M-vera! times, and it'll take yon 
right dar, sar.” 

He bad been grinning an*l Isiwing, and constantly touching 
his bat, or holding it in lus han*l during mir oonmaatkm, 
which I understord to« tta’an, titat he wowld thank me for a 
dime. I gave it to him, upon wlueii he rejwiatol liia conttir- 
tioms and his form of direction — " Kiaeji de straight road.". I 
rode throngh tlm Imok, and he (»Ucd out again- “ You keep 
dat mod right siniight, and it’ll take you riglit straight 
dar.” I rode up the bank and ent 4 Brod &e oak wood, and 
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Htill agtiin heaixi him enjoining mo to *‘koep dat road right 
Hbraight/' 

Within lim tlmn a quarter of a mile there wa« a fork in 
the road U> th(j left, which Beemod a good deal more tmveilod 
tlmn tlie straight one ; nevertheless 1 kept the latter, and waa 
soon well sfitisfied that I had done so. It presently let! me 
up a hIojio out of Un* oak woods into a dark evergreen forest ; 
and though it was a mere hridle-patli, it must have existed, I 
ilionght, Wfore the tn^w lM*gan to grow, fur it was free of 
stumjH, and Knns4li and elmn as a gitnlen walk, and the 
pim grew thickly up. alxiut four apart, fui mch side of 
it, their hmijehi-iH nKs*tiiig. just clmr of my head, and making 
ii deTi^» «hadf?. Theft' w*m an agrcsKihlo, slightly 
(xlour in tbo air ; the path was covered with a dwp, elastic 
mat t‘f pine leaves, so that our fxitatep t?ould Imrdly lx* heard ; 
an 1 for a time we gnmtly enj^»ycd going along at a lazy, 
|mcii 1 ,^ W!ilk of Jane’s. It was nooimlay. and bad Ixx n rather 
wann T timn rjuite agrcxMihle *m the opn road, and I 
took my hat off, and let the living pine heaves brush my hair. 
IJuf, after a whih^ i felt slightly chilly ; and when Jane, at 
tliesauu* time, gave a little symjxithiring aij»er, I Umt my 
hv>u\ d«o^m, tlial the limte might nut hit me, until it nearly 
rt f^ted on her rnn^*, dmpjx-^l my liands and pnwid my knees 
tightly iigiiinat lier. Away we K»unde<l ! 

A yji»rueis Jane hud iulicritid from her Dolde grand* 
father ! 

i)ut of tlio (wl dark“green alley, at last, him! S4X>n, with a 
more cautious step, diovn a steep, atony declinty, wet with 
d^'ciduous tnw — Is'cch, ash, oak, gtun — ** gtun,’* l>elovdl <rf 
the “ minstnjis/’ A hniwling shallow Imxjk at the liottom, 
into wliieh our path di^xmdixl, though on the opposite tlkcm 
was a shx?}) high \mk, faced by an impenetralfc \mkb of 
hush and brier. 
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Hare we been foUomng a jmth only leading to a watering- 
place, then ? I «c»e no ('oiitinmiiice of it. Jane <!<¥»« not 
htjsitate at all ; hut, ns if it woh ilie commoniYit thing hem to 
take admuhigo of nature a ongiin5<.»ring in thk way, walking 
into the water,' tuniH her head np atmaiii. 

For more tluui a mile wo omtinual ft»llowing up the brook, 
which mis all the time \mlleJ in by iiiimrmoaniahle lianka, 
overhung by largt^ toxM. Sonietimw it Kivept ?*trongIy 
through a deep channel, eontnud4^1 by iMUikhuw ; m»metimi*a 
pnrh^l and tinklal over a jwd>l>!y h!o{> 4» ; and «*uuetinui?ti hI^xhI 
in brotid, silent anuind the uf which remaiiu‘d a 

skirt of iw, held there Iw hu^ie.^ and long I o»kcii wahfr- 

graj^stss. 

At length mine [un<* Wixul^ again. Jane wan now for 
hearing the hro<»k. I h t her Imvi* ht r own way. and she mxifi 
found a Ix^Uu track iu the \v4k*iIs. It certiuulv wits not the 
“atmiglit n»ad ’’ we hiid Ksm dir»eU^d to hdlow ; hat }bl 
conr^ie was h^s cn»«*k4‘*l than tlmt of the hr»x»k, mal aftiar 
somt? time it us out int*> a more op n o>«ntry» with young 
pinet< and encliKSixl fieltls. Eventmilly we c-aine to a gale and 
lane, which we followed til! w*e came V> anothor en«»s-kne 
leading stniight to a hoin-lKow. 

As soon as w'e tuniel into the crms-kiie. half a do'ij^n little 
negro lx»ys an<l girls were mm running 'U^wml tin? house, Ui 
give alamn We pass'd a Htahle, w'itJi ii cattle-pn hr its aide, 
oppmite which vm a vegetable garckn, with split 

paliiigH ; tJien aertms a nmiiing ulrt^ani jif wnter ; then by a 
small aihin on tlie right ; jind a crOT-crihand klgii jxm, with 
a iiumlxir of fatting hogs in it, on tlie left ; thi?ii kilo a large, 
ineguhir yard, in the midst of wlikli wan tho fiMTU-houiio, 
btdore which were now thnw white clliJdiw, m 

bk(^k onm^ two negro women, and m old Indy mnwriifg 
spectacles. 
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" now dy do, sir ?” said tlio old lady, as wo foiiied np, 
lifted oar hat, and pat our black foot foremost. 

“ Tliank yon, madam, quite well ; but I hare lost my way 
to Mr. Thomas W.’s, and will trouble you to tell me how to 
go fn)m hore to get to his houso." 

By this time a black man came canUoualy walking in foom 
Uio held iMck of iho houso, bringing on axe ; a woAa, who 
hiul Ijoen wasliing clothca in the brook, left hot work and 
came np on the other side, aiul two moro girls climbed up on 
to a heap of logs that liad lioeu thrown upon the groand, 
near the porch, for fuel. The swiiio woio making a great 
n(jwe in Uieir j»o». as if fisj'ling-tirae had come ; and a flock 
of turkeys who gi»bblij»g so incossmiUy and loudly that 
I WiWi not iuiurd. 'Jlie ttld Laly otdi-njJ the turkeys to 
Ilf driven away, bat iiolwdy st»m>«l t*» do it, and I rodo 
iwstrer and i»p(«li!“i njy n-qnest. No Ix'tler sneoesa “ ConT 
yon «Iiow away tiunu lurkeye Y' she asked again ; but no- 
bslv "niKiwed.” A tljird time 1 endeavoured to make 
mvself niul 'niftiisvd. “ Will ynu jikuwc dinMd me how to go to 
Mr. w.-s r 

“ So, sii -not here.” 

‘ Kucust* mo — I ask(<d if yon would direct me to Mr. W.'s.” 

If sonm i>{ you niggi'rs don't ahewUimu turkors. I’ll hare 
you all whijipoii as soon as your mass John comes hoiiie," 
exelaimod tlie old lady, now quite excitesl. Tlio man with 
the axe, witlinut moving towanls tliem at all, picked up a 
billi t of wooil, and threw it at tho biggest eock-lurkt?y, who 
immediately coilap<«ed ; and the whole fles'k aeatterod, chased 
by the two girls who had l>een on the log-heap. 

“ An t dat Colonel Gillin’s mare, masfor ?” asked the M fck 
man, coming up on my left. 

“ You wont to go to Thomas W.’s asked the old lady, 

" Yob, uuuhuu." 
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“ It’s a good many years since I have been to Thomas W,’s, 
and I reckon 1 can't toil you how to go tliere now.” 

“ If master ’ll go over to Missy Abler ’s, I reckon dey ken 
tell ’em dal), sar.” 

And how shall I go to Mrs. Ahler’s ?” 

" You want to go to Miwy Abler ’s ; yon take dat jwith 
right o#r yt»ml dem bur^, tW. by de <kt runi* 

a]ou^ by dat feiico iuU> de and <lat dl take you right 

Htniight dar/' 

“ Ls you come from tolouid (HUin uiansa Y* askitl the 
wash-woman. 

l)id you see a black man dar, dey csills Tom, sar?'' 

** Tom 8 my huBbnid, masssa ; if yt»u’s g^vine liack dab, wkh 
you’d tell um, ef vtui pk-a-si*, aar, ilat I wank him 

partiklar ; wiJi ou, massii ?” 

“ Vts.” 

Tank ytni, masaa/’ 

I l)owt^d to tlic ohl huh\ and, in tuniing to rido off, imw 
two oilier negro lioys wlit* had t*(»me out of ihu wo<k 1», and 
were- now k uning <»ver the f«*nce, anil ^tariug ut m, Bh if I 
were a giant and Jane wiwi a dnigones#*. 

We trotteil uwa\% found tlie imth. aiai.in arnfm nf a mile 
liad our choice of at bventy forka to go ‘^gimight to 
Mrs. Abler s/’ At length, cleared land again, feiKW, stubble- 
fields and a lane, tlmt took m U> a little <‘alaii, wliich fronfid, 
much to ray Buqirisi?, u})on a broad and well-tmvelled road. 
Over the door of the cilbin wa« a sign, done in black, uj>on a 
hogaliead dave, allowing that it waa a “ GnoaEBY/* which, in 
Virginia, raeans the same tiling a« in l!ie!land — a drain-fihop. 

I hung the bridle 'over a rack before the dom , and walked 
in. At one end of the interior was a range of shelves, on 
which were two decanters, some dirty tuiuhlers, a boi of 
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cmekim.a caniiter, arid mveml packages in paper; ajiderthe 
ghidvas a table and a harreJ. At tbe other end of tlie room 
wag a fire-place; near tUis^ a cheat, ami another range of 
glK’lvew, on which ghxKl pkte« and cooking ntenaila : k^twaefii 
thm* and the gnjcery end were a Ijod and a gpizming-whad, 
Ntar tlje gpiiming-whoid mit a tall, bony, sickly, snllcm young 
Wi»man, imrKUig a kngiiiglimg iiilaiit. The fiieulfy wotild 
iMut have disc^mragtd e ither of them from trying bydropjithic 
pim^ticc. In H omier of tlie tire-plaoe» mit n man, mnoking a 
pi|K*. He aH I enkwl, walktdi &axm to the giwery- 
shch w, tnnuJ a clmir rouml at the teble, and aaki*«l me to 
tiike a I t?xcug 4 **:l my^df, and reqm^U^d him to direct 

u* Hr. W.’g. He Wi lu*arxl of aiich a man living some- 
wtiere iiImhjI then*, tot he did wot know whertv He rejKatcd 
I big. with an tiaili, when I dt^iditud to “take** anything, and 
jidib^l, tlial he hial not livcil Inw long, and he wm sorry be 
iiH(i ever collie hoio. It wag the worst job, for hinmdf. evcT 
he hd. when !i*‘ miiw hcn% though all ho wankd wag to just 
get a living. 

*I roih^ on till 1 aiim? to anottor house, a very [dmsant 
little k»m^, with a sh eji. giilhd roof, otining at the lioftoni, 
ami extending over a little gallery, which wm niUtvd, by 
from the voiid ; Ixiek of it were stiihh^ and nt^gro- 
cabins, and by ifr side was a snuil! ganleii, and bi^yond that 
a jHwb-orclmrd. Ah I ap|miachixl it, a well-dnv«s<d young 
man, with an intelligent and pheasant liw, rnnii* out into tlie 
gallery. I asknl him if he anilJ dirtct me to Mr. W/a. 
‘‘Thomas W.a?'* he iiupiiriHl. 

‘‘ Ym, sir." 

You are not going in the right diroction to go to Mr. W.’a. 
The ahorteat way you am take to go there is, to go right 
back to the Court House.’* 

I tA>ld him I liad just como out of the lane by the grooery 
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on to the road. “Ah! well, I’ll tell yon; yon had better 
tnm round, and kwp ri^ht Ktrai^ht ujwn thU road till you 
get to tho Court House, and anybody can tell you, there, 
how to go.” 

“ How far is it. sir ?” 

“ To the Court House ? — not above a mile.” 

“And to 3fr. W.’s ?” 

“To Mr. W.'s, I should thinJc it was as much as ten 
miles, and long ones, f<io.” 

I rotle to tlie Court House, which wns a phiin brick build- 
ing in the centre of a small !»»|uarc. around which there were 
twenty or thirty houses, two of them leing o<eupie<l as stores, 
one as a sntldler’s shop, one liad the sign of “ Law Ollico" 
nism it ; one was a jail ; two W(>re ts'ciipifxi by physician*, 
one other hsiked iis if it might Is' ti me* ting-house* or schijol- 
honse, or tho shop of any meclijinie needing much light for 
his work, and two wen* '* Ihih ls. " At oiu* of thes** wo 
stopjxsl to dine; Jane lial “ com and fodtler” (tlw?y had no 
outs or liay in th*! stable), and I luvl loun and eggs (they 
liafl no fresh m*«it in tho hous**). I ha«l wweml oUmr thiiigl!, 
Iwnvever, tliat were very good, las*id<M th* cii*m[»iny of the 
landhvly, who sat alone with nio, at the table, in a long, 
dining liall, and was very pretty, aniiahl*.*, and talkative. 

In a course of apologies, which came in tlie phuxi of soup, 
she gave me the fln<* to the asuemldage of negrew I had #e«n 
at the mill. It was Cliristmas week ; ail tho Mrvauts thotight 
they must g% for at least one day, to have a fitolie, iffid to-day 
(as luck would have it, wlien I was oonung,) her cook wae 
off with wime others ; she did not suppose they’d lie back till 
to-morrow, and then, likely as not, tiiey’d b« drunk. She 
did not think this custom, of letting servantu gD so, at 
Christmas, was a good one ; n^gers were not fit to lie let to 
take care of themselvee, anyhow. It w»« very bad for thm, 
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and she didn’t tliink it wa« rigH. Providanco had put the 
eermuta into our hands to bo looked out for, and dbe didn’t 
believe it was intended they ahouU be let to do all stiito 
of wickcdnesH, even if (Thnatnuia did coma bnt once a year. 
She wished, for W part, it did not come but once in ten yeai». 

(The negitKjs, that W'cre husking niause near the cabin where 
the wiiito man livcxl, wen*, no doubt, skrea, who had hired 
theiws<dv(S!i out hr the dav, <Iariiig tlie Imliday-week^ to earn 
a little money on their own amiunt.) 

lu regard U) the siaai of the dining-hall, and the extent of 
shtsia in the atab!e-yard, tlm kndkdy told me timt ilumgh at 
(ther tiue^ they very ofUm did not Imve a single guwt in a 
(lay, at G>urt time ’’ they alwap liad more tliaa they amid 
('ouifortobly aeamnnaUto. I judgal, also, from htu* luauneiB 
and tlit* general apjKmmnce of the house, m well m tj\»m the 
(diargca, iliat, at such tinicsa, the company might l»e of a 
rather reajjgjctobht chamerh^r. Tile ajipjsaraua* of tlie other 
pubiir hfiitio indifatixJ tbii it exjs.tiai a Iea» mdwt {mtronage. 

Wlnm I felt my dm etion was l4]( ka^p on the main nuad 
until I fsane^ to a fork, about four milw distant, tlieu take the 
left, ami keep iJi* rmul, until I came to a wrtain 

ho'we, w hich was «o dm^rikd that I should biow it, whtTO I 
wa4 advwd to aak fuilher diax^tions. 

The sky waa now chmdmgover ; it w‘a« growing add ; and 
we w< lit on, m kat a« we conveniently onild, until \m a^ached 
the fork in tlie road. The din^on to keep the besktrsi veiled 
road, wm miphsaanatly prominent in my iiiiiid;^it was near 
smw*t, I reflwtol, and however jolly it might be at twelve 
o’ckx’k at ntxin, it would quite another tiling to be knock* 
ing uKmt among tlioae fi(£Ut5e hoga in the pine*faiwet, if I 
should k lost, at twelve o’clock at night. Besides, ag the 
landlmly said akmt her negroes, I did not think it was right 
to expose Jane to this danger, unneoessajily. Alxttle bey<^ 
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the fork, tliere was a lar^e, pray, old honso, %vith a proYe of 
tall pjplais lK‘fore it ; a ri^pectal)U\ coimtrj^-peiitloinaii-of- 
the-old-8chool look it liad. — Theao ol<l \irpiniaua are pro 
verbially ha^pitablt\— It’s rather impudent ; but I hate to go 

hack to the (xmrt Hoiw, and I am 1 will ride on, and 

look it in the faa\ at any rate. 

Zigzag ftuictv up to a large, square yanl, growing full of 
Londiardy iHq>lar apmuta, from the ro<ds (»f eight or ten old 
h-ees, which were planted mmv fifty years ago. I B«p|>os«\ in 
u double row. on two sides of the hoiuw*. At the further end 
of this yard. Iwwond the hoiis4>, n giite o|h‘U*.hI on the rotwl.iind 
t*ut of this was just tlnm I'omiug a black man. 

I uiqtiired of him if there was a houH«>, near bv. at which 1 
eottld get aectmimmhition f<»r the night. Kis*koned hia 
inistcr’d take me in, if I d ask him. Where was his master ? 
In the hou'ie : I (»uld g ♦ right lu here (at a ]»kcc^ where a 
piled of the paling Imd fallen over) and him if I wautod to, 
I asked him to hold my honw,*. and went in. 

It was a simple two-story house, very much like tboao btiilt 
hy the wciilthier class of jieople in New England villager, 
from fifty to a hundred years ago, exe^'pt that the chiiiiiieyH 
were airried up outside tlie walls. Tlir»re was a |H»reh at the 
front door, and a small wing at one md, in the rear : firtiin 
tills wing to the other end extended a liroail gallerj\ 

A dog had iK^en l«jking at me aft4ifr I Imd dismotmled ; 
and just as I reachi^l tlie st^qi^ of the gallery, a vigorous, 
middle-aged #inan, with a rather sullen and suspirious «?i- 
prmion of face, came ool without any amt on, to $m what 
had excited him. 

Doubting if he were the master of tiie house, I told him 
that I had come in to inquire if it wouM lie emiveiitmt to 
allow me to spend the night with them. He asked where I 
cam? from, where I was going to, and varioua otlier queatioiM, 
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until I had pfiren liim an qntome of mjr day's nmndoringa 
and ailventtmsB ; at tlie oonclmiioii of which ha walked to the 
end of the gallery to look«t my hoaie ; then, without giving 
me any aiiKwer, but rautteriug indistinctly aometlimg about 
aen ants, walked into tlie house, shutting the door behind him ! 

Wfdl, thought 1, this is not overwhelmingly hospitable* 
Wlmt CiiH it mean ? 

While I wag c<]iiigidering whether he exacted me to go 
without any further talk — hi» cnnmiiy lacing, I judged, 
gatiHliftl — lie came out again, and aaid, “ Ik-ckou you can 
Htoy, sir, if youll take what we'll give you.’* (Tlie gtHnl man 
litiwl Iwn in to commit hia wife.) I rc*plicxl that I would do 
HO thankfully, and bo|ictl they wouU md give iheuiwdveH any 
muuvi^iiary trouble, or alter their usual ktiiily amingemente. 

I wm then invibd come in, but I priderw^l to my 
hom^ taken care of first. My lajst calhd for * Sam," two or 
thnM' timm, and then aiud he rr^’kom^l all hm " liad 

gone off, and he would attr^nd to uiy horn.! lunujelf. I offered 
Ut immt him, imd we walkeil out to the gate, when* the 
n(^o, not lieing inelintd to wait for my ndurn, hail left 
Jaiio fashmed b) a post. Our hmi conducted m U> an old 
Hi^uaro log-calnn which hail formerly bt^n xm%\ for curing 
lidm*co, there l^eiiig no nsim for Jane, he «aid, in the gtables 

JirOjKT. 

Tlie thior of the tolmcoo-hoiiao wa» covered with lumber, 
old plouglta, acythea and cmdleg, a part of which ha*l to lie 
r(!movrd to make mm f(»r the filly to ataiuL She was then 
iudu 0 ^, witl;» some difficulty, tt> enter it through a low, 
«quaiie dm»rway ; saddle and bridle were removed, and ahe 
wa« lMten??d in a comer hy a piece of old plough-line. We 
them went to a fidder-stack, and ptilhxl out from it several 
small bundim of umij^ leaves. Additional fi^l and wut^ 
were pmsnked when aome of the niggers came in ; and, 
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after righting np an old door tlmt Imd fallen from one lunge, 
and 8t‘tting a rail against it to keep it in its place, we re- 
turned to the lionso. « 

My host (wlioin I will call Mr. Newman) olwen-ed that 
his buildings and fenw'S were a gf>od dml ont of order. He 
had owu«l the place but a few y»«rs, and ha<l not had time to 
make much improvement about the house yet. 

Entering the mansion, he bxik me h) a large room on the 
first flwr, gave me a chair, went out and wkmi ndiimt-d (now 
wearing a coat) with two uegn> girls, one Iringing wixsl and 
the other some flaming brands. A tire was iiuah- with a 
grmt deal of tn>nble, wsilding of tlie girls, bringing in more 
br.ind.s, and blowing with the m«inth. When the nsim had 
been sufi'iK-atingly tillinl with smoke, and at length a strong 
bright blaze swejvt sUadily up ibe chimney. Mr. Newman 
again w«;nt ont with the gdrls, and I was b-ft akiiio for mwrty 
an hour, with ono interruption, whon he came in and thr«w 
wime more wo<si u[x>n the lire, and avid h« bo{)od I would 
make myself c<jmfortable. 

It was a square nx>m, with a door from the hall on one aide, 
and two wmduws on each of the other aklee. The bw«r part 
of the walls was W!un!Wot<'d, and the npjwjr part, with the 
ceiling, ]>lastered ami whitewashsid. The fire-place and 
mantel-piece were aomewhat csenred, and were painted bhis’k ; 
all the wfKjd-work lead colour Ititie paper mtainii etn'CKd 
the windows ; tlie flwjr wa« anoarpifted, and the only funutute 
in the mom was aoioe sfexuig plain cfaatts, psunted ycUow, and 
a Connocticut clock, whadt did not nan. The hoowe bad 
evidently been built for a family td some wcsilth, and, irfter 
having ken dm>rtcd Iw thma, had heoa lanight al a haripuD 
by the preaent reRideot, who either had not the eapital or the 
inchnation to fnmiah and occupy it appropriately. 

When my entortamer called agiiii, W merely tfcned (he 
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door and said^ Come ! get eomeUMBg to eat !” I followed 
him out iuto tiie gallery, and thenee through a door at ite eud 
into a room iu the a family room, and a very com- 

£>rtahle bomelj room. A hountiMly apread «upj>er-tal>le 
storni in the eantre, at which wii« Hitting a very neat, pretty 
little woman, of m ailent habits an her huahand, but naitiier 
l)ii«hful ia>r mmmcK A very nice little girl aat at her right 
aide, and a j^eevinh, ill-lielmved, whiiiing glutton of a lioy at 
her left. I uraa rt3(|m?iHt4xl to l^e adjoining ilie little 

girl, and tlie maaCer of the hoom* aat opposite me. Tbefourtli 
«klo <»f the table waa nnoci.*upi<Hl, ikmgh a |»late and chair 
wen placed tlnuie, m if wune one elae Imii l>ei»n expock^d. 

The two negio girla waik^J at table, and a negrt)^ boy mm 
in the room, wIm>, when 1 for a gla«s of wattf, waa 
to g^it it. An old negro woman iilau ftx*^iif*ntly came in from 
the kitchen, with lint faweuit aird eorn-mke. Tbenf* mm fried 
fowl, and fricul ijuorm and eggn, and cold ham; there w*en» 
pimiTTod |M«litsii, and pnta*rt4d qnincrw and gra}»o8 ; Uic*re 
VFM hot >theiikm lifeHCuit, and hot HhortH?ak«v and liot mm- 
cake, iaid hot grkUle euktw. aoabd in butter; ihero mm 
ami Uiertf wa*H milk, «»>ar or whichever I pre- 

feio-d to drink. I n'ully ate more tiian I wanted, and cut- 
kdlid the twn-csaie and tlie ja^acli prese rve, ami mkeA how 
thfw were mdf* ; l>ut I evi<leiitly dimip{H>mk*d my pitdty 
hciHtiw, who aaid dm wna afraid thert^ warnkt anything that 
«nite<l uWi — iibo fa^rij*! lWn:» mmn^t anything on tlie Imlde 
I c'taild eat ; and aim weh m^rrx i couldn’t male out a atipper. 
And thk waaalimt all ahe wimldisay, I tried to get a eonver- 
aation atartad, but could obtain Iittla more than ?ary iacmiic 
anawetu to my quwiiona. 

Exwpt from the little girl at my akle, whoee aotildaiieo I 
gainoil by taking an oppi>rtuniiy, whim her mothex waa 
^gagad with young Hot>eful t’other sido tlm ottSE^pot, to 
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give hear a great deal of qmtice and grape, and aevem! 
tiinea pouring molaasea very freely on her eakee and bacon ; 
and finally by fet4ing Pink out of my haiid. (Hoj>eM Imd 
done tluK first, and then kickeni him away, when he came 
round to Martha and me.) She told me her name, and tliat 
she had got a kitten, and tliat she luital Pink ; and tlmt she 
went to a Sunday-seh(K>l at the Court House, and that she 
was going to go to an eveiyMlay stduKd next winter — she 
wasn't big onongh to walk so far now, but she woui^ Ik* then. 
But Billy miid he didn't nu^^in to go, U^iusc* he dkln’t like to, 
though Billy was bigger nor she was, a ht»ap. 8he reekcmcyl 
when Billy saw WasL Baker going {mst rwery day. and heard 
how mu(‘li fun be Iiail every tL<y with the other hoys at the 
scIuNd, he would want b) go Uh\ wouldn't he? etc. etc. 
When snpjier was enth^tl, I sid kit*k my elniir to the wall, 
and bxA her on my ; but after she IurI l^n told iwiee 
not to trouble tin? gentleman, tuid I lunl ii^tified that she 
didn't do it, and aft<‘r scwenil mild hints that I wouhl fauitspa 
find it jilaisaater in the sitting-nsim — (the cliairs in tlie 
snpj>er-n¥un were the ewsu*st, l«ung count{y»iiiiide, hw, and 
with iuidrc«ml catCskin), she was called b», out of tlie 
kitchen, and Mr. Newman said-going to the d^ior ind 
opening it for me— •‘lUrkon you'd Wtitfr walk into Hie 
sittin’-rfHim, sir/* 

I walkal out at this, and mdi I would go and lotA it the 
filly. Mr. Newman ^rallt^l Sam '' and 8iidS*liamg 
at tlwit moment airiii?*! at liie kitchen door, wm ordtferl to go 
and take care of this gentleman's horn. I followed Sam to 
the bdioceeKhomie, and giire him to know that be wemid hi 
propTly renii*mk?red for any attontioiif Ite eotiM gtf# fe> dine. 
He wintered her, and lirought bar i large »iip|dy cif oafi in 
straw, and some maize on the cdb ; Imt Ini 0f>nld gitd no Kttor, 
and declared there was no stmw m the plaiitatk% dtongh 
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the next morning I saw a lar^ qnantify in a heiq;) (not a 
stack), at a little greater distance than he ime willing to go 
fiur it, 1 suppose, ^ a bam on the opposite «de of the road. 
Having seen her rubbed clean and apparently well contented 
with her quartan and her supper, I hade hmr gcwd-ni^, and 
returned to the bouse. 

I did not vmitare again into the nnppor-room, bat went to 
the sitti^-ruom, where I found Hiss Martha Atm and bar 
kitten ; nraa having a good time witli her, when her father 
came in and told licr she was “ troubling the gentleman.” 
1 denied it, and he bsik a seat by the hre with us, and 1 soon 
succeeded in drawing him into a onnwraation on fitnuing, and 
tlie dil&rpmws in our roelhoda of work at the North and those 
he was accustomed to. 

I learned tliat there wen> no white laiioaring men here who 
hired themsdves oat bv tlm month. The jioor white jicople 
that had to labour for their living, not*er would work steadily 
at any emploviuent. “ They gencmlly followed hating" — 
hiring m hands on the bataius tiiat nariirate the small streams 
tmd canals, hut never for a longer t 4 >n» at once tlum a single 
trip of a bmi, wheUier tliat might he lung or short. At iho 
eud of Uas trip they were {laid by the day. Their wages 
woi 'jt from fifty mate to a dollar, varyiugtwitli the demand and 
wdirklual cajwcitim. Tk*y linrdly over worked on fanns 
eseqd in harvest, when they usually rreeived a dollar a day, 
aomotunes more. In hurviat^time, most of iho rural mecha- 
nics duaed their sl) 0 |>s and hired out to the farmers at a 
dollar a day, which would indicate tfa^ their uidmarj eam- 
mgs are coosiderehly less Uian this. At mother than hacveid- 
time, the ]>our white [louple, who Imd no trade, would 
iometimes work for the fanners by the job ; not often any 
n^nhur agTicultural labour, but at getting nils or siuiqg^tes, 
or dearing land. « 
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He did not know that they were partienlar about working 
with negroes, but no white man woukl ever do certain kinda 
of work (sneii as taking care of cattle, or getting water or 
wood to be used in tlie luniai^) ; and if you should ask a white 
man you bid hired to do such tilings, he wtuild get mail and hdl 
you he wasn't a nigger, I\H>r white girls imvT hirt*d out to 
do servants* work, but they would conn? and help another 
white w'onian about her siwingaiul quilting, and ^e wngea 
for it. lint thm^ girls w<»n» not very re^fijartahle" »rnNiilly, 
and it was not agriHiible to have them in your though 

there wtTe siune vm' resjs ctabU* ladiiM that woubl go out to 
sew. Fanners dejiendi^l almost entirely npin their negrr»B< ; it 
was only when they wen* hard pushtd by their tliat 

they ever got white hands tt» h<dp them. 

Negni^^i luid eonnuiUHb*»l such high wages lately, to work' 
on railrauli and in tolnw^eo-fai torii^s, iliat fanners were kunpted 
to hire out to»> many of tlieir jatqihs and to lUiderfadke to Ad 
hx> mnch work with tiiose tiny n^iuiiml ; and ilitm tboy watw 
often driven to employ white men. and togivetliem my high 
wagi*s by the <Uy, wfjen tJuy found Ua^mselves getting much 
behind-bind with their eD>{»s. He hm! hmm driven V4*iy imtdl in 
this way this last mm^n ; he bwl uafortiuuite m to low 

one of his woun i% wb> dj^I in ciny-Jied junI 
The loss of ilie woman and her child, for tho fitild hwl died 
ulm, just at that time, mine very Imrtl U|a^» biu* lio would 
not Intvfj taken a tlmumnd dollars of any ramis he them. 

He Im^i had to hin^ whik mi® t* Iwdp hitu, Imt they WiTO |W>r 
sticks, and would b» l^f the lime dmiik, and you mmsf kuw 
what to de|x*nd upon with tJim. One Wkw that be bid 
hired, who had agre^xl to work for him all iltfough harviwt, 
got him to |iuy him soma img^w in mhmt^ (b" mid it w»i to 
buy torn some elotliaa with, m llmt lie tmli go to mertoig tui 
Sunday, at the Court Houae), and went off tlm imt ifciyi r%bl 
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in the mitMle of harvest, and he had never seen him «inee. He 
Imd heard of him — h© was on a boat — ^bnt he didn't reckon ha 
should ever get bis money again. 

Of amrm, he did not ne© how white labonrers were ever going 
to come into competition with negnies hare, at aU. You nev^ir 
could definend on white men, and you couldn’t drim them any ; 
they wouldn’t stand it. Slaves were ilie only relmU© labourm 
—yon Offuld ammand them and make them do wlmt was right. 

Fronfthe manner in which heUilkotlof the white Inlwuiring 
j>c^>pU% ii WHS evident Umt, altliough he plac<*d tliom in mme 
sort on an e<|uality with himself, and tliat in his interc^mrso 
with them he wouldirt think of asmirtiug for hiim<elf any 
HUjM rior dignity, or even feed hims(*lf to hf jmlnjuiizing them 
in not doing so, he, all Um time, rwigm/-o<l them m a 
di«itiiiet and a rather dcspic^abl© class, ami w»i^l*^d to have as 
litil© U> do witli them as he wiiveiik nUy Ot>uld. 

I hav© Imn o» 3 o or iwim told tJiat ilie |HX»r wliite i>et»ph% 
mtMifiing tJiosc, 1 K«|if}s»s©, who bring nothing to market to 
exclumgo for money but ilieir lahmr, altliough they may own 
a cabin ami a little famitujnt\ and cultivaU' land enough to 
suppiy til* nscKw witli Imad, are won^i otf in ahn^ist 

111! than lli© slaviu. They are said to la* eximtn^lj 

igaoimnt and inimoml, m well m indideiii and nnambitidus. 
Timt tiieir condition is not so luifoilunate by any mimns m 
that of negii>f.»s^, however, is most tdn bius, sine** from among 
them, iwm iaim*»limes devut© the^msedveg to jairitions and 
habits of tnw^fuliuwsii, ami nvja«ctaliility. T!i©y are said to 
mmipt’’ the negnw, agd to encourage Uiem to stml, or to 
work for IImub at night and on Hiuidays, and to pay them with 
licinor, and also to romitantJy assoetate iicentiomdy with tibem. 
They seem, nevertheb^, mom Uuin any oUiar portiem of the 
community, to imb and dospiiie Uie negnaw. 

In Um niidiA of our eonvoraatiaiii one of tho Uiok tuidi 

a 2 
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come into the room und stood still witJi hor hi^ fliiop|>od for-* 
vmitl, staring at me fioni oiidijr her brown, witbont saving a 
word. When she Imd wiiiteti, in this way. perhaj)s two minutos, 
her master tamed to her and asked wlmt idie wanted, 

** Miss Matty myn Marta Ann go to M now/’ 

But Miirtha Ann refasc^d to bodge ; aflU*r being told once op 
twice by her hither to go with Rtw, ahe came to me and lifted 
up her hamls, 1 sopjKiBeil to km me and go, but wiien I 
rcfich(sl down, she took hold of my ahoulJera and cJunbeil op 
on to my knees. Her father seemed to take no notice of this 
pi-occ^xling, but contmue<l talking akmt guano ; Roae went to 
a comer of the fire-place, dropi^ed down uf>ou the fl<w, and 
presently mm aslwp, laming h<T haul against tlie wall. In 
al>oat half an homr the otlier negro girl cwme to the door, 
when Mr. Newsman abruptly aiUf<l<»ut, “Girl ! talu^tliai child • 
to bid and imnudmli ly gi>t up hima'lf and walked out* 
roimd herm ifi unci lifted Martha Ann out of my anni,, 
aiid Carrie*! lu r off hist asleep, BIr. Xew^man r«4arncd hold* 
ing a small c;md!i% and, without cmti'ring tlie room, stood at 
the diK^r and miitl, “ I’ll show yon your lad if you am raadyi 
sir.” As be evidently mtiint, “ I am ready to dhow yon to 
bed if you will not refuse to go,” 1 followed liiin up 
Into a huge mm. again, with nix wmdowa, with a fiiw- 
place, in which a few bnmda ware amakmg, with iwote wool 
apreiid ti/udy upai tlio fWip in a corner ; witlj a ioairn amaii 
biimlh^ of toljRcco leavt*^ ; with a lady’a laddle} with a doif 
fe:itlier-Ud, cciver«yl with a bright pidkh-^wiwrk on a 
maple k’^lstcud, and wftk^ut a aingle itam of any othor fliriii* 
tore w Imtever, Mr, Hmtmm aakod if 1 mnmi the cntidk to 
tmdreas by ; I «aid yes, if lio md waited a laomantfijr 

him ki mi it down : aa lie did ncA do ao, I alallisd lowwnii 
him, lifting my Imnd to take it, ** No-^Il kdd it/" Mid ho, 
and I then pcrccared that he had no ciiidlcitidki hoi hi#' 
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the lean little dip ia lun bimd : I ienMwbenail ahio thst no 
oandJe had been hrooght into the “ tdttiag-mom," sod thU 
while we wore at supper only one caudle had stood u|)<m the 
table, which had bem imiuediateiy extiiigniahed when we 
rose, the ro<»in being lighted only from the fire. 

I very quickly unlresaod and hung my clothes apmi a bed- 
post ; BIr. Newman looked on in silenco until 1 had got into 
bed, when, with an abrupt “ Guod-uigbt, sir,” he went out and 
shut the door. 

It was not until after I had consulted Bam the next moming 
that 1 veotured to consider that my entertainment might he 
taken as a mere bosinew transaction, and not as “ genuine 
piant^’s boapitality,” though this lutd Ijocome rather a ridi- 
cuktns vu*w of it, after a repetition of the supiw, m all 
res]>ectN, had hemi eahm tar breakfast, with equal morospneas 
on the part of my host and equal quietness on llui jwrt of hia 
kititl-hsiking Uttlfi wifr. I was, mnerUiekysi, amused at tim 
proiuptiieas with which be tvphed to my ratlier Inwitating 
inquiry — ^what 1 might pay him for (he trouMe I bad given 
him — " I reckon a dollar and a quarter will be right, sir.” 


I have described, perhaps with tedious predixity, wliat 
alvauturea befell me, and wUat scenes I passed thnmgh in my 
Unit day's tmndom ridiuK, for the porpcMe of giving an idea of 
tliu uncultivated and unimproved — ratlier, sadly worn and 
miHused-^ndition of aomo parts, and I judge, of a very Urge 
prt, of aU Eantem Virginia, and of the isolated, lonely, and 
dksneiahie aspect of the dwelling-places of a large put of the 
people. 1 sa 1 sic(|a 0 oUy rode for three weeks in Eastern and 
Central Tirf;^ia, the country difibring not rerj greatly in its 
characUaistioa from that here described. 

Much the same general characteristios pemde tite Skw» 
States, everywhere, except in orniain rich r^;iaiui, (»r en the 



86 


COTTON AND SLAVEBT. 


htnlra of some rivers, or in the vicinity of some preat rontfis 
of travel and tninsi*ortation, which have occaaioned closer 
setUement or stiiuulaU'd puhlic spirit. For hours and hours 
one has to ride tha'UKh the unliinitwl, continual, all-slmdow- 
ing, all-embracing forest, following rotuls, in tlje mjtking of 
which no more labour has Wn given than was nfy«»«itrj' to’ 
remove the timl>er which would olwtnict the passage of wag- 
gons ; and even for days and days he may aometimes travel, 
and scf never two dwellings of mankind within sight of «ich 
other ; only, at long distances, ofleii sevenil miles juinnder, 
the*.' Lsolatwl plantation pafriandiah'S. If a traveller leavea 
the main road to gv> any distance, it is not to lx* imagined 
how iliSicult it Is for him to find his way from one house to 
any other in particular; hi.s only safety is in the fact tliat, 
unless then* are momituin.s or swuiuiw in the way, he in not 
likely to go many mihs uj«in any waggjui or taWHe track 
without coming to some white man’s hahitation. 

The countiT pa.w-d through, in the early part of my 
second day’s ride, wits very similar in general ebaraderiatiai 
to tliat 1 have alnndy diserilasl ; only tluit a ratl»*T huger 
portion of it vnia elairod, aiw! piantatuHis were mote frequent. 
About eleven o’clock 1 cmssieil a Isridge and ouae to th« 
ineeting-hou.se I had been e*]H)ding to reach liy tlmt lumr 
the previous day. It was in the midst of tlw wood*, and the 
small clearing nroiuul it wn* still doth*d with the atnmpfi of 
the trees out of whose trunks it liad be*>n hatU ; for it wa* ■ 
log structure. In oi»« end there was a nngle nqwire port, 
ciost.d by a sliding shutter; in the other end mm two doom, 
both standing ojsm. In front of tlie doors, a rode *catE>tding 
had Win made of poles and aapUng*, exteudini,** out twwrty 
feet from the wall of the house, and this bad bet® covered 
with boughs tf trees, the leaves now withered ; a few beoehfw 
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made of split tnmks of trees slightly hewn with the axe, 
were arraugod under this arboor, as if the religions senrice 
was Hometiues conducted on the outside in prefereaoe to the 
interior of the edihoo. lioukiiig in, 1 saw that a gallery or 
loft extended trom over the doom, across about one-third the 
length of the house, access to which was had by a ladder. 
At the opjKMito end was a miuarc un}iaiDted pulpit, and on 
the floor were rows of rude benches. The house was suffi- 
ciently lighted by crevii-es Is'twotni the upper logs. 

Half an hour after this I arrived at the negro-quarters—# 
little Iminlct of ten or twelve small and dilapidated cabins. 
Just beyond them was a plain hum-gate, at which several 
negroes were standing ; one of them, a well-made man, with 
an iutelligout countenance and prompt manner, directed me 
how to find my way to his owner’s house. It was still nearly 
a mile distant; and yet, until 1 arrivoil ui its irmnediato 
vicinity, 1 saw no cultivated held, and hut one clearing. In 
tlie edge of this clearing, a uiunber of uegnsw, male and 
female, lay strtti'b««d out u(<on Uie ground near a small 
smoking charcoal }>it. Their uioster ath^rwords informed mo 
Uiat they wtire burning charcoal for the plantation hiaeksmith, 
udng the tune allowed Utem for holidays— from Christmas to 
hew Year’s Hay— to eanr a little money for themselves in this 
tmy. He paid them by tho iKwheJ for it. Illien 1 said that 
1 sup]xjsed ho allowed them to take what wood Uiey chose for 
this pur]XMM», be replied. Utat he had five hundred acres 
covered with wood, which he would be very glad to have any 
one bum, or dear off in any way. 

Mr. VV.'s bouse was an old fiuoily manaion, which he had 
himself remodelled “ in the Grecian style,” and fiounudied 
with a large wooden portioo. An oak fonest bad orighmtly 
occupied the gruoiid where it stood ; but Utis tmving hem 
doai^ and the soil worn out in coltivation Iiiy tbs fawrkiat 
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proprietoiB, pine woods now snmnmdod it in every direetion, 
a square of a few acres only being kept clear ixnmadiataly 
alK>nt it. A nmuber of the old oaks still st(X)d in ike rear of 
the house, and, until Mr. W. commenced ‘^his improve- 
ments/^ there bad been some in its front. But as he deemed 
these to have an aspec^t of negligence and rudeness, not quite 
proj)er to be associated with a fine house, ho had cut them 
away, and substituted formal rows of niisemble little aiianthus 
trees. I could not lK‘lieve my ears till this explanation had 
been twice repeated to mo. 

On three sides of tlio outer part of the cleared square, 
which was called “ the lawn,'* but which vms no more like a 
lawn than it was like a sen-k^adi, there was a row of negro- 
cabins, stables, tobacco-houacs, and otliir oiTices, all built of 
rough logs. 

Mr. W. was one of tixe fc*w large pknters of his vicinity 

who stiU made the culture of tobaa^o their principal busiticss. 

He said there was a general prejudice against tobacco, in all 

the tide-water region of the State, Ijecause it was tlirough the 

culture of tobica) that the once fertile soils had been im- 

* 

poTerished ; but he did not believe that, at the prewait value 
of negroes, their labour could be applied to the eulture of 
grain, with any profit, except under peculiarly favourable cir- 
cumstances. Possibly, the use of guonb might make wheat 
a paying crop, but he still doubted. He had not used it, 
hi^lf. Tobacco required fresh land, and was rapidly ex- 
hausting, but it returned more mon^, for the labonr used 
upon it, than anythiqg else ; enough more, in his opinion, 
to pay for the wearing out of the land. If he was woU paid 
for it, he did not know why he should not wear out his land , 

His tobacco-fields were nearly aD in a distimt and lower 
part of his plantation ; land which had been neglected befmra 
hia time, in a great measure, because it had been eometuMS 
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6ooded, and mu, mndi of tiie year, too wet for ealtiratuHi. 
He wae drauUugand clauriog it, and it now bconght good crape. 

Ho had had an Irifdi gang draining for him, hy ocmtract. 
He foooght a negro oonld do twiee ae mnch work, in a day, 
as an Irishman. He had not stood over them and seen them 
at work, bat judged entirely from the amount they aooom- 
plished : he thought a good gang of negroee wonld have got 
(m twice as fiist. He was sore they must have “ trifled ” a 
great d(^, or they would have aoeoropliahed more than they 
had. He complained much, also, of their sprees and quartehi. 
1 asked why he ^ould employ Irishmen, in prcibrenoe to 
doing the work with his own hands. “ It’s dangerous work 
[unhealthy ?j, and a negro's life is too valuable to be risked 
at it. If a negro dim, it’s a oonsidetable loss, you know.” 

He afterwards said Uiat his negroes never worked so hard 
as to tiro themselves — always were lively, and ready to go ofl* 
on a frolic at night. He did not think they ever did half a 
&ir day’s work. They could not bo matle to work hard : they 
never would lay out their strength freely, and it was imjKiesible 
to make them do it. 

« 

This is just what 1 have thought when I have seen slaves 
at work — tbjy seem to go through the motions of labonr 
without pntring strength into them. They keep their poweaw 
in rmerve for their own use at night, jicrhaps. 

Mr. W. also said that he cultivated only the poarsm’ and 
lower-priced sorts of tobacco, because the finer soirts required 
more pain-staking and discretion than it was possible to mata 
a large gang of negroes use. “ You can make a nigger work,” 
ho said, “ hut you catmot make him think.” 

Although Mr. W. was so wealthy (or, at least, would he 
Qonsideted anywhere at the North), and hod been at college, 
his style of living was very farmor-like, and thorongUy 
Bofothon. On their plantations, generally, the Yiiginia gen- 
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tlemen seem drop their full dress imd constramed towa 
Jhabits, and to live a free, rustic, shooting-jiit^ket life. We 
dined in a rocmi that extended out, roanvardly, tmin the 
house, and which, in a Nortliem establishment, would have 
been the kitchen. The ctxikhig was done in a detauduHl log- 
cabin, and the dlshc^s brought some distance, through theo}>ea 
air, bv the servants. The outer door wm left constantly ojien, 
though tlu re was a fire in an enormous old fire-place, large 
enough, if it ct^uld liave l>e(‘n distribntctl Huffici<mily, to Imvo 
last^nl a New Yt^rk 84*41111^1^*3^ the lK*st piirt of the winter. 
By the (loot thert» was indis 4 *rirninak^ admittanw to negro 
cliildreii and fox-hounds, and, <»u an average, thi‘re wert» four 
of these, grinning or licking their dio|>s, on either side of 
my chair, all the time I wiis at the table. A stout w>imn 
acted as hea<l waitress, employing two liandsome little malaito 
boys as her aids in ounmunicating with the kitchea, from 
which relays of hot coni-bread, of an exc 4 >llence quite new to 
me, were bnmght at fn^pient intervals. There wjia no other 
bread, and but one vegt^taf Je signal — swe»r*i jxilato, roaatai in 
ashes, and this, I ihuugltt, was the lawt »we<ft potato, 
tliat I ever had mten ; hut there were four pit»paJmti*in« of 
swines flesh, liesidiis friidi fowls, friojl eggs, c<>W nsmt 
and ofM>ssuin, cookid, I know not how, but it aoiiiewlmt 
rasemfded liaked «ur»king-pig. Tlio only b^feiwgin on the 
table were milk ami whisky. 

I was pressed to stay aeveml days wiih Mr, W., nhonld 
have bc^cn glad to do had mit anotiner augiigimeiit |ira- 
vented. When 1 wae alsmt to leave, an old mmnl ww 
directed to get a horse, and go witii me, m to flit 

railroad station at Col. (Bllin a. lie followed Isdund me, and 
I ha<l great difficulty in inducing him to ride ar enough to 
oemverse vrith me. I wished to from him how uM 

the different stages of the old-ttold foiurt**giuw Hm ih l e 
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of oar rood, mif^t be ; bat for a bng time, 1» waa, or pre- 
tended to be, nimble to comprehend my questionB. l\Tien he 
did HU, the nuwt accurate information he could give me vaa, 
that he reckoned HUch a held (in which the iiines were now 
Home Hixty feet high) Imd been planted with tobacco the 
year hw old uumter liongbt him. He tlionght he wan about 
twenty yeara old then, and that now ho waa forty. He had 
every appeanince of lieing Hcveuty. 

He frequently told mo there was no need for him to go 
any further, and tiiat it wan a deail atraight road to the 
htntion, witiiout any forka. Aa he ap^veart'd very’ eager to 
return. I waa at length ftxdmh enough tu allow mywlf to be 
premled upon b> dixpenae with hw guidance ; giive him a 
(juart^T of a dollar for hi* time tliat I luwl employwi, and 
went <in akme. Tlie road, which for a «liort dwlunce further 
WHH plain enongii, hoou Ix'gan to mtnify, an>}. in half an hour, 
we wire Htnmlding along a dark wood-}mth, lixtking r-agt-rly 
for a liowie. At length, aeeing one scruHS a large clearing, 
we Went through a kmg lane, opening gatca and letting down 
bun, until we met two u^rrooH. riding a mule, who went 
going ti> tlie {dantation near the Hchoid-hoiwi* which we liad 
8<x‘!t the day boforo. Folhiwing them tliither, we knew the 
nat %4 tlie way {.lane gave a l<omid and ueightd, wlien we 
Htruek tlie ohi road, ahowuig that ahe had been led, as well 
as I, I'p to the moment). 

It was twenty nunutm after the honr given in the time- 
talde for the paatMge of tlie tram, when I RHciied the station, 
but it Itad not arrived ; nor did it make ita apfiearance for a 
quarter of an hoar longer ; »> I had plenty of time to deliver 
Tom’s wife's mesKage and toko leave of Jane. 1 am sorry to 
my she appeared very uxlifli^eDt, and (teemed to tkinlr a 
good deal more of Tom than of me. Hr. W. had tdd ma 
that the train would, piobaHy, be halfan boor bdbiadilaadvw- 
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tised time, and tliat I had no need to ride vith haste, to 
reach it I asked G>1. Gillin if it would be safe to always 
calculate on the train beiuK on hour late : he said it 
would not ; for, altiiough usually that much bohiiid the time- 
table, it was s«.)metimGS Imlf an hour ahead of it. So those, 
who would lic safe, had commonly to wait an hotur. Pwple, 
therefore, who wisheil to go not more than twenty mill’s from 
home, would find it more convenient, and equally exjwditious, 
taking all things into account, to go UJ tlieir own convey- 
ances — tliere Ix’ing but few who hved so near the station 
that they would not have to employ a horse and servant to 
get to it. 


— ^ . . I liave Iwn vi-^iting a finti, culti- 

vated entirely by free lalionr. Tltc proprii-tiir told me that 
he was first leil to disu.se slavo-lnl>>ur, not fn>m any (!C««i(»- 
micai ci'iLsiderations, but becau'w* he Imd hwme c«mvinceil 
that there was an efvential wnmg in holding men in fcnnDed 
servitude with any other purpose than to Is-nefit them al<*ne, 
and becaa-^e he was not willing to allow bia own children to 
be eilucated as slave-masters. His father had been n large 
slaveholder, and he felt very strongly tlif- }«d inflaenw* it 
had had on his owu character. He wished me to bo ntiiitled 
that Jefferson uttered a great tnith whoa he aswerted that 
slaveiy was more jteraicions to tlw* white ince than tlw* black. 
Although, therefore, a chief part of his inhcaitaiico hmi boim 
in staves, be had liberated them all. 

Most of them luwl, by bis advice, gooo to Altin. Uteno 
he had frequently beard from. Except a chiU that had been 
drowned, they were, at his last account, fU airte, in general 
good health, and satisfactorily prospering. He had lately 
received a letter from one of them, who told bint tint be was 
“ trying to preach the Gospel,” and who* bad evideatly 
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greatly imptOTed, bot£t iidellectaally and mom%, ainoe he left 
here. With regard to tboae going North, and the oonumm 
opinion that they encountered moch miaery, and would be 
ninch letter off httre, he said that it entirely depended on the 
general cliarocter and hahita of the individual ; it waa tme of 
tluwe twho were badly brought up, and who had acquired 
indolent and vicious halite, eiqNicially if tliey were dnmkarda, 
but, if of Home intcUigouce wd well trained, they guneniUy 
repreft'nUd UiotnHelves to bo encceaeful and oonhmUd. 

lie. mtmiiouetl two remarkalde caaee, that liad come nnder 
his own olieen'ation, of tliw kind. One waa that of a man 
who had Wu free, bed, by some fraud and informality of hia 
{ai]K'rH, waa re-enalafed. lie ran away, and afferwaxtla 
Hi'gotintoJ, by airreepondence, with hia umsUtT, and purclnuied 
hia frowlom. This man ho had aocideutHlly met, fifteen 
years afterwards, in a Northern dty ; he was engaged in 
prolltabli) and iucreaaing bnainaM, and showed him, by bis 
bHtks, that he was posacHaed of pmjterty to Uie amount of 
ku Uiomnnd doUan. He was living a great deal more 
ojmfitttoldy and wuiely tiiau ever his old utast4>r liad done. 
TW oih«« eaao was that of a eoluoad woman, who had 
obkined her fhtedtnii, and who became appndieusive that she 
also tvnii aliont to bo fiaadulentiy made a slave again. She 
tlid k> l*h)lade]{diia, wlitwe she was nearly starved, at first. 
A little girl, who heard her Is'gging in the streets to be 
allowed to W(«k for laead, told her that her mother waa 
wanting some wash'mg dune, and she followed her lAne. 
The mtithior, not knowing her, ^vas afinid to trust her with 
the articles to be washed. She prayed so earnestly for the 
job, however — suggesting that she might be locked into a 
room until she had completed it— that it was given her. 

So she commenced life in Philadolplua. Ten yean idler* 
Wttda ho had aotadoutally her there ; she roc^gnized him 
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immediately, recall(»d bemlf to lim rm^IkHionf mmiifmtod 
the greatest joy at se<*iiig Lim, oiid asked him to come to her 
house* which h^ foiiml a hamlsomo threfj^story huihling* 
fumiKhcil rtallv with elegance ; and she })oint«d out to him, 
from the window, thn'C hoiisc^s in die vicinity tlmt she owiiid 
and reiitid. She shtnvtd preut anxiety to have her childnm 
well educated, and wus employing the lit*st instructors for 
them which she t^^uld procure in IMiiladeljdiia. 

He cousidertd the ccmditioii of slaves to have much im- 
pnwtd since* the Revolution, and very jX‘rceptil»ly during the 
last twenty yt^irs*. The origimd stin k of slavi^, the iinjiortid 
Africans, he oliservcd, j>rolnl>ly retpiind to l>e g<»verntxl with 
much greater severity, and very little htunaiiity wjis exerciwxl 
or thought of with regard to tl4'm. The slaves vf the pnwnt 
ckv an* a higher djuinictctr ; in fact, he did lud think more 
tlian half of th(*iu mtv full-hlo<«leii Afric^is, Public m*nti» 
xin*nt eond»*miuil the mtm who treated his slavcn with cruelty. 
The owners were mainly men of .H*>nie eullivatbn, and fell a 
fiimily atuichment to their slaves, many of whom had l^ecii 
the jdayimitc^ of their lioyhood* XevtTthchx#*, they iwre 
frequently jmiiisluxl severely, under the of kmijiomry 

jmssion, often without deli lie ration, and on unfiamiW sriia- 
picion. This was e«|MX?uilly tlie case where they Wi re lijft to 
overseers, who, though sometiinea meii of iiiieHigin»ce and 
piety, were more often coai*»e, lirufrd^ and liaetilioua ; driiiking 
men, wholly unfitted for the raapfindlalily iM|kiii*d on them. 

With regard to (he value of akve-bliW, tiiia m 

confident that, at pnwnt, he has the m iMpkmng 

frec^ men instead of it. * It tias mil k-iui io ujtti! of kte, tko 
price of shivt*« having much advauixd within tmiw, whiJo 
immigration baa made free white labtiuarm more mfsf to 
prcxnired. 

Ha hm heretdbre bad gome di&mlty in ohtoinilig faitidi 
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mhen he needed them^ and has sn&nad a good ded from the 
demoralking influence of adjacent alaTa-labanr, the nnm, after 
a few months’ remdence, mchmng to follow the customs of the 
slaves with regard to the amount of work they should do in a 
day, or their cari^lass mcxle of operation. He has Imd white 
and hkek Virginians, sometimt^s Germans, and latterly Irish. 
Of all thm>, he has found the Irish on the whole tlie bcsst. 
The ]KK»rt*Mt have l)eeu the native white Virginians ; next, the 
fr{M5 blai ks ; and though them liave heem exceptions, he has 
not generally paid tln^se as high as one hundre-d dolkm a 
year, and lais ihotight them lews worth thtdr wjigtss ilum any 
he has Imd. At present, he lm« two whiti* nativi« and two 
frw etdoumd nw^n, but both the latter were brought up m his 
fituiily, and are worth twenty dollars a ymr mom than the 
avemge. The fnx* bhw?k, he thinks, is generally worse than 
ilie slave, and m is the jsior white man. He ais*> em|dop, at 
present, fi>tir Irish haiab, and is ex}Nx*ting two iiw>re to arrive, 
who Ijiivi^ btxui rtmrnttMmded to him, and mnt for by ha 
bss. He imys tlie Irisliim u g 120 a year, and b»anls tbeui. 
Ue lias hial them for glOO; Imt ihm} w all eiwlleut 
nn^n, and wdd irortli their pri<x\ They an loss given to 
drinking than any men he 1ms evcT btd ; and one of tliem 
first iwggijstisl impnmnneiits to him in his farm, llmt 
he IK itow nuTiing ont witii {■nM{M<ctM of coiuiKii'ralik* ad- 
rontuKie. ifowHittwids, Imii girk, he }$3 and Jlda 

nuinth 

He doM i»o< apprehend tliat in ftittm' he «Jiak l»ave«any 
difli(;ulty in obtaining steady nwfn, wht* will Hreoniplish much 
more work Uian any slanw. Tlicre are «ouk» such 

as carting uid aiintiding dung, and all work wiUt the fork, 
apade, or shore!, at which his Irishmen wiU do, be 
or«9- fifty j»er c«»nt. mi«« in a day than any uegrooa he has 
erer knorm. Ou the whuh), he is aatiahed that at pment 
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0«e-lab(mr is more profitehle.tJban slave-Iabonr, thoagb bis 
saecesB ia not so evident that he wonld be mlling to hare 
attention partierJarly called to it. Ilia farm, moreover, ia 
now in a tranaition state firom one system of hnsbandry to 
another, and .nppcarancea are temporarily more nufaroomble 
on that aoconnt. 

The wages paid for slaves, when they are hired for agri- 
enltnial lalionr, do not differ at present, he sap, from thoeo 
which be pap for his free labonri'rs. In botlj cases the 
hiring party boards the labourer, but, in addition to money 
and board, the slave-employer has to furnish clothing, and ia 
subject, tvithont redress, to any losses which may result from 
the carelessness or malevolence of the shivo. He also hia to 
lose liis time if he is unwell, or when from any cause he ia 
absent or nuable to worL 

Tlie slave, if he is indisposed to work, and especially if he 
is not trentid well, or does not like the master who haa hired' 
him, will sliam sickn(s<s — even make himsi*lf sick or lamcH* 
that he iietd not work. Hut a more tu-riooi loae froqacQl^ 
arises, when the slave, thinking lie is worked too hard, cor 
being angered by punishment or unkinil treatmetfl^ ff^tting 
the sulks,” takes to “ tire swamp," and tnoMa hack when be 
has a mind to. Often tliis will not he till &o year m up for 
which he is engaged, when he will return to bis owner, who, 
glad to find his property safe, and diat it has not died in the 
swamp, or gone to Canada, forgers to punish him, and tmtao^ 
diately sends him for another year to a mm maalor. 

“ But, meanwhile, bow does Urn negro rapport hfo in idie 
swamp ?” I asked. * 

Oh, he gets sheep and pga and eahrea, and fowki aui 
tnrkep ; sometimes they will IdU a ratall cow. W« hare 
often seen the fires, wheru tiny were eocdcing th,*, 0bfoa|^ 
the woods, in Uic franunp yoada. If it is oold, he will enwl 
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under n fodderHsitadti or go into tibo mbinii with some of the 
other negrooft, end in the name way, yon aee, be can get all 
the eom, or almoet anythiiig d»e lie wanto. 

“ He eteal* them from hin maeter ?” 

** From my one ; frequently from me, I hare had many 
a fllieep taken 6y them.” 

“ It IB a aimmon tiling, then ?” 

“ Certainly, it i«, very (x>mmoti, and tlie 1 a«b i» eoineiim<^ 
eiecxsdingly provoking. One of my neigUhtiirs here wan 
going hi Imilth and hired two mec^hanka for a year. Juai m 
he was rtwly to put hia lioum^ np, the two men, taking ofienco 
at aomffthiiig, both mn away, and did not come iiatk at all 
till tlieir yettir was out, and then iliair owner immtdiakly 
hirod ilietn ont again to another man.” 

Thm^ negHK^ ** in the swamp,” he mid, were often hunfrd 
after, but it was very difficult Vi find them, and, if caught, 
thc^ would run again, and the other negixMJa would hide and 
aj$aki tliem. I>ogi to track them he Itad never know n tothe 
uaod in Virginia^ 

S^dunluf, i)oc. 2n/A.“From Chriatniaa to New-Yaar'a 
Day, itioil of the idavos, except hoiw janimts, eiij<»y a 
from laljour ; and ('hriiitinaa is e*r}ax:uiily holiday* or 
Saturirniia, with them. The young ones Irgmi last night 
^firing cntckerH. and I do not ohatrve tlmt they an* engagtd in 
any oilier atmiaoimmt UmIuv ; ilie older onos an generally 
getting ihmiiku and making for the js>lm 1 have mien 

large gangs tximing in from tlm ixiuntry', and thorns contmat 
much in tia ir general apjaiamniv* with tk* kwn ncgrisa. The 
latter are divwwd eijamaivdy, and fmjuently more elegantly 
than tlie wliih-s. They mem to he spending money finely, and 
1 obsene tlmt tliey, and even the akveii that wait upon meal 
the hokl, oiUn have watebea, and other artadba of value, 
vot. 1. m 
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The slaves have a good many ways of obtaining ‘‘ gfieiiding 
money/’ which though iu Liw kdonging to .their owner, as 
the property of a son under age do^^ to his father, they are 
never dk{KisHess<^l of and use for tlieir own giatifieation, with 
even less rt?stniint than a wholmnne reganl for tJi(?ir hmlth 
and monil conditit)a may k* tkmght to require. A Kich- 
mond jiaper, eoiuplaming of the hk'rty alloweil to slavt^ in 
this it‘sjxx't, tis calcnlaiiHl to footer an insuliorilinate spirit, 
8|)eiiLs of their ** ehampigue Hup|x''rs.’' Tht' [mliw bn>ke 
into a gambling cellar a few iiights since, and found alxmt 
twenty iiegnH^ at liigh play/’ with all the ustial aecwaoiri«?s 
of a first-class “ Hell.” It is mentioaal tJmt. among the 
numkr taken to th(^ watcli-bouse, and treatnl witJi lashes 
the next raoniiiig, there were some wdio had previously en- 
joyed a high repufiition for piety, and otliers of a very elegant 
or foppisli ap]x^aninc<*. 

Passing two negT*x^ in the simH, I k^ird the following: 

#• Workin’ in a toUim* fetdory all dt* year nnm', m* 

come (linstnuis only twenty dollars ! Workin mighty httni. 
too — iij) to twelve oVKxk o’ night very often—an' thim to 
hah a nigger olx^rscjsih !” 

''A nigger!’’ 

** Yes — »lat’s it, yer see. Wouldn’t eait? if *twam’t for dait. 
Nothin’ hut a dirty nigger ! orderin ’nmnd, as if h# mm 
awitemanl” ^ 

It is th*‘ custom of ttdtuw manii&ctfirfrs to hiie ahivea 
and fn**} negroes at a certain rate of wagi!a |Ntfr year, A task 
of 45 Ih«. js'f da) is ginui them to w^ork up, and all tliat they 
choo^j to do more tlmn ihk they an* jmid for qaiyiiieiit 
king made ooc4* a fortnight : and invarkyy thk over-Wiig«» 
is us<xl hy the slavo for himaelf, and in tisuiilly ajswJit in 
drinking, hceriiiousm*s». and gamhlitig. Tim tnait waa gninik* 
ling tluii he ha<l savoti but |f20 to »|Mmd at th# holidayi. 
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fitting with a mmpany of smokers laat night, one of them, 
to show me the manner in which a slave of any ingenuity or 
cunning would maimge to av<iid working for his master's 
pnifit, narraUad the following anecdote. He was eiecuter of 
an <^tah? in which, among other negroes, there was one very 
smart man, who, he know j»erCf*(!tly well, onglit to be earning 
for the wtato 1! 150 a yt^ar, and who could do it if he chose, 
yet whose wagc^ f>r a year, lieing let out by the day or 
|ob, had amounted to but gl8, while he luid paid ter modi- 
ciil aitendaruM^ u]K>n him g45. Having faihid in every 
otluT way to make him mm anything, he prti}K»stHl to him 
that he should pureliase his fr(*edom and g*i to Philiwlelphia, 
wher# he liad a l»roiher. lie told him that if he would c-am 
a of^rtain sum (K401) I lielieve), and j>ay it over to the 
estate for himsi^df, he would give him his frn^ j*aja*r«. The 
man agivied to tin* arrangement, and by his overwork in a 
toW:x!o £»dor)\ ami som<* assisliuwM* frrun his free bnither, 
soon paid the sum agns:d upm, and was scmt to PhtWielphia. 
A tew wcs*l» afWwanls h«* met him in th<' strtxd. and asked 
him why he lunl nttemwd. 1 don’t like dat iliilmkdphy, 

mashii : an’t no clmiice ter wlouml folks ck^re ; «pc’ if Fd 
n a ruimwwy, do wite folks dere take can* o’ me ; but I 
ddiil git anythin’ to do. so I jis K^rr^iw ten dollar tif my 
lutirler, and cum l«ick to ohl Virginny/' 

^ “ But ymi know the law forbids your ndum. I wruider 

iliat you ar*^ not afraiii to lie sesm Iuto; I slamld think 
yir. - - {an offic^^r of pdia^] would take you up.’' 

** Oh ! I hsik out for «lat, iniissa ; I juss hire iiiymdf out 
to Mr. — — hiinis»lf, Im ! Iia ! He tink I your ten*.” 

And so it pn:iv«d ; the offic<*r, thinking ihiit he was per- 
mitted te» him' himst>lf out. and tempted by the low wagua at 
which he offered himmdf, hmi negltxied to ask for hia written 
pormiimoii, and had engaged him for a yaar^ Ha atill livud 

» 2 
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with thie officer, and was an active, healthy, good servant to 
him 

A well-infonncid capitalist and glavcvliolder remarked, that 
negroes could not employed in cotton &dori<?s, I mid 
that I imilerKtoxl they were m in Cluirlaston, and a)mo otlier 
places at the South. 

“ It may Ut so, yet,” he answered, “ but they will liave to 
give it up.” 

The n'iiam was, he said, that the negro could never l»e 
trainetl to exercise judgment ; he cannot lie made to us#- his 
mind ; he alw^ays dejamds on mitchimtr}* doing its own work, 
and cannot h* made to watch it. He neglec^ts it niiti! some- 
thing is bmkt'U or them is great waste. “ Wc huv# tried 
rewards and punishments, hut it makt-s no difference. Ifs 
his nature and yon cannot eliange it. All men arc* indolent 
and Imve a disincliimtion to hilM>ur, but this is a great d<Mil 
stronger in the Afric'an nic»^ than in any othi-r. In working 
niggers, we must always calculate tliat they will not labour 
at all except to avoid punistunent, and they will naver do 
more tlian ju.st enough to save tlienuielvei from bimg 
pnnislif<l, and no amount of punishmciit will praVent their 
working careh'swly and indifferently. It alwayw on ibe 
plantation as if they toc4 jiiins to break all the tools and 
sj>4nl all tile c-sitflc that they {Kn^itWy ca»v even whim they 
knowr theyll l»i‘ dir^^r tly punished Ibr it." 

As to rewards, he- said, “ TTm*t only want to «|»port> lifc: 
they will n »t work for anything mom ; and in that cmifilTy it 
would U* Imrd to pmvmt ilnitr getting I thought thi« 

opinion of tie* flower of rewards vm not emrlly ccaifirmed by 
tlie mnrative we hsal just hmrd, but I mid laibing. If 
you could move, ' he cemtinued, ‘‘all tbawhila |wpla frtm 
the whole seidjoard district of Virginia and five it Up to tha 
negroes that are on it now, just leave timn to IIiMidftsi, 
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ia too yewm' tiraa tbero w 0 aM not b$ an tcra erf had, 
vatol, md nothiag would be piodaoad^ aiacft wlmi grow 
epoakaiK>iiiily. 

I Thc» Hoa. WiUoagbby Newtoii, by way, to (biai: 
tiiai if it imd aot baaa for the mtoeduotion of gmm, a aimilar 
claiioiation would Itare »iK)a oecorred without tbo Afrioiiiiaa- 
tion of the country. He i» re|)orted to have wd ; — 

[** I look upon the introduetioa of guaao, and the sucoeae 
attending ito a{»plicatioD to oiur barren lande, in the light 
of a a]KxuaI inteq>oaition of Divine Providence, to save the 
northern of Virginia from n^verting entirely into ita 
fonner atato of wildemoas and utter deaobtion* Until the 
dtrtcowry of guano — more valuable to us tlian the mines of 
CaUf<»mia — I lookid upon the poodhility of renovating our 
iM>ih of ever bringing it to a point ca|)able <rf pitxlndng re- 
munemtiiig crops, as utterly hopelaRa. Our up-landa were 
all worn out, aid otur boitom^landa last tailing, and if it had 
not Wn for guano, to levive our laiit iKipe. a few ytxirs more 
and the whole country iiiuiit liave dixiert^^l by all who 
desiffd to mcreaiie Ibt^ir own wealth, or advance the caune of 
cinlbsation hf a pmjier cultivation of the twiili.*' ) 

I aakl I aupfHwiai llmt they were much Wdter off, more 
iu,j>mvtid mielleciualjy, and more kimlly ireatoti in Virginia 
tlmn furtliCT 8*>iitli, He said I wan mistaken in Udh rosfxxto 
— ^ilmt in Loubtiiim, ea|)eeially, they ww unite mtelligmt, 
IxTcauipe the amalgamation of the rn^m was modi) greater, and 
Ue'v were treated with more bmiliarity by the whites ; be- 
sidi^ which, the kwiof Louisiana vtrm much more favoumble 
h» them. For histanoe, tliey rHpunxl the planter to give 
slaves 200 pounds of pork a year : am! he gave a very apt 
anocxlote, sl^owing the affect of this law, but which, at 
same time, made it evident that a Virginian may be ae- 
customed to neglect providing sufficient food fer 1^ feuwav 
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•od tiist aometimes miffer gn^ t mv 

ABBOied, however, th»t thus wa« very nuw-— that, generally, 
the slavee were well provided ftwr— alwap allowed a aufficient 
quantity of nuwl, himI, genemlly, »»f (xsA — were {sermittad to 
raise pig» ami pultr)*, and in summer amid always grow sa 
many vegetables os they wanted. It was ohssa'vwl, liowever, 
iliat they fra|uently neglect to provide for Uitmwlvos in this 
way, and live mainly on meal and Iswon. If a man does not 
provide well for his slaves, it awn Ksvunes knowi ; he gets 
the name of a “ nigger killer," and lij*s.« the n<s|Kvt o tlie 
community. 

Tim general allowance of fissl was tiiought to ls> a jwck 
and a half I'f imial, and thn-o jioiindsof l»tv»n a wt^-k. This, 
it was obse’r\'aI, is os much meal as tiny con eat, hut they 
would be glad to have more l«a)n ; sometimew they it'cedve 
four pounds, but it is ofh'iier that thi-y get hsw Uiau Uiree. 
It is distributeil to them on Satnnlay nights ; or, on the 
better managal plantations, simietim<a on Wtdnewday, to 
prevent tlieir asing it extravagantly, or selling it hir whisky 
on Sunday. This distribution is railed the “ drawing," and 
is made by the uverawr to all the heads (jf iainilMS or stugie 
negroes. Except im the Hinalh«<t piaatiitions, where the 
cooking is done in the house of the pntpriehilt. tiiere is a 
cook-house, furnished with a large coppt^r for Iwilmg, and «n 
oven. Every night the uegn.ws take their '* mesa,'' for the 
next day’s hreaktiist and dinner, to the eook, to he prepirod 
for the next day. Custom vart«« as to the taae it is nerved 
out to them ; sometiiDe| at morning ami noon, at other times 
at no(m and niglit. Each m^gro marks his meat by oott, so 
that he sludl knosf it fri>m the rest, and th^ cdwierve eacii 
other's rights with regard to this. piuuitiliotudy. 

After keoktast has been eaten early in the caktM, at ann- 
lise, or a little bedore in winter, and perhiqMi a little later in 



ffommer, tjbsjr go to ifae fyd. At noon' <3teer it fanog^ to 
them, iu»i, onbiHi tho work protMt, they we allowed tie» 
Ituun’ omI. Very panotmliy at toiuHi t^ itt^ work And 
are at lih'rty, except tkat a eqittd it dflIaeM onee a week 
for abelling «oni, to go to t^ mUl for the next wetk'a 
drawing <d mad. Thua Uiey work in the Add ahmii ehreo 
liauri! a day, on an average. Eetaming tm the ealaiw, w*mm 1 
“ onglit to Iwvi* h^ ti ‘ oarUvl for them ; imt if it haa not hs«w, 
they tin'll go the wmid* anil '* tote " it imme for thenutelve* 
Tli*-\ then mak«‘ a fire— a hig. Mtouig fire at tliiii aoMOD, for 
tin -iijiply of fuel ta oiihmited— and owok their own «app<*r, 
whu'li will \m a hit of Imooii fnid. ofocri with »*gga, c»*m-hit«d 
lakfd m the epider after the baoon. to abeorh the fat, and 
p«rlMi]ai Monie tweet {Mitatotw roaatad in tlie aahcf). Imnut- 
diately after «nj»pi*r thiy go to alwj), often lying on the floor 
or a U*nch m preference to a lied. About two o’clock they 
very geniTally roxwe np and <j*a>k and eat, or eat ci>Id, what 
tlHivedi their “ moruin’ bit Uien aieep again till hreakiaat. 
They generally aavc from theur ration of mtitl ; commonly an 
much aa five hakoh) of meal wati m*nt to town by my infor- 
tuaut'a hands every week, to be Mold for Utem. UjaMi inquiry, 
111' alimett always found Uiat it hdonged to only two or thn<o 
11. imdtialM, who had traded for it with the rest ; he added, 
llwt too often the exchange waa for wluaky, which, agaiiiat hia 
rulw. they olgiiineJ of »ime raacally white people in the 
neighhourhood, au<l kept mneealod. They were wry fond of 
whisky , and sometunw mneh injured themmlveM wiUi it. 

To show me how well Uiey were supplied with eggs, he 
said that once a vreaei came* to anchor, becalmed, off his 
placi>, and the captain ramC to him and aaked leave to pur- 
cliaae Home egg* of hia people. He gave him iiemuMton, 
and called the cixik to collect them for him. 13 ie oook aikfdi 
how many she ahouU bring. “ Oh, all you out get,” he 
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gijg^;^p0(red — and she rotnmcd after a time, widi aereral boys 
assisting her, triiigiiig nearly two bnshels, all the property 
of fce slaves, and which they were willing to sell at four 
c^ts a dozen. 

One of the sinok«jrs explained to me that it is Imd economy, 
not to allow tui abundiint supply of ft>od to man s force. 
If not well prt)Tided for, Uie nogn^es will find a way to pm- 
Tide for themst'lvew. It is, also, but simple policy to Jiave 
them well lodged and clotheJ. If tliey do not liave comfort- 
able calmis iuid sufficient clothing, they will take cx»ld, and 
be laid up. He lost a valuable negro, once, from haring 
neglected to pn»vide him \iith shoi^s. 

The houses of the slaves are usually logni'abiiis, of various 
degrees of comfort and comiiKKliousness. At one tnd there 
is a great o[)e*n lin^place, which is #‘xtcri(»r to the wall of tlie 
house, being made of clay in an iiichsmre, ahmt eight feet 
square and high, of logs. The chimney is sometimes at 
brick, hut more corannudy of kth or split sticks, laid up liko 
log work and plasterKl with mud. They enjoy great roaring 
tires, and, as the common fuel is pine, the cabin, at night 
when tbo d«x)r is opeii, seen fnini a distanc#, »p|>earH like a 
fierce fimiace. Tim chimneys often catch fire, and the cabin 
is destn>y*^d. Very little precaution can \m taken against 
this danger.* S^wenil cabins arc^ pliictd near t 4 f>gethar, and 
they are called “ Urn quarters." i>n a plantation of moderata 
size there will be but one “ quarters ” The aitaatbn chosen 

• “At? IjioKXioc» Kiosso.- I« Lifurftte, Mint., a far ibyii 
who, with hU wife stud three ebiUreti, iiccttfiiwl * hut thr ptsotAtiiit) &C r<it 
wjiA very n»oi:h aonoy<Hl by BeJkftitig that they in 

great ntirnU'rs l»enmth the houiite, be rcaw*|v4Ml ilwHror ihmn by ; md Att-nnl- 
invdy, oiu' night when hm family were taleep, he mlrwi » phutlt III the S<>nr thr 
cabin, and, procuring an armful nf ahticka, acatteml them f|| tilt |y«mtid Woiwth, 
and lighted them. The cemjw'iquence wa«, that the caiblii irSi and thf 

whole family, with the ei<»ptwi of the man who lighted Ilia 4wb wii« hiuned to 
defith,”— Jourw// qJ Comyrterctf, 
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far it luu reference to conTenienoe of obtaining water from 
springs and fiiel from the woods. 

As to the clothing’ of tiie slaTes on the plantations, they 
arc said to be osnally fumisbed by their osmecs or masters, 
every year, each witih a coat and trousers, of a coarse woollen 
or w<(x>llen and cotton stuff (mostly made, especmlly for this 
purpose, in Providence, K. I.) for winter, tronaere of cotton 
(jsuahargiis for summer, sometimes with a jacket also of the 
same ; two pairs of strong shoes, or one pair of strong boots 
and one of lighter aboes for harvest; three shirts, one 
blanket, and one felt hat. 

Tlie Women have two dresses of atriped cotton, three shifts, 
twt» pairs of shoes, etc. The women lying-iu are kept at 
kuittiiig short Racks, from cotb>n, which, in Houthem Virginia, 
is UMUaily raised for this purpose on the farm, and these are 
also giv««n to the uegnMjs. They also purchase clothing for 
tlj"uja«*lvoa, and, I notion especially, ar# well 8uj>pli«?d with 
haii'lkt rcluias, which tlie rntm fi^equently, ami the women 
nearly alwavs, wear on their heads. On Sunday's and holi- 
days tliey usiiallv look very smart, hut when at work, very 
ragged and slovenly. 

At tlie iHjiucinsion of qp* bar-room session, some time after 
i.iidtiight, us we were retiring to t>ur rooms, our progress up 
stairs and along the cumdors was seweral times imfieded, by 
negroes lying fost asleep, in their usual clotltes only, upon 
the floor. I asked why they were not abed, and was' an- 
swend by a gentleman, that negroes never wanhd to go to 
lad ; they always profi'ired to sleep on tlio floor. 

That “slaves are liars," or, as they say here, “niggers 
will he," always has been proverbial. “ They will lie in 
their very prayers to God," said one, and I find illustrations 
of the trouble that the vice oo^sions on every hiuid here. I 
just heard this, from a lady. A housdbai^ who had the 
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reputation of being especially devout, was suspected by her 
mistress of having stolen from her bureau several trinkets. 
She was ehargeil with tlie theft, tind V(x*iferously denial it. 
She was watehtxl, and the artick's disco v(iml o]>enly dis- 
played on her jx^rson m she went to church. She still, on 
her retuni. doiiitxl having them— wjis searclnxl, imd Uicy 
were found in her jK>ckets. \\Tieu repn»achtHl by her mis- 
tress, and lecturtxl on tJie wiekenlness of lying and stealing, 
sln^ n^plied with the contiderit air of blowing the groimd she 
stood ujKm, Law, mam, don’t say I’s wiektxl ; ole Aunt 
Ann says it allers right for ns }>o<;>r ct>lounxl jx*oph^ to ’j>o- 
pifite whatever of de wite ftdk’s bh^ssins do Ijonl jiuts in our 
way r old Aimt Ann being a st>rt of mother in tJie culoured 
Israel of the town. 

It is told me as a singular fiict, that everj’wluTo on tlie 
plantfitions, the agrarian notion has Lrome a punt of 
the negro system of Lillies: that the result of laL»ur Iw^longa 
of right to the laboim^r, and on ttiis grouutl, k\en the reli- 
gioas feid justified in using “ masaa s ’ property fi»r their own 
temjxiral btmefit. This they U*rm “ taking, ' and it is neviar 
admitted to be a reproach ti> a nuin among them that he i« 
charged with it, though “ stealing, i|or hiking from another 
tlian their mastef, and pirtiruJarly from another, is %>. 
They almost universally julfer from the hauaehidd nlorm 
when they have a safe opportunity. 

Jefferson says of the slaves : 

“WbetheT further <>bw;rr»tiou will ar will imt verify th** 
that uature has Ikxii Icm Ixyuiit^al to Oaiuii in tiw ♦ iidowne ai* (be 
hexul, 1 Kiieve that in of Uj«i hiNkrt abe will Imve fitmt* ihea» 

Tlmt <ii»position i*j theft, with which they have t»e4m hiiia4e“<!, »iiu#t liw 
aacriheU to their aituatiou, atkd uoi to any 44«})(mnty of the monii ieiiiw 
The Hian in wlK>»e favour no lawa of projMfrty exijft, prohahly ft?< t lilaiiidf 
le»8 bound to r4^p(.*ct tlnxio mo^le in fAVour of others. Wlum arguing for 
oorselvea, wo hiy it down m fundnmeutAl, that lawn, bj bo ju»l, lauKi givo 
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a r«icipit)cation of right ; Uiai without Uii«, they aro moro arbitrary ruloa, 
foutidoii in forois and not in conacionco ; and it in a prohlom whicli I giro 
to the maatcff to uolvo. whetlnn’ the rcdigioua precopti agaimt tlio violation 
of projx^rty were n<»t fmnnxl for him m well aa hi« alavc ? and whether the 
alave may not m juaitlahly tako a little from one wlto liaa taken all from 
him, m he may Hlay one who would itlay iiim ? That a dmnge of iho 
relatl^ona In whieh a, man i» placed should cHange hia ideas of moral right 
and wrong, is neither new, nor iieculiar to the oolouc of the blaekik 
lioint r telk m it was so, 2tC(H) years ago ; 

‘ It eprtaio, that jrhAter^r day 

>tak«s man a dare, takei half his worth away,’ ** 



108 


COTTON AND SLAVEBY, 


CHAPTER IT. 

THE EC:OKOMY OP VIBGINIA. 

An EngEshman will croas three tlioiisand miles of sea, and, 
landing in our Free States, find, under a difierrmt sky and 
climate, a |)eople speaking the same language, infliienml by 
the same hteratnre, giriiig allegiaiK^e to tJie name eonimon 
law, and with not very dissimilar tastes, manners, or opinions, 
on tlie whole, to those of his own |>eople. What most strikes 
him is an ap{)arent indifference to conditions of living which 
he would at home call shabby. He will find men, however, 
at whose homes he will liartllv see anything, either of «nb- 
stance, enstom, or manner, by which he would know that he 
was out of England, and if he asks how ihem manage to get 
waiters who do not smell of ilie stable ; and grooms who keep 
stirrups bright ; roofs which do not leak ; hiwns which ore 
l)etter than stubble fields ; walks which ore not grassy ; fences 
which do not need shoitiing up; staunch dogs ; clean gtins; 
strong boots and clothes tliat will go whole tlixongh a thicket; 
the true answer will Imj, by taking double the pains and 
jmjing double as much as would be neomsaj to secure the 
same results in England, that few men are willing or able 
to do this. 

I make half a day^s journey southward hero, imd I find, 
with an equal resemblance l>etween Uie people and those I 
left, an indifference to conditions of living, which Mcb. ^towe^i 
Ophelia describes as shiftloBs,’’ and which makes flic saioo 
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sort of impression on my mind, as Qxo state of things at the 
North does upon an Englishman’s. But, in this case, there 
has been no change in the skies ; I wear the same clotliing, 
or if I come from the low sea-board and, going in-land, gain 
elevation, I need some better protection against cold. I also 
find exceptions ; how are they to be accounted for ? The 
first step df>es not seem difficult. In this well-provided, hos- 
pitable, and most agreeable household, for insfaiK!e, there are 
four timi^ as niraiy servants m in one which would otherwise 
be as simihir m iK>ssible to it at the North; to say nothing of 
the goveniess, or of the New York plumber, who has been at 
work here for a month ; or of the doctor, who, having come 
fifliisen miles to knee the baby V gums, stays of course to dine 
witli us ; or of the German, who I am t4)ld — such is the value 
of railnm^lH even at a distance — left Kichmond only at nine 
0 clix;k last night, and having tuned the piano, will return in 
time for his classes there to-morrow ; or of the [mteiit chain- 
pump }X)»dkr, v:\um hom» liavc been knocked u[> in croosing 
the swamp ; or of^tb© weekly mail-carrier, who cannot go on 
till the logs wbich liavo floated off the bridge are restored. 
Mr, T . nwiins he tclk m«‘, to Imild a subataatial bridge 
tbero, becau-w hia neareat respectable neigbbonrs are in tliat 
dir ftioii. Fix n<jar<«t neighbours on this side of the creek, 
by the vray, he wvjins to regard with suspicion. Tliey live in 
solitary cabins, and ho don’t think they do a day’s work in a 
year ; but they somehow manage to always hare com enough 
to keep tliemxeives from starving, and as they certainly don’t 
raise lialf enough for this, the snppoeition is that his negroes 
steal it and supply it in excliango for whisky. Oeorly the 
negrocHsdo get whisky, somewhere; for even their prencher, 
who has Wn a otpital blacksmith, and but for this vice 
would be worth IS 2500, was taken with delirium tremens 
last Sunday night, and set one of the butbousea on fire, so 
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that the energetic Mr. T., who will linvo things right nbont 
his “ place/’ has (ietennmod to get rid of him, and will have 
him sold for wliat he will fetc*h at the sheriff' ’s sale at the 
County House to-morrow ; and Prior, the ovem^^r, inuHt go to 
Kichmoiid immediately, to nee about a new blacksmith, for 
tlie phim!)er my^ that until one is got lie must stand idle, 
and the ploughs are all needing rejmir. A km e'nergetic man 
w\>ald ka‘p old Jot‘, in spite of his v\ei\ on account of his old 
wife and many children, and out of regmrd to the spiritual 
intor<*sts of his fl<x‘k, for when not very dnmk, old Jmj is 
nxkonetl the best prc*acher in five counties. But Mr. T. is 
determined to live like a gentleman; he is not going to have 
the h(X)fs of his thorougli-hrf^ls s[K)ihNl ; and he wll have hot 
and cold water laid on ; and he t4dls IVior that if he can find 
a first-rate shfx'r, young, healthy, active, and strong, and 
liandy at anything in the way of his trade, not to him> if 
he has to go as high as $ 250, for the yair ; or, if neeeaaarr, 
he will buy such an one outright, at any fair price, if he am 
liave him on trml for a month. If tht*re is none in market, 
he must tiy* to induce that Sadchman who hung the to 
come up again for a few days. ‘ Tn^at him like ii gfrileaun/’ 
he siivs, “and tell him he will be jiaid whatever be aaks, and 
iBiike as if it w'ere a frolic/’ 

J5250 a ye^ir, and a luans Iwmitl and clotting, with iron, 
coal, and, jH>8sil>ly, <loctor s bill* to i*ddt‘d, is a'^rtainlT » 
high price to pay for the blaekHmiti/s work of a wiigic fiinn. 
This exceptional condition, th#m, it if ^ibvioiis on the fiicx^ of 
thingH, is maintained at enonnoas not only of 

money, hut of nem\ time, if iii»t of bumjinity^ or the 

worlds judgment of humanity. There m imrh inficrited 
wesilth, a cotton plantation two in Miaiiii!isip|>^ and a few 
slips of pajkiT in a Ixrokcr a office in Wall tlmt account 
for the comfort of this Virgink tanner, as, with aomidiux^ of 



YIE0mA. 


1X1 


the pride which apee htimility, he likes to style liimseE And 
after all he has no rood on which ho can drive his fine horses ; 
hia physician nupposee tlie use of chloric ether, as an ana- 
stlictie agent, to be a novel and interesting subject of afler- 
dinui^r t^oquence ; lie has no church within twenty mik^, but 
one of logs, attendance on which is sure to bring on an attack 
of neumlgiH with his wite, and where only an ignorant ranter 
of a <Uff</r<‘nt faith from hia ovni prea^^'hes at irr<»guLir inter- 
vals ; there is no jk IiooI which he is willing that his children 
should attend ; his daily come wet'kly, and he sec^ no 

b<K>kH except such as he lias eapeciidly ordered from Norton 
or St< \en8* 

This fajiug the exc<q"dion, how is it with tlie community aa 
a whole ? 

Ah a whole, the ixuaratmity makes shift to live» some jmrt 
t(»leml>ly, the most f^art wreteht41y enough, with arrangi)- 
mentH such m one might exp<^t to tind in a country* in stress 
of war. Notliingwhi li canls^ }K>«tjMmed oroverltKiiktd, with- 
out inmii»«liHte siiriiuis inoonveiiienee, gets attendt*d Uk One 
soon ncgi< if) t » impiinMvhy this is not done or that ; the 
answer is rrti u to be that tliere is no projxT ja^rson to 
fa? got to do it wslluait more irouhle (or expense) than it is 
thnnirht to l« Worth. Evidently liahit ri^>ncik^ the jieoplo 
to do witiieut much, the js^nuameut want of which would 
se em likely ti> int>lenil>le to tliose who had it in jxiaseswion. 
Nevertlieless, they comjdain a g^KKl deal, showing that the 
evil is en inertwing one. VerUd statements to the same 
effetU as the following, writtou by a Virginian to tlie * Journal 
of Commerce/ art* often hwird. 

Iturnlml^ of fjinnerH mid pUnters, mill owm m, (oliiiccottiiti, 
fafUirien, iron worki*, tiwiierji, mmiter baildera, contimeUim, 

cafiwnlem, cropriebini, cmial Ixmt owner*, iwiiromi cxinitfmiii«Ei«i, «t«l 
Olh«e]ii« am, and have been ibori of hantii them five jmm in Mnry* 
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land, Virginia, and the Carolina*. They pay 0150 or ^1200 a year each 
hand, and hi* hoard, and stealing, and if iltat hand be prosi^at or absent, 
sick or well, it is all the same. HU cloUies ct»st my /HO mure, and in 
many ca&c« the hirer has to pay hU policy of life insurance.' 

For all Uiat, labourers are being constantly sent away. I 
have not been on or seen a railroad train, departing south- 
ward, that it did not convey a considenible nuinbiT of the liost 
class of negro labourers, in charge of a trader who was iit- 
tending to sell them to cotton-plant4‘rs. Thus it is evident 
that, great as is the need for more labourers Inue, tlien^ is a 
still greater demand for them to rai.si^ cottA>n ; and in order io 
supply this demand, the Virginians sulTer the most extreme 
inconvenience. The wonder is, tlmt tlieir owii demand for 
labour is not supplied by free laljourers. lint it aj)j>ciirs that 
where negro slavery ha.s long oxiste<l, certain occupations are, 
by custom, assigned to the slaves, and a white man is not 
only reluctant to engage himself in those occupations, but 
is greatly disinclined to employ other wliitca in them, I have 
often a.sked : “ WTiy do you not employ white men (for 
this or that purpose for which slaves could not be procured ; ) 
and, almost always, the reply has been given in a tone 
which indicted a little feeling, which, if 1 do not misap- 
prehend it, means tliat the employment of whiles in duties 
upon which flaves are ordinarily erajiloyad is felt fo be not 
only humiliating to the wliites employed, but also to the 
employer. 

Nor is this difficulty merely a matter of santiment, I have 
been answenid : ‘‘ Our poor white men will not do such work 
if they c?in very well help it, and they will do no more of it 
than they are obliged to. They 'will do a few days’ work 
when it is necessary tp provide themselves with the 
saries of life, but they are not used to steady lalKitur ; they 
work reluctantly, and will not boar driving ; they cannot be 





113 


worked to adyaatage with slares, and it is inoonyenient to 
Icwk after them, if yon work them separately.” And then, 
when I pnsh the inquiries by askings why not send North and 
get some of our labourers ? “ W^l — the truth is, I have been 
used to driving niggers, and I don’t think I could drive white 
men. I should not know how to manage them.” So &r as I 
understand the matter, then, Virginia is in this jKMsition : there 
are slaves enough in most of the country to mainly eiclude 
white laIx)urerH from la)x>uring men’s occupations and to make 
the wliiio people dependent on slave-kboor for certain things ; 
but the slaves being drawn off almost as fust as they grow up 
to grow cotton in the more Soutliern States, and those which 
remain being managed with almost as much regard for this 
demand as for the local demand for lalxiuT, this local demand 
is not systematically provided for ; and even if there were the 
intention to provide for it, there are no sufficient means to 
do acs as the white jiopulation increases in number much 
more Apiclly than the slave/ I do not mean that no whites? 
are employed in the ordinary occupations of slavtjs in 
Virginia. In some parts there are few or no slaves, and the 
white ptHiple who live in these ]>arta, of course do not live 
without having work done ; but even in these districts it is 
hardly possible to find men or women, who are willing and 
able to serve others well and faitlifully, on wages. In some 
parts white working men also drift in slowly from the Free 
Stat'^s, but tliey are too few and scattered to perceptibly 
affect the habits of the peqple and customs of the country, 


• From 1850 to 1800, the mte of inciTaw of the froe populntion has bwfo 

10*44 |>or cent ; of the slave, 3*88. (From a recent otKcial statement of th« 
Census OiFice,) A somewhat pjirallel case to that of the Virginia slaveholder is 
tlmt of a breeder of blooded stot'k. A Flying Dutchman is used upon oocaston as 
a charger, but under no pressure of the harvest will you Snd him put befoit tha 
cart. 1 Itave more than once heard the phrase used, ** Kiggem are woiih too 
much to be used In such and sach work, instances of this are given htieailer. 
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while they nipidJy iulapt theniselves to theeo linbit?? attJ 
customs. Thus it is (iiu*stioiml)le if as vet they do uot add 
more to the j^enend deiuaud for lalx>ur than they supply to 
reduce it. 

Still, it is wiit're slaves remain in the ^cutest uumhem, 
profxwtiouately to the whites, that the scarcity of lalxnirers, 
or what is pmctically the same thin^% the C4>st of jL:ettin;» 
desiiuhle vY<>rk done, is most obvious. Stdiools, cluirchea, 
nxuls. hridi^es. fences, houses, stablt^. are all more frequent, 
md in K^tter repair, when' the projx)rtion of white's to slavea 
is lar^^e. than in the“ ne!:rr<> counties.'’ as s^uin* are pojailarly 
desiji^natal, fnun the prepoiidentnce of the slave {Mqiulation 
in them. I fiiul this (tWrvation eontinneil by an examination 
of the Census returns and other do4*unieuts. 

In the Nnrth-wi^:t4'ni counties. fuln'Il, Mason, IJrothe, and 
Tyler, in or adjoining.' which then* are no larc** towns, hut a 
free ia}x)unn^' [Hpnlation. with slav<*?r in ratio to the frH*men 
as one to tif^een only, the value 4»f land is ever wven dollar^ 
and tlirix* quartet's an acri\ 

In .Suithampton, Surrey. JauH*s Town and Xew Kent, in 
which the slave jsqudati^m is as 1 to 2*2. the value of iand k 
})nt little more than luilf m much — K an Here, 

The value «»f land of counx* rise's witli its avaikWlity to 
contribute to the wants of men, and it ciai only U* made 
avaihhle m lalx>ur ttm lx; a{qdi«*^l to d. 

In Surrey, Prince fyK>rp*. (’’harles ih^y. «hrI adjoin- 

im< <‘<amti('s on Jaim*s Kiver, tmd originally having aonte of 
the most prcxl active muI iu^the State, and now supplied witht 
the juihlic a.nveniencfis which have atTniwl in tm hiindml 
years of cKJcupation by a civilued and (Jhmtiiin connnunify, 
the numlxrr of slaves Wing at piwmt, to that of whitna iMl 
I to 1 '9, the value of land i« hut S 6 an acre. 

In Fairfax, ari<4her of the settled countica, and in 
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which, twenty-yekrs ago, land wa« e?eii laea in value tlmn in 
the Jamoe Itiver (bounties, it is now become worth twice as 
much. 

Tlui slave popnlation, once greater than that of whites^ has 
been niduced by, emigration and sale, till there are now less 
than lialf as many slaveB as whites. In the place of slaves 
has coma another myrt of people. The change which has 
token {>lace, and the catise of it, is thus simply describecl in 
the Agricultural Itoport of the Coimty to tlie Commissioner 
of Patents.* 

*‘I» Hejn anmce, the in «<> rlmnjji’d in rwiny fmrta, that & tmTcl- 

ler \ilui »>v» r if t<si a^o woiih! nta now it Thou* 

iMitnlK »o,il of wr n harl Wen <niUii?at4xi in tohnm.) hy the former 

pn)pri('h»rs, wouhl not pay th«‘ ismt. aiwi wi n* alwiidtmiHl m wifrOiUisat and 
IsH'ann t*ovvr<.sI with a w of pimsi. Tho«* kndi* have pur- 

hy ru i ; the lur;^^ tmcU divided and ttulxlivided 

ttiid chNirivl o{ pini»« : and nt^it ftyiti-houMS* and hama, with innilifig Oelda 
of ipuut amJ ^rnm in the nahiU* Uie deliifhled of the Udiolder. 

Ton yt'Hi H aito it wio^ a m'H*t«,d f|m*»ttiou whether Kairhu lano« cs>uld be 
mmki pr<«hie(ivt , t^nd -o, would they pay the cmt? Thi»* proldem bai* 
bt»»»n*atidu *t.»nl) iM»lved by many, and in eoiwiK^uoiice of the aU>ve alterecl 
btan* oi tian; * l-honM'H lUid cliurchea have douhUr^l in uamWr.” 

Th(‘ fbllo’ung miljHtantiahis what I have said of the inavail- 
ability of th(‘ native whites for supplying the place of the 
negroes cxjku led to the cotton pkntations. 

From i}u> Vaient Offire Ik port for 1847. 

•*Ak t*» the priee t>f lalumr, our nuH^inuttca eharj^i from one to twu 
dollars u day. A« to aso'ieultuml labour, we have none, i/ur jMjor tats 
poor beoaiwi^ thtoj mil not u^rrk^ tlterefore sav seldom emp!o> 4 Hl, 

Yaka ky, 

** Btickmgi$03n CV, rtrjfWMo,** 

Tho mni^ncx}, “ An to agricollaral lalwnr, ■w© ha?© none," 
mtwt moan no free labour, tlic number of alavos in Uii« county 
bemg according to the Census 8,161, or nearly 3,000 mono 

• 6m • Pabwt Offio, Kiport, 1852.’ ■ 

t 2 
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fti^n the whole white population. There are also 250 fiee 
uegroee in the county. 

From a Ci)rrrsp<m(hmt 0 / the * A mmcan AgricuituriM,' Fth. 14, 1855. 

“As to lalH)uri‘iT8. viv work chiefly alave**, not hvcaum^ they uro ch»*ii|MT, 
but nitlicr h<‘caiisc tln*y are the only rdiMr labour we can jijel. The 
whiter here enpt^'C to work for lem than the can Ik^ got for ; 

yet they vvill not work well, an»l rarely tvork out the time $titeoiftt'<il. If atty 
of your frit^ials eoiue liert» ainl wif»h to work whit*'«, 1 woiiUi uflvise them 
by uil means to bring tin m with them : for our white labourers are fur 
inferior to our blacks, and our black labour is fur iiderior to what we read 
and hear of your labouretrs, < h < »’. 

Alhemarlr ( o., Viujiuia,*' 

In Albemarle there arc over tliirtecm thousand filavcjs tc» 
less than twelve thonsfind whittM. 

Aiaonjg the native Virichiians I find most inlfdli/T^ent men, 
very remly to assert that slaver}* is no disadvantaj^t* to Vir- 
ginia, and, as nm^ssary to the maintenance of this am^rtion, 
that slave-lalxnir is no de^irer than in^vlalxMir, tliat is, tlmn 
free-labour would Im?, if slaver}* did not exist. It is even saitl — 
and, as I have shown, it is pnictiailly tnu% at least whereHsr 
slavery has not in a greiit mwtsure withdniwn from tlie fidd — 
that white labour cannot live in eomj edition with slavihlaliom*. 
In otlier words, the hf»lder of slave-laUnir eoutrok tJu* local 
market for lalxiur, and the cost of slave 4ab(»ur fixes tlic exist 
of ever}*thing which is j>rodnced Ijj' skve-lalkinr. But it is a 
mistake which the Virginians generally imtke, when they 
from this to the conclusion tlmt slfive-hd^cmr is tlnjidore 
cheaper under all ciixminstaiicea than free-i|d)otir. It is 
evident that slaves are vdtmble for anothta* pui|)Oi>e than 
to supply the local demand for their lakw, mtmely, to supply 
the demand of cotton plants ; conseqnaiitly those slaves 
which are funployed to supply Uie tocal demand, must bo 
employed either at a loes, or at what they are mulh to the 
csotton planter. Whether this is mofe nr hm tiiaa free- 
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labour would cost if the field were open, can only be aaeer- 
tained by comparing tlie cost of slave-labour in Virginia with 
the cost of frec-lal)our in the Free States. 

An (*xact comparison on a large scale I cannot find the means 
of making, but I have token a great many notes which lead 
me with confidcne^^ to a few iinjKirtant general conclusbns. 

Wnjji H , — Many thousand slaves have Usen hired in Eastern 
Virginia during the time of my visit. The wages paid for able 
Working men — sound, laaltliy, in goo^i eonditioii, and with no 
esp<^’iul vices, IVoni twenty to thirty yc^nrs old — are fr<>m % 110 
to ^140; theftVf Hige, as neiirlyas I can ascertain, from very 
exteii bvl inquire*, l^ing y 120 ja-r yt^tir, with Ixiard and lodg- 
ing, ai}d certain other cx}K?nses. These? wages mast represent 
vxiivWy tJie cost of s!avc-lalxnir, Ijecause any considenitions 
wiji(4j would prevent the owner of a slave dLHp<»sing of his 
kb>tir for thujff* wiien the lakuir li»r his own purposes 

WT^uld not h<^ wortii as much, im* so many hindranct« upon 
the free of his luojwty, and thmd>y di-duct from ite 

ad tail value, n nieasurt.Hl with money. 

As the a ; ge majority of slaves are emplovtHl in agricultural 
JalH>ur, aiid many of tinwe, hired at the prices I Imve rnon- 
tii ucd, art? i iken dirwtly from the lalxmr of the fimn, and are 
skilhd in no other, thtst' wag<^ repn?seiit the cost of agricul- 
tural Lil>t)nr in Etistcm Virginia. 

In N(>w York, the usual ijagt^ for similar mei , if Ameri- 
cans, "vliitc or bhu‘k, ore exactly the same in the money part ; 
for Irish or CkTmHii lalxnirers the most ('tauinon wwges are 
810 per month, for suumier, and 88 per month, for winter, 
or from glHJ to 8120 a year, tlm average being about 
8108. 

Tlio hirct lias, in addition to |>aymg wages for the slave, to 
feed and to clothe him $ the labourer re<|uitios also to be 
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boarded, but not to he clothed by liis employer. Tlie opinicm 
is universal in Virginia, tliat the slavi*^ are Ix^tter ftxl than the 
Northern laKmrt'rH. Tliis is, however, a mistake, and we 
must consider that the board of tlie Northern lalx>urtfr wotild 
eost at least as much more as tlie additional cost of clothing 
to the slave. Coraj)aring man with man, with refenmce simply 
to eijiiality of muscular |k^wiu- and endurance, my final judg- 
ment is, that the wages for common lal)otirers are twenty-five 
per cent, higher in Virginia than in New York, 

Loss from disahilt^fj of the lahmrer . — This to the employer 
of free labourers ikhJ he nothing. To the slave-master it 
is of vanning coim^qiience : s<»m«‘times small, oft4»ii excos- 
flively emluirrassing, and always a subj^d of anxiidy ami sus- 
picion. I have not yet made the im[uirv on any plantation 
where m many as hveiity m^gnK*s artt eiuploy»Hl togeUier, tliat 
I have not found one or more of tin* tield-liands not at work, 
on a<‘couiit of some illness, strain, l>rui.s<\ or Wiiund, of which 
lie or she wan eomf^laining ; and in such cus«>s the pniprfrtor 
or overseer has, I think, mrver fail<‘<I t4> expri^ his snspiehm 
tliat the invalid was nidly as well able to work m anyone 
on the plantation. It is mid hi W nmrly m clitfieuli to fintn 
a satisfactorj' diagnosis of iK groes'dis4ii\Wr« m it k id iiiiknte', 
Isxause their imagination of symptoms ts m vivid, ioid bt^muae 
not llie smallest reliance is to be pJaoidi m their aceotmte of 
what they have felt or done. If a inim k nsallf ill, Im fiWR 
lest he sliould he thought to be ftiaialaliitg, mal liiercfoiv^ 
exaggemtes all his }mins,,,ai}d locafr^ them m wlmitnw Im 
snpjxwes to b* most vihd jiaiis of hk 

Fref|uently tho invalid slaves uegkH or to nw the 
remeditis prem:ril>ed (or their moveiy. They ooiief^d pfllg, 
for instimee, under their tongue, and dtehm Ihil tlnfy have 
swallowed them, when, from thcdr producing no effect, it will 
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be aftewardjj endeni tlmt they have not. This general 
custom I heard ascribed to habit, acquired when they were 
not very ill, and were loth to be made quite well enough to 
have to go to w’ork ag<im. 

Amusing incidents, illustrating this difficulty, I have heard 
narrated, «ho\^ing that the slave rather enjoys getting a severe 
wound that lays him up : — he has his hand emshad liy the 
fell of a pieocj of timlier, and after the jmin is aile\iated, is 
heanl to exekim, Brt^ dor Lonl — der haan blong to 
maascjr — don’t nx;k<Ui dis chile got no nmre com to hoe dis 
yaar, no how.” 

Mr. IL, of North Carolina, oWn'cd to me, in relation to 
this lifficulty, that a nuin %vho liad had much ex])eriem*e with 
negroes ( ould gem rally kdl, with a gtHsl of ct^rtainty. by 
Uieir tongue, and their pulse, and their general as) wt. whether 
they n‘^tlly ill or not. 

l>ttHt year, sf id I hirinl out one of my negroc*s to a 
milnwl contractor. I sup|)08e that he found he iiad to work 
hanler ibiiTi )]*• would on the j)kntation, and U^^ame disoon- 
teuie^l. ui'd oi, night he left the aim]» witlanit asking leave. 
The uexi 'irtv h(> stopped at a publie-hoiise, aud told tLe 
jiWipIf h<! had fiiUtni sK-k working on the railroad, and wuh 
gi aig homo to liLs maakT. They snsjit'ctt'dhe Iwd run awav, 
and, (W ht‘ luid no ims. they arreeted him and sent him to 
the jail. In the niKlit the tdiei-iff sent me wonl that there 
waa a Ixn. who said he UdoiiKed to me, in the jail, and he 
was very sick indeed, aud I Itad better come aau take care of 
him. I eu8jie<.‘tetl how it was, and, as I was ]>articulaiiy 
engag«l. I did not go near him till towards nighty th« next 
day. When 1 eame to look at him, and heaid his story, 1 
felt quite sure that he was not sick ; but, as he pretended to 
be suffering very much. I told the sheriff to giro liim plenty eff 
mlts aud seuua, and to be careful that he ^d not get much 
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of anything to eat. The next Jay I gt)t a letter from the 
contractor, telling mo that my nigger had run away, without 
any cauae. So I rode over to the jail again, and told them to 
continue the same treaitment until Hjo l>oy got a gcxwl dtml 
worse or a good deal better. Well, the mscjil koj)t it up for 
a week, all the time groaning so, ytai'd think he couldn't live 
many hours longer ; but, after he had lx*en in wfwen days, he 
all of a 8 ndd<^ said luul got wtJl, and wuntul sometliiug to 
eit. As 800® ns I Inward of it, I sent tlieru word to give liim 
a gxxi paddling.* and handcutf him, and send him Imck to 
the railraid. I had to pay them for taking up a runaway, 
besides the sheriirs fees, mid a week s Ixmnl of the bt»y to the 
county.” 

Blit the same gentleman admitttHl that he had soraetiinaw 
been mistaken, and luul made men go to work when the)* 
afteru’ards provixl to l>e really ill ; thereft>re. when one of his 
p(v»ple told him he was not able to work, he usually thought, 
“ Very likely he’ll be all the Ixdter for a day « rest, wludher 
he’s really ill or not,” and would let him off without lieiug 
particular in his examimition. Ijately he had been getting a 
new overseer, and when he was engaging him, he told liim 
that this wasiiis way. The ovemxir replitnl, Us my way, 
too, now ; it didn’t use to be, but I had a li^wu. Thw was 
a nigger one day at Mr. — — ’s who wm sulky and amipkiu- 
ing; he said he couldn^t work. I hxAed at hk tongue, and 
it was right chwi, and I tlmught it was nothing but dkmned 
sulkiness, so I paddled him, and made him g i to work ; hul, 
two dap after, he %vas umlar ground. lie was a good eight 
hundi;^ dollar nigger, and it was a losacm to mo about kmiug 
{jossnms, that I ain’t agoing to forget in a hurry/* 

Tlie liability of womai, eapiciaUj, to diacirdors and ii»- 
gnlaritieH which cannot bedetectr^l extmior gpoptmm, but 

• •oufihitig mU l>wt {manhmtiit with m imtmmmt Mm a 
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which may be easily aggravated into aerions complamte, 
renders many of them nearly ralnelesB for work, because of the 
ease with which they can impose upon tlieir owners, “ The 
women on a plantation/' said one extensive Virginian slare- 
owncir to me, will hfu*dly mm their salt, after they come to 
the breeding ago : they don't come to th<f field, and you go to 
the qnart(*rH, and ask the old ntirae what s the matter, and she 
sayH. HHi, she's not well, master; she not fit|^to work, sir/ 
and what cjui you do ? You have to take her word for it tliat 
something or other is the nmttor with her, and you dare not 
set lier to work ; and so slie lay up till she like taking 
the air ag.iin, aiel plays the lady at your expense/’ 

I was on a pLiptiitiou where a woman had l)f?en excused 
fmm any sort- of labuir for more tlmii two years, on the sup- 
pt»sition that she wun dying of plmisis. At last the overseer 
dist^oviTOl that she was employed as a milliner and dn»s- 
maker l»y ah tho other coloural ladies of the viehiity ; and 
upon t iking her to the house, it was found that she had 
acquire* ! u riumirkable skill in Hkw vocations. She was hire<l 
oat the :uot year to a fiishionahle dresss-maker in town, at 
handsome ^vuges ; and as, after tlrni, she did not again ** mise 
blood,” it wuH HupixJHod that wdien she liml done so belbre, it 
luid h(^*n by artifieinl mmna. Such tricks every army and 
unry surgtH>u is familiar with. 

The int<UTU|>tion and disiirmngemedt of 0{>erftiions of la* 
hour, CKTiisioned by slaves ** running awuy/’ frecjnently causes 
grejftt in<x>nvenienco and loss to those who employ them. It is 
Bftid to often octenr wdien no immediate motive can be guessed 
at for it — ^when tlie slave has bc^n well treated, well fed, and 
not over-worked ; and when he will be sure to snifter har^ip 
from it, and be subject to severe punishment on his return^ or 
if he is caught. 

This is often mentioned to illnstmto the iagimtitiide and 
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especial depravity of tlie African race. I Bhould suspect it to 
be, if it cannot be other^siso accounted for, the imtural in- 
stinct of fireeilom in a inan, working out capriciously, as the 
wild instincts of domesticated Ix^asts and birds sometimes do. 

But the leanied Dr. CartaTight, of the University of 
Louisiana, l^elit^vt's that slaves are 8ubj<x*t to a jKs.mliar form 
of mental diHt‘ase, termed by him DmiHhmanui, which, like 
a malady that cats are liable to, inanifestH itmdf by an irre- 
stmiiiable propensity to run amuj ; and in a work on the 
of negnx^s, highly esti^um'tl at the South for its 
patriotism and enidition, he advises plaut4*rs (»f the proimr 
preventive and curative mmsures to U? taktm ft>r it. 

He asserts that, with the advantage of projs r me«licjiJ 
advice, strictly followe<l, this troubh^some prm^tice of nmniiig 
away, that many negnit\s luiv<*, can !h* alnuHt luitirely pro** 
venksf Its symptoras and the usfuil <‘mpiricnl practice on 
the plantations are dt'scrilM^l : ** Before m grocs run uvvajv 
unless they are fngliteni*d or jmnic-struck. they lR"<^une sulky 
and dissjitis{it*d. The of this sulkimsss and diasatm- 

fiictuui should impimxl mni and nuiioTtni, or thcfV are apt 
to nm amy or fail into the negro cMnsiimptitwi,'' When sulky 
or dksatisficxl without (sause. tlie <»xjX‘rienco of having 
most practice witii dmjirfoiieenia, the Ihs^ior thinks, has Ixen 
in favour of “whipping them mi* of It m vulgarly 
csiUed, “ whipping the devil oul of he afti^irds 

informs us. 

Another dn>ll sort of “ iiidifpoRition, thought to lie 
liar to the 8lavc*s, and whidi innst grcsatly a&et tlioir value, 
as comi>at«^d with free kbourers, b deecrilwd by I>r* (krt- 
wright, as fidlows : — 

UmmmmtA .VCnnoncA, of ofMiiid OblBW^ HoiiifliiJIty 

of liyiy. * » ♦ From Umj c?iir«^k*iw of lbs ii»divl4iisk JiJfi’ClijMl 

wiUi tbb eomplaiTil, they sire ii^4 U* 4« iiia<*h wbkb ap|S''iJur» m 

inkmtiosml, but in KK^tty ovring to the of mbU «lw1 iitiieiiilblllt y 
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of t!m Denre» inrlttcod by the diiieii«o. Thu* llwfy brmk, wogl^ any 
ihmtroy everytliiiig they liaudle— ftbaae boroe# and oattle— *U»ar, burn, or 
rend tlieir own cloihtug« and, J>oiy^ng no attention to the righti of prf»]>erty, 
Hteal oihert to roplaco wliat they have dt^troyed. They wander atxiut at 
night, and keep in a half-uodduig idate by day. They idight their work — 
cut up com, cane, eothin, and whan hoeing it, m if for pure mia^ 

chief. They rai»«> diaturbatioes witli tlieir overeet ni, and among their 
fellow -aerraiita without eaumj or motive, and aoem to be iiuam^ablo to poto 
wiien «nbjocted to pumahmenl. ♦ ♦ • 

“When left to liirntw?!*’. the negro iiidulg*^ in hi« natural dkpoaitioa to 
idleness afid aloth, and dm^a not take exer(UiM» enough to expand hii lutiga 
and vitalize hi» bhx»d, hut di>2e« out a mijierahle exiatenc«* in the iiihlol of 
tilth and unelmnlitictw, la itig hwi itiduleiit, and Imving hw little e^iergy of 
mind, tu provide for liim-wdf projior foo»l and eomfortahle clothing and 
lotlgieg. 'I'he conie<|nenee iii, tlmt the bUn'id an highly carbon- 

ized all 1 dcprivt^l of oxygvn that it not mily iM.«>come« uuht to utiniulate 
the hratu to enitrgy. hut uniit to idimuiaio Hie uervx^ of aeiiaation dktn- 
buhxl U^ tiie Unly. ^ ♦ • 

“Thiw in the di!«i*a«<? f ailed Dijmsthmia (n Onx^k term exprc»»«dng' the 
dull or ohiuw' MMittateiii Uud }ilwa\> attondif the iximphiinl,. When roused 
from »l<»th hy th»:i i»iiinulu« fif hunger, ho takes! anything he can lay hk 
iioj^fk on, find tnimph ?< fui the Hghta aj» well aa on the prop<f*rly of others, 
with perf rt ludiih mure. When flriveri to lakmr by the eompukivo 
j¥)wei of winte man, let jHTfomi^ tln» task aassigned to him in a head- 
long, ear»'!» -t* r, Innidiiig down with hk fwt or cutting with his hoe 

the plam.N ! ' »it to eultivato — breitkitig the took he works willi, and 
sjKiiluig « \ i w’.i n. he i fuches tluit can k* injurtMl by cartdeoa handling. 
Heiiev tlh’ »vi'rr*ei call it * rascality,’ aiijijKising that the mitk'hief k 
intentionu Uy d »ne? • ♦ • 

“ Thf‘ tenu, ‘ given to thk dim^irti* by overseera, k hmndtxl on 

an erronenus iiyfaitheKi^, and leada to an incorrect empirical Ireaimetit, 
which seldom ur u*‘Ver curoa it. ’ 

Tlicre are many complainte descrilted in Dr. Cartwright’s 
troatist*. to which tli« negnass, in slavcary, soem m> bo peca> 
liarly subject. 

**1110^^ fatal than any other k ooiigosiioQ of the lungs, jffenptmtmonia 
noiA^it often called euld plague, etc. ♦ ♦ * 

The Frun^Mfsia, l*iain, or Ynwa, i» a diaofUie, einumoiikNiblo 

by contact anumg those who grtarUy neglect cbwilincoa. It k mippoiedl 
to Ih^ communicable, nn a modified form, to the white mee, among whom 
it ro.f»0mblea pseudo ayphilk, or some disease of tho none, M mm l„ or 
larynx. ♦ • • 

**Kogro-oou«ttmpUoii, a dkoaae almost uukuowu to iiiadic*l moo of Uio 
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Xortliem Stotea wid of Kiirop<\ k aluo aotootimoa foorAillj prvmlent 
among tho slavtu ‘It of iiii|>ortHnc<%* i«»va tho Doctor, ‘ to know the 
pathognomic ai^fna in ita early ahijrt>a, not only in trcaitment, 

bat to tletect m nfirrooa ttfliirUnt with thia cotcplaint ar<* 

often for sale ; tlie aiwlemliou of the on <jx*‘rciai% incuiMK'itubTS 

them for lalnnir, as they ijuiokly frive out, nml Inivo h» leave tlit'ir work. 
This iiolacM^s their owners to m‘U Iheiu, althimith they may not know the 
csftu-w of their inahilify to htlxnir. Blatiy of the hn»npht Month, for 

mU\ are in the iueipient staj?t‘« of tins tlijXMts# : they are foumi to !>«• 
ineftieieat lalK»im*m. uiwl are soM in cow^jnenee then*«if. Tlie elTeet of 
superstition - ft tinn l»elief that he k jHn.xm or ei>njilre<l— tifxm tlje 
fmtii nf.s niiitil, alrt^atly in a inorhel state jx-e^thexia , and his henltli 
ftfleeted from lumi Ui«»i'e, over-tankiniT or e\j«)3sure. want of whoh**n»fno 
finwl. clothing;, wann. eomfortahle hnii^on;;. with th«* distres^ui; idea 
sometimes) tliut he is an »>hjeet of hatri d or dislike, both to his imi-tter or 
iVUow-rtervanta, and hxt no vnn^ to hefrieiid him. teu U dinx'tly hi jrmiemto 
that erythism of mind wlheh i« the i s-xmtial cause of m ^nwonsumptiim/ 
* * * ‘ Kein* dies should U- a*tsi4ed hy r» neoin^ the nrutiHul eoxss of the 
dissolisfaetionor trouble t*f mirnl. and by Usin^ e>ery nn*uns to make the 
patient comfortable, satisiusl, and happy.”' 

L(>n<]^in" for ii distinct malady, known to 

pliy.sician.s as Xo»ialfji((, and there is ti Ku;jr?:i(ostive aualo^y 
lK.*tween the treatment comuumly einplov<?d to ciin^ it and 
that recommendt‘<l in this last advice of Dr. Cartwright. 

Disnpline, — Idider the slave system of li^ur, discipline 
must always Ije imiintainc^ by jdiysical jK>wer^ A holy of 
New York, sjamding a winter in a Hotitbern city, had a birctl 
slave-servant, who, one day, rt^fnsed outright to perform s<»me 
ordinary light domestic duty rf^uiresl of her. On the lady*« 
gently remonstrating with her, she immediately replhad: 
“ You can’t make me do it, and I won’t do it : I aint afmrd 
of you whippin’ me.” Th^servmit was right ; the lady amid 
not whip her, and was too tender-hearted to call in a man, or 
to send her to the guard-house to^be whipped, as is tlie 
cusbim with Southern ladies, wlien theirpatienecttie hfiust<?d, 
under such circumstances. She endeavoured, by IdiidimHi 
and by appeals to tho girl’s good sense, to obtain a moral 
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contiY)! over her ; bnt, after Buffering continual annoyance 
anJ incjonvcixience, and after an intenae trial of her faelmgSi 
for some time, ahe waa at length obliged to go to her owner, 
anti k^g him to come and taka her away from the liouae, on 
any terms. It was no lx>.tter than having a limatic or a mis- 
chitfvous and pilfering monomaniac quarfe^red on her.* 

But often when eoiirago and physicfil power, with the 
stnagth of t|io militia force and the army of the United 
Statcis, if reqtiired, at the Iwick of tlic ma#<ter, are not want- 
ing, there are a great varietj' of circumstaaces tliat make a 
reitort to punishment inotmvenieiit, if not 

BealJy well-trained, accomplishtxl, and docile honse-servanti 
are Btddom to Ijo purchased or hired at the South, though 
th(»y an^ found in old wealthy familiea rather oftener than 
first-riitr English or French servants are at the Korth. It 
m, douhtless, a convenience to luive even modemtely good 
gcrvunts who canitot, at any time of tlieir improved value or 
youi iUN*<*ssity, demand to have their pay increased, or who 
cannot Ix) drawn away from you hy prospect of ampler 
demands and kinder treatment at your neighbour’s ; but I 
believe lev of tliose who are incessantly murmuring against 
this healthy operation of God’s good law of supply and 
demand would be willing to purchase exemption finom it, at the 
price with which the masters and mistresses of the South do. 
Th( y w.ould pay, to get a certain amount of work done, three 
or four times tis much, to the owner of tlie best sort of hired 
slaves, as they do to the conunonest, 8tuj)ide8t Irish domestic 
drudges at the North, though the nominal wages by the week 
or year, in Virginia, are but little moredhan in New York. 

• The Mkhnmui Anuriem ha* a Utt«r fVom Italeigh, K.C., dated Sept. IS, 
whidj «ay* : On yeRtcidny nf<!rning, a benatiful young Udy, Bliw Vijgktui Fwwt, 
dnugiUcr of Auftm Fnwt, an fngioeci* on the Petmburg and WeMon Railrond, and 
mM'mg in thi* city, wa* *hot by a negro girl, and ktlied initutiUy. m 

proting her for inaolenl language.*' ^ 
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The number of 8er\'antK nsually found in a Southern family, 
of any pretension, always amazes a Northern lady. In one 
that I have visited, tliert* are exactly thrct* negroes to each 
white, the negrix^ iK^ing employed solely in the house. 

(A Southern lady, of an old and wealthy family, who had 
been for some time visiting a friend of mine in New York, 
said to her, as slie was preparing to rtdnni home : I cannot 
tell yon how much, after being in your house so long, I dread 
to go home, and to have to take care of our s<‘rvant« again. 
We hare a much smallcT family of whites than you, hut wo 
liave twelve servants, and your two accomplish a grmt deal 
more, and do their work a gre^tt dt*al l>etter than our twelve. 
You think your girls are very stupid, and that tliey give yon 
much trou}>Ie: hut it is as nothing. There is hartlly one of 
our sen’ants that can Im* trust^sl to do the simplest work 
without lieing stoo<l over. If I onler a nnm to clmnwl, 
or a fire to l>e imulo in a distant chauiU r, 1 never can suit" 
I am ol»(*y(xl uiiltsss I go tliere ami for mymdf. If I simd 
a girl out to get anything I want prejjaring the dinner, 
she is iis likely as not to forget what is wantttl, and not to 
come Iwck till after the time at which dinner alionld ready, 
A hand-i>rgan in the strK»t will draw all my girls out of the 
house ; and while it remains near us 1 Imve no more wm* 
mand over them than over so many monkeys. The parado 
of a military company has munetimes entirely fitevmterl ina 
from having any dinner cxK»ke<l ; and when the smants, 
standing in tk^ square looking at tW soldian*. see my bwbmid 
coming after them, they onfy laugh, and run away to the 
other side, like playful cliildren.* And, when I r«fpritiHiii<l 
them, they only mr tliey don't mean to do anything wrtmg, 

♦ In ih« city of C-olumbm, S.<\, tlw polk# art mjwijrrfiJ tsifrof* 

from nnivnng in Oip way tl#c mUiliuf* A«y ito 

vwinitT of ii when or«ifrrwi by n or any miUtary otioor, it !«• 

qoimi, by the oidiniHice, to be whi[i^ ot Uie 
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or they won’t do it again, all the time knf^ing m though it 
waH all a juke. They don’t mind it at all* They are juat m 
playful and careless as any wilful child ; and they never will 
do any work if you don’t compel thorn.”) 

Tlie slave employer, if he finds he has been so unfortunate 
as t4> hire a sulky servant, who cannot be made to work bis 
advantage, kis no nuucdy but to solicit from bis owner a de- 
duction from the price he has agreed to jmy for his labour, on 
the sjime gnmnd tlmt one would from a livery-stable keeper, 
if he hiul engaged a horse to go a jourm*y, but foimd that he 
was not strong or skilful enough to keep him ujsm the ir^. 
But, if the slave is the property of his employer, and bi.s?omea 
“ niscttlly/ the usual remi^ly is tlmt which the veterinary 
surgeon recommended when he was <^aned ujxm for advice 
how to cure a jibing : ** Stil him, my lonl.” “ ilaacfils ” 
are wnt Smtli from Virginia, f«»r the cun* or alleviidion of 
their complaint, in much greater numbt‘.rs than eoiihumpiives 
are fnun the more* J»ortlicni Shiics. 

How lio yon manage, then, when a man mislx^haves, or 
is Hick?’' 1 liHVf* \A*eR often asked by Boutberners, in discus- 
sing tlik ijuistion. 

If he is Hick, I simply charge against him every half day 
of tne time he is oft’ work, and deduct it from liis wages. If 
he is careless, or refu«*s to do what in reason I demand of 
him, I diwharge him, paying him wages to ilie time he 
leaves. With new men in whom I have not confidence, I 
make a written agriMmCht, before witnesses, on engaging 
them, tliat will permit me to do this. As for ** rasc^ity,” I 
never had but onv case of anything approaching to what you 
call so. A man insolently contradicted me in the field: I 
told him to leave his job and go to the house, took hold and 
finished it myself, tlien went to the house, madt ^ut a written 
statement of account, counted out the balance in money due to 
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him, gaye him the statement and the money, and told him he 
must go. He knew tbit he had failed of his duty, and that 
the law would sustain me, and we parted in a friendly mamier, 
he expressing regret that his temiXT had driven him from a 
situation which had been agreeable and satisfactor)" to him. 
The probability is, that this single experience educated him 
so ikr that his next employer would have no occasion to com- 
plain of his ‘‘ rascality and I very much doubt if any 
amount of corporeal punishment would have improved his 
temper in the least. 

‘‘ Sogerin^y — That slaves have to be “ humouled ” a great 
deal, and tliat they very frcnpiently cannot l>e made to do their 
master s will, I have seen much evidence. Not that they often 
directly refuse to olx*v an ordtT, but wlien they are directeil 
to do anything for which they have a disinclination, they 
undertake it in such a way that the d(^sired result is 8iu*e 
not to accomplished. They cannot lx? driven by fear of 
punishment to do that wdiich the lalx>ur<us in free commu- 
nities do cheerfully from their sense of duty, 8elf-r68|>ect, or 
regard for their reputation aii^ standing with their employer. 
A gentleman who had some fireo men in his emidoyment in 
Virginia, tliat he bid procured in New^ York, told me tliat 
he had been asteniahod, when a dam that he liad hec^ii building 
b^n to give way in a freshet, to see how much more 
readily than negroes they would obey his orders, and do 
their best without orders, running into the water waist-deep, 
in mid-winter, without any hesitation or grumbling. 

The manager of a large candlo-tactory in London, in which 
the labourers are treated with an unusual degree of confidenc*^ 
and generosity, writes tjins in a report to his diroctoTi^ : — 

“ Tlie prosffnt year promi^r's to he a reiy good one a« regardi pn/ilt, in 
eoa«cquCia»e of Uio oaonxioua lacreiuie la Uici demand hr camUiia. No 
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mora driving of the men end boys, by onrBelvee end thoee in enibotitf 
under ue, would have prcHiuccd the sodden end very great inereaso of 
inauufaetiiriN necessary lor keeping pace with tide demancL It Ims been 
efT cUid only l>y the hearty goo<i-i^i witli which tlic fiictory has worked, 
the men and boys making the gf&i extra exertion, which they saw to. be 
necessary to prevent Oor getting hopelessly in arrears with the ord^ as 
heartily m if the questioii had been, bow to avert sonjje difflcnlty threaten- 
ing th«rmsfdv<*H fM*r»r)naIly. One of the foremen reinariced with tmth, a 
few days hack : * To look on them, one wduld think i^ach was engagod in 
a little busineiis of his own, so as to have only himself affected by the 
results of his work.’ ^ 

A fiirmcr in Lincolnshire,' England, told me that once, 
during an mtniordinary harvest season, he had a numlier of 
labourers W work without lea\ing the field or taking any 
rejK>8e for sixty hours — he himself working with them, and 
eating and drinking only with them during all tlie time. Such 
sendees men may give voluntarily, from their own regard to 
the Millie of projyerty to bo saved by it, or for the purpose of 
estabUshing their credit as worth gtwxl wages ; but to require 
it of slaves would be intensely cruel, if not actually impos- 
sible. A imm can work excessively liis own impulse as 
much #3asicr than ho can bo driven to by another, as a 
horse tinvels easier in going towards his mxuLstomed stable 
tlnij in going from it. I mean — and every man who has ever 
served m a sailor or a soldier will know that it is no imagi- 
nary effc*ci — that the actual fatigue, the waste of bodily energy, 
the expenditure of the physical capacity, is greater in onq 
case tluiii the other. 

* 

Sailors and Holdicra l>oth, are led by certain inducementa to 
place ihcunselvos within certain limits, and lor a certain time, 
both defmed by contract, in a condition resembling, in many 
particulars, tliat of slaves ; and, although tliey are bound -by 
their voluntary contract and by legal and moral conside- 
rations to obey orders, tbo tact that force is also nsed to 
secure their obedience to their officers, scarcely ever i^ilu to 
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produce in them the identical vicee which are coinplainad of 
in slaves. They obey the letter, but defojit the inh^ntion of 
orders that do not please tliem ; tliey aix^ improvident, waste- 
ful, reckless ; tliey sham ilhiess, and as Dr. Cartwright gives 
specific medicjil apjxdlations to discontent, hmnws, and 
r^smlity, BO among aailors and soldiei's, when men snddeuly 
find themselves ill and luialde to do their duty in tinu^s of 
pwuliar danger, or when nnuKiial lal)our is rt^piinxl, they are 
Immoroiisly said to l>e milTering niuliT an attack of tlio jH>wder- 
fever, the eaj)e-fever, the ic<'-feVer, the coast-fever, or the re<‘f- 
ing-fever. The couiitenu’ting intluenci*s to tloisc^icHi^, whi(‘h 
it is the first efibrt of every gotnl ollicer to fost * are, tlrst, 
regard to duty; s^xroml, pitriotism ; thini, dn corjwi, 

or prc»fc‘«8ii)na! pride ; fourth, wdf-ri^^pK't, or pe rsonal pride ; 
fifth, self-iuten?st, hope (»f promotion, <»r of kumty, or of 
privileges in mitigation of their hanl s^^rvice, as rt*ward for 
excellence. Tilings are never quickly done at m*a, unlisss 
they are done with a will, or “ cheerly,"' as the aailor s word 
is — that is, cheerfully, iin army is never effa'tive in tlie field 
when Jeprcissed in its morale. 

None of the« pronijiiings to excellence mi be ojxnitive, 
except in a very low degree, to amwtemet tlm indoh nt and 
vicious tendencies of the Slavery , much more: pure tlian tlie 
slavery^ of the army or the slitp, by wlmdi the eieriiona of the 
Virginia lalxiurer are obtained for liw emjiknor. 

Incidents, trifling in tbemseJveB, mistantly kimy to a 
stranger what must lie the mK^esaary mtwequeoxm, Tlia emta- 
stropbe of one such (xx^urred I to write this Idter. 

I reriumted a fire to be made in my room, as I was going 
out this morning. On my return, I fiumd a grand firo— -the 
room door having been closed upon it, and, by the way, I Imd 
toobbiui assistance* to o{)cn it, the !o<.*k kiing “ out of order/* 
Just now, while I was writing, down tumbled «{K>n the 
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ftTid rolled away cIobo to the ralanoe of the bed, half a hod- 
full of i^i^iiited coal, which had been »o piled up oa the ^^te, 
and left without a fender or any guard, that this result was 
almost inevitable. And such carelessness of senimts yon 
have momentarily to notice. 

But the constantly-occurring delays, and the waste of time 
and laUair that yon encounter everywhere, are most annoying 
and pr<n-oking to a stranger. At an hotel, for instanot?, yon 
go to your nxmi and tind no convenienc4?« for washing ; ring 
and ring ngiiin, and ht*ar the office-Wper ring again and 
again. At length two servants appt^ar together at your door, 
get orJf^rH. and go away. A quart4?r of an hour afterwards, 
jHThafw, cuie returns witli a pitcher of water, hut no towels ; 
and m on. Yet as the servants seem anxious to plea8<% it can 
only n«ult from want of system and onier. 

Until the negro is big enough for his laljour to l>e plainly 
profitoble to his master, be has no training to appliaition or 
metluKl, but only to idleness and carelf>ssness. Ifefore the 
children arrive el n working age, they hardly anne under the 
notice ortln ir owner. An invenb>ry of them is taken on the 
plnntatom at (Jhristmas ; and a planter told me that some- 
times they (i#k*aiHHl the attention of the overmn’r and were not 
retunuxl at all, till twelve or thirteen yt?ars old. Tlie only 
whi{>)ang of nhv(^ 1 have seen in Virginia, has Ix'on of these* 
wild, la:?y chiltlren, as they are being hn>ke in to work. They 
oannot 1x3 dei)end<xl ufsin a minute, out of sight 

Y"ou will see how difficult it would be. if it were attempted, 
to eradicate the indolent, careless, incogitant habits so formed 
in youth. But it is not systenmtiailly attempted, and the 
induances that continue to act upon a slave in the same 
direction, cultivating every qimlity at variance witii industry, 
prmsioii, forethought, and providence, are innumerable. 

It is not wonderful that the habits of the whole eommiiiiitiy 
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should be mfluenced by, and be made to accommodate to these 
habits of its labourers. It irresistibly affects the whole in- 
dustrial character of the people. You may see it in the 
habits and manners of the free wliite mechanics and trades- 
people. All of tlieae must have dealings or be in competition 
with slaves, and so have their standard of exctdlence made 
low, and become accustomed to, until they are content with 
slight, false, unsound workmanship. You notice in all classes, 
vagueness in ideas of cost and value, and injudicious and un- 
necessary expenditure of lalwur by a Uionghtless manner of 
setting about work.* For in.stjinco, I noticed a rivet loose in 
my umbrella, as I was going out from my hotel during a 
shower, and stepjxd into an atljoining slu)[) to have it rejwirtsi, 

“ I can’t do it in k*ss than half an hour, sir, and it will be 
worth a quarter,” said the locksmith, rejdying to inquiries. 

“ I shouldn’t tliink it necil hike you so long — it is merely 
a rivet to bctighteut3J.” 

“ 1 shall have to take it all to pieces, and it will take 
all of half an hour.” 

“ I don’t think you need take it to pieces.” 

“ Yes, I shall — there’s no other way to do it.” 

“ Then, as I can’t well wait so bng, I will not trouble 
yon with it and I went back to Uio hotel, and with 
the fire-jssker did the work myself, in leas than a ruinate, as 
well as ho could have done it in a week, Mid went on my- 
way, saiing half an hour and quarter of a doQar, like a 
“Yankee.” 

Virginians langh at us for such things : but it is became 
they are indifferent to these fractions, or, as they say, abc^va 
regarding them, that they cannot do thdr own busiaias with 
the rest of the world ; and all their comjneroe, as thiy ara 

* A »bi|/,offloer MU m« Uut Inil nBUc*-! tliat tt took j«t •»><«» Ow* tl«# 
to b«ve tbe uim reiwin mode itt SihCbIA Uwt it did is Nnr tm'k,: 
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al)snrdly complaining, only goes to enrich Northern men. 
A man forced to labour under their system is morally driven 
to indolence, carelessness, indifference to the results of skill, 
hoedlessnoss, inconstancy of purpose, improvidence, and 
extravagance. Precisely the opposite qualities are those 
wbicli are encouraged, and inevitably developed in a man 
who has to make bis living, and earn all his oomf^ by his 
voluntarily-directed labour. 

“ It is with dogs,” says an authority on the subject, '‘as 
it is with horses ; no work is so well done as that which is 
done cheerfully.” And it is with men, both black and white, 
a.s it is with horses and with dogs; it is even more so, 
b<‘caa‘4e the strength and cunning of a man is less adapted to 
being “broken” to the will of another than that of either 
dogs or horses. 

Work ai'eotnpluhfid in a ffiivn time. — Mr. T. R. Griscom, 
of Pelersbu^, Virginia, stated to me, that he once took accn- 
ratc account (•<" the lab.»ur expended in harvesting a large 
field of |Wheat ; and the result was that one quarter of an 
acre a day was secured for each able hand engaged in cra- 
dling, raking and binding. The crop was light, yielding not 
over six bushels to the aeue. In New York a gang of fair 
cradlcrs and hinders would bo expected, under ordinary 
circumstauoes. to secure a crop of wheat, yielding firom 
twenty to thirty bushels to the acre, at the rate of about two 
acres a day for each man. 

Mr. Griscom formerly resided in New Jersey ; and since 
firing in Virginia has had the snperintehdenoe of very large 
agricultural operations, conducted with slave-labour. AA^ 
I had, in a letter, intended for publication, made use of tiiia 
testimony, I called upon him to ask if he would ol^eot to my 
giving his name with it. He was so good m to j^ermitioe fa> 
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do so, wad said thd I might add that the onVimry wmte in 
harvesting wheat in Virginia, through the carelamnmH of the 
negroes, lx»yi«ul that which occurs in the Itands of onlirmry 
Northern laljoiirers, is (M]ual in value to what a Ni)rthem 
fiirmer would often eouaider a Hatistictoi'y profit on liia crop. 
He alsi.) wished me to say that it was his deIilM»rate opinion, 
formtvl not without much and accurah* ohstTvation, that four 
Tirgiuia slaves do not, when engiigcxl in onlinary agricultural 
opmtioits, accomplish m much, on tui average, aa one 
onlinarv' free fann laboim^r in New .Fei^siw. 

Mr. OrLscimi is well knouii at Pi^tersburg ils a man remark- 
able for accuracy and {>rt3eisen«^s ; and no man « judgment 
on this suhjcKd could Ik? entithJ to more 
Another man, who hud sujK?rinteiahi<I lalnuir of the aame 
chamcter at the North and in Virginia, wliom I (}ur*stionetl 
cIoH^dy, HgTt*^xl entirely with Mr. Gris<*oin, Imlieving tliat 
four negrocis had to lx? «upf»orti.*<l on every farm in the BUte 
to aca>mplish the same work which w»ib ordimiril^douo on© 
free hibourer in New York. 

A c lergy man from Connecticut, who Imd resided for many 
years in Virginia, told me that what a slave expckni io ajjend 
a. day upon, a Nortliem labourer w*mld, h© was cstmfideut, 
usually accomplisli by eleven o'clock in the ittomng. 

In a letter on this subjM, m<ist of the fiicts gtron in w^hieli 
Imve )mn alnjady narraiorl in this volume, written fp>m Vtr* 
giuia to the iVe*r York Tiftm, I exprii^ssad tlm convictton 
that, at the most, not mow tfmn <mo-half m much labour wm 
ordinarily ac(iompli.shed in Virginia }j a oertain immljar of 
nkvm, in a given time, as by unequal number of fm© kboureni 
in New York. The publication of ttik letter tndtirod a num* 
Ix^r of jKsimmg to make piWtc the conduatotia of thdr own 
experience or observations on this subject. So fams I know^ 
these, in every case, suatainad my ouc^ngianHy ofi if any doubt 
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wa^ expreswed, it wii» that I had uader-astiinated the saperior 
economy of frm-hhmr. Ah affording evidenee more mhmble 
thnn III V own on t!m important pointy from tiie bettor oppor 
of foriniu;^ aouiul judgment, which a reaidciwx^ at dif- 
ferent timea, in >K)th Virginia and a Free State had given the 
writer, I have reprinhxl, in an Appendix, two of theao letters, 
teg(‘ther with a quantity of other testimony from Southern 
witn<>t»e«ou this suhjetrt^ which 1 1#eg the reader, who has any 
douht of tlie correctness of my information, not to neglect. 

“ Drm/yj .'' — (hi mentioning to a gentleman in Virginia 
( who U^h»»ved that slavi-lalKUir waiH K*ttor and cheap»er than 
tree-lalMur), Mr. ( iriacom h olfc<ervation, he replitd : tliat with- 
ont doubting the C4»iT*ctiu'w« of the statenumt of that jiarticttlar 
instance, he was sure that if four men did not harvest more 
tbiu an acre of wht^t a day, Uiey could not have well 
** driven/' He knew that, if projsTly driven, threatened with 
puniahment, and puniahod if imAmarx, negnm would do as 
much work t was possible for any white man to do. The 
same geutiiunan. however, at miotlicr time, told me tliat 
negroes wen^ Heklt>m punished ; not oftener, he presumed, than 
a] Tirentices wore, at the North ; tliat the driving of them waa 
generallj left to ovtirHCH^rs, who wen? the laziest and moat 
wortliiesH dogH in the world, freciuentJy not demanding higher 
wagv3« for their st*rvk‘es tliaii one of the negrvais whom they 
were given t4) manage might lie hired for. Anotlier gentle- 
man told me ihat he would rather, if the law would permit it, 
have some of his negroes for overseers, than any white man 
he liad ever k^iu able to obtain in tliat capacity. 

Another planter, whom I reijnested to examine a letter on 
the subject, that I had prepared for the Tinm^ that he might, 
if he could, refute my calculations, or give me any facte of an 
opposite character, after reading it said : ** The truth ia, that, 
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ia geneiul, a slave dom not do half the work be easily iiii|rbt ; 
and which, by lM>ing lumdi ewon^di with him, he am \m made 
io do. When I mat* inhjHtmsaion of my phiutation, I mum 
found the oversew then iijam it wuk gtxxi for mptliinfr, md 
told him I had m> fiirther occjiaion f«>r \m smic^ : I then 
went to drinn*:^ the negnK?s mysedf. In the moniing. wlien I 
went out, one of them came up to me and anked what work 
he slioiild go alx)ut. I fold him to go into the s^vamp and 
ent some wood. * Well, miis^a,’ said he, ‘ H’jKis^e you wants 
me to do konlins wes In^n xi»e to doin’; elxTj' niggrr cut 
a cord a day.’ ‘ A coni ! tliat’s what you luive IxH:ni md to 
doing, ‘is it?’ said I. ‘Yea, nmsm, dat’s wt)t d»y alwayB 
makes a nigger do roun’ haUi — a coni a day, dat s allers do 
task.’ ‘Well, now, old imui,’* said I, ‘you go and cut me 
two cords to-day.’ ‘ Oh, massa ! two (‘onls \ XoUxly coukln' 
do dat. Oh ! imiKsa, dat’s toi> liard ! XeWxr hmnl o' 
nolxxly’s cuttin’ more'u a coni o’ w^j<xl in a day, heali. 
No nigger couhhf do it.* ‘ Well, old man, you have two 
cords of w<xk 1 cut to-night, or to-morr»»w momtiig yon will 
have two hundral knhw — tliat’s all thae is aboni il 8i», 
look sharp !’ Qt‘ anirse, he did it, and no negro hail mcr cut 
lees tlian two cords a day for me mnce, though my ncigli- 
hours still get but one cord. It was just so with a great 
many other things — mauling mh»; I aiwaja Imve two 
hundred rails matilcl in a day; just twice wlmt it i$ thft 
custom, in our Ciuntry, to expect of a iiegro, and jusA twioo 
as miiny aa my mtgroes ha4 be^ made to do biAec^ I mai^^ 
them myself. 

This only makes it monj pmhidde that tlie anmunt erf labour 
ordinarily and genemlly perffirmed by akvea in Vhcghiia t$ 

• ** Old Mac ” y a cmnmm tltk i»f addmi to iioy m$m to Vlr* 

fiiii* mmt k not Ituftim. iWy *' and •* Old Ito iiaiy to to tto 
«w« pi'fiKifl. Of coitm, ill Uib t$m, th« ilirf i* nol to to ittifiMtol to to to^Mtl 
to* prune of lUcugth. 
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very small, compared with (hat done the labooretra of the 
Free States. 

Of course, it does not follow that all artides produced by 
such klxHir cost four timos as much as in New York. There 
are other clemeuts of cf«t besides labour, as land and ftiel. 

I could not have a bushel of lime or salt or coal dug for me 
on my form at Btatcn Island at any price. There are farms 
in Virginia where either could be obtained by an hour’s 
laiwur. 

Yet now, as I think of all tlie homes of which I have had a 
glim|w<;, it does not seem to me that men who are reputed to 
!« worth jt 400,000 Iwivo C'|nal advautages of wealth here 
with those whose pro|w,*rty is valued at a quarter tlwt, in the 
Easteni Frw States ; men with 140,000 live not as well here, 
all tilings considered, as men worth ^(10,000 at the North ; 
and the farnu'r who owns lialf a dozen negroes, and who I 
supposii must bo called worth g4000, does not afiproadi in 
his pKwi-ssion of civilized comfort, the well-to-do working 
iimii witli os ;!0 rents a small house, and whoso propcaty 
consists in us furniture, his tools, skill, and strength, and who 
has a few hiuidred dollars laid np in the Savings-Bank, 
agi.insl a tni .y day. I do not need to ask a farmer, then, any 
longer why he lifts liia stable door into its plaoe, and fastens 
it by leaning a log against it, as ho evidently has lioen doing 
for years. Ho cannot afford to buy or hire a Idaeksmith for 
his little form, and what with going and coming, and paying 
in com which lunst be carried a number of miles over scarcely 
passable roads, our thriiliost formers would wait tor beUw 
times, perhaps, before they would take half the trouble <nr 
give a third as much com as the bladcsmith will want for the 
job, to save a minute’s time whenever they irneded to enter 
and leave tlioir stable. And so with everything. Any mb- 
stantial work costs so moch, not alone in taaasj or ontn 
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directly, but in tiie time and trouble in efft^cting the ex- 
change, that the pa>j»lt» mate ahift and do without it And 
this is endeutly the aise not only with the {)t«>ple as in- 
dividuals iuul families, but in their commtinity. It is more 
obvious, it' possible, in the condition of the lumsc^s of worsltip, 
the seliCKds, the nmds, the public conveyances ; finally, it 
accounts for what at first sight apja^ars the marvellous 
negk^ct or waste of the tmtural resimrees of the ct>untrv, and 
it no longer siir])risi^ me that a fanner piunts out a <\>al W, 
which has never Wn worked, in the Iwuik of a which 

has never l)e«m dammal, in the mi<lKt of a fi^ri'stof fine timber 
trees, with clay and lime and muid convenient, and who yet 
lives in a misemble smoky cabin of logs on a di«d 
exchisively foniuHl of jxmndcMl maize and Won. Nor, when 
I ask, if a little |>ainKtaking here and there would not mve 
much waste of fertility, that be should r<*ply, that irnuunuch 
as land enough, equally good, can lx* Ijought for six dollars an 
acre, the wliole fertile matter can l>e Ixdter lost tlmn a week’s 
lalK)ur be spemt to save all^ that will not go into this y«yr*a 
crop. 

To this general rule of make shift, there is but mre excep- 
tion to the general nile of the difficulty or expense of accom- 
plishing any ordirmrj'aim ofcivili2;6<l‘t in distinction troni savage 
societyr I am inclimKi to think that thfire is none in Vir- 
ginia. There are, however, mdividnals and localities and com- 
munities and enterprises, upon wliich the forces of woalth-r 
including both capital and talent, or energy — seem to hme 
concentrated, just as we sometimes observe to be the case at the 
North. It is true also, as Virginians are fond of asserting, that 
absolute destitution of the means of preserving life is more rare 
than at the North, but then life is barely preserved with little 
labour by a naked savage in the wilderness ; and it must be 
said that a great number, I almost think a majority, of the 



maiKiiU 


139 


Eastern Virginians live but on© step removed from what we 
should dee^m great dcjstitution at the N^orth. I am sure, upon 
consideration, tlmt tliin phrase would convey no unjust idea 
of the life of the majority of the Virginians, whom I have 8c?en, 
to tlic jHX>i)le of a Kew England manufacturing town. 

I have miid that there are poiuto where the forces of wealth 
seem to have conamtmtol. Ah a rule the Ikrm-hibour of a 
slave accomplialu-s not half as much in a day, as at the Noi:th ; 
tlmt of a white man, juoljably, not a third ; tlmt of most 
mecbanic'i, of their carelessness and imfoiiUfulnass, 

much laHH tlnui of m<jst at the North, although they are paid 
more than tJiere. But it is true, there im* ap[>arent excep- 
tions, and 1 have Iwii at timen a gtxKi d^ial puzzh‘d by them. 
(i<‘net>dly a |wdient study dimmers a Cimeoahd tuct.*. Most 
coiaiuonly, 1 think, the explanation is given in the convers© 
of tiu' imixmi ihat “ high wagi^s are the chea[H?st.” The 
vvorkni in who e^timuumds much more than the ruling rat© of 
wagan is hard t^i got, and proverbially aocomplishes much 
more for hiseuiploycr than tli© excess of his wage© indicates. 
The man who csannot command the current rates is the first 
to le dropped otF on a rcxluction, the last to l>o token on at 
an lacraisi* of force. As prime field-hand slaves fumiah tli© 
st4indanl of lalxiur in Virginia, and tlie vast majority of 
laboureni art* toi' todow tlmt shuidard in quality, their kbour 
is paid much less, and it is of lass value relative lo its cost. 
Most of the lahouriug chisa of Virginia are of a qualitj’ which 
our fiirmers would call “dear at any price/* If, then, by 
unusimlly skilful and energetic management, tmder favourahl© 
circumsttuices, the labour of slaves, in certain instances, seems 
to accomplish as much for its course as that of free labourers 
at the North, it does not follow that results of labour of all 
kinds in Virginia do not oc^t ordinarily, and on average, 
twice or thrice as much as in the adjoining Free States, 
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Whenever I have found unusual efficiency apparent in any 
enterj'^rise in Virfj^inia — Jis sometimes in milroad eonslruciton^ 
milling, and mining — I have thus far invariahly found the ne- 
groes employt'tl to te picked men, and, when my iiujuiries 
^ve been fnuikly answered, tbit fliey were w’orking under 
some unusual stimulus. For instance, a tobicco manuliicturer 
pays the owner of a valuable negro JK 1 10 a ye«ur for his ser- 
vices. underhiking ako to ft»ed tmd clothe him ntid otherwise 
care for his |H^rmaneut value. lie then offers to pay tin* negro 
a certain rate |)er [nmnd for all the hibictH) he works up be- 
yond a certain quantity. One of the largt'st manufacturer 
informtMl me that lie piid mddom less than 00 a ymr. and 
sometimes over J!300, to 4?ach slave he nw*<l, in inldition 
to the rent paid their masters, which was fnrmi H 1 00 to 
j!150 a ymr. I did not loam the averages, but suppose 
that, while tlie nominal wages for the lalx ur of these slaves 
was but little more than the niling miirket-nite of $ 120 a 
year, their labmr rt^alJv cost the inanufiicturer at bust double 
that. Hanlly any of tho white latemr onifiloywl in emte- 
prises which are pursaed with t'nt-rfQ’ and efficiency ia natiire, 
nor doca it ever, so far as I have seen, seem to bo establuhed 
and at home. 
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CHAPTEB V. 

VrRQIXIA AX1> TO ECONOMY— COKTrXCEt). 

Norfolk , — lu order to be iu time for the train of car» in 
which I wjiH h> It^ave Peternbiir^ for Norfolk, 1 wa« oailled up 
at an tinn^iud hour in the morning and proridcd with an 
apology for hredc&at, on the ground that there had not been 
time to prepare anything lietter (though I waa chargofl full 
time on the hill ), advi-wl by tlie landlord to hurry when I 
aeateil myaidt at the table, and two minutes afterwaniei 
infumied tfiat, il' 1 reatained longer, 1 should k‘ t(»o late. 

Thankn tlww kind pnx^utionB, I reached the station 
hvtjiity iniioitr- the tmin left, ami was aflenvaids 

c^rriid, with akut fifty other people, at the rate of ten milea 
an liour, to (ity-jx>iiitj where all irere discImrgcHl uiidex a 
dirty slitd, from which a wharf pixytHrkid info Jami^ Itiver. 

The train was adv (‘rtise<I to connect here with a ateamboat 
for Norfi>lk. Finding no ateamlioat at the wharf, I fmnxl, at 
fiiut, that the delay in heaving Petersburg and tlie Kit>w speed 
U{>on the roml Imd deteined us so long that the bt>at had 
departed witlamt us. But observing no diH<rpj)omtinent or 
concern expressed by the other passengers, I concluded the 
boat was to call for us, and had yet to arrive. An hour 
passed, during which I tried to keep w^rm by walking up and 
down the wharf ; min then commenced fidliiig, and I 
returned to the erowdcjd shed and asked a young man, who 
was engaged in cutting the lettem G, W, B,, with a dirk- 
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knife, npon the head of a toWmxsaak, what was stipposed to 
have detained tlie steamlx)at. 

Detained her ? there aint no detention to her, as I taiow 
on ; ‘taint hanlly time for her to l)e alon^ yet.” 

Another Jmlf-hour, in fiiet, paascxl, Ix^fore tlie steainloai 
arrived, nor was any impatience manifi^shHl by tlie pasw‘njrer8. 
All st^emed to take this hnrrjinK and waiting proi^f^ss as tlie 
regular thing. The women sjit hiillenly u]Km tnmks and 
packing-caises, and watcluxl their liaggage and restniintnl their 
ohildren ; the men chewal bdx^cco auil rtwl newsjiajx'rB ; 
loiingtHl first on one side and then on tluu^ther ; some smtkfd, 
some walked away to a disfimt tavern ; soiU(‘ reclimxl on the 
heajis of freight and went to sleep, and a ft^v conversed 
quietly and mt<?rmittently with one uiadher. 

The short's of the Jaraf*s Kiver are lf»w and level — the 
scenf'iy nninteresting: hut frequent planters* mansioris, often 
of considerable size and of some elegance, stand ujion the 
bank, and »>metimf's^thm‘ have very pretty and well-kept 
grounds aKiut them, and tin' plantations surrounding tlnnii are 
coltivatctl with neatness and skill. Many men diaitngniidied 
in law and jxditics hen* have tlieir homos. 

I was pli;‘asi^l to stM? the apparaiwx* of .enthniaaiun with 
which some jiaawmgers, who were landed from onr iMmt at one 
of these places, were rec^nved two or tferei? W’clWreaiKjsd 
negro senanta, who liad anne from diO honae to tin* wliarf to 
meet them. Bhick and white met with kisses ; ami the effort 
of a long-lmircil sopljomorc to maintain his dignity, was quite 
ineffectual to kill the kindness of a fat mulatto wunaii, who 
joyfully and pathetically shouted, as she mnght him off the 
gang-plank, “ Oh Massa George, is yon eome Imrk FieM 
negns;s, standing by, looked on with their nmial besotted 
exp! Hniiui. and neither offered nor rcx'cived grt<diiigs. 

Jan. Norfolk is a dirty, low, iU-armnged town, neidly 
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dirid(^d[ by a moroai. It has a single creditable public build- 
ittg, a ttiimk*r (if fine private residences, and the polite society 
is reputed to l>6 agreeable, refined, and cultivated, receiving a 
cli«nu*tiir from the familieH of the resident naval ofiioers. It 
lias all the immoral and disagrec^able characteristics of a large 
seajKirl, with very few of the advantages that we shotild ex- 
[lect to find as relief to them. No lyceum or public lihraries, 
no public gard«5iw, no galleries of art, and though there ore 
two “ Bethels/’ no “ home ” for its scwien ; no public resorts 
of healfliful amtisrunent ; no pkc^ betk*r Uian a filthy, toliacoo- 
iinpregnuUd kir-room or a licentioas dan(XMxdlar, so far as I 
liave Kh'U able to learn, for the stnmger of high or lowdc*gree 
to jiasH tiie hours unwupied by business. 

Liout. Maury has laudy very well shown what advantages 
were originally pcismimd for profitable ctimnn^rco at this 
point, ni a rejiort, ti’o intention of which is to advocate the 
esbihlisiimeiit of a lino of »t4‘jimers hence to Para, the fnirt of 
the mouth ( i tlit Amazon. He sitys — 

k in a m tu Imve winraainle^l tlie of the 

Atii&utic' : i» i« luiclwny th<? It haa ii biwk eotinlry of 

fcrr.it facility JitiU ; iiml, a» to to the tKJtmn, then? i» 

no if irlnnir from liu 8l. Johnk to the lUo Omiwle that luia the mnia 
facilitii*}* of tJjijrcaa an»l cijp-oa?* at all Itnuta aid in all wcalher». • • Tho 
Kwk country of Norioik ?i all that which draiiiid by Uie Clampi^ako 
Hay — jmjhnieing a hue dmwn along the ridge Indweeu the Ihdaware and 
the ChnB»iKmkt% thcio e northerly, including all of IVnusyWania that u in 
he valley of the Sin^iurhamm, all of Maryland thk aitlo of tln^ mountaiiifl, 
I he valley of the Potomac, llappahonnoek, York, and Jaitm llivera, with 
he Valley t>f the iUMtnoke, and a great |iarl of the Hlate of Kortli Caro* 
lina, wlime only outlet to the m?a i» W the way of NoHblk/' 

In a letUjr to the Naimml hUeHigeme}\ Oct. 31, 1854, 
after desc^rihing similar advantages which the town iiosaesses, 
to theses enumerated above, Lieut. Maury, who is a Yirginkn, 
again says — 

‘‘Ik climate is delightful. It is of exactly that happy tempi^fmtitre 
where the frowta of tlio North bite not, and the {HrsUkneo of the South 
walki not Ita havbotir i» commodioua and aafo at safe nan he. It k 
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never blocked up by ice. It Itas the double advantage of an inner and an 
outer liarbour. The inner harbour is as smooth as any min-}x)nd. In it 
vessels lie vitli pt^rh'ot security, wliere over>' inuiginable facility is offered 
for loading and unloading.” • ♦ ♦ “The Wk country, which" without 
portage is naiuralljf tributary to Norhdk, not only sur;)»sses that which is 
tributary to New York in mildness of eliinate, in fertility i)f soil, and 
variety’ of production, but in gf'ogmphical extent hv many mpnirt* miles. 
The pro|X>rtion bidng as to one in favour of the Virginia |K>rt” ♦ ♦ • 
•* The aafiirai advantages, then, in relatit)n to the Rea i»r the l»w;k country, 
are superior, bei/oml com;xirisoti, to those of New York.” 

There is little, if any exaggeration in this entiiimte ; yet, if 
a deadly, enervating pestilence had always mgtHl here, tliis 
Norfolk could not be a more mi.serable, sorry little sea{)ort 
town than it Is. It was not jK)s.sibk‘ to prevent th(‘ exisienco 
of some agency liere for the trausliijunent of goods, and for 
suppljing the needs of veasels, eom]»ell(‘d by exterior ciremn- 
stances to take refuge in the lniiiH>ur. Bt^yonJ this biro 
supply of a necessitous demand, and wlmt result.s from the 
adjoining naval rendezvous of the nation, there is nothing. 

Jan, 18^A. — The “ Great Dismal Swainj),*' together with 
the smaller Disnuils’' (for so the is us(xl hiTi?), of the 
same character, along the North Carolina coast, liav(‘ liitherto 
been of considerable commercial importance as furnishing a 
large amount of lumlxir, and esp<‘cially of sLiiighiS for our 
Northern use, as well as for exportation. The district from 
which this commerce proceeds is all a vast quagmire, the soil 
being entirely comiX)8t‘d of decayed vegetable lil^re, siiturated 
and surcharged with water; yielding or qnaldng on the 
surface to the tread of a man, and a large part of it, during 
most of the year, half inundated with standing jxxds. It is 
divided by creeks and water-veins, and in tlio centre is a 
pond six miles long and three broad, the shores of which, 
strange to say, .arc at a liigher elevation above tlie sea, tlian 
any otlier part of the swamp, and yet are of the same miry 
consishmey. The Gr<xit Dismal is about thirty miles long 
and ten miles wide, on an average ; its area about 200,000 
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acres. And the little Dismal, Aligator, Catfish, Green, and 
other smaller swam[)s, on the shor^ of Albemarle and Pam* 
lico, contain over 2,000,000 acres. 

The swamp lielongs to a great many proprietors. Most 
of them ovm only a few acres, but some possess largo tracts 
and use a heavy capital in the business. One, whose ao* 
qnainhmce I made, employed more than a hundred hands in 
getting out shingles alone. The value of the swamp land 
varioH with the wood UjK)n it, and the facility with which it 
can l)e got off, from 12 J cents to g 10 an acre. It is made 
passiible in any desired direction in which trees grow, by 
laying logs, cut in lengths of eight or ten feet, parallel and 
against other on the surface of the Hod, or “ B}>onge,” as 
it is called. Mules and oxen are used to some extent upon 
these roads, but transportation is mainly by hand to the 
creeks, or to ditches communicating with them or the canal. 

Except by those log-roads, the swamp is scarcely passable 
in many jmrts, owing not only to the softness of the sponge, 
but to the (*Iistruction caused by innumerable shrubs, vines, 
crooj)€r«, and briiuia, which often take entire j>ossession of the 
surface, foniiing a deuwt brake or jungle. This, however, is 
sometimes removed by fires, wliicli of late years liave been 
frequent and very destructive to the standing tiinl>er. The 
most common sliruljs are various smooth-leafed evergreens, 
and their dense, bright, glossy foliage was exceedingly beau- 
tiful in the wintry scjasim of my visit. There is a good deal 
of game in tin* swamp — botirs and w’ilJ cats are sometimes 
shot, raccoons and opossums are plentiful, and deer are found 
in the drier parts and on the outskirts. The fishing, in the 
interior waters, Is also said to be excellent. 

Nearly all the valuable trees have now been cut off from the 
swamp. The whole ground has been frequently gone over, 
the best timber selected and removed at each time, leaving 
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the remainder standing thinly, so that the wind has mom effect 
upon it ; and much of it, from the yielding of the soft soil, is 
nprooted or broken off. The fires have also grcmtly injnred it. 
The principal stock, now worked into shingles, is obtained 
from hem aih the surfure — old thinks that Imve becrn preservcMl 
by the wetness of tlie soil, and that arc? ftnmd by ‘^Bound- 
ing with and nosed with hooks or pikt*s by the negroc*s. 

The quarry is girag out, liowevtT; and except that hunlmr, 
and esptx'iaUy shingles, have k'cn in grt^t dtmand at high 
prices of late, the business wwild hi* alnnwt at an end. As it is, 
the principal men engjiged in it are tumiiig their altenti«m hi 
other and more distant supplies. A large pundiasc? had 
kx}n made hy one comjaoiy in the Floritla evergladi^s. and a 
schooner, with a gang of hands traiinxl in the ** l>isiimls,” was 
about to Hiiil from DeepCret^, for this mw field of o|S‘nitious. 

The lalxmr in th<* awninp is almost entirely done by slaves ; 
and the way in which they are maimginl is interesting and 
instructive. They are mostly hirtxl by tlndr employers at a 
rent, perlaqis of one humlrcxl dollars a year for each, j)aid to 
their owners. They sjierid one or two montlis of the winter 
— when it is too wet to work in the swamp — at the n«idc*nco 
of their ina.sfer. At this pt?rit>d little or no work is nicjuired 
of tliem ; their time is tlieir own, and if th(*y can get any 
emplonneiit, they will generally ketq> for tlieinselves what 
they are paid for it. When it is sufficicuitly dr) -- usually 
early in February — they go into the swamp in gangs, (wdi 
gang imder a white overseer, Before h*iiving, the^y are all 
examined and registered at tie (Joiirt Hous^t ; and “ jiasses,” 
good for a ymr, are given them, in which their feiituress and 
the marks ujam their persons are minutely dewriliod. Each 
man is funiished with a quantity of j)rovimons and clutliing, 
of which, as well as of all that he afterwards draws from the 
stock in the hands of the overseer, an exact account is kcjifc 
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Arrived at their deetmatiou, a mde camp is made ; huts of 
logs, poles, shingles, and boughs being built, usually, upon 
some places where shingles have been worked before, and in 
which tlie shavings have accumulated in small hiUocks upon 
the soft surface of the grotmd* 

The slave lumberman then lives measurably as a free man ; 
hunts, fishes, eats, drinks, smokes and sleejis, plap and 
works, each when and as much us he pleases. It is only 
re(juir<yl of him that he shall liavo made, after half a year 
has j)aKHc*d, such a quantity of shingles as shall be worth to 
his master so much money as is paid to his owner for his 
Hervi(‘es, and shall rcjfund the value of the clothing and pro- 
visions he lais required. 

No “driving*’ at his work is attempted of needed. No 
force is used to overcome the indolence jxjculiar to the negro. 
The ovcrscjer merely taketf a tlaily atwimt of the uumW i»f 
shingUjs mdi man adds to the gtncml stock, and employs 
anotlier set of hands, with mules, to draw them h) a jK)int 
from which tliey can l)e shipped, and where they are, from 
time to time, called for by a st‘hooner. 

At the end of five moutlis the gjuig returns to dry land^ 
and a statement of uccoimt from the overseer’s lx>ok is drawn 
up, something like the following ; — 

Krtm Bo (o John Doe, Dr, 

Feb. 1. To clolhinj; oultU) if 5 00 

Mar. 10. To clothing, a.H jH?r ovcn«:M*r’ii account 2 25 
Feb, 1. To bacon niul meal (ouiSt) .... ID 00 
July 1. To store* drawn in swamp, as per over* 

(WJer's account 4 75 

July 1. To lialf-yearly bin?, paid his owner • 5<l 00 

^8100 

Per ConXra, Cr, 

July 1. By 10,000 sliingles, as per oveiueer « 

account, Kks 100 00 

Balance due Bambo f 10 00 

h 2 
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which is immediately paid him, axid of which, together with 
the proceeds of mile of peltry which he has got while in the 
swamp, he is always allowed to make use as his own. No 
hqnor is sold or served to the negroes in the swamp, and, as 
their first want when they come out of it is an excitement, 
most of their money goes to the grog-ehoim. 

After a short vacation, the whole gang is taken in the 
schooner to s|)end another five months in the swamp as bt^fore. 
If tliev are good liancls and w’ork gt<?adily, they will com- 
monly he hire<i again, and so continuing, will s}K‘nd most of 
their lives at it. They almost invanably hav«» exc^^hmt 
health, as have also the white rntm engagi^l in the husinoss. 
They all consider the water of the Dismals’' to have a 
medicinal rirtue, and quite probably it is a mild tonic. It 
is greenish in colour, and I tliought I dek*cted a slightly 
resinoits taste upon first drinking it. Ujmn entering the 
swamp also, an agreeable remnoiis (xlour, reatunbling that of 
a hemlock fort«d, was f>erccptible. 

The negroes working in the swamp were more fq)righily 
and straighffoiward in their manner and conversation than 
any field-hand plantation negroes tluit I saw at the S^mth ; 
tw'o or three of their emph)yer8 with whom I amverw^irl g|X)ke 
wefi of them, as com|>arcfd with other slaves, ami made no 
complaints of “ rascality or kzinfiss. 

One of those genthmen told me of a rmmrkablo case of 
providence and good sense in a negro that be laid employed 
in the swamp for many yearji. He was so trustworthy, that 
he liad on<?e hd him go to New York aa cotA of a luinWx 
schooner, whm he could, if he liad chosen to remain there, 
have easily escaped from slaveiy. 

Knowing that he must liavc accumukted mmAenthh 
money, his employer suggested to him that he might hiy hi» 
freedom, and he imme^tely deternunad to do m. But 
whm, on applying to his owner, he was asked g 500 for him- 
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self, a price which, considering he was an elderly man, he 
thought too much, he declined the bargain f shortly after- 
wards, however, he came to his employer again, and said 
that al&ough he thought his owner was mean to set so high 
a price upon him, he had been thinking that if be was to he an 
old man he would rather be his own master, and if he did not 
hve long, bis money would not be of any use to him at any 
rate, and so he had concluded he would make the purchase. 

He did so, and upon collecting the various sums that be 
had loaned to white people in the vicinity, he was found to 
have several hundred dollars more tlian was necessary. With 
the surplus, ho ])aid for his passage to Liberia, and bought a 
handsome outfit. When he was about to leave, my in- 
formant had made him a pnxieDt, and, in thanking him for it, 
the free man had said that the first thing he should do, on 
reacliing Liberia, would be to learn to «Tito, and, as soon as 
be could, he would write to him how he liked the countjyr : 
he had been gone yet scarce a year, and had not been heard 
from. 


Deep River, Jan. I8//4. — The shad and herring fisheries 
upon the sounds and inlets of the North Carolina coast are 
an important branch of industry, and a source of considerable 
wealth. The men employed in them are tuainly negroes, 
slave and free ; and the manner in which they arc conducted 
is interesting, and in some respects novel. 

The largest sweep seines in the world are used. The 
gmitlemau to whom I am indebted for the most of my infinr- 
mation, was the proprietor of a seine over two miles in W gth , 
It was manned by a force of forty negroes, most of vrimm 
were hired at a dollar a day, for fhe fi^ung ssseon, which 
usuaUy commences betwemi the teidh and fiAs^ntlk of Mudi, 
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and lasts fifty days. In faToorablo years tlie profits are very 
great. In extremely urifavourablo years many of the pro- 
prietors are made Imnknipt. 

Cleaning, curing, and packing hoases are erected on the 
shore, as near as they conveniently may be to a point on the 
beach, suitable for drawing the seine. Six or eigljt wind- 
lasses, worked by horses, are lixeil along the sliore, on each 
aide of this {X>int. There are two lur^e seitu^lmts, in ^♦a<di 
of which there is one captain, two wune-tenders, and eight or 
ten oarsmen. In making a cast of the net, one-lialf of it is 
arranged on the stem of each of the Ixmts, which, haring 
preriously Wn placed in a suitable |>o8ition — jMiriiajw a mile 
off shore, in fnmt of the buildings — are rowed from each 
other, the captains stetTing, and the H<*ine-tenders throwing 
off, until the seine is all cast lx4w(‘en them. This is usually 
done in such a way that it descrilies the arc of a circle, the 
chord of which is diagonal with the shore. The hawsers 
attached to the ends of the seine are brrmght first to the 
outer windlasses, and are wound in by the horses. As the 
oj>eration of gathering in the seine occupies seY<?ral hemrs, the 
boat hands, as scxin as they have brought the hawsers to the 
shore, draw their boats up, and go to sUx'p, 

As the wings approach the shore, the hawsers are from 
time to time carried to the other windlaases, to contract the 
sweep of the seine. After the gaff of tlm net retwhe^ the 
shore, lines attached toward the bunt am carried to the wind- 
lasses, and the boats’ crevrm are awakened, and arrange the 
wing of the seine, as fiist as it comes in, tif>on tlie Imt again. 
Of course, as the cast was made diagonally with tlie short!, 
one wing is beached before the other. By the time the fish 
in the bunt have }mn secured, Ixrth boats are ready for 
another cast, and the Ixmteien proceed to make it, while the 
shore gang is engaged in sorting and gutting the ** tate/’ 
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My iiifomant, who biid g 50,000 mvastel in bis fisJiing 
estahlmhmeiii, among other items of expenditure, mentioned 
that ho had used seventy kegs of gunpowder the previous 
year, and amused himself for a few moments with letting me 
try to conjecture in wlmt way vilhinoufl saltpetre could be 
put to use in taking fish. 

Tlicn^ is evidence of a subsidenco of this coast, in many 
places, at a comparatively recent }>eriod ; many stumijs of 
trees, evidently stiuidhijE? where they grew, being found some 
way IkIow the pn^stmt surfiice, in the swamps and salt 
marsluis. Where the fonnatidn of tla^ shore and the surface, 
or the Htr<‘ngth of tlm currents of w^ak^r, which have flowed 
over the simkeii huid, has been such os to pne^vent a later 
deiHwit, the stumps of grmt c)7>res8 trees, not in the least 
dcxuiyed, protmdo fnim tho Ixdtiim of the sounds. TIk-sc 
would olistru<‘t the passage of a not, and must he removed 
from a iiMhing-gniuiid. 

The ojHuation of removing them is carried on during tho 
summer, after the close of Uie fisliiiig season. The jxwsition 
of a stump liaving Iwu ascertaiiud by divers, two large seine- 
boats are ia< Hired over it, alongside c^acb other, and a log is 
kid across them, to which is attached pc^rpendicularly, lietween 
the Kiais, a spar, fifteen feet long. The end of a chain is 
htHiked to the lt>g, botwoim the boats, tlie other end of which 
is fastened by divers to the stmup which it is w ished U> raise. 
A double-purchase tackle leads from the end of the sjiar to a 
ring-bolt in the bows of one of the boats, with the fall leading 
aft, to be kovsid upni by the crow’s. The madiauiavl advan- 
tages of the windhiss, the lover, and the pulley Ixnng thus 
combined, the clmiu k woimd on to the log, unffl either the 
stump yields, and is brought to Urn surface, or the boaW 
gunwahas are brought to the watm^edge. 

When the latter is the case, ani the stump itiU iBmains 
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I asked if they were ever shot. Oh, yea,” he aaid ; 
' when the hunters saw a runaway, if he tried to get from 
them, they would call out to him» that if he did not stoj) 
they would shoot, and if he did not, tliey would shoot, and 
sometimes kill him. 

“ BiU mme on Vi» itotdd raiher be shoi than be tool:, »ir*' 
he added, simply. 

A farmer living near the swamp confinned Uiis account, 
and said he knew of three or four being shot in one day. 

No particular breed of dogs is needed for hunting negroes : 
blood-hounds, fox-hotmds, bull-dogs, and curs wen? 
and one white man told mo how they were tniimxl for it, as 
if it were a common or notorious practice. They are shut 
up when puppies, and never allowed to sim? a negro except 
while tniining to catch him. A negro is made to run from 
them, and they are encounig«Hl to ft)llow him until he gets 
into a tree, when meat Is given them. Afterwards they 
learn to follow any {larticular negro by scent, and tlien a 
shoe or a piece of clothing is taken off a negro, and they 
learn to find by se<mt who it kdongs to, and to trio him, etc. 
All tills the funner told me. I don’t tliink dogs an? em- 
ployed in the ordinary “ driving ” in the wamp, but only to 
overtake some particular slave, as mxm as fswssible, after it is 
discovered tlmt be has fled from a j)kntation. Jf»«eph said 
that it was easy for the drivers to tell a fugitive fmm a 
regularly employed slave in the swamiis. 

How do they know them T 
‘‘ How do you mean ?” 

Oh, dey looks 

“ Sheared Jike, you know, gir, and kuid o’ irtrwjge, caoM 

• 1 h»»« rino Mm • pKk«f Mgra-eoft, chaiiMd in cou^Jm, wmI pnAubty 
to the ( i l.!. Tbrjr were oU of a hrowl, aMl io apiwwasDe hatwam a Boot, ii 

houod anti a fox-bouii4, . 
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(ley ham't nmch to eat, and ain’t decent [not decently 
clothed), like we is,” 

When ilia hunters take a negro who has not a pass, or 
“ free papers/* and they don’t know whose slare he is, they 
coufine liim in j«ul, and a^lvertisa him. If no one claims him 
within a year he is sold to the highest bidder, at a public 
sale, mi this sale gives title in law against any subsequent 
claimant. 

Tin; funu of the advertisements used in such cases is 
filiomi by the following, which are cut from North Carolina 
iicwHpiprs, pnblirtlnd in counties adjoining the Dismals. 
Such advertisementH are quitit as common in the papers of 
many jmrts of tlie Slave States as those of horses or cattle 
** Taken up ’* in those of tlie Nortli ; — 


W AS TAKEN ITP and committed to tljc Jail of Halifax County, on the 
20tlt day (if May, a dark coIoumhI boy, who sayi hia name is Joedak 
AETia. Said b<iy »ayii bo wan lN)m free, and woa tamtu! out to William 
Ikiaif% Murfrei*«lK>n/. Hertford G>uuty, N.C., and ia now 21 yeara of 
u|fo. Tlie owner in riH|iie«UHl to come forwarti. prove propc*rty, pay 
chargea, jm<l take the ttaid l>**y away, witiiin the lime preacribod by law ; 
othorwim* he wilt Ixi duuJi with m ttie law directa. 

O. P. SHELL, Jailer. 

Halifax County, N.C., June 8, 1B55. 


TAKKN UP, 

A nd COMMITl'KD to the Jail of New Hanover Ck>!inly, on the 5tii of 
Mandi, ISW, a Neppro Man, who saya him naim; i» EDWARD 
Lt,J)YD. Said negro ia about or 40 yeaf» old, light complociiid, 5 Mt 
Oi ineiu^§ high, alim built, tipsier fore teeth out ; aayti he it a Matim by 
tmdff, ilmt ho Im free, and belonga in Alexandria, Ya., that he served hit 
time at th(« Masoti businees under Mr. Wm. Stuart, of Alexandds. He wai 
taken up aud eommittad at a runaway. Hit owner it noticed to oome for* 
ward, pmve pnip<;rty, |)ay charges, and take him away, or he will be dealt 
with at ibe law directs. R. D« HAlJ t f , Sheriff. 
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In the same paper with the last are four advertisements of 
liunaways : two of them, as specimens, I transcribe. 

^00 REWAim. 

R an away from the employ of Meiu^rs. Holmes & Brown, on Smuluy 
night, 20tli irist., a negn.) man iiamtH.1 YATNKV or MKDU.'INK. 
t)elonging to the unilcrsigneil. Stiiil l>oy is stout built, ttlHiui f) fot^t 4 inches 
high, 22 vtnirs oUi, and dark compbn'ted, ninl has the iif>pearanee, when 
walking slow, of ouo leg btaug a little shorU'r than the <»ther. He was 
brought fmm Chapel Hill, and is pnihahly lurking either in the noighlKmr- 
hoo«l of that place, or Beatty’s Bridge, in Bladen County. 

The alwvo reward will be jHiid for evidence sufficient to convict any 
white ptjrson of hiu4>ouring him, or u rcwanl of $25 ft»r his apf»rehensioii 
and eoutiuement in any Jail in the Smte, so that I c;in get him, or for his 
deliver)* to me in Wilmingh^u. 

J. T. SCHDNVVALI). 

. RUNAWAY 

F rom the SUlkSCRIBEU, on the 27th of May. his negro In.y ISOME. 

8jud boy is alxmt 21 years of ago* ; rather light eoiaph xion ; very 
CNtfirse hair ; weightalamt 150 lbs. ; beigld alsait 5 feet Oor 7 inches ; mtber 
pleasing coiiiit<*nance ; rpiiek and etisy »|K)ken ; nitlu;r u downcast look. 
It is thought that he is trymg to make his way to Fmnkliu county, \,C., 
where he was hired in Jan. last, of T’homas J. Blackwell. A lils rsil 
Reward will Isj given for his coniiiiement in any Jail in North or R*uth 
Carolina, or to any one who wiU give information where he am Ikj fomid. 

W. H. 1»KIVETT, 

, Cunwuylioro*, S.C. 

Handbills, T\Titieii or printed, offering rewards for the 
return of runaway slaves, are to be constantly seen at nearly 
every court-house, tavern, and j)Ost-ofiiee. Tlu* frequency 
with which these losses must occur, howevcT, on large plan- 
tations, is most strongly evidenced by the ftdlowing j)anigni|>h 
from the domestic-news cohmms of tlie Faijdtevilk Olmt'ver, 
A man who would pay these prices must anticipate frequent 
occasion to use his purchase. 

“ Mr. J. L. Bryan, of Mooro county, sold at public auction, on the 20tb 
instiint, a pack of ten hounchi, trained for hunting mmiwaya, for the imm of 
1 1,540. The higheet price paid for any one dog wo* $301 ; lowest price, 
$75 ; average for the Ujn, $154. The terma of «ale were aix montha* 
credit, with approved aocurity, and interest from date.'* 
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The newspapers of the South-western States liwpicntly 
contain advertisomeuts similar to the following, which is 
taken from tlie Wed Tennmee Democrat : — 

B T/)OI»-HOUN DS.— I Imvi; TWO of tho FINEST DOGS for CATC& 
ING NK(;H0KS in tlio Boutiiwoat. They can take Uie 
TWELVE IlOUUS aft.r thi- NEGIIO HAS PASSED, and catch him 

with 1 live just four iuile« iKiuthweitt of Boliver, on the roa<l leii4- 

iriif from It»rivcr to Whitm'ille. I mu wjudy at all times to c»teh ruu* 
away negroe**. — March 2, 

DAVID TirUNER. 

Tho and Ixfst hotd ” in Norfolk bad Ixmmi cl<»od, 

ahortly lx*fbn* I waa there, from want of suffieient patronage 
to HTiatain it, and I waa obligcxl to go to auothc'r hoTiHO, 
which, ihongh rjiiite pretending, was Klmmefiilly kept. The 
landlord paid mireely the mnalleHt atk*ntion to the wants of 
hia gu<^st^^, tnnaxi hin Wk when inquirieis were nnule of him, 
and rt'plifMl insoleiitlj" to oom[)hiint 8 and request. Ilia 
alavcH were far his «uj)erior« in majinc?r» and monila ; but, 
not l>c‘ing one (|Uiirier in numl>er what were needed, and 
coriHiMpiently not Iwing able to t)bey one ^puirter of the onlers 
tliat were given them, their only study was to disregard, as 
far as they would l»e allowed to, all reciuisitions upon tlieir 
time and Ia}K)iir. The smallest seiwice could only be ob- 
tainal by bullying or bribing. Every clean towel that I got 
during my stoy was a unitter of sj^ecial negotiation. 

I was first put in a very small room, in a comer of the 
house, next under the r(K)f. Tlie weather being stormy, and 
the roof leaky, witer was frequently dripping from tho 
ceiling upon tho bed and driving in at tlie window, so as to 
stand in pools upon the floor. There was no fire-place in 
the room ; the ladies* parlour was usually crowded by ladies 
and their friends, among whom I had no acquaintance, and, 
08 it was freezing cold, I was obliged to spmd most of my 
time in tlie stinking bar-room, where tho landlord, all the 
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time, sat mtii hk boon eompaaiom, amokiiig and dbawing 
and talHng obscenely. 

This Clew of old reprobated frequently mmmA their 
mdignation u|X)a Mrs. Stowe, and otlier “ Infidel aboli^ 
Sonfats and, on Sunday, having all attended chujncli, after* 
wards mingled tlieir ordinary rilmldry landationB of the 
‘‘evangeliail ” cliaracter of the mtnutms they Lad bcmrtL 

On die uight I arrin^d, I was told tliat 1 would lie pit>- 
ridetl, the next moniing, with a room in which I could hate 
a fire, and a similar pnnnise was given me ever)' twelve 
hours, for five days, btdore I t obtained it ; them, at last, I 
had to share it with two strangers. 

When I left, the same }M>tty sponging ojiemtion was 
practised upon me as at Petersburg. The broakfiist, for 
which half a dollar ha<l been paid, wm not rt*ady until an 
hour after I bad boi'U calW ; and, when reiuly, conHisted of 
cold salt fish ; driixi slices of bread and tainkd butter ; cofiea, 
evidently maile the day liefore and iialf re-w'armed ; no milk, 
the milkman not arriving so etirly in the morning, the ser- 
vant said ; and no sooner was I soaUxl tliau the choice was 
presented to me, by the agitated lxx>k»ke<^j)t5r, of going with* 
out such as this, or of losing the train, and so being obligisd 
to stay in the house twenty-four hours longer. 

Of course I dispensed with the bn*akfast, and hurried off 
with the porter, who was to take my baggage on a wheel- 
barrow to the station. The station was ac^roas tlie Imrbcmr, 
in Portsmouth. Notwithslanding all the haste I could mm- 
municate to him, we rcmclied the ferr)'- landing just as the 
boat left, too late by three seexmds. 1 looked at my watch ; 
it lacked but twenty minutee of the time at which the land* 


lord and the liook-keeper and the bit«ikiast*tahle waiter $mi 
the liiilroad company's advertisements had mformed me thtt 
the train left. “Nebber mine, mmm/^ said the porl#r, 
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go mimi *oii--Baltimor0 hofi liaant ari? yet; 
dey doan go till dat oome in, andi.^ 

Somewhat rolicjTod by tlm aaenrancs, and by the aniT»l of 
otiitm at tlie landing, who evidimtly expected to reatdi the 
train, I went into the nwirkoi and got a broak&at frcan tMf© 
cake and fruit atolln of the iiegro-women. 

In twenty nmmtm tin* ferr}’-l)Ofit retunn?d, and after sit- 
ing Home lime at tlie lauding, put out agjiin ; but when mid- 
way &LCr(mH the lnirli^nir. the ivlieela cfniBed to revolve^ and for 
fift<*cui miiiutf*« \se drifb*d wdtli the tide. The fireman had 
l»e<?n anliM^p, the firen had got low, and the afi^m givcm out. 
I ol>ierved tluit the cr(‘W, including the maatcr or pilot, and 
the enginwr, were all negroea. 

We rcmclial the railroad station alwmt half an hour after 
the time at which tlje train Hhould Imve left. There were 
Bf*vend persons, j>repared for travelling, waiting aliout it, but 
there was no sign of a deimrting tmin, and tlie ticket-office 
was nut op5n. I piid the j»orter, sent him btick, and was 
mldc^l to the iiumlxT of the waiters. 

The delay vras for the Baltimore boat, which arrives! in an 
hour after the time the train was advertised, nnconditionallr, 
to start, and the first forward movement was more than an 
hour and a half behind time. A brakeman told me this 
delay was not very unusual, and that an hour s waiting 
might be commimly calculated upin with wifety. 

The distance from Portsmouth to Welden, N.C., eighty 
miles, was nni in three hours and twenty minutos— twenty- 
five miles an hour. The road, which was formerly a very 
poor and unprofitable one, was bought up a few yearn ago, 
mainly, I believe, by Boston capital, and im>nstniefr>d in a 
substantial manner. The grades are light, and tliere are few 
curves. Fore, 2| cents a mile. • 

At a way-station a trader had ready a company nf negroes, 

VOL. I. ^ 
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intoided to be sbip^xisd South ; but the gervauts’ car ** beiug 
quite full already, tlit^jr were obliged to be loft for another 
train. As we de|)artod from the station, I stood upon the 
platform of the rc*ar car with two other men. ^Ono said to 
the other : — 

** That’s a good lot of niggers.” 

“ Damn’d g(X)d ; I only wish they belonged to me.” 

I entered the car, and took a seat, and presently they fol- 
lowed, and sat near me. Continuing tlndr conversation Urns 
commenced, they spoke of their Imd luck in life. One 
appeared to have been a bar-kee}>er ; tlie other an overseer. 
One said the highest wages he had ever l)een jmid wfTC two 
hundred dollars a year, and that year he luuln’t kid up a 
cent. Soon after, the other, 8])eaking with much energy and 
bitterness, said : — 

** I wish to (hal, old Virginny was fn o of all tlm niggers.” 

“ It would be a g<KKi thing if she was.” 

** Yes, sir ; and, I tell you, it would be a damn’d good 
thing for us jwr fellows.” 

I reckon it would, myself.” 

When we stopp^il at Weldon, a man was shouting fit>in a 
stage-coach, ** Passengers for Gaston ! Hurry up ! Stage 
is waiting !” As he reputed this the third time, I threw up 
to him my two valises, and pr<jceedcJ to climb to tlie box, to 
take my seat. 

You are in a migbty huicy, aint ye ?” 

Didn’t you say the stage was wailing ?” 

“ If ye’r goin* ter get any dinner to-<ky, better get it here ; 
won’t Imve much other chance. Be right smart about it, too/* 

“ Tlien you are not going yet ?” 

‘‘ You can get yer dinner, if ye want to.” 

“ You U call me, will you, when you are ready to go ?*’ 
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“ I shan’t go withoat ye, yo needn’t be sfeard — go long 
in, and get yer dinner ; this is the p^e, if anywar ; — don’t 
want to go without yer dinner, do yo" 

Before arriving at Weldon, a handbill, diatribated by the 
proprietors of this inn, had boon placed in my hands, from 
which I make the following extracts : — 

Wti our wanl of honour, as gontlcfnen, that if tlie Haw at our 

tahio bit inferior to tiuit on the table of our enterxiriaiiig eom|ietttor, we 
Will uut m’oivo a frinn the tniveth r, but roUTK|uli*b f»ur clattim to 
pay, lui H nieriti*!! forfeit, for what we wtmhl rek^itl nn u wanton iiU|Kiiiitioik 
ii[>on tin* rigltiii arul elitiuiM of the nnmiifftectiiig tm%’eller. 

** Wo luive tixi mueh n^|»e€t for the Lailtoa of our Houm!, to make even 
a reuioto allusion to their <Urtiie#tic dutitis in a publie circular. It will not 
boweVi f, la* ri'^nliHl tnih lii'ale in m to iitiy, that the ilutiiw p^^rformiHl by 
them have iKxni, iifid are wtiiafuchity to us, and, an far as we know, to tite 
puhhc. And we wdl only aild. in this coniu-ctioa, tiiat we take mueh 
pltvtaure in su|*crinii*udiiij; Kith our Cook-Howwe *’ and Table in [Knon, 
ami in ndminKterinj? in [H*rai>n to the want** of our giieaK. 

We have made ooniiiilerahle improvements in our Houae of late, and 
thoae who wKli U* rouiain over at Woldoii, wtU find, with ua. airy roonia 
clean KhK, briak tio a, and alUtiiUvc and orderly HiTvanta, with almndanco 
of Fil ESU OYSTERS during the seniion, aiwl every iHiKxwaary and 
luxury’ tliat money cam procure. 

**ll i» nut our wiah to diveive strangers noroUiers ; and if» on visiting 
our Housi^ tliey do not timl tlungii as here repn*i»ent<Hi, they C5an puldiak 
ua to the worhi as imjMMtors, and the ignominy w’iil be ours.** 

Guiug iuto the huuse, I fuuiid most of the passengers by 
the tmiu at dinuer, outl the few negro lx»ys and girls in too 
much of a hurry to ]>ay uttontiou to any one in particular. 
The only palatable viand within my roach was some cold 
sweet }>otatoes ; of these I made a slight re{>ast, pidd the 
landlord, who stood like a sentry in the doorway, half a dollar, 
and in fifteen minutes, by my watch, from the time I had 
entered, wont out, anxious to make sure of my seat on the 
box, for the coach was so small that but one passenger 
be conveniently carried outside. The coach was getne. 

‘*0, yes, sir," said the landlord, hardly ],i, 

X 2 
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satisfection ; sir, some time ago; von was in 

to dinner, vrns you, m — pity ! you'll have to stay over till 
to-morrow now, won'^on ?” 

I so,” said I, hardly willing give up my in- 

tention to sleep in Raleigh that night, even to siic^an? a elean 
bed and fR‘sh oysters. “ ^^^lich road does the stage go upn ?” 

** Along the county road.” 

“ Wiich is that — this way tlirough the wikxIh ?” 

“ Yes, sir. — Carried off your Isiggage did ho ? — Pity i 
Supp^^ he forgot you. Pity !” 

“ Thank you — yen, I suppose he did. Is it a pretty good 
load?” ‘ ‘ 

'*No, sir, ’taint first-iute — go<xl many pretty hu\ Ble\i*8. 
Ton might go romid hy the Petersburg liailroatl, to-morrow. 
You’d overtake your Riggage at Oaston.” 

Tliank you. It was not a very- fast tmm, I know. I’m 
going to take a little nin ; and, if I shouldirt come Imk 
before night, you ne<'<ln*t kwp a Ixd for me. CokkI day, sir.” 

In al)ont half an hour I overhauled the coach : m I came 
up, the driver hailed me — 

** Hallo ! tliat you ?” 

“ Wliy did not you wait for me, or call me when you 
wanted to go, as yon promiml 

** Reckoned yer was inside — didn’t l<K)k in, coz I aske<l if 
'twas all right, and srmielxKly, this ere gentleman here ” — 
[who had got my seat] — “ ‘ Y<‘s/ says he, ‘all right so I 
reckoned ’twm, and driv along. Mustn’t bhime me. Qrtn’t 
to Is? m long swallerin’ yer dinmnr — mind, next time 

Tlie rood was as Wd as anything under the name of a 
road can he cooa?ivc><l to bo. Yilierevor the adjoining 
«wamj>s, Mien trees, frtumps, and plantation fences w^»uli 
admit uf it, the coach was driven, with a great deal of de<* 
terity, out of the road. When the wheels sunk in the mii4 
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l»elow tlio huliH, we were Bometimes requested to get out and 
walk. Au upset every moment inevitable. At length, 

it came ; arid the driver, climbing on to the upper side, 
opnwl the door, and aakc^d — 

** Got mixcMl up soma in here then, didn’t ye ? Ladies, 
hurt any ? Wi*Il, come, got out here ; don’t want to stay 
her<3 all night I rm;koii, do ye ? — Aint nothing broke, as I 
s(*c. 'Wo’ll right her right up. Nary dum’d nul within a 
thouwiii’ mile, I don’t s’jKme ; Ix^ti^^r lx* l(x>kin’ roun’ ; got 
to get somethin’ ibr a prJ^” 

In four lamrH after I left the hot4*l at Weldon, the coaoh 
reaelnd the hiiik of the Kcauioke, a disUnce of fourteen miles, 
and stopj»«l. “ H<‘re we an*,’’ sjtid tlie driver, ojx'iung the dixrr. 
“ Where an* we -not in (justoii T 
“ I)uru<*d nigh it. That tTes GjtsUm, ovt*r thar ; and you 
jjisl holler, and lliey’irci>me over arter yt)U in tlie b<«it.” 

(iraston was a mile aUjve us, and on the other side of the 
riv(*r, Nearly opjHmiU* wm n house*, and a scow dmuii up on 
the lH*aeli ; the dishuice across tlie river was, jx rhaps, a 
quartet of a mile. When tin* driver had gi>t the luggage off, 
lie gather<\l his reins, and said — 

“ SiHiins to im* them tluT gol-duriitM] lazy niggers aint a 
goin’ to come over urter you now ; if they vvoirt yuu\l bc*tter 
go up b) the railroad hridgt% m>me of ye, and get a Ixxit, or 
cIbo go down here to Fri*e Town ; some of them cussed free 
niggei*s ’ll 1)0 glad of the job, I no doubt.” 

But, eonfound it, driver ! you are not going to leave us 
here, are you ? wt* paid h> lx? earritHl to Gaston.” 

** 0 in’t help it ; you are clus to Gaston, any how, and if 
any man thmks he’s goin’ to hev me drive him up to the 
bridge* to-night, he’s damnably mistaken, bo is, and I aint a 
goin' to do it not for no man, I ain’t.” 

And away ho drove, leaving ns, all strangers, in a strange 



166 


COTTOK ANT) gLAVERT, 


cx)Tiiitry, jnst at the etlge of night, far from any honae, to 
‘‘hoUer.” 

The only way to stop liim was to shoot him ; and, ns we 
were all gotxl citirx'ns, and tmvellefl with faith in the pro- 
tection of the law, atul not like knighta-errant, armed for 
adventore, we coTild not do that. 

Good citizens ? No, we were not ; for we liave all, to this 
<hiT, negh'ctoil to prosecute the fellow, or his eni[doyers. It 
would, to he sure, have cost us ten tim<^ any damages we 
should have Ix^en awarded ; but, if we had Ixx'n really gfvid 
citizens, we should have bsvn as willing to sacrifice the 
necessary loss, as kniglifs-ernint of old wert> to risk life to 
fight bhxxly giants. And, until many of us can have the 
nobleness to give ourselves the trouble* and expense of killing 
oflf these impudent highwaymen of (»nr time, at law, we Imte 
all got to suff(‘r in their traps and stratagems. 

We soon saw the ‘^gol-dumcnl lazy niggers ** come to 
their scow, and after a scnitiny of our nnmliers, and a con- 
sultation among themselves, which eridently resulttMl in the 
conclusion that the job wouldn't pay, go hick. • 

When it began to grow dark, leaving me as a baggage- 
guard, the rest of the coach’s company walked up the Imnk 
of the river, and crossed by a railroad bridge to Gasttm. 
One of them afterwards returned \^^th a gang of negroes, 
whom he had hired, and a large freight-l)oat, into which, 
across the snags which Iin<^ the shore, we passed all the 
baggage. Among the rest, there were some very large and 
heavy chests, belonging to two pretty women, who were 
moving, with their effects ; and, although they remained in 
our company all the next day, they not only neglected to 
pay their share of tlie boat and negro-hire, but forgot to 
thank us, or even gratefully to smile upon us, for our long 
toil in the darkness for them. 
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Working up tho swollen stream of the Boanoke, with 
setting-polos and oars, wi at lengtli reached Gaston, When 
I l»«ght my tickets at the station in Portsmouth, I said, 
“I will take tickets to any phice this side of Baleigh at 
which I can arrive iHjforo night. I wish to av^d tmvelling 
after dark.’* “ You piin go straight through to Raleigh, 
before dark,” said tlie clerk. You arc sure of tlmt ?” 
“Yes, sir.” On reaching Gaston, I inquired at what time 
the train for Raleigh Inid passed: At three o’clock.” 

According to the advertisement, it should have passed at 
two o’clock ; and, under the most favourable circumstances, 
it could not have Wn j)ossible for ns, leaving Portsmouth at 
the time wo did, to roach Gaston k'fore four o chx'k, or 
Raleigh in h^ss than twenty-eight hours after the time pro- 
mis^Mh The next day, I asked one of tho railroad men how 
often tho oumectiou occurrcHi, which is advertised in the 
Nortliom pa{)ors, as if it were a certain thing to take place at 
Gaston. “ Not very often, sir; it hain’t Ix^en once, in the 
last two we«>ks.” Whenever the connec*tion is not made, all 
passengers whom these railn)ad fn^ebooters have drawn into 
their ambush, are obliged to remain over a day, at Gaston ; 
for, as is to be supjxwed, with such management, the business 
of the rojid will support but one train a day. 

Tho route by sea, from Baltimore to Portsmouth, and 
thence by these linos, is advertised as the surest, cheapest, 
and most ex|)editioii8 route to Italeigh. Among my stage 
companions, were some who lived beyond Raleigh. This 
wras Friday. They would now not reach Raleigh till Satur- 
day night, and such as could not conscientiously travel on 
Sunday, would be detained from home two days longer than 
if they had come the land route. One of them lived some 
eighty miles beyond Raleigh, "and intqpded to proceed by a 
couch, which was to leave Saturday momipg. He would 
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probably be now delaiiieJ till tlio following Wednesdiiy, as 
the coach left Kaleigh but twice a week. 

Tlie country from Portsmouth to Cm^ton, eighty miles, 
partly in Virginia, and partly in North Carolina, is almost 
all pine fort«t, or cypress swamp ; and on the little land that 
is cultivated, I saw no indication o£ any oilier crop tliaii 
iiuiize. The soil is light and pixjr. Rdweeii Wt*ltlou and 
Gaston thiTC are heavier soils, and w'c pass(‘d sevend cotton 
fields, and planters' mansions. On the low, flat hauls lionler* 
ing the banks of the iMianoko, the soil Ls j>f the chHntet<T of 
tBat of James River, fine, fertile, mellow loam ; and the maize 
crop secmtHl to have bt** n liean*. 

GasUm is a village id’ s^aiie twenty bouses, shops, and 
cabins, Ix^sides the railnmd ttt4)rehous(*s, the hotel, and a 
nondt^scxipt building, which may le cither a fancy Uirn, or4 
little church, getting high. From the maunei* in whitdi 
paascmgers me forcal, by the nuauigciuent of tlio tniiiis 
amviug berc, to patronize it, the hotel, 1 presume, l>ciougs 
to the railroad coiujianii^. It is ill-ki*pt, hut affonls aome 
enterhiinmeiit from its trav<^stY of certain metrojKditan 
Tulgarities. I was cliuuuneil with a S«uitheni gentleman, in 
a verj' small room, FiiuUng the sluets on Uitli our KhIb 
liad k*<‘n soih*il by previous <.x‘rapants, he made a row alnjut 
it with the mxvaahj, and, alter a ling delay, hiul them 
changed ; then oWxving that it was prolifliily tli« mistre^sssB 
fault, and not the Betrvants',^ he paid tlm iU‘gro, whotii ho Iwd 
ken krating, for his trouble. 

Among our inside jmsmfiigers, in tbe Btage'^-cmch, was s 
free coloured woman ; she was treakd in no way clifierently 
from the white ladies. Jfy rootii-maie Bidd this mm (Bitirely 
customary at the South, and no Southemer would ever think 
of objecting to it. Notwitlistaiiding wbicii, I have kniiwtt 
young Southerners to get very angry because negioaa Here 
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not excluded from the public conveyances in wMch they had 
taken passage tliemselvoa, at the North ; and I have always 
sHpjK»sed that when Uicy wore so excluded, it was from fear 
of offending Southern travellers, moi:p thwi anything else.* 
Sitting near some raon lounging on the rivcr*l»nk, I took 
not<« of tlic following interesting ii^onaalion, delivered in a 
liigh-key«l, blatant drawl : — 

“ Tlui Is-st medicine Uiere is, is this here Idee of Potasun. 

♦ A of the Subject, {Cortrtfy^nvdfii 'e of ir»7/t#*jir Mumytl 

Wtiriti, Aftr York.)-^** /Awr. 31.— I Ukt? iKhantag'e of th<* 

of (U‘iU'^ a to youf ftjvaluaKk , to yt>u thsf 

srrajo as ti irply to a in T'>tir jmijw of th#* 17lh uh., wjlh ih*' tstptkxt : * In- 
toiii'rniK't* of c»*loiiml in N»‘w Vork.* AtatAn! tlwt up-town familkn 

(in N<*w York,* ubj^N^lo! to imins; t?t»!our^i p-rwonA aa in rioiiwjtnMiaf of 

‘ roiwltit lorit tun! <lnverx rffiiAiii}; t<» Ivt thorn n4<^ in aty can and crtiinibim'*.* and 
oolourt*^! at mmt, nwy ride on th^* t»»p. And aOrr dwdltn^ on tbn», yoy my, 
on Atich intolerant and ontmjjwni* piej«idh*<* aivl j^raoculton of thi^ coiouml 
rat» at the .North V You thtNi my, ‘ Kvt*n tiie fUvebtddor wowJd cry alwtne U|»cm 
iia.’ Ytin never rnadt* a tnier ajitisylton in yotir life. For yoti tirrt that they 
were ev«n when they had whit/p chiblren in theiramis. Mydmr fiieiid, if 

tlti»w.ia the only j;>er»ecuti<>n that your adtairni j¥‘<>ple wer»*oomjM*ll(d to yield »uh» 
toiasioi^ to, tiH‘u 1 un^ht my Wothinjj. .\rp they aJIowwl ^»f they j>ay) to sit at 
the Uiblch of your ra.%hKmahle hoU*K? .^le they allowett a in the ‘drem 
circle ’ at your ofiem ? Are they not to all km ifi of ili-fn*atn»ent from 

the white# ? a!»? they not {•omteii at, ;in»Ll hooU%l at, by th« whitOA (natives of the 

city ), when drwksod up a little eitra, and if tiuy offei a leply. ai\' umnisiiately ov^-r- 
{Kiwcretl by gatiga oi whitoi ? You apjsmr to he a reaNru.'tUe wiiter, which k like 
reaarm 1 put theae kpienes, knowing they ctm only W answered m the aOtimalive. 

** We at the .South feel proud to allow tiietii to ociupy tsmu in (air oniuibti«ai 
(public couveyini<^*»), wBlIe they, with the atImHion of mother*, ein hi k. e our white 
children, and take them to ride. And in our moat fasbiouahle carriages, you atill 
the slave sitting nlongaida of tkfir oimcr. You will see liie ilave dolhod in 
tlie roost artufortatfle of wenring ttpiaurl. And more. Touch thm alave, if you 
dare, and you will »ee th« owner'# attadimeut. And thus »« a wy few wortl% 
you have Uie contrast between the attuathai of the c«>loure<l peopt# at the North 
and South. |)o U^cb Uie drtostM Abolitionist of the Noith hit duty, and open 
hi# eye# to the tikleery and atarration that auntumd hi# own home. Tc^ioA 
him to love itii brethren of the South, and teach him to let Skreij alone In 
the Souths white ttanralton and destitution surround him at the Norths and 
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It*8 made out of two rainorals ; one on ’em they gets in tlie 
mountaiiiB of Seotlimd — that’s the Idee ; tlie otlier « steel' 
filings, and they mixes them eschomk^ally nntil they works 
altogether into a sohd like siiltjK*trt\ Now, I tell you 
that’s the stuff for modk^e. It’s the best tiling a man mn 
ever put into his self. searehes out ever}’ narve in his 
body." J 

Tho train by which we Here finally able leave Gastiin 
arrived the next day an hoiif and a half after its adverted 
time. The road was excoll^pt and the s|xmh 1 good, a hmvy II 
rail having lately Wn siibstituUxl for a flat one, A new 
equipment of the rotui, throughout, is nearly complete. Tlie 
cars of this train were very old, dirty, and with dilapidated 
and moth-eaten fiiniiture. They fiimisluHl me with a com- 
fort, however, which I have never Imn'II able to tr}^ before 
— a full-length lounge, on which, with my Ofcrcoat for a 
pillow, the (*ar l»eing warmed, and unintentionally well 
ventilated, I slept soundly after dark. Why night-trains aro 
not famished with sWping a|*artments, lias long lieen a wonder 
to me. We have now smoking- nxuns and water-closets on 
our trains; why not sleeping, dressing, and refreshment 
rooms ? With these additums, and gooi^Tcntilation, we 
could go fitim New York to New Orlmns, by fail, withont 
stopping : as it is, a man of ordimry (‘onstitntioli cannot go 
a quarter that distance withont saffering serionif' indispo- 
sition. Surely such improvcment^fMIpld not fail to be re- 
munerative, particularly on linos with water oom- 

munication. "• 

The country passed through, m far observed, wa« 
almost entirely covered with wood ; and stij| ^ it m w«i 
cultivated, veuy unpniductive. 

The city of Raleigh (old Sir Walteir), flie capital|rif Nortji 
Carolina, is a pleasing town — the streets wide, and pied willi 
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trees, and many white wooden mansions, all having little 
court-yards of flowers and shrubbery around them. The 
Rtate-liouse is, in every way, a noWe building, constructed of 
brownisli-gray granite, in Grecian ^tyle. It stands on an 
elevated position, near the contra of the oly, hk a square 
field, which is sluidod by some tall old oaks, and could 
(VLsily l)i‘ made into an appropriate #nd boautifol little park ; 
but which, with singular nc^gWice, or more singular eco- 
nomy (wliile Jt 500,000 has been 8p<mt upon the simple 
edifiiy ), remains in a rude state of undressed nature, and is 
used an a hog-pasture. A trifle of the expense, employed 
witli doulitful advantage, to give a smooth exterior fece to 
the hloi-ks of stone, if laid out in grading, smoothing, and 
dressing its gronnd l«se, would liave added indescribably to 
the br*iinty of tlte edifice. An architect should always 
his work upon the ground. 

It is luuxl to admire wliat is common ; and it is,, perhaps, 
asking too mneh of the citizens of lialeigh, that they ^onld 
plant for onwraent, or ev«*n cause to lie retained about such 
institutions ns their Lunatic Asylum, the heautifnl evergreens 
that crowd about the town ; but can any man walk from the 
Capitol (Miks to the pine grove, a little beyond the Deaf and 
Dumb Institution, and say that be would not far rather have 
the latter tium the former to curtain in liis habitation ? If he 
can in summer, let him try it again, as I did, in a soft 
winter’s day, when til»il|ergreens fill the air with a balsamio 
odour, and the gre^||||dll^oomes quivering through them, and 
the foot falls sileOll|j|i)iiiial the elastic carpet they have spread, 
deluding one wilh all the feelings of spring. 

The counfky, for miles about Raleigh, is nearly ali pine 
forest, nnferrile, and so little cnltivated, that it is a myetery 
how a town of 2,500 inhabitants can obhun saSbisnt st^plim 
frmn it to exist. 
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The puWic-hoiLso at which I stayed wtts, however, not only 
well supplied, but was excellently well kept, for a house of 
its cliiss, in all otlier resjm^ts. The Inudlord HUfM^rinteudcd 
Ids business personally, and was always attentive and ol>liging 
to his guests ; and the servants were sufTicientJy numenuis, 
intelligent, and well instfucted. Though I had no acquaint- 
ances in Ealeigh, I remained, ihiding myst'lf in sucli good 
qmirters, several days. I think the house wiis calUxl The 
Btirliughamc.” 

After this stay, rendered also partly neceasary for the 
repair of damages to my clothing and Iwiggage on tlie 
Weldon stagt^ I engugwl a se^it one day (m the eiwh, 
advertised to Imve at nine o’clock for Fayetteville. At Imlf- 
pist nine, tired of waiting for its dojMirture, I told -the 
agent, as it was ntd ready to start, I wemld walk on a }>it^ 
and let them pick me up. I found a roiigli road — for scwenil 
miles a clayey surface aial intu‘h water —and was oUiged to 
{lick my way u gusl deal tlirough the wiwhIs on cither side. 
Stopj>ing fnH|ueutly, when 1 atine to cultivatcil land, to 
examine the mil and the apfH^in4n<*c of the stubble of the 
maize — the c»nly croj> — in Uirw? <hftcTc*at fields I made five 
measureraentH at randiim, of fifty fc-et etclu and found the 
sklks liad stood, on an average, five fwt by two fwi one indb 
apart, and ilutt, gem?mlly, they were not over ru inch in 
diameter at the butt. In one (»ld-field, in pr(KN*«s of clearing 
for new cultivation, I examined a most absiml Htthj plough, 
with a share not more tlmn six inches in dejdh, and night in 
length on the sole, fastencKl by a socket to a stake, to wldeh 
was fitted short Ijcam and stiita. ft wm drawn l^y ona 
mule, and its work among the stumps could only be calldi 
scratching. A farmer told me that he considered twfiwty*tive 
bushels of com a large cr<^p, and tliat ha generally g4 W as 
much as fifteen. He said that no money waii to b0 |fo( hf 
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raining com, ami very few fiirraers hero made ^ any more 
IhiiQ they neelc^ for their own force. It east too mnch to get 
it to market, and yet w)metiraee they had to bay com at a 
dollar a hiiahol, and waggon it home from Baleigh, or furtlier^ 
enough not having l)oen raiat-sd in the country for home con- 
eiimi»tion. 04ton the only crop they got any money 
for. I, neverthehB«, did not »ee a single cotton-field during 
the (lay. He siiid that the largest crop of corn that he knew 
of, n‘<‘koruHl to fifty bushels to the acre, bid raiw3d on 
Bome rt^tlaimed swamp, while it was still so wet that horses 
would mire on it all the summer, and most of it liad been 
tendcnl entirely with hoi^s. 

Alh^r walking a few miles, the country became more flat, 
and was covered witli (Jd forwts of y<*l!ow^ pine, and, at nine 
mih^ south of liaieigli, there werc^ oocasioimlly yoiuig iong- 
\m\ed ]uiMiS ; exceedingly !)eaiitifiJ they are while young, 
the colour being more agnwihle than that of any other pine, 
and th(? leaves, (»r straw,” as ite foliage is allied here, Jong, 
graa^'ful, and lustrous. As the trt'e gets older, it becomes of 
a stiffer diameter arsl darker colour. 

I do not think I possid, in ten miles, more tlian half a 
dozen liomosteads, ami of these but one wm at all above the 
character of a hut or cebn. Tlie same rtunarkable appear- 
ance of fistlessness, which I had noticed so often in Virginia, 
characterized the men who stood leaning against the logs of 
the hovels. Tlicy Idinked^t me aa I passed, as if unable fa> 
withdraw their hands from their pockets to shade their ey€»* 
Every dwelling sent ite pack of curs to meet me, and as oft® 
m they ojienod cry, a woman, with a pipe in her montli, would 
come to the door and call me off; the men and boya blinking 
on in rest and sil®co. 

A little after one o’clock I reached ** Banfa’s,*" a Jplantatioii 
where the stage horses are changed, dev® imn 
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Baleigh. Here I waited nearly an lionr, till the coach 
arrived, when, fresh horses having been put on, I took an 
outside seat. 

‘‘ There ain’t a man in North Carlina could drive tliem 
horses up the hills witliout a whip,” said the driver. ** You 
ought to get yesef a whip, massii,” said one of the negroes. 

Dumation ! think Fm going to huy whips ! the ht^st whip 
in North Car’liua wouldn t last a week on this nmd.” “ Dat’s 
a fac— dat ar is a ; but look yeah, massa, ye let me hab 
yer stick, and FU make a wdiij) ftir ye ; ye iiebbtT can make 
liawley go widout it, no how.” The stick was a sapling nid, 
of which two or three lay on the coach top ; tlic negro 
fastened a long leather thong ti) it. “Dah! yo can fetch 
old Bawley wi’ dat.” “Bawley ” hiul bt^ n tackled in as the 
leader of the “spike team but, upon atteinj>ting to start, it 
was found that he cx>ulihi’t be driven in tliat way at all, and 
the driver took him out tmd jmt him to the jxile, within nndi 
of the butt of his stick, and another liorse was j)ut on the lead. 

One negro now tix>k the l^ider by the hc?ad, and apjdied a 
stick lustily to liis fLinks ; another, at the near wlufider, did 
the same ; and the driver belabi>urc»d liawley from tiie box. 
Bat as soon as tliey Ix^gau to move forward, and the negro let 
go the leailer 8 he^id, he would faex* alK»ut. After this had bean 
rqieated many times, a new plan of o]>emtions wus arranged 
that proved successful. Leaving Uie two wheelers to the 
care of the negroes, the driver was enabled to give all his 
attention to the leader. A\lien the wheelers started, of course 
he was struck by the [sde, upon which be would turn tail and 
start for the stable. The negroes kept the whaelem from 
following him, and the driver with lus stick, and another 
negro with the bough of a tree, thrashed his fiac© ; he would' 
then tuin again, and, being hit the pole, start iihaid. 80, 
after ten mmutes of fearful outcry^ we got off* 
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“ How fiEir is it to Mrs. Barclay’s ?” a passenger had asked. 

“ Thirteen miles,” answered a ne^ ; “ but I teU ’on, masaa, 
dais a heap to be said and talk liMt ’fore ’ou see Missy Bar- 
clay’s wid dem bosses.” There was, indeed, 

“ Bawley — yon ! Buwley — Bawley ! wba’ Ibont ? — ah !” 

" Jtock I wba’ you doin’ ? — (dumed sick borso — au’t fit to 
be in a stage, nohow).” 

“Bawley! you! g’up!” 

“ Ob ! you dod-rotknl Bol) — Jfob ! — (be don’t draw a {Mand, 
and bo an t a gwine to) — yon, Bob ! — (well, be can’t ship, can 
bo, as long as the who«*lers keep movin’ ? ) Bob ! I’ll break 
yer l(*g«, you don’t git out the way. ” 

“ Oh, Bawley ! — (no business to put such a lame boss into 
the abige.) Blamiuition, Bawley ! Now, if you stop. I’ll 
kill you.” 

“ Wba’ Ixmt, Hock V iKxl bum that lhx;k ! You stop if 
you dare! (I’ll lie dunieil to IIux if that ’ere boss am’t 
all used up.)” 

“ You, Bob! get out do way, or I’ll be 

“ Oh ! d’rot yer soul, Bawley — y’ro gwine to stop ! G’ap I 
G’up ! Hock ! You all-fired ole villain ! WTm’ Imut ? (If 
they jus’ git to stoppin’, all bell couldn’t git the mails through 
to-night)” 

After about throe miles of this, they did stop. The driver 
threw the reins down in despair. After looking at the wheels, 
and seeing that wo were on a good piece of road, nothing 
unusual to liiuder progress, be put bis bands in bis podkets, 
and sat quietly a minute, and then liegan, in a business-like 
manner, to swear, no longer confining himself to the peculiar 
idiomatic profanity of the country, but using real^ outright, 
loM-fisabional, uncompromising !^glish oat^, as loud as he 
ooold yeU. Then he stopped, and after another pavse, liogan 
to talk quietly to the horses : 
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“ You, Bol), you won’t draw ? Didn’t you git enough last 
night ? (I jabl)ed my knife into his face twice when we got 
into that fix last night and the wounds on the Ijorse s head 
showed that he spoke tlie truth.) I swar, Bob, if I have to 
come down thaf, Fll cut your throat.” 

He Btop{>ed again, and then Siit down on the f(X)t-l)oard, 
and began to beat the wheelers ns ban! and as nipidly as 
possible with the butt of his stick. They started, and, striking 
Bob with the [>ole, he juiiii)ed and tunuHl round ; but a happy 
stroke on “ the raw” in his face brouglit him to his place ; 
and the stick 1)eing applied just in time to the wheelers, he 
caught the pole and jumped abend. We were off again. 

Turned over in that ere mire hole last niglit,” said the 
driver. Couldn’t do anythin’ with ’em — pas8t‘ngera camja^ 
out — thar’s were they ha<l their fire, under that tree ; didn’t 
get to lialeigh till nine o’clock this momin’. Tliat’s the 
reason I wem’t along after you any sooner — hadn’t got my 
breakfast ; that’s the reason the hossf‘s don’t draw no better 
to-day, too, I s’pose. You, Hock ! — Bawletj ! — lk)B !” 

After two miles more, tlie horses stopped once more. The 
driver now quietly took the leader off (he had never drawn at 
all), and tied him behind the coach. He then began Ixmting 
the near wheeler, a imssenger did the sjime to Bawley — both 
standing on the ground — while I tlirew off my overcoat and 
walked on. For a time I could occasionally hear the cry, 
‘‘ Bawl — Ro(;k !” and knew that the coach was moving again ; 
gradually I outwalked the sound. 

The road was a mere opening through a forest of the long- 
leafed pine; the trees from eight to eighteen inches in 
diameter, with straight trunks bare for nearly thirty feet, and 
their evergreen foliage forming a dense dark canopy at that 
height, the surface of the ground undulating with long swells, 
occasionally low and wet. In the latto case, there iwts 
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genes^j a mbgliag of daciduotis trees and a waterconrse 
crossing the road, with a thicket of ahmbs. The soil sandy, 
with occasionally veins of clay ; the latter more commonly in 
the low ground, or in the descent to it. Very little grass, 
herbage, or underwood ; and the ground ccflered, except in 
the road, with the fallen pine-leaves. Every tree, on one, 
two, or three sides, was scarified for turpentine. In ten miles, 
I passed half a dozen cabins, one or two small clearings, in 
wliicb com liad Ijeen planted, and one turpentine distillery, 
with a dozen sheds and cabins clustered about it. 

In al)out an hour after I left the coach, the driver, mounted 
on Bob, overtook me : he was going on to get fresh 
horses. 

After dork, I had some difficulty in keeping the road, there 
being frequent forks, and my only guide the telegraph wire. 
I hiid to cross three or four brooks, which were now high, and 
had sometimes floated ofl’ the logs which, in this country, arc 
commonly placed, for the teamsters, along the side of the 
road, where it runs through water. I could generally jump 
from stump to stump ; and, by wading a little at tl|e edges in 
my staunch Scotch shooting-boots, get across dry-shod. 
't\Tiere, however, the water was too deep, I always found, by 
going up or down stream, a short way, a fallen trunk across 
it, by which I got over. 

I mot the driver returning with two fresh horses ; and at 
length, before eight o’cloctk, reached a long one-Stoiy cabin, 
which I found to be Mrs. Barclay’s. It was light cheerful 
and comforting to open the door, from the dark, damp, chilly 
night, into a large room, filled with blazing light from a great 
fire of tnqmtine pine, by which two stelwart men were read- 
ing newspapers, a door opening into a background of suppor- 
table and kitchen, and a nice, stout, kindly-looking, Quaker- 
like old lady coming forward to welcome me. 

VOL. I. N • 
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^ soon as I was warm, I was taken out to supper : seren 
preparations of swine s flesli, two of maize, wheat cakes, broiled 
qnails, cold roast turkey, coffee, and tea. 

My bed-n)om was a house by itself, the only connection be- 
tween it and the main building being a platform, or gallerj% 
in font. A great fire bnmed here also in a broad fire-phice ; 
a stuffed easyrcliair bad been plactxl lieforo it, and a tub of 
hot TOter, which I liad not thought to tisk for, to kitho my 
woaiy feed. 

And this was a piny-woods stage-house ! But genius will 
find its development, no matter where it.s lot is aist ; and 
there Ls as much genius for iiin-kn^ping fts ft)r p<H*trv. Mrs, 
Barclay is a Burns in her way, and with even more m(Hh)sty; 
for, after twenty-four hours of tlje k*st eiitertaiument tlmt 
could lie asketl for, I was only chargcnl one dollar. I [laid 
two dollars for my stagiveotich privileges — to wit, riding five 
miles and walking twirntynme. 

At three o eltK’k in the morning, the three gentlemen tlmt 
I Imd left ten miJ<M l«ck at four o'clock the prt^vious day, 
were dr%gg<4, shivering in the stago-i’oach, to the d(x»r. 
They had had no meiil since breakfasthig at Bah»igh ; and 
one of them was now so tirc*d that he e«»uhl not but dnipt 
prone on tlie flix>r before the fire and slept the half-hour they 
were changing horses, or rather resting horncB, for no relay 
was left. 

I afterwards met one of the company in Fayetictnlle. 
Tlieir night s adventure ^tfter I left thf^m, and the continued 
emelty to the horw^s, were most distrewing. Tlie driver 
once got off the Imx, and struck the p<x)r, miserable, side 

Rock with a rail, and adually knocked him down in the 
r>ad. At another time, after having got fresh hoiwm, when 
thev, too, were ** stalled,” he took them out of the hioiHsse 
and turned them loose, and, refuging to give any iiiiwer to 
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the inquirieB of the paesengers, looked about for a dry |^Iace, 
and laid do^n and went to sleep on the ground. One of the 
paHsongers liad then walked on to Mrs. Barclay's, and 
obtained a pair of mules, with wliich the coach was tinally 
brought to the house. The remainder kindled a fire, and tried 
to rest themselves by it. They were sixteen hours in coming 
thirty miles, sufleriiig much from cold, and without food. 

The next day I sjmt in visiting turpentine and rosin 
%vorks. {»iny-wcK>d fanns, etc., under the obliging guidance of 
Mrs. llareluy’s scvn-in-lnw, and in the evening again took the 
coach. The horses were lx*tter tlian on the previous stage : 
upon my itiaarking this to the driver, he said tliai the 
retisou Wiis, that they kK»k mre of this team thenmdves (the 
drivers) ; on the \mi sbige the horses were left to negroes, 
who would not feed them rt'gularly, nor take any dee<»nt care 
of them. Why, what do you think siiid ho ; when I got 
to IJanks s, this morning. I fomid my hadn't fed 
all day ; they luidn’t bt^m niblxxl nor ckaned, nary dumed 
thing done ’em, and thar the cussed darkey was, fast asleep, 
liwkoii I didn't gin him a wakiu' up ! ' 

You don’t me^m lla^ horsc^s that you drove up?*' 

Yes, I do. and they hadn't a cussed tlung to eat till they 
got hick to Barclay H ! ' 

How was it possible for you to drive them Wk ?" 

“ Why, I don’t supiKmc I could ha’ done it if FI had any 
passiuigcTH : (you 8iae!) slmll lose a mail again to-night, if 
thi.s mare don't travel betttir, (dum ye, yer ugly, I Mieve). 
She's a good man' — a heap of go in her, but it takes right 
smart of work to get it out, Suze /” 

So we Unhid on, with incessant shouting, and many strange 
piny-wtKKl oatlis, and horrid belabouring of the poor kitsee’ 
backs, with the bntt-end of a hickory whip-gtaUci till I really 
thought their spinal-columns must break* The ipouiitry, the 

If 2 
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saQaetmdulatixig pine forest, the track tortnons among the treeSi 
which fpeqnently itood so close that it required some care to 
work between them. Often we made detours from the ori- 
ginal road, to avoid a fallen tree, or a mire-hole, and all the 
time we were bouncing over protruding roots and sumll 
stumps. There was but little mud, the soil l>eing sand, but 
now and tlien a deep dough. In one of tbcjso we fiuuid a 
W3|ggon, heavily laden, stuck fast, and six inul<js and five 
negroes tugging at it. With our help it was got out of tlie 
way, and we |)a«8ed on. Soon afterwards we met the return 
coach, apparently in a similar predimraent ; but one of tlie 
passengers, whom I qm^stitmod, repliid : not sbilUd, 

exactly, but somehow //o» harm tronf drair. We have bt^en 
more tlian thn^e hours coming aliout four miles.''* 

How is it you Lave so many IwJkj* horse's ? ’ I asked the 
driver. 

The old man buys cm up cheap, 'cause noUxly else can 
do anything with ’em." 

I should not think you could do mtich with them, either — 

m f 

excqit to kill tliem.” 

“ Well, tliat’s what the old man says ho hup ’em Ibr. He 
was blowing me np for losing the mail t'otiier night ; 1 told 
him, sap hare to a’mnst kill them honitw, ’fore you 

can make ’em draw a bit,’ says I. ‘ Kill ’em, damn 'em, kill 
’em, then ; that’s what I buy ’em for,’ sap he. ‘ I buy ’em a 
purpose to kill ; that’s all they are gcxxl for, ain’t it T sap be. 
‘ Ihm’t s’pose they’re going to last for eter, do ye ? sap ho.” 

We stopped once, nearly half an hour, for some unex* 
plained reason, before a house on the road. The door of tb« 
house was open, an enormous fire was burning in it, and, at the 
snggmtion of the driter, I went in to warm mpclf. It ir»| 
a large log-calan, of two rooms, with beds hi each rooai, and 
with an apartment OTerheod, to wbkb aooen was had by • 
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ladder. Among the imnetes \7ere two wo m^ one of Utem 
Bst in the chimney-corner smoking a pip 5 and rocking a 
cratUe ; tlm other sat directly before the fire, and full ten feet 
distant. She was apparently young, but her fece was as dry 
and impassive as a dead man’s. She was doing nothing, and 
said Imt little ; Imt, once in abont a minnte, would suddenly 
throw up her chin, and spit with pa-foct precimn into the 
hotte.st embers of the fire. Tho furniture of the house lias 
more scanty and rude tlian I ever saw before in any honse, 
with women living in it, in tho United States. ¥et these 
people were not so poor but that they liad a negro woman 
cutting and bringing wood tor tbeir fire. 

It must J|e rememljcred that this is a long-settled country, 
having iieou occupied by Anglo-Saxons as early as any part 
of the Free States, and that it is the main road between the 
capital of North Carolina and its chief sea-port. 

There is nothing that is more closely connected, both as 
cause and efltKt, with the prosperity and wealth of a country, 
than its means and modes of travelling, and of transportation 
of the noct^ties and luxuries of life. I saw tins day, as I 
shall hereafter diiscribe, three thoasand barrels of resin, worth 
a dollar and a half a barrel in New York, thrown away, a 
mere heap of useless ofial, because it would cost more to 
transport it than it would be worth. There was a single wag- 
gon, with a ton or twp of sugar, and flour, and tea, and axes, 
and cotton cloths, unable to move, with six mules, and fire 
negroes at work upon it. Baleigh is a large distributing 
post-office, getting a very heavy mail fitom the North ; here 
was all that is sent by one of its main radii, treTeiling one 
day two miles an hour, the next four miles, and on each ooea- 
sion feiling to connect witii the conveyances winch we pay 
to scatter further the intelligence and wealth tnnsmitled 
by it. Barbarous is too a term to i^y to the 
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nmimer in which even tins was done. The improvidence, 
if not tlie cruelty, no sensible barbarian could have l)eeii 
guilty of. 

Aflter\^^rds, merely to satisfy my mind (for there is a 
satisfaction in seeing even scoundrelism consistently carried 
out, if attempted at all in a business), I called on the agent 
of the line at Fayetteville, stated the case, and mhni if any 
part of what I had paid for my passage would be returned 
me, on accoimt of the disappointment and delay which I Ixad 
suffered from the inability of the proprietor to carry out his 
contract with me. The impudence of the suggc^tiui, of 
course, only created amusement ; and I was smilingly in- 
formed that the business was not so “lucky ” that the pro- 
prietor could afford to pay back money that he had once got 
into his hands. WTiat I had seen was regarded by no one, 
apparently, as at all unusual. 

At one of the stations for changing horses, an old coloured 
man was taken into the coach. I asci^rtained from him tliat 
he was a blacksmith, and had been up the line to shoe the 
horses at the different stables. Probably he belonged (poor 
fellow !) to the man who bought horses to lye killed in doing 
his work. After answering my inquiric^s, he lay do^*n 
in the bottom of the coach, and slept until wo re^icbed 
Fayetteville. The next time we changed, the now driver 
inquired of the old one what passengers he had. “ Only 
one gentleman, and old man Ned.” 

“ Oh ! is old man along — ^that's good — if wo should turn 
over, or break down, or anything, reckon he could nigh 
about pray us up — ^he s right smart at prayin’.” 

“ Well, I tell you, now, ole man can trot out as smart a 
prayer, when he’s a mind to go in for\ as any man I aver 
heerd, dumed if he can’t.” 

The last ten miles we came over rapidly, smoothly, and 
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quietly, by a planJc-road, teaching Fayettefrille about twelve, 
of a fine, clear, frosty night. 

Entering the office or bar-room of the stage-honae, at 
which I had been advised to stay while in Fayrtteville, I 
found it occupied hj a group of old soakers, among whom 
was one of perhaps sixteen years of ago. This lad, without 
removing the cigar which he had in his mouth, went to the 
bar, wliither I fuUowed him, and, without saying a word, 
placed an empty tumbler before me. 

“ I don’t w’ish anything to drink,” said I ; “ I am cold 
and tired, and I would like to go to a room. I intend tq 
stay here some days, and I should be glad if you could give 
me a private room with a fire in it.” 

“ Itoom with a fixe in it?” he inquired, as he handed me 
the registry-lxwk. 

“ Yes ; and I will thank yon to have it made immediately, 
and let my baggage be taken up.” 

He closed the book, after I had written my name, and 
returned to his seat at the stove, leaving me standing, and 
immediately engaged in conversation, without paying any 
attention to my request. I waited some time, during which 
a negro came into the room, and went out again. 1 then 
roi>eated my request, necessarily aloud, and in sudi a way as 
to bo understood, not only by the boy, but by all the 
company. Immediately all conversation ceased, and every 
head was turned to look at me. The lad paused a moment, 
spit upon the stove, and tlien — 

“ Want a room to yourself?” 

“ Yes, if convenient.” 

No answer and no movement, all the company stating at 
me as if at a detect«4 burglar. 

“ Perhaps you can’t accommodate me ?” 

“ Want a fire made in your room ?” 



184 COTTOK ASD SL4TXBT. 

** Why, yes, if convenient ; but I should like to go to my 
room, at any rate ; I am very tired.” 

After puffing and spitting fora moment, he rose and puDed 
a1)ell ; \hen took his seat again. In about five minutes a 
negro came in, and during all this time there vas silence. 

“ What’ll you drink. Baker ?” said the lad, rising and gtiing to 
the bar, and taking no notice of the negro’s entrance. A boozy 
man followed him, and made some reply ; the lad turned out two 
glasses of spirits, addcnl water to one, and drank it in a gulp.* 

“ Can this boy show me to my room ?” I asked. 

“ Anybody in number eleven, Peter ?” 

“ Not as I knows on, sar.” 

“ Take this man’s baggage up there.” 

I followed the negro up to number eleven, which was a 
large back room in the up{)er story, with four beds in it. 

“ Peter,” said I, “ I want a fire made here.” 

“ W'ant a fire, sar ?” 

“ Yes, I want you to make a fire.” 

“ Want 9 fire, master, this time o’ night ?” 

“ AVhy, yes ; I want a fire.' Where are you going with 
the lamp ?” 

“ Want a lamp, massa 7” 

“ Want a lamp ? Certainly, I do.” 

Aflm' about ten minutes, 1 beard a man splitting wood in 
the yard, and, in ten more, Peter brought in Uircit sticks of 
green wood, and some chips ; then, the little bed-lamp having 
burned out, he went into Itsx adjoining room, where 1 heard 
him talking to some one, evidently awakened by his entrance 

* The mother of thk yotmg mao rrmoostmted with i fVieixl td mlfiet for 
perroittiiig hts noil to jditi « oompatij of dril ef%ine«r», at the time, in 

winreytng a route tor a road — he woukl ho atthject to auch hitigttitig lahoitr, «kI 
to much <^i>roure to the olementt ; and coofratulated heraelf tlmt her oom child 
^ in tuch an tmy ind geiaikman-like employment at that of hotll-cierk 

and bar keeper. 
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to get a match ; that failing, he -went for another. By one 
o’clock, my fire traa made. 

“ Poter," said I, “ are yon going to TOit on me, whib I 
stay here ?” 

“ Yes, ear ; I ’tends to dis room.” 

“ Very well ; take this, and, when I leave. I’ll give yon 
another, if yon take good care of me. Now, I want yon to 
get me some water.” • 

“ I’ll get you some water in de mommg, ear.” * 

“I want some to-night — some water and eome towels; 
don’t yon think you can get them for me ?” 

“ I nx-kon so, massa, if you wants ’em. Want ’em 'fore 
you go to Ixxl V" 

“ Yes ; and get another lamp.” 

” Want a lamp V” 

“ Yes, of course." 

“ Won’t the lire do you ?” 

“ No ; bring a lamp. That one won’t bum without fill- 
ing ; yon notxl not try it.” 

11)0 water and the lamp came, after a long time. 

In the moniiug, early, I was awakened by a knock nt the 
door. 

“ Who’s there ?” 

“ Me, massa ; I wants your boots to black.” 

1 got up, opened the door, and retumod to be^. Falling 
asleep, I was soon again awikened by Peter throwing down 
iin armful of wood upon the floor. Slept again, and was 
again awakened, by Peter’s throwing up the window, to 
empty out the contents of the wash bowl, etc. 13ie rocan 
was filled with smoke of the &t light wood : Peter had al- 
ready made a fire for me to dress ; but 1 again fell asleq>, 
and, when 1 next awoke, the breakfimt bell was ringing. 
Peter had gone ofi^ and left the ))^dow nnd door open, 
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the fire liad burned out. My hi^ots hud been taien awiiy, 
and the belJ-wire wm breken. I dree^ed, and walking to the 
bar-ioom, asked the l)ar-keepor — a complaisant, fuU-grovm 
man — f^r my l)(K)t8. He did not know where they were, and 
rang tlie U‘ll for Peter. Peter came, was reprimarwhjd for 
his forgetfulness, and departed. Ten minutes elapsed, and 
he (lid not return. I again reqin^ted tliat ho should he 
called ; and this time he brought my He had had to 

stoj) to black them ; having, he miid, been too busy to do it 
before breakfast. 

The follo\ving evening, os it grew too cold to write in my 
room, I went down, and found Peter, and told him I wanted 
a fire again, and that he might g(‘t mo a couple of candles. 
When he came uj), he brought one of the little Ud-lamjwj, 
with a cajmcity of oil for fifteen minuU^s' I sent liiin 
down again to the ofKc'e, uith a r<MjU(.‘st to the proprietor tlmt 
I might 1 h> furnish(id with candh^s. Ho returned, and re- 
ported tljat there were no candles in the house, 

“ Then, get me a larger lamp.’* 

Aint no larger Lamps, nuiher, sar none to spare,*’ 
Then go out, and see if you can’t buy me some candles, 
somewhere.” 

Aint no stores open, Sunday, massa, and I don’t know 
where I can buy ’em.” 

“ Tlien go doiJVTi, and tell the Imr-keejKsr, with my compli- 
ments, that I wish to write in my room, and I would be 
obliged to him if he would send me a light, of some sort ; 
sometliing that will last longer, and give more light, than 
these little lamps.” 

“ He won’t give you none, maasa — not if you hab a 
Can t you see by da light of da fire? When a genilaiim 
hah a fire in his room, dey don’t count be wants no mowi 
light ’n dat.” 
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“ Well, 'make ^e £ 10 , and HI go down and aee about 
it.” 

As I reached the foot of the ataus, the bell rang, and I 
went in to tea. The tea tuUe was moderately well ngbted 
with caudles. I waited till the company had gem»ally left 
it, and then »ud to one of the waiters — 

“ Hen* are two dimes : 1 want yon to bring me, as soon as 
yon can, two of these candles to number eleven ; do you 
understand ?" 

“ Yes, «ir ; 1 11 fetch 'em, sar.” 

And he did. 

About eight o'chK'k, there was an alarm of fire. Going 
into the street, I whs suqjrised to olieerve Ijow leisurely the 
peojde were wnlkiug toward the hoase in dames, standing 
veiy pnimineutly, as it did, upn a hill, at one end of Uia 
town. As 1 iMissed a clmrcJi, the cougn*gatii>n was coming 
out ; but very few (juickenod tlieir step alove a stndling jMJce. 
Arrival nesr the house, I was still more asbrnished to see 
how few, of the cn>wd assembled, were octmpied in restraining 
the pnigress of the fire, or in saving the furniture, and at the 
prevailing stupidity, confusion, and want of system and con- 
cert of iK'tion, in the laUmr for this purpose. A large nm- 
jority of those engaged were negroes. As I returned toward 
the hoh*l, a gentleman, walking, with a huly, before me, on 
the side walk, accosted a negro whom he met : 

“ Wliat ! Muses ! That you ? ^Vhy were ywi not here 
sooner ?" 

“ Why, Mass Richard, I was ringing, an’ I didn’ her de 

bolls and 1 see twaut in our ward, sar, and so I didn’ see 

as dar was zactly ’casion for me to hurry myself to def. Ef 
eed a been in our ward. Mass Richard, I’d a raOied, yon 
knows I would. Mose would ha ndlied, ef eed a been in onr 
■ward— ha I ha ! ha ! — you knows it, Maas Riobavd I?* 
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And he passed on, langhing oomioally, without iurther re- 
proof. 

Fayeiteville . — The negroes employed in the turpentine busi- 
ness, to which during the last week I have been giving some 
examination, seem to me to be unusually intelligent and cheer- 
ful, decidedly more so than most of the white people inhabiting 
the turpentine forest. Among the latter there is a largo 
number, I should think a majority, of entirely uneducated, 
poverty-stricken vagabonds. I mean by vagnUmds, simply, 
people without habitual, 4efinite occupation or reliable means 
of livelihood. They are poor, having almost no property but 
their own bodies ; and the use of these, that i.s, their labour, 
they are not accustomed to hire out statedly and regularly, 
so as to obtain capital by wages, but only occasionally by the 
day or job, when driven to it by necessity. A fimuly of these 
people will commonly hire, or “ squat ” and build, a little log 
cabin, so made that it is only a shelter from rain, the sides not 
being chinked, and having no more furniture or preteimion to 
comfort than is commonly provided a criminal in the cell of a 
prison. They will cultivate a little corn, and possibly a few 
roods of potatoes, cow-peas, and coleworts. They will own a 
few swine, that find their living m the forest ; and pretty cer- 
tainly, also, a rifle and dogs ; and the men, ostensibly, occupy 
most of their time in hunting. I am, mainly, refloating ^e 
statements of one of the |nrpentine distillers, but it was con- 
firmed by others, and by my own observation, so fer as it went. 

A gentleman of Fayetteville told me that he had, several 
times, appraised, under oath, the whole household property of 
femilies of this class at less than 1120. If they have need of 
money to purchase clothing, etc., they obtain it by selling 
their game or meal If they have ncme of this to spare, mraa 
msufficiency, they will work fet s neie^boarixig fenner fof § 
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few days, and they mually get for their labonr fifty cents a 
day, finding Oienmlva. fiirmers and distillers say, that 
that they do not like to employ them, because they caimot be 
relied ujm to finish what ^ey undertake, or to work accord- 
ing to directions ; and becanso, being white men, they cannot 
“ drive ” tliem. That is to say, their labour is even more 
inefficient and unmanageable than that of slaves. 

That I have not formed an exaggerated estimate of the 
projwrtion of such a class, will appear to the reader more 
proljable from the testimony of a pions colporteur, given 
before a public meeting in Cbarlesttm in February, 1855. I 
quote from a Charleston paper’s repoii. The colporteur had 

been stationed at county, N.C. : — “ The larger foriion of 

the iidiabitants seemed to be totally given up to a species of 
mental iialiucination, which carried them captive at its wiU. 
Tliey nairly all believed imphcitly in witchcraft, and attri- 
buted everylliing that liapfKined, good or bad, to the agency 
of persons whom they supposed {xaisessed of evil sjiirits.” 

The majority of wliat I have termed turjx'ntine-farmeas — 
mojining the snudi pn.ijiri«>tor8 of the long-leafed pine forest 
land — are ]xjople but a grade superior, in clmracter or condition, 
to tliesfl vagabonds. They have liabitatiuns more like houses 
— log-cabins, commonly, sometimes chinked, oftener not — 
without windows of glass, but with a few pieces of substantial 
old-fashiontd heir-loom furniture; a vegetable garden, in 
which, however, you will fmd no vegetable but what they 
call “ collards” (colewort) for “ greens fewer dogs, more 
swine, and larger clearings for maize, but no better crops thaw 
the pooriw class. Their property is, nevertheless, often of 
considerable money value, consisting mainly of negroes, who, 
associating intimately with their masters, are of superior in- 
telligence to the slaves of the wealthier classes. 

Some of the larger pioprieton^ who are abo ofttn cotton 
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planters, cultiTating the richer low lands, are said to be gentle- 
men of gtxxl estate — intelligent, cultivated, and liospitablo. 
North Carolina has a proverbial nputation for tlio igno- 
rance and torpidity oT her people ; l^eing, in tliis resjiect, at 
the lieiul of the Slave States, I do not find the rc*ason of tliis 
in any innate quality of the popular mind ; Imt, ratlier, in the 
circumstances under which it finds its development. (h\ing 
to the general ix>verty of the soil in the likstem part of tlie 
State, and to tlie almost exclusive (‘inployment of slave labour 
on the soils productive of cotton ; owing, aW, to the diflieulty 
and expense of rea<‘hii|^market with bulky j^rodiu**^ from tlie 
interior and western (uMriets, population and wc^alth is more 
dividinl than in the other Atlantic States ; industry is almost 
entirely rural, and there is but little communication or am- 
cert of action among the small and saittentl pniprietors of 
caj)ita]. For the wune retis<m, tin* advtuitagw of education 
are more ditficult to W enjoyal, the diKtana* at which 
reside apart preventing cliildnuj from coming h>gi*ther in 
such num)x»rs as to give remimenitive employment to a 
teacher. The teachers are, gem‘rally, totally unlittal for their 
business; yomig men, as a clergvnuiii infonuixl m\ iliem- 
selves not only unadvanaxl Wyoiid the* kmwt kmowlalge of 
the elements of primary school learning, but oftim awirse, 
vulgar, and profiine in their langimgc? and Ixdiaviour, who 
hike up teaching as a temj>oniry business, to supply tlie den 
maud of a ncighl>ourhood of f»eople as ignonmt and unculti- 
vated as themselves. 


The native white populntien of North Cumlitm in . . 550.90 
The whf>lf» whiU* iH^pnlution atMler 20 yemm, i» . , . B01,IOO 

white iirluUit over 20 2IOJOt 


Of thejHi there Mt> imitvei wtio Gsanot rtiid mid write , 73,92^'** 

Iking more tlian one-fourth of the native white adutts. 

• Ofikiil Cfaiiu fhfport, pp. 239, 317, 
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But the aspect of North Carolina with reia^ to slavery, 
i«, in some respects, less lamentable tlian that of Virginia, 
There is not only less bigotry upon the subject, and more 
freedom of conversation, but I saw hbre, in the institution, 
more of patrianrlial charat^ter than in any other State, The 
slave more frtxjuently appars as a family servant — a member 
of luB master’s family, interested with him in his fortune, good 
or l)ad. This is a rimlt of the less concentration of wealth 
in families or individuals, occasioned by the circumstances I 
have dwribed. Slavery thus loses much d its inhumanity. 
It is still questionable, lanvever, ifi^as the subjc^*t race ap- 
])roa<‘bes civilization, tlie dopiinani race is not pmportionately 
(h'taintHl in iU (unmrd pr(»grt‘««. One is funded often to ques- 
tion, t<H», in viewing slavery' in tliis aspect, whether humnnitv 
and tlu* uccuinulati(ui of wwtlth, the* pro«|s.*rity of the master, 
f:nl the happiness and improvement of the subject, are not in 
somt* (legrt-^* iuounjmtihle. 

Thes*' later <tlw**rva lions art> made after having twice again 
pasHtxl through the Strife, once in a leisurely way t>n horse- 
hick. In soma of the Wi-steni and Xortheni ct*ntral parts 
of tlie State, iliere is much more enterpriw, thrift, and (x>mfort 
than in the EiLsteni part, where I bid my first imprt^ions. 

I left Fayetteville in a steamlxmt (advertisc'd for 8 o’cJoch, 
left at 8.15 ) liound down Caj>o Fc^ar River to Wilmin-^hjlu A 
dc^scription of the river, with incidents of Uie |>aB«6igo, will 
Berve to show the^ chanicter of most of tlio navigable streaxas 
of the cotton Shites, flowing into tlio Atlantic and the Gulf, 
and of the miumer of their navigation. ♦ 

The water was eighteen feet above its lowest summer stages ; 
the banks steep, thirty feet high fiom the present water sur* 
face — from fifty to one hundred feet apart— and covered witt 
large trees and luxuriant vegetation ; course otKiloed ; the 
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current very rapid ; the trees overhaiipng the banka, end 
frequently fidling into tlie cbannel — making the navigation 
hasardous. The river is aubja^t to very rapid rising. The 
master told me that he had sometimes left his Ixmt aground 
at night, and, on I'otiiming in the morning, found it flimting 
in tuenty-tive feet water, over the same 8jH)t. The differtmee 
between the extremes of low stages and floods is us much as 
Berenty In siiiimier, there are somdimes but eight4M»n 
inches of water on the barn : the Kxit I was in drew but 
fourt^^n inches, light. She was a stem-whHd craft— the 
boiler and engine (high j)riWire) Ixing placetl at (»p[M^sito 
ends, to balance weights. Her bunion was i\mH) bmulriHl 
barrels, or sixty tons meamirement. Tliis is the character of 
most of the boats navigating the river — of whit*h there are 
now twlve. Ijargor Iwxits ait^ aliiKwt ustdms in aummer, 
from tlieir liability to groTind ; and even the mandler ones, at 
low shiges of water, carry no freigltt, but are employcil to tow 
up flats or sbaiJow bargee. At this m^on of the year, 
however, tlie steamlxjats are hvadecl close to the water's 
The bulk of our freight was turpentine ; and the clos€» prox- 
imity of this to the furnaces auggested a danger fully fxjual 
to that from snags or grounding. On aJling the attention of a 
fellow-})a8seuger to it, he told me that a friend of his wm once 
awakened from sleep, while lying in a Ijerth on one of these 
boats, by a sudden, confused sound. Tliiiiking the l>oiler had 
burst, he drew the bed-dotliing over his head, and laid quiet, 
to avoid breathing the steam ; until, feeling the Ijoat ground, 
he ran out, and discovered that she was on fire near the fur- 
nace, Having some valuable freight near by, wluch he was 
desirous to save, and seeing no immediate danger, though left 
alone on the boat, he snatched a bucket, and, drawing water 
from alongside, applied it with such skill and rapidity as soon 
to quench the flames, and eventually to entirely extmguisb 
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the fire. Upon the return of the crew, a few repairs were 
imide, nUmn was gt)t up again, and the boat proceeded to her 
de«tinaiioii in wifety. He ailcrwards ascertained that three 
hundred kegs of gunixiwder were stowed beneath the deck 
ilmt hml Ixxtn on fire — a circumstance w^hich sufficiently ac- 
counkHl for the paiiicv flight of the crew, 

Siioii after leaving, we j^assBed the Zr^phyr, wooding up : an 
h(»iir liit4 r, our own Imt was nm to the hank, men jumped 
from lit^r fore and *ift, and fasUmed head and stem lincti to the 
tr(*<^, and we also (*<inmiene<?d wocxliug. 

The in^fH had cut away m) us to leave a clear space to 
the top of the bank, which was some fifty fwt from the boat, 
and mtxleriitoly sto^p. Wood, cut, split, and pihxl in ranks, 
sttHnl at the fi)j) of it, and a slioot of plank, two feei wide and 
thirty long, conveywl it nearly to the water. Tim crew 
rusliwl to the w<x>d-pilm — master, passengers, md all, but 
the engiuiHT and chambe^rmaid, dascuting the Ixiat^ — and the 
W’o(xl w*a« first jaissod down, as many as could, throwing into 
the slioot, and others fonuing a line, and tossing it, from one 
to anotJier, down the Imiik. From tlie water's edge it was 
j«iss4h 1, in th(? mmv way, to its pla<x) on Ixwird, with great 
rapidity— the crew exciting themselves with yells. They were 
all blacks, hut one. 

On a tree, nmr the toj) of the liank, a little lx)x wtis 
nailed, oii which a piece of paper w’as tacked, with this in- 
scription : 
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and master— just Mire the wood was aH on board— 

hasti/y Med a blanlr order (tern from a book, b'ke a check- 
book, Jeavin" a niomorandaia of the amoimt, eto.) on the 
owner of the Imt for pfivmeut, to Mr. fi»r two oorda of 
pme-w<Hxi, atjfll75, and two cords of li|t^lit-w(Kxl, at lt2 — 
and left it in the box. Tlie wixhJ used had lH*en in 

the nuiks with a rod, ^rritxl for the pnrix)»c% by the master, 
at the moment he reached the bank. 

Before, with all possible haste, we liad finished wcxxlinR, 
the Zc^phyr passed us ; and, during the rest of the day, she 
kept out of our sight. As often as we met a Kkwmkmt, or 
passed any flats or rails, our men were calling out te know 
how far ahead of us she was ; and when th<‘ answer came 
hack each time, in an incretising ntimber of mil(*«, tliey told 
us that our boat was more than usually sluggish, owing to an 
uncomm<»nly bmrv freight; hut still, for some time, tliey 
were rc'ady to make bets that we should get first to Wil- 
mington. 

Several times we were hailid from the fihore, to take on a 
passenger, or some light freight ; and thc'se requc»sts, ns long 
as it was possilde, were promptly complied with— tl>e Imt 
being nin up, so as to rest her bow* ujxm the Ijank, and tlien 
shouldere<l off' by the men, as if she luul Immui a skiff. 

There were but three thn)ngh-pfissengt*rs, lx?sidc<« myself. 
Among them, was a glao-manufacturer, of Baltimore— get- 
ting orders from the turj>eidine-<listillerH, — and a turpentine- 
farmer and distiller. Tlie glue-manufacturer said tliat, in 
liis factory, they liad formerly employid slavim; had aince 
used Irishmen, and now* employed Germans. Thtir opem^ 
tions were carried on night and day, and one gmg of the 
men hod to relieve another. The slaTea they had employiid 
never would lie m ftond, whm the hour for reUeving mm$* 
It was also necessary to be careful that certain opemtifim 
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shouH be performed at a certain time, and «ome jndgment 
aiul watchfidneas waa neceesanr, to fix tfais time : the alarai 
nevt r e«>uJd bo made to care enough for the matter, to be 
<lei)ended njion for diaeretion, in this respeset; and great 
injurj^ was frociuently done in conseqiience. Some of the 
opemtions were disagreeaWe, and they would put one another 
np to thinking and siiying that they ought not to be required 
to do such dirty work— and try to have their owners get 
them away from it 

Irishmen, he said, worked very well, and to a certain extent 
faithfully, luid, for a time, they liked them veiy much ; but 
tliey found that, in alxmt a fintnight, an Irishman always 
thoiiglit he knew more tlian his miiKter, and would exercise 
his discretion a little too much, m well as often directly dis- 
regnrtl his orders. Irishmen were, he said, **/oo faithful — 
tlmt is, self-confident and officions. 

At length, at a hurried time, they had employed one or 
two Germans. The Irishmen, of course, soon quarrelled with 
them, and tlireatened to leave, if they were kept. Where- 
upon, they were, thcmiselves, all discliargtd, and a full crow of 
Genmiiis, at mucli less wagt*«, taken ; and they proveil excel- 
lent hands — steady, jdoilding, reliable, though they never 
pn^tendHl to know anything, and said nothing alxmt wliat 
they could do. Tht*y w’ere easily instructed, obey«xl orders 
faithfully, and worked fiiirly for their wages, without lioasting 
or gnimbling. 

The turptmtine-ilktiller gave a gtxd account of some of hi« 
men; but said he was sure they never perfommd half m 
much work as he himsejlf could ; and they sometimes would, 
of tlidr own accord, do twice as much in a day, as could 
usually be got out of them. He employed a Seolehman lit 
the “ still but h^ never would Irnve white peopii at oidi* 
mury work, because he couldn’t drive them* He added, Iritli 

a 2 
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tli0 iitiikCMitI simfilkity-Hitid I do not limk mgr mo {framt 

mir. At tlie time, bow mmdi tb«^ nmtiii m^mmi mtm ibm 
it WAS iolaidetl to—** I iie'vor am drift a wkit# imiii, for 
1 know I amU nerer boar to Im drifon, mviwlf, by any- 
body;’ ^ 

The other pL^'^iiirer wiw **n Nortii of Ea^hml tmn/* aa 
I sii^pirt 4 Hl ihmi the Srst wotxlH I hmnl from bim— tJioiijE^b 
he had hetm in thin rtnintry for ahnit twenty ycfira Ho mof 
a mtxhunic, and employed 8t*venil ; brit ti*«tifii»d 

strongly of the ex{M»nsivo ehanirter <»f their liilKnir ; and 
dechiral, without any that t!u* gvstera wan niiaona in 

its effects upon the charack*r and value of all claww^^a of 
working men. 

The country on the river-liank wiia nearly all wcKxhd, with^ 
occasionally, a field of com, which, even in the low alluvial 
meadow's, sometimes overflowed by the river, and ennchod by 
its de|>osit, had evidently yielded but a verj' meagre crop— 
the stalks standing singly, at great distana^, and very amalL 
The greater jmrt, even of these 4>nee rich low lands, that had 
Wn in cultivation, were now “turned out/’ and covered 
either with pines or hro<im-Sfdge and bruHhwtiocl. 

At some seventy or eighty rnilc^, I should think, lcJ<iw 
FayetteriJIe, the f«inJb Ixxame lower, and tlicre was niucii 
swamp land, in wiiich the gnmnd wm often covered witii a 
confusion of logs and sawn luinl>f*r, minghd %viih oilier rub- 
bish, left hy flesds of tbo river. The standing timlier was 
very large, and many of the were hung with the long, 
waring dmjsiry of the tylandria, or Sfmnish whi<‘h, aa 
well as the mistletoe, I here first saw in profusion. Tliaw 
was also a thick network among the ireee, of beautiful climb- 
ing phiuta. I olieenred some very large grape-vines, and 
many trees of greater siae than I ever saw of their »|)eci<li 
before. I infer that tliis soil, properly reclaimed, and 
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taet^ from floods of the riyar^ might he moit profitehly used 
in the cdture of the yarious half-tiopical trees and slirabe^ of 
whoBO fruits we now import bo large and oae% an amoimt* 
The fig, I Imvct been informed, grows and bears luicnriantly at 
Wilmington, Beldom or never suffering in it» wood, though a 
crop of fruit may l>e oceasionally injurtMl by a seyere late 
spring fro^t. The almond, doubtli^as, wc tild sua-oed aquaUy 
well, so also the olive; hat of none of those is there the 
sliglih^st commercuil value produced in Jiorth Girolina, or in 
all our country. 

In tlie evening we passed many Ijoats and rafts, blazing 
with great fires, imide u|K>n a thick Ixjd of clay, and tlndr 
crews singing at their swwjis. Twenty miU^ al>ove Wil- 
mington, tJie shores l>ecame marshy, the river wide, and the 
wiKxly stToen tlnit Iiad hitlierto, in a great degree, bid the 
nakediKJSs of the land, was withdrawn, Iwiving ojien to view 
ouIy broad, reedy mivaunahs, on either aide. 

We reached Wilmington, the port at the moutli of the 
river, at lialf-jmst nine. Taking a carriage, I was driven first 
to one liotel and aftcnvaals to another. They were ln^th ao 
crtiwdtxl with guests, and excessive business duties so pre- 
vent^xl the clerks from lieing tolerably civil to me, that I 
fearcxl if I remained in either of them I should have another 
Norfolk ex|a:deuce. While I was endeavouring to asc^ertain 
if there wus a third public-house, iu which I might, perliaps^ 
obtain a private room, my eye fell njKin an advertisement of a 
new ruilnmd line of passage to Cliarleston. A boat, to take 
passengers to the railroad, was to start every night, from 
Wilmington, at ten o'clock* It was already somedmig past 
ten ; but being pretty sure that she would not gei df pumy 
tually, and having a strong resisting impulse to bmug packed 
away in a close room, with any chance stranger the clerk of 
the house might choose to couple me with| I shouideied my 
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baggage and nui for the whaires. At half-past ten I was 
looMng at Wilmington over the stem of another little wheel- 
banow-stefuuhoat, pushing bock up the river. When or how 
I was to be taken to Charleston, I had not yet been able to 
uncertain- The captain assured mo it was all right, and 
demanded twenty dollars. Being in his power I gave it 
to him, and received in return a po(rketful of tickets, 
guaranteeing the bearer passage from place to place; of 
not one of which places had I ever heard before, except 
Charleston. 

The cabin was small, dirty, crowded, close, and smoky. 
Finding a warm spot in the dtvk, over the fnmac»>, and to 
leeward of the chimney, I pillowed myself on my luggage and 
went to sleep. 

The ringing of the boat’s bell awoke mo, after no groat 
lapse of time, and I found we were in a small creek, lieading 
southward. *Pre8ently wo reached a wliarf, near which stood 
a locomotive and train. A long, narrow pknk having becm 
run out, half a dozen white men, including myself, went on 
shore. Then followed as many negroes, who appeared to be 
a recent purchase of their owner. Owing, probably, to an 
unusually low tide, there was a steep ascent from tlie Iwat to 
the wharf, and I was amused to see the anxiety of this gentle- 
man for the safio landing of lus property, and especially to 
hear him curse tbmn for their carelessnees, as if their Uvea 
were of much greater value to him than to themselves. 
One was a woman. All carried over tbdr dboolden some 
little baggage, probably all their personal efleds, dung in a 
blanket ; and one bad a dog, wbose safe landing caused him 
nearly as much anxiety as his own did hit ownm*. 

“ Gib me da dog, now,” said the dog’s owner, standing 
half way up the plank. 

" Damn the d^,” said the negro’s owner ; ** give ms ywt 
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hand ap here. Let go of the dog ; d’ye hear ! Let him 
take care of himeelf.” 

But the negro hugged the dog, and brought him safely on 
shore. 

A.ft«r a short delay the train started : the single passenger 
oar was a fine one (made at Wilmington, ]>elaware), and just 
sufficiently warmed. 1 should have slept again if it had not 
been that two of the six inmates were drunk — one of them 
aproahously. 

Passing through long stretches of cypress swamps, with 
occasional intervals of either pine-lmirens, or clear water 
ponds, in about two hours we came, in the midst of the woods, 
to the end of the roils. In the vicinity could bo seen a small 
tcM, a shanty of loose boards, and a large, subdued fire, 
around which, upon the ground, a considerable number of men 
were stretched out asleep. This was the camp of the hands 
engaged in laying the rails, and who were thus duUj extend* 
iug the distance which the locomotive could mn. 

The conductor h*ld me that there was here a break of about 
eighty miles in the rail, over which I should be transferred 
by a stage coach, which would come as soon as jxisgible after 
the driver knew tliat the train had arrived. To inform bhn 
of tliis, the locomotive trumpeted loud and long. 

The negro property, whic^ had been brought up in a 
freight car, was immediately let out on the stoppage of Urn 
train. As it stepped on to the platform, the owner asked, 
“ Are you all here ?” 

“ Yes, massR, we is all heah,” answered one. Do dyaef 
no harm, for we's all heah,” added another, in an under 
tone. 

Th^ negroes inunediatdy gathered some wood, and taking 
a brand from the railroad hands, made a fire for tlMUBselv«« ; 
t})en, all but the woman, opening th^ bundlee, wxappad 
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themselves in their blankets and went to sleep. The woman, 
baie^headeil, and very inadequately clothed as she was, stood 
for a long time alone, erect and statue-like, her head bowed, 
gazing in the fire. She had taken no part in tlie light chat 
of the others, and had given them no assistance in nuiking 
the fire. Her dress too was not the usual plantation apparel. 
It was all satUy suggestive. , 

The principal other freight of the train was one hundred 
and twenty bales of Northern hay. It telonged, as the con- 
ductor told me, to a planter who lived some twenty miles 
beyond here, and who had bought it in Wilmington at a 
doUar and a half a hundred weight, to Ins mules. In- 
cluding the steamboat and railroad freight, and all the 
labour of getting it to his stables, its entire cost to ifim 
would not he much less than two dollars a Inmdred, or at 
least four times as much as it would liave aH to raise an d 
make it in the interior of New York or New England, 
There are not only aeveml forage crops which (•an he raised 
in South Carolina, that cannot }>e grown on ac(;onnt of the 
Beverity of tJie winUfr in iho Stakes, hut, on a farm 
near Fayetteville, a few days before, I had sc'Cii a crop of 
natural grass growing in lialf-cultivated land, daid uiKUi the 
ground ; which, I think, would have made, if it had lieen 
cut and well treated in the summer, three tons of hay to 
the acre. The owner of the land said that there was no 
better hay than it would have made, luit be hadn't had time 
to attend to it. He had as much as his liands could do of 
other work at the period oflhe year whcm it should liave been 
made. ♦ 

Probably the case was similar with tlie planter who had 
bought this Northern hay at a price four times that whieh it 
would have cost a Northern farmer to make ii He had pre- 
ferred to employ his slaves at other business. 
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The inference mmt bo, either that there uraa mo»t impro- 
bably-fooligh, bad management, or that the akrea were more 
profitably employed in cultivating cotton, than they could 
have l) 0 en in cultivating maize, or other forage crope. 

I put the caae, «ome daya afterwards, to an English 
merchant, who had had good op|)ortimitieB, and made it a 
part oChis buninefts to study micb matters. 

** I have no donbt,” said ho, “ that if hay cannot l)e oh- 
taimxl he‘re, other valuable forage can, with \fm kkmr than 
anywhere^ at the North ; and aU the Southerm agrictiltural 
jounails sustain this opinion, and deckro it to lie purely bad 
management that neglects these *croj»», ami devotes klx>ur to 
cotton, so exclusively. Probably, it is so — at the present 
cost of forage. Nevertheless, the fact is alsf> true, as the 
planters ass^'rt, that they cannot afford to apply their klx>ur 
to anything c4se but cotton. And yet, tiiev complain that 
the price c»f cotton is so low that tkw is no pn>fit in grow- 
ing it, which is evidently fake. Yon se(» tliat tiny prefer 
bnjing bay to raising it at, to say tlio least, three tiiiieH what 
it costs your Northern fanners rak<? it. ()f eoTirse, if cotton 
could gnnvn in New Yi>rk and Ohio, it could l)e afforded 
at one-thinl the amt it is here — say at three cents per pound. 
And tlmt is ray solution of the slavery question. Bring 
cotton down to three c<*nts a fKumd, and there would l)e more 
abolitionists in 8i)ath Carolina tlian in Masiwichusettg. If 
that can l>o bmught about, in any way — ^and it is md impos- 
siWe that wo may live to see it, as our railways are extended 
in India, and the French enlarge tibeir froe-kbour plantations 
in Algidb — there wll l>e an end of skvery.” 

It was just one oVJoek when the stage-coach came for us. 
There was but one jiasseiiger beside myself— a Pbikdelphia 
gentleman, going to (Jolumbia. We proceeded very sbwly 
for about three miles, across a swamp, upon a ‘‘oorduroy 
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road then more rapidly, over rongh ground, being tossed 
idmnt in the ooacb most severely, for six or eight miles 
forther. Besides the driver, there was on the box the agent 
or saperintendent of the coach line, who now opened the 
doors, and we found onrselves before a log stable, in the 
midst of a forest of large pines. The driver took out a 
horse, and, mounting him, rotle off, and we collected wood, 
splitting it with a hatchet that was carried on the coach, and, 
lighting it from the coach lamp, made a fire. It was very 
cold, ice half an inch thick, and a heavy hoar frost. We 
complained to the agent that there was no straw in the 
coach bottom, while Uiere were large holes bored in it, that 
kept our feet excessively cold. He said tlicre was no straw 
to be had in the country. They were obliged to b«i their 
horses with pine leaves, which were damp, and would bo of 
no sendee to ns. The necessity fur the boles be did not 
immediately explain, and we, in the exercise of onr Yankee 
privilege, resolved that they were made wiUi reference to the 
habit of expectoration, which we bad observed in the car to 
be very general and excessive. 

In about half an hour the driver of the new stage came to 
ns on the horse that the first had ridden away. A new set 
of horses was brought ont and attached to the coach, and we 
were driven on again. An hoar later, the son rose; we 
were still in pine-barrens, once in several miles paseing 
through a clearing, with a log farm-house, and a few negro 
huts about it ; oft<m tiir<H)^b cyjiress swamps, and long pools 
of water. At the end of ten miles yre breokfastod, and 
dmngcd horses and drivers at a steam saw-inili. A Itw miles 
further on, we were aaked to get on the top of the ooaoh, 
while it was driven through a swamp, in whkdi the water was 
over the rood, for a quarter of a mile, to such a depth that it 
covered the foot-booed. The hones really groaned, as they 
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pnslied the thin ice away with their necks, and were rery 
near swimming. The holee in the coach bottom, the agent 
now told n«, were to allow the water that would here enter 
the body to flow out. At the end (d these ten miles wo 
changed again, at a cotton planter’s house— « very neat, well- 
built house, having pine trees about it, but very poor, old, 
negro (juartors. 

Since tlie long ford we had kept the top, the inside of the 
coach Ixiing wet, and I Iwd liecn greatly pleosed with the drir- 
ing — the coachman, a steady-going sort of a fellow, saying but 
little to his horses, and doing what swearing ho thought 
nmasary in Englisli ; driving, too, with great judgment and 
slall. The coach was a fine, roewny, old-fasliioued, fragrant, 
leathery aflair, and the horses the best I had seen this side 
of Virginia. 1 could not resist expressing my pleasure 
with the whole establishment Tlie new team was ad- 
mirahle ; four sleek, well-governed, eager, sorrel cobs, and 
the driver, a staid, bronzod-iaced man, keeping them tight 
in liaud, drove quietly and neatly, his whip in the socket. 
After about fifteen minutes, during which he had been en- 
gaged in bushing down their too great impetuosity, he took 
out a large silver hunting-watch, and adeed what time it 
was. 

“ Quarter past eleven,” said the agent! 

“ Twelve minutes past,” said the Philadelphian. 

“ Well, fourteen, only, 1 am,” said tlie agent. 

“ Thirteen,” said I. 

” Just thirteen, I am," said Ute driver, slipping back his 
watch Us Its place, and then, to the agent, '’ha’au’t touched 
a hand of her since I left old Lancaster." 

Suddenly guessing the meaning of what had hwn finr 
some time astonishing me — “ You are fixtm the Keith ?” I 
asked. 
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“Yes, sir.” 

“ Aad you, too, Mr. Agent ?” 

“ Yes, sir.” 

“ And the coach, and the cattle, and all ?” 

“All from Pcnnsj'lvaiiia.” 

“ IIow long have you been here T 

“ We have been here about a fortnight, sbxjking the road. 
We commenced reguhir trips yt^terJay. You are the first 
jMissenger through, sir.” 

It was, in fact, merely a transfer from one of the old 
National Road lines, complete. After a little further 
conversation, I askfd, “How do you like the coimtry, 
here ?” 

‘ Very nice country,” said the agent. 

“Its the cussedest jxM)r country God ever created,” 
napped out the driver. 

“ You have to keep your horses on ” 

“ Shucks damn it.” 

The character of the scenery was novel to me, the surface 
very flat, the soil a fine-grained, silvery white sfind, sliaded 
by a continuous forest of large pines, which had shed their 
lower branches, so that we could see from the coach-top, to 
the distance of a quarter of a mile, everything ujx)n the 
ground. In the swamps, which were frequent and extensive, 
and on their borders, the pines gave place to cypresses, with 
great pedestal trunks, and protuberant roots, throwing up an 
awkward dwarf progeny^^of shrub, ^ress, and curious bul- 
bous-like stumps, called “cypress-knees.” Mingled with 
these were a few of our common deciduous trees, the white- 
shafted sycamore, the gray beech, and the shrubby black- 
jack oak, with broad leaves, brown and dead, yet glossy, and 
reflecting the sunbeams. Somewhat rarely, the red cedar, 

* Huftiui af maize. 
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and more freqnently than any otlier ex(^t the cypress, the 
l)6autiful American holly. Added to these, there was ofh^n 
a tliick undergrowth of evergreen shruljs. Vines and 
ere<'j>ers of various k^nds grew to the tops of the tallest trees 
and dangled knieatli and between their branches, in intricate 
net- work. The tyhiudria hung in festoons, sometim^'ss 
several fe(5t in length, and often completely clothed the 
tninks, and every branch of the trees in tlic low groimd. It 
is like a fringe of hmgled biir, of a light gray pearly colour, 
and soinetirai^ pnaluccjs exquisite e06t‘te when slightly veil- 
ing the dark gr(s‘n, purjile, and scarlet of the cedar, and the 
holly with their berries. The mistletocj also grew in large, 
vivid, gre(ui tuftn, on tlio ends of the branchcis of the oldest 
and hirgest trees. A smaU fine and wiry dead graas, hardly 
perceptible, even in the most oi)en ground, from tlie coach- 
toj)8, was the only sign of herUige. Liirge black buzzards 
were constantly in sight, sailing slowly, high above the tree- 
tops. Flocks of larks, quails, and robins were common, as 
wen* also doves, swiftly flying in small companies. Tlie red- 
In^aded wcxxljHx^ker could at any time bo heard hammering 
tlie old tree-tmnks, and would sometimes allow himsidf, after 
his nit-hit, cocking his hcwl archly, and listening to hear if 
the worm moved under the bark. Tlie drivers told me that 
they had on previous days, i\s they went over the road, seen 
d(it^r, turkeys, and wild hogs. 

At everj^ tentli mile, or thereabout, we clmnged hoises ; 
and, geneniUy, were allowed halt' an hour to stroll in the 
neighbourhood of the sUible— the agent observing that we 
could rc^ach the end of the staging some hours before the cars 
should leave to kke us further ; and, as there were no jgood 
accommodations for sleeping there, we would pass the time 
quite as pleasantly on the rood. We dined at “ Marion 
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Connty Hotwe,” a pl«»8ant lifUo (and the oak village 
wesawdnringthedavj. with b fiiui piue-grow, a broad street, 
a conrt-lioTise, a chnrt'k or two, a acbool-hoTise, and a dozen 
or twenty dwellings. Towards uiglit, w'e crossed the Grait 
Pedee of the maps, the J5/<7 Pedee of tlie natives, in a flat 
boat. A large quantity of etdton, in l>ales, wiis upon the 
bank, ready for loading into a gteamlx>at — when one shoold 
arrive — ^for Charleston. 

The country was very thinly j^eopled ; lone house's often 
being several miles apart. Tim large nmji)rify of the dwell- 
ings were of logs, and even those of the white j>e<iple were 
often wiUiout glass windows. In tlie kdter class of cabins, 
the roof is nsually bnilt with a enrve, so as to project eight 
or ten feet l)eyond the log-wjill ; and a part of this sjmee, ex- 
terior to the logs, is enclofwxl with Ixxinls, making an addi- 
tional small room — the remainder forms an opt^n jmreh. The 
whole cabin is often elevateil on four C4»nier-posts, two or 
three feet fn>ra the ground, so that the air may circnlaie 
under it Th^ fire-place ia built at the end of tlie honse, of 
sticks and clay, and the cliimney is carried up outside, and 
often detiiclied from the log- walls ; but the nx>f is Cfxtendixl at 
the gable, until in a line w ith its outer side. The |K>rch lias 
a railing in fronts and a wide shelf at tlie end, on which a 
buckcft of water, a gourd, and luind-hasin, are lisually phuxd. 
There are chairs, or Ixuiehes, in the jxuTli, and you often see 
women sitting at work in it, as in G(!niiany. 

The logs are usually hewn but little ; and, of cfourse, 
they are laid up, there will Ixj wide interstices between them 
—which are increased by subsequent shrinking. These, my 
commonly, are not “ chinked,"’ or filJfxl up in any way ; not 
is the wall lined on the inside. Tlimugh the ehinis, an pt 
pass along the road, you may often see all that ii gimg m iu 
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the houBa ; aiul, at night, the light of the fire ehineB brightly 
out on all aidee. 

Oahiiw, of thia clans, would ahno^ always be flanked by 
two or throe negro lmt«. The cabins of the p(X>r whites, 
ranch the largest in mimlier, were of a meaner sort^ — being 
mere sqnare pens of logs, roofed over, provided with a chim- 
noy, and nsiially with a shed of boards, siipportt'd I)y rough 
}K>sts, lM.»forc^ the d<K)r. 

Oamionally, wliere, m^r the banks of a water-course, the 
siJvorj’^ Kjuid \vm darkened by a considerable intenuixture of 
motild, tliere woul<l Ije a large plantation, with negnwjutirteins, 
and a rotUm-prcHH and gin-house. We passed half a do^m of 
th(w, |)erhajis, during the day. WTiere tlie owners resided 
in them, Uiey would liave corafortable-looking rt«ideuces, not 
unlike the Ixftter class of New England fiinn-houseK. ()n the 
largest, liowm’ar, there vm no residenoefor the owner, at all, 
only a small c«dtiige, or whitewaslied cabin, for the overseer* 
The negm-cabins, here, were the smallest 1 harl seem — I 
thought not more tlmn twelve feet square, iiimde. They stood 
in two rows, with a mdt^ strei^t between them. They were 
built of logs, wiili no windows — no opening at fill, except 
tlic doorway, with a chimney of sticks and mud ; with 
no uI>out them, no |K>rches, or sliades, of fuiy kind. 

Except for tlie chimney — the pnrjKw of which I shiUikl not 
readily have gm^ssed if I 1 «m 1 seen one of them in New 
England — I should hare conjectured that it had been built 
for a pmiler-house, or perhaps an ice-house — never for an 
axiimal to sleep in. 

We stopjwd, for some time, on tins plantation, near where 
some tliirty men and women were at work, repairing the itwid. 
The women ivero in majority, and were engaged at eiactly 
the same labour as the men ; driving the carte, loading them 
with dirt, and dumping them upon the rood ; cuttii^ down 
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trees, and drawing wood by hand, to lay (icross the miry 
pla<?e8 ; hoeing, and shovelling. They w ere dressed in coarse 
gray gowns, generally ♦very much bm-hed, and very dirty; 
which, for greater convenience of working in the mud, were 
pefed up with a cord (lra>vn tightly around the lx>dy, a little 
above the hips — the sjmre amount of skirt bagging out l>e- 
tweeu this and the waist-pro[>er. On their legs were 1 (k> 80 
leggins, or pieces of blanket or bagging WTupp^nl about, and 
lashed with thongs ; and they wore very heavy shoes. Most 
of them had handkerchiefs, only, tied aroimd their heads, 
some wore men’s caps, or old slouched hats, and several were 
bareheaded. 

The overseer rode alx)ut among them, on a horse, I'anying 
in his liand a raw^-liide whip, constantly directing and en- 
couraging them ; but, as my compiuiion and I, botli, several 
times noticed, as often as ho mited one end of the line of 
operations, the hands at the other end would discontinue 
their labour, until he turned to ride towards them again. 
Clumsy, awkward, gross, elephantine in all their movements ; 
jK)uting, grinning, and leering at us ; sly, sensual, and shame- 
less, in all their expressions and demeanour ; I never Udore 
had witnessed, I thought, anything more revolting limn the 
whole scene. 

At length, the overseer dismounted from his horse, and, 
giving him to a l>oy to take to the stablt^, got ujion the 
coach, and rode with us several miles. Fmm tlie convention 
I had with him, as welhas from what I mw of his conduct in 
the field, I judged that he w^as an uncommonly tit man for 
his duties ; at least ord^miily amiable in diH{>osition, and not 
pasaioimte ; but deliberate, watchful, and efficient. 1 thouglit 
he would be not only a good economist, but a firm and con- 
siderate officer or master. 

, If these women, and their children after them, were fJimp 
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naturally and necessarily to remain of the character and 
capacity stamped on their faces — as is probably the opinion of 
their owner, in ooAmon with moslj, wealthy South Carolina 
planters — I don’t knpw that they co^ld be much lees miserably 
situated, or guided more for their own good and that of the 
world, tluin they were. They were fat enough, and didn^t 
look OB if they were at all overworked, or Imrasscd by cares, 
or oppressed by a consciousness of their degradation. If that 
is all — as some think. 

Afterwards, while we were changing at a house near a 
crossing of roads, strolling off in the woods for a short dis- 
tance, I came upon two small white-top|)ed waggons, each 
with a pair of hor8i‘s€fee<ling at its |)olc ; near them wtis a (lull 
camp fire, with a Imkt^kottle and coffee-pot, some blankets 
and a chest u[K)a the groimd. and an old negro sitting uith 
his hc^tid bowed down over a meal sack, while a negro bc^y 
was combing liis wool with a common hoi'se-ciird. ** GockI 
evening, oiicle,” tMiid I, approaching them. ‘‘Good evening, 
sar,” he answered, without looking up. 

“ Where are you going ?” 

‘‘ Well, w© ain't gwine nowcr, master ; we s peddlin’ tobawo 
roim.” 

“ WTiere did you come from ?” ^ 

‘‘ From Rot'ikingham (^^oiinty, Norf Carlina, master.” 

“ How long have you lunm coming from there 

“ Twill l>e siwon we<^ks, to-morrow% sar, sin we leff home.” 

“ Have you most sold out 

“ We Imd a hundred and seventy-five boxes in both wag- 
gons, and we’s sold all but sixtyi ^ W’^aut to buy some tobacco, 
mastcsr (Looking up.) 

“ No, thank you ; 1 am only waiting here, while the ooacl 
changes. How much tobacco is there in a box ?” * 

** Seventy-fivo jKJund.” 

VOL. I. 
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“ Are these the texes ?” 

“ No, thoni is oiir provision lx>xos» master. Show de 
gemman some of dor tolmceo, dah.” (To the lx>y.) 

A couple of negroes hero juishcxI along near us ; the old 
man haihxl tJiom ; 

Ho dah» lK)ys ! Doan you wjuit to buy some backev 

No.” (DiX'idtHlly.) 

AVell, I'm sorry f(»r it.” (Repmiehfully.) 

Are you l)Ound launewanl, now ?” I askcnl. 

“No, master; wish me was; got to sell all our biekey 
fass; you don’t want none, mast<‘r, d<H?s you? Doan you 
tink it pretty fair tolsuro, sar? Juss try it : it’s right swwt, 
r(x;kon youll tind.” # 

“ I don't wish any, thank yon ; I never iLse it. Is your 
master with you 

“ No, 84ir ; he's gone across to Marion, to-day.” 

“ Do you like lx? tni wiling alMuit, in this way ?” 

“ Y€*s, master ; I likes it very well.” 

“ Ikdter than staying at home, eh ?” 

“ Wtdl, I likt*s my countr}' kdter dan dis; must mix dat, 
master ; lik<?s iny conntrj* Ijetter dan dis. Fse a nigger 
in my countr)', master.” 

“ Oh, you are a free man, are you! North (^irolimi is a 
lM?tter country tlian this, for frt^ij men, I Hup|K)se.” 

“Yes, master, I likiM my countr)' de Ix^st; I gets five 
dollar a month for (hit lx>y.” (Hastily, to change the 
Hubjix-t.) . 

“ He is your son, is he ?” 

“ Yes, sar ; he drives (hit wtiggou, I drives dis ; and I liaant 
seen him fore, master, for six wc^ks, till dis momin\" 

“ How were you sepamted 

We s<*paraUd six wo(4s ago, sar, and we agreal to meet 
here, hist night. We didn’, dough, till dis morain /’ ♦ 
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TUo old man 8 tone softened, and ho regarded his son with 
eamentru^ss. 

'Pairs, dough; wo was bofc heali, last night ; but I 
couldn’t find nra till dis mumin’. Dis inomin' some niggars 
tol(^ me dar war a niggtir cumjxjd off yandor in de wood ; and 
I kiH*w ’twas him, and I went an’ found him right off.” 

“ And what wages do you get for yourself?” 

“ Ten dulkrs a month, moshir.” 

'' That’s i)retty good wages.” 

Y(^, master, any iiiggar ciin get good wag(^ if he’s a 
mind t<» lx* iudnstrious, no matt<*r wcxlder he s slave or 

** So you don’t like this country as well as North Caro- 
lina ?” • 

No, nutster. Fac is, master, ’pars like wiU* folks doan’ 
ginenilly likt* niggars in dis countr}* ; day doan’ giiienilly 
talk so to niggars like as do in my eoimtrj' ; de niggars ain’t 
so happy heah ; ‘jw^ars like de wite folks was kind o’ diff*?rent, 
somehow. I doan’ like dis country so well ; my country suita 
me very well.” 

“ W(5ll, I’ve Ix'on thinking, niymdf, the niggars did not 
l<K>k HO Wfdl here as they <lid in North Carolimi and Virginia ; 
they >ire not so well clothal, and they don't apjaitir so bright 
as th(»y do there.” 

“ Well, master. Sundays dey is mighty W’ell clothai, dis 
country ; ’jHMirs like dent an t nolnKly kniks Ijetler Sundays 
dan d<‘y do. But Ijord ! Avorkiu’ djiys. mnxm like dey lioden 
no (lost* (ley could ktxtp on ’urn at all, master. Dej is a’mos’ 
nakal, wifii deys at work, some on ’em. Why, master, up in 
our country, do wite folks — why, some on ’em has ten or 
twelve niggiirs ; (h‘y dinin’ hev no real big plantation, like 
dey bis heah, hut some on ’em has ten or twelve niggars, may 
bet, and dey juss lives and talks along wid ’em; and dey 
treate ’urn most as if dem was dar own cMle. Bey doan* 

V 2 
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keep no niggars dey can’t treat so ; dey won’t keep ’em, won’t 
be bodorod wid ’em. If dey gets a niggar and he doan 
behave himself, ilay won’t keep him ; dey jnss tell him, sar, 
he mnst look up anudder master, and if he doan’ find hisself 
one, I tell ’ou, when de trader cum along, dey sells him, and 
he totes him away. Dey aUera sell off all do bad niggars out 
of our country ; dat’s de way all de bail niggar and all dem 
no-account niggar keep a cumin* down hoah ; dat’s de way 
on’t, imister.” 

“ Yes, that's tlie way of it, I anp[X)«e ; these lag plan- 
tations are not just the l)Ost thiirg for niggers, 1 wh) that 
plainly.” 

Mtister, von wiin't nii-st- in dis ci^nntiy, was ’oil ' ” 

“ No ; I came from the North.” 

“ I tort 80, sar ; I knew ’ou wan t one of dLs country jssiple ; 
’poared like ’ou was one o’ my c«>uiitiy janiple, way 'on talks ; 
and I loves dciii kine of jiooph'. Won't you take some 
whisky, sar ? Heali, you Iniy ! bring dat jug of whisky dah, 
out o’ ray waggon ; in Juh, — in dat lios under dem foildar.” 

“ No, don’t trouble yourself, I am very niuch ddigod to 
you ; but I don’t like to drink whisky.” 

“ Like to have you drink some, master, if you'd like it. 
You’s right welcome to it. ’Pwirs like I knew yon was one 
of my country jsyiple. Evw been in Greeusls)n>,’ master ? 
dat 8 in Ghiilford,'’ 

“ No, I never was there. I camo from New York, further 
North than your oiuntry.” . 

“ New York, did ’ou, master ? I hrserd New York was wdiat 
dey calls a Free State ; all de niggans free dah." 

“ Yes, that is so.” 

“ Not no slaves at all ; well, I expec dat’» a good ting, for 
all de niggars to be free. Oreensboto’ is a rij^t comely 
town ; tain't like dese heah Souf Gur’linc towns.” 
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I have heard it gpokeii of a» a beautiful towu, and there 
are some fine i)6ople ttiere.” 

“ Yea, dero’s Mr. , I knows him — he’s a mighty 

g(x>d mim.” 

‘‘ Do you know Mr. 

0 ym, sar, he*« a mighty fine man, he is, maeter ; ain’t no 
kind of nmn dan him.” 

“ Well, I must g*>, or the eoadi will k* kept waiting for me. 
(i(KKl**l>ye to yt)U.” 

Far well, mastfT, fjiFwell ; ’|>ears like it’s done me good 
to mi H man (hit « cum out of my country again. Far’wcdl, 
master.” 

Wo took sTij>jx*r at a neat log-cabin, Binding a short 
distance off the road, with a lienutifnl erergrivn oak, the first 
I liad in front of it. There was no glass in the 

windows, hut dmfwry* of white muslin n^tniiuKl the currents 
of air, and during the day would let in Hutlkueiit liglit. while a 
blazing w<MMl-fire U*th wanned and ligbhxl the room by night. 
A rifle and jK>wd(T-honi hung laxir the fire-j>lao<*, and the 
master of tin* house, a tine, hearty, comjwnionable fellow, said 
that ho hud lately shot thnx? deer, and tluit there wen^ ph>*^ly 
of aiU, and foxes, as well as turkeys, hares, twjuim^k, and 
other small game in the vicinity. It was a j)erfectly charm- 
ing little Ixickwoods farm-hou^e — g^nxi wife, supjier. and all ; 
Init one diwigrecjible blot darkened the otherwise most agree- 
able picture of rustic civilization — w^e were vraited u|K)n at 
table by two excessively dirty, alovenly-drosml, negro girls. 
In tlie rmx of the <?abm were two hovels, each lighted by large 
fires, and apparently crowded with other slaves belonging to 
the ikmilj. 

Between nine and ten at night, we reached the end of tho 
completed railroad, coming up in search for that m had left 
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the previiw nii^ht. There wjus another camp and fire of the 
workmen, and in a little whih? fnimt^-hous<.‘ we hmnd a com- 
pany of en^intXT8. There were twi> trains and hK*omotiv(‘8 tni 
the track, and n g>uig of negroid was Kaiding cotton iu(4> oik* 
of them. 

I otrolltHl off until I reached an openinj^^ in the wcxkIs, in 
which was a cotton-field and otmie nc^n>-i'ahins, and Ixwond 
it lari^e ginlkxl tre«y, anioiif^ wdhch w^ae two no^T<M»s with 
di^iT-s, Ittirkin^:^. yclpiui?, hacking, shnutiim, and whintlitijr, 
after V(H)ns and ’possums, lleturnin^ t4> the niilruad. 1 
found a comfortal^Ie, warm passrn;^^< r-eai\ and, wntjiptnl in 
Illy hlanket, went to Hh*4*p. At iaidni,;^lit I was awukemHl hy 
loud laughter, and, looking (ml, s^tw that tin* <‘f nr^Toes 
had inad<* a tin*, and were enjoyiii;^ a riirht na rry rej^ist. 
Sadd(iily, one niis^sl such a sound as I nover heard Udore ; a 
lont', loud, rnusi(‘al shout, risini: and fallinj!:;, and hniikinu" 
into falsetto, Lis voice rinpnj^ thnmoh tin* wfsnU in the i'lear, 
frosty night air, like a laigle-ndl. As he finisliHl, the uiehnly 
ms caught up hy another, and then another, and Ukui by 
sevenil in dborns. When there was sileiiee again, one of 
them cried oni, as if bursting ^vith amus**im*iit : “‘Did yer 
MJ€^ de dt»g ? — when I H-olnng, he turil roun* an’ lo<4 

me straight into di*r faci* ; Im ! \m ! ha !’’ and the wlK>le jiarty 
broke into the loinh^st jx-ids of laughter, m if it waa tin? vert 
best joke they had ever hciird. 

After a few minutes I could limr one urging the n«t to 
come to work aguiin, and so<>a ho Htepj>efi towards the cotton 
l)ales, atiying, ** dome, l)rf?dere.n, come ; let a go at it ; come 
now, c?oho! mU away ! (wUtMa^^dio-wcjeioh*)-! !” — and tlie raat 
taking it up aa Indore, ui a few moinenta they all liad their 
ahoxilders U) a Imle of cotton, and were ndling it up tlie em- 
bankment. 

About half-paat three, I was awakaued again hj tiid w histle 
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of the locomotive, aoRwcring, I suppose, the horn of a stage- 
coach, whicli iu a few laiuutea drove up, bringing a mail A 
negro imin and woman who luul been sltM^ping near me, 
replenished the tire ; two other paHHengers came in, and we 
started. 

In the wooda I saw a negro by a fire, wliile it wa« still 
night, shaving shingles very industriously. He did not even 
htop to lot^k at the iniiii. No doubt he was a slave, working 
by tiisk, and of his own HC<‘ord at night, tliat he might liave 
the more daylight for his own puqKmes, 

Tht^ negnK*s enjey fine hlaziiig fires in the opu air, and 
make them at every opjs»rtuiiity. The train on ihLs ro»id was 
jirovided witli a imui and umid-S4*n'ant U> aUend to the fire 
and wait on the passt*ng(*rs — a very gcw^nl nmmgement, by the 
way. Vet to lx* on our own long jmssi^nger trains. 

Wlien we arrival! at a junction wheny we were to (dninge cars, 
us s<K)n as all the {Missengers had left the train, tlnw also left ; 
hut iuHtewl of going int4» the statiuii-hoascf w*ith us, they im- 
nuHliately colli»<'t4sl some pine hmncln^ and chij>«, and getting 
a laund from the lo<‘om<dive, made a fire u|iOU the groimd, 
and seatfsl themscdves by it. Othtr negnK*s Wxm ln^gaii to 
join tliem, and as tliey apprt>ach(*d were ailhsl to : ** yer 
cum widotit Hom’ W(ks 1 ! Dtmu’ yer cum widout som’ wood !’* 
and (‘Very one had to make his contribution. At another 
place, near a cotton planktion, I found a woman collecting 
pine leav(is into h«Mij)s, to be carted to the cattl(*-pens. She, 
too, luul a fire mm her. “ What are you doing with a fire, 
aimty?'’ “Oh, jus’ to w^arm my haus wen dey gits cold, 
masHa.” The wcMiilier was then almost uncomfortably warm 
We were innning during the for©n(x)n, for a hundred miles, 
or more, in a southerly direction, on nearly a straight course, 
through about the middle of the State of South Carolina. 
The greater part of this distam^, the flat, sandy pbe hamna 
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contmneil, scarcely a f<x>t of grading, for many miles at a time, 
haring been reejuired in the construction of the railroad. As 
the swamps, which were still frequent, were crossed on piles 
and ti-essel-work, the rt>ads most have l»een built very cheaply 
— the land damages l»oing nothing. We pass^nl fn>m tlie 
track of one com}mny to tliat of another, several times during 
the day — the spoal was from fifteen to twenty milw an hour, 
with long stoppagi^s at the stations. A conducUw said they 
could easily nm forty miles, and ha^l done it, including stof^ 
pagt^ ; but tliey were forbidden novc to make fcist tiiiu , from 
the injury it did the road— the superstructure kung much 
more shiiken and lialdo to displa(*emeiit in light sands 
than on our Xorthern roiKls. The loc^omoiivt'S that 1 saw 
were all made in Philadelphia ; the cars wen* all from the 
Iliirtfonl, ConiL, and Worcfster, Maii., manufiu^toriea, and 
invariably, elegant i#nd a)inrort4ible. The roads mamed to 
be doing a heavy freighting busiu(?ss with C4)tton. We [>atiiod 
at the turn-outs half a do/xm tmiiis, with netirly a thousand 
Imles on each, but the iiuml)er of passengers was always small, 
A slave country cjui never, it is evident, furnish a |>8««e!nger 
traffic of much value. A majority of the passenger trains, 
wliich€ saw used in the Bouth, wore not paying for the fuel 
and wages exj)ended in miming them. 

For an hour or two we got alxwe the sandy zone, and into 
the second, middle, or “ wave ** region of the Stiite, The 
surface here was extremely undulating, gracefully swelling and 
dipping in bluSs and dells— ^he soil a mellow bmwn loam, 
with some indications of fertility, esp^iially in the valleys. 
Yet most of the ground was occupied by pine wrsxls (pro- 
l>ably old-field pines, on exhausted cotton-fields). For a few 
miles, on a gently sloping surface of the same sort of soil, 
there were some enormously large cotton-fields. 

I aaw women working again, in large gangs with men. In 
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one C1I80 they were distributing nninure — ditch gcrapings it 
appcjirod to })o — and the mode of opemtim was this : the 
manure liad been already carted into heaps upon the ground ; 
a numl>er of tlie woimm were carrying it in from the heiip in 
baskets, on tiieir heads, and one in her apron, and spreacliiig 
it with their hands iKstw^jen the ridges on which the cotton 
grew lust year ; the rest followed wth great, long-handicsrl, 
heavy, elamsylmtC, and pulled down the ridges over Um 
nmnur»% nuide new ridgcis for the next planting. I 

iisked^j^^ung phuiter who contimnid with me a good jmit of 
tlitf(ky, why they did not use ploughs. He siikl this was 
riither rough land, and a plough wcmlJn’t work in it very 
well. It was light S 4 iil, and smooth enough for a parade 
gnniud. The fact is, in certain jMirts of South Carolina, a 
plougli is yet an alm<»st unknown instrument of tillage. 

AlK)ut noon wi* turned* east, on a Irj^ ruuuiug direct to 
ClmrliSihm. Pine liarrens continued aluMating with swamp, 
with «^)mo cotU*n and (*orn fields on the tdges of the latter. 
A few the pimts were Ijoxtd ” for tuqK^ntine ; and I un- 
derstood that one or two companies from North Carolina had 
k^en o[x^rtttiiig hero for several years. Plantations were not 
very often 8 <*en along the road through the sand ; but statioils, 
at which cotton was stond and loiuling, were comparatively 
frequent. 

At one of tlie stations an empty car had \mu attached to . 
the tniin ; I had gone into it, and standing at one end of ^ 
it, when an elderly cmntrpimn with a young woman and 
three little children entered and took seate at tlie otlier. The 
old man hx>k out a n)ll of doerskin, in which were bank-bills, 
and some small oluuige. 

How much did he say ’twould be ?’’ he inquired. 

** Seventy cents.” 

** For both on us ?” 
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** For each on ns/' 

on m, I rwkon/' 

“ Keckon it s each/' 

‘‘Fve jess seventy-five cents in hard money/’ 

Give it to him, and tell him it s all yer "ot ; re<‘kon lie’ll 
let us go/’ 

At this I inove<l, to attnict their attention ; the oM man 
started, and hxtkiHl huvards me for ji moment, and said no 
more. I soon afterwards walkinl out on tlu* platform, }»aHsing 
him, and the conductor caine in, and collectHl their fare ; I 
then n^lurmnl, and sfinxl near them, hooking out of the 
window of the dtxir. The old man had a gmxl-lminoiin^l, 
thin, withered, very hn)\ni face, an<l there was a sfw'iiking 
twinkle in his eye. He was dresst d in ehdhes mneh of the 
Quaker cut — a hro4id-hrimnn‘fi. h»w hat ; white cotton shirt, 
ojXTi in front, and ^hout (Tavat, showing liis hair}* hrinist ; 
a long-skirt<xl, 8nufKdtHin‘tl emit, of vi ry coarsi.^ homespmi ; 
short tn.»users, of hrovni drilling ; nd wtK>llen sfix^kings, and 
hea\'y oow-liide shm*s. He presently asktd the time of 
day ; I gave it to him, and we cimtinutd in (xuiversiitkm. as 
follows : — 

“ Eight cold weather.” 

‘‘ Ymr 

*‘Oivine hi Branchville 
I am going lx*yond tliere — ti> Cliarh’^ton/’ 

Ah — cyjme from Hamhurg this moniin’?"’ 

<< No — fit>m beyond there.* 

“ Did ye ? — where ’d you come from ?*’ 

“ From Wilmiiighm/’ 

How long ycr Ixm cornin’ ?’* • 

** 1 left Wilmington night l)efore last, about ten o^ehw k. 

I have ij<5n ever since on the road/' 

“ lieckoii yer a night-bird/' 
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‘‘Wliat?" 

* ' you are a night-bird — what we calk a night- hawk ; 

kwpn a goiii’ at night, you know.’* 

“ Y(*h — rvo been going luont of two nighta.” 

Ihjttkon BO ; kindor red your eyes k. Live in Charleston, 
do ye ?” 

“ No, I live in New Yt^rk.” 

ii York— tbit 8 a giKnl warn, yet, ain’t it?” 

“ Yi*B. ” 

‘‘ U<‘<‘kou yer arter a cliicken, uj) here.” 

- No.” 

All, ha — nx*k<in ye* are.” 

The young woman laugln^^l, liftod her Hhoulder, and looked 
out of tlie window. 

“ Keek * *11 ye ll get BOnnkBlyB cbekeu.” 

“ I'm atniid not.” 

Thi‘ young woman laugheil again, luurtoRrte*! her hea<l. 

Oh, nrkou ye will — ah, bi ! Ihit yer miiatn’t mbd my 
fiui.” 

Ni»t at all, not at all. Where did you come from ?” 

*• rp heif/ to ; g’wine hum ; g wine to atop down 

hen\ nt'xt dir}>er. llow do you gj,), wen you get to 
CbirleBtim ?” 

“ I am going on to Now Orleans.” 

** 1h New York Ixyond New' Orhwm 
“ Ih^yoiul N(wv Origins ? Oh, no.” 

In New OrloauB, ist ? 

“Wbit?” 

** Now Y"ork is «omewhere in New Orleans, ain't it ?” 

No ; it’s ilia other ww — ^beyond Wilmington.” 

“ Oh ! Been pretty cold thaw ?” 

Yes ; there was a foot and a half of snow there, last 
week, I hear.” 
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“ Lord o’massy ! why ! Iwvo to feed all the cattle ! — whew ! 
— ha ! — whew ! don’t wonner ye com’ away.” 

“ You are a farmer.” 

» Yes.” 

“ Well, I am a farmer, hw.” 

“ Be ye — to New York ?” 

“ Yea ; how much land have yon Rot ?” 

“ A. hundred and twenty-five acres ; how much linve you 

“ J’jst ab<)ut the .same. What’s your land worth, here ?” 

“ Some ou’t — what wo call awamjy-land — kinder low and 
wet like, you know — tliat’s worth five dollars an acre ; and 
ni'unly it’s worth a dollar and a half or two dollars — tliat’s 
Ukin’ a common trac’ of upland. What’s yours worth ?” 

“ A hundred and fifty to two hundred dolkrs.” 

“ Wiiat !” 

“A hundred and fifty to two himdnsl.” 

“Dollars?” 

“ Ye«.” 

“ Not an acn? ?” 

“ Yes.” 

“ Good Lor^ ! yer might os well buy niggers to oust. Do 
YOU work an/niggeni ?” 

“No.” 

“ May bo they don’t have niggers — that is, slavra — to New 
York.” 

“ No, we do not. It’s against the law.” 

* “ Yea, I heerd 'twas, soitfe place. How do yer get yer 
work done ?” 

“ I hire white men — Irishmen generally.” 

“ Do they work good ?" 

“ Yea, better tlian ncgro««, I think, and don’t cost nearly 
as much ” 

“ What do yer have to give ’em ?” 
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“ Eight or nine dollars a month, and board, for common 
liaiula, by the year.” 

“Hi, Lordy! and they work np right smart, do they? 
Why, yer can’t got any kind of a good nigger lesa'n twelre 
dollars a month." 

“ And board ?” 

“ And board ’em ? yes ; and clothe, and blank, and shoo 
’em, too." 

Ho owned no negroes himsdf and did not hire any. 

“ They," his family, “ made their own <aap.” They raised 
maizf*, and sweet potatoes, and cow-peas. He reckoned, in 
general, they nunle about three barrels of maize to the acre ; 
sometimes, as much as five. He de«cril)ed to me, as a novelty, 
a plough, with “ a sort of a wing, like, on one side," that 
pushed off, and turned over a slice of the ground ; from 
which it appeared that he had, until it'cently, never seen a 
mould-lsard ; the common ph)ggh8 of this cxuiutr)' lieing con- 
structed on the same prirK-iples as tlioso of the Chiuestf, and 
ouly nxiting tlio ground, like a hog or a mole — not cleaving 
and turning. He hod never heard of working a plough lyith 
more than one horse. He was frauk and good-nilored ; em- 
bamuised bis daughter by coarse jokes al)Out herself and her 
babies, and asked me if I would not go home with him, and, 
when I declined, pressc'd me to come and see them when 1 
rotumiHl. That I might do so, he gave me directions how to 
got to his farm ; observing that I must start pretty early ini 
toe day — ^because it Would not be safe for a straiiger to try to 
cross too swamp after dark. The moment the train began to 
check its spee^l, before stopping at the place at whkh he was 
to leave, he said to his daughter, “ Come, gal ! quick now ; 
gather np yer pang ones !" and stopped out, poUi^ber «t %r 
him, on to to(5 platform. As they walked o^ I noticed 
be strode ahead, like an Indian or a gipsy ani she car* 
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ried in her onns two of the chUdron and a bundle, while the 
third child held to her skirts. 

A party of fivshionably-dressed pt>oplo took tlie train for 
Charleston — two families, apparently, retuniing fmm a visit 
to their phintations. They «uue to the station in haiulHomo 
coacbes. Some minutes l)t‘fore the rest, thert> entenxl the ear, 
in which I was thou again alone, and rt'clining on a Umch in 
the comer, an old nurse, with a Uihy, and two young negro 
women, having care of half a doz<m childniii, mostly girls, 
from three to tifteen yejirs of age. As they closed the dm)r, 
the negi\) girls jkx^med to resume a conversittion. or cpiarrel. 
Their language was h>ud mid <:d>seene, such as I never hmrd 
liefore from any but the most depniveil and la^astly wouum of 
the streets. Up»n olis4*rving me, they dropjxnl their voices, 
but not with any aj^pc^irance of shame, and continucHl their 
alterciition, until their mistresses entered. The white chil- 
dren, in the mean time, liad lisfrmxl, without any apjamninoc^ 
of wonder cy annoyance. TBe moment the ladies ofauied the 
door, tiiey Txxiime silent. ^ 

• ynm /**«/*, 1S55, — “ Child nw art of thf 

r«>mpfiny of mi only llw whown Mmn WAii#* Omhui A4'1 

jti^rfecliy lit ieawff, hul the of amnnAtum ar** on a lerel lAith thrir liipadty ; 

wh(l« til** fnmplff tnhsi, an*! Uie wjtrh «id iw> amf»n;;j nffgror*, 

lh« yoan*.; and the If, in ihia ttAjMJcialitrti, tin* 

‘■hild Tamil uif with mdehtati^, vul^Tir, att«i Im'ivioiH munniers and oui* 

vemlion, an impWi^jon is ntiid** tijwii th** mm<! ami hrart, which iMta for yeAm— 
}«frhafH for life, C<mM wc, i« all trace tiiltrU to tlK^ir real ealisMNi, 1 «lo«ht 
not hut many touri: men and <4 rc^iwtahl# arwl hn| 2 ;hlpro«|i«»S», 

who har^* mwtk AhljKWrt^rk of alt mrthly hope*, liarc kfeti hd to the t»t«i 

ftifp by th»‘ «e«l» of cof nipt JOB which, in llie day* of chiidhixHi and yontii, ww 
town iij liieir hearW hy the UMiidicsiie aynd huiciviouji mAiin€n «fid ronvfiiHitiaii of 
tlieir fiitbrr’* % 

Ftfm nn AiJlJrem Ch^tn/wWfr preptmi om/ rfodf Whn ik^ 

Sockt^j f>'^r t/u: LmminKj^ o/ I luitc wid the 

tendw ; of our iiHtiuifion i« to elevate Uw fetiuilc ebaweter, tt» well if tint of th<> 
other uei, for atmilur reaiom. 

** And, p«mit loc to *«j, tltat thti 4d«T»tc»a of iht feinalt chniictir I# no Ifsk 
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imporUat pi4 nsa^niki} to uk, thaa the toom) And mteUeetuii} enlUvation of the 
It woui<l» trKiee<l* hm intnlemblet iff when oiw; clati of lociety ift m^i*. 
fjirily thymletl in thk rei|»*»ct, no wen niAde by the eupcrjor eleva- 

tion end purity of tli«» other. Not only e^ieotfeif purity of eonduet. hut the 
utiiuni purity of mannetia And, I will odd, though it may incur the formidable 
i’luirgv of jilfectiiLion or pruKkry, a tjrmVrr o/ tAan i$ rr<jfmr(\i 

mxrmit'tj am inhj m, Alwayi« i^honld k* »trenuou»ly re**bted the at- 
tfuipt^, wiikh liiive i«orm*tiine# been maiJe, to intitiduce among u# the Ireoiom of 
ikr»>ijpj« Knrt>p«*i!Ui, anti, of contmeutal luaimen. Let ll» *«y : we will 

iKit ktv-‘ mktmtix^rn of Smth t'arohna ehauged.*^ 
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CHAPTER VL 

SOXrrH CAnOLINA and OEORGIA, BfliVKYEI). 

Savannah. — WTiile riding, in the Buburte, I aim<‘ 

upon a »qiiiire tieM, iu the midst of an iq^en piiio-wood, par- 
tially iucloBotl with a tlilaj>i(hit(\l w'lMnlen paling. It provai 
to Ije a gnive-yartl for liegrot*^. Dismounting, and faakuiing 
my horse to a gak^p»Ht, I walked in, and foand much in the 
monuments to iiitert*Ht me. Some of tlieae tirere mm? biUi4a 
of wood, others wen^ of brick and marble, and some wore 
piece's of phmk, cut in tlie ordinanr form of tomb-aUmes. 
Slany Ikmily-lote were incloof*d with railings, and a few' 
flowers or evergreen shnilw had mmviirnm bcsm planted on 
the graves ; but tbe8<? were gf.*nerally broken down and with- 
ered, and the ground was overgrown with weesk and briars, 
I sfwmt «ome time in examining the ims^riptiona, the greater 
num})er of w'hich were atidmtly jiainted liy «Jf-taught negroes, 
and were cnrionaly illastrative lM»th of Uieir condition and 
diameter. I timairilied a few of tham, m literally aa py- 
ribie, as follow : 

-HACKED 

TO THE MEMORY 
OF IIEKKV. (#n?ve, tea 
Di«W jAfO ASY la ISiS 

A«<i ur 
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BALDWIXO 
lu nm of CfiARUEfl 
who dit-a KOV 
20. Thk l^iO 

agod C2 aro tho 

dear! who dieih 
in the lx>Bii 
Kvi'ii KKi «iid 

th< 8IN‘rit. For 
tho From 
Thair ” 

[The remamded' rottcxl off.] 


•OKAU 
WIFK OF 
.TAMKH DK Ml Ua 
BOKN lgl4 DIED 1852.’* 


Jo M«*mr 

y. < 

Bf a) 
giuo 
-t . Ihira 
Angu»l 
20 and 
ait'll oc 
UAn r 20 1852 

( Tlie followm|( on marlde. J 

*• '\’o roodtd tlio worth tkh lity an<l virim‘of Roymdda Watta, ^who died on 
tijf 2d <hiy of Blay 18211 at the of 24 yt^ani, in pvutg birth to her 3d 
child 

“ Brand from infuncy by nu a0«*etional*‘ and trail <d by her in 

thi* paiha of virtue, Hlie waa ilrh'tly tiitiml in her de^K»rtiuenb faithful and 
<levottd in Iht duly and heart and iwul a 

[Sand drifted over the remainder.] 

There were a few oUierw, of similar character to the abowe, 
erecUxi by white® to Uie memory of favourite servants. The 
folloTftTng was on a krge brick tomb :7— 

**Thi« tuhlft h cj^fecttd to record the demiic of Bev. fllSHE? 
CDNNlNGUABf, Founder and nulMoqmmt paator of the 2d 
Church for SS yoaiii, who yielded hin ipirit to ita uiaiter tht 22 dt Mmll 
1842, aged 83 jcaiB.** 

Ton. n Q 
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[Followed by an inscription to the memory of Mrs. Cim- 
Bingham.] 

“This vault ia croct^jd by the 2d Alrican Church, as a token of 
respect/’ 

The following is npon a large stone table. The reader will 
observe its date ; but I must add that, while in North Caro- 
lina, I heard, of two recent occsamons, in which public religious 
servic^es had been interrupted, and the preachera — very esti- 
malde coloured men — publicly whipjxxl. 


** Sacred to the memory of Andrew Brian of 1st c<»Um d Ik|»ttst 

church in Havanimh. (to^l wwi Pteas^^ to lay lus horuntr near his heart 
and impreas Uie worth and weight of ufwm his mind that he was eon- 
strained to Preach the (iosjad to dieng world, j«ii-licularly t*» the sable 
sons of afrioa. though he under many di^vidvantagt' yet thotight 

in the school of Chrii^t, he was aide to bring out new and old out of iliO 
treasury And he has done nu^re pKid atnong the jMM»r tdaves tiu&n all Uic 
leam^nl Doctors in America, He was im {>riiw>ntMl f«>r the (bwipcl witl^t 
any oon^mony w&a s<‘V» rely whip{>^'d. But while under the lash he lohi 
his proacciitor he rejoiml not only to Ih 3 whipfa'd but h<a was wUtifi|||f for 
to sufier death fur the cauiO’ of CHIUHT. 

**He continued preaching Uie (tcw»|»el until fk’t 6 1S12, Ho was 
sup{K«S(Hl to l)e dt> years of age, his rcroniiitt were inUrd witli p^tfUliar 
ro«p4.^ct an addr» ss wjis d» Vivi red by the H<itv. Mr Jolmshin Dr. Koiluck 
Thomas W’illiai^ and Henry Ctirmingham He was an honmir to human 
nature an ornament to rtdigion anri a friend to imuikiud. His memory Is 
still precious in the (hearts^ of tlie lining. 

** Afiliotsd long be hnn the rod 
With calm s phroiwBoo to his maker God. 

His mind was traoquH and scrent 
No terrors in hit lookt was m*n 
A SAViorns smile dispelled the gloom 
And smoothed the pamage to the tomb. 

“ I beard a voice ftxm Haaven saying unto inn, Write, BlMsd sr© the 
dead which die in the Ixird from henceforth ! Y«ni saith ^ %lrit timt 
they may rest from the lahonra. 

•* Tliis stone is erectcHl by tlie First Colored ChiifCh as a lokstt of love 
tor their most toitMui pastor. A. D. 1821.*' 
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Tlanhiim, Ftimmry — . I left town jresterfay morning, 
on borseljftck, with a letter in my pocket to Mr. X., under whose 
roof I am now writing. The weather was fine, mi, indeed, 
3 ince I left Virginia, the weather for ont-of-door pnrjKwea 
has been as fine as can be imagined. ^The exercise of wallr* 
ing or of riding warms one, at any time between sonrise and 
sunset, sufiicicntly to allow an overcoat to be dispenmid with, 
while tlio air is yet brisk and stimulating. The pnblic- 
\m\im are overcrowded with IJortheniers, who''< 5 poagratulate 
tliomsidv^att on b&ving e8caj>ed from the severe cold, of which 
they h<?iir from home. 

All, however, who know the connfry, out of the large 
towns, miy that they liave suffered more £n>m cob! her© tlian 
ever at the North ; Kxsause, except at a few first-class hotels, 
and in the lxdh*r sort of mansions and plantation residences,^ 
any pnivision for k<*<>ping houses warm is so entirely nc*glected. 
It is, indwb too C4»ol to sit quietly, even at midday, out of 
sundiine, and at night it is often frosty. As a general rule, 
with such ex<»eptious os I have indit!ated, it will be full two 
hcvMp atlUT OIM4 has a«k«l for a fire in liis rcx)m Imfore the 
sekraitts can got to luako it. The exjxdient of cWing a 
door or window t^) exidude a draught of cold aii; seems really 
to l>e im.kno\vn to the negroes. From the time I left Rich- 
mond, WitU I arrived at Charleston, I never but once knew a 
servant to close the door on leading a room, Unless he was 
requested at the moment to do so. 

The public houses of the smaller towns, and the country 
houses generally, are so lf>osely built, and so rarely havQ un- 
broken glass windows, that to eit by a fire, and to avoid re- 
maining ill a draught at the same time, is not to be expected. 

As the numl>er ol Northexners, and*espcc!iaUy of invalida, 
who come hither in winter, is every year increasing, more com- 
fortable accommodations along the line of travel must foon he 

Q 2 
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provided ; if not by native, then by Kortliem enter[)ri«e. 
Some of the hotels in Florida, indeed, ai'e already, I uiide^r- 
stand, imiler tlie niiinagement of Northeraers ; and this 
winter, ctK}ks and waiters have been prcKHinnl for them from 
the Nortli. I olim^ve, also, that one of tliein advertises that 
meats and vcgetiibles are receiwHi by every sU^amer from New 
York. 

WTienever cH)mfortalJe quarters, and in(Wis of (conveyance 
are extensively provided, at not inun(xh*rateIy grait ex]M»iiHe, 
there must 1*6 a gn^at mignition here wnter. The 

climate and the winery, as w*ell as tlu* soruety of tlie more 
wejilthy pknters’ tkmilies, tire attractive, not iiniilidsahaie, 
but even more to men and women who are able to (*njoy in- 
vigorating nrreatioiis, Nowhert* in tbe world (’oiild a nuui, 
with a sound body and a (piiet coruxienee, live m(»re plea- 
santly, at hast as a guest» it s(*ems to m(% than liere where I 
am. I was awakem^l tins morning by a servant making a 
fire in my cbiinU r. Ojaming the window, I found a clear, 
brisk air, but without frost — tla* merciirv* standing at 35 P, 
Thm* was not a sign <»f winter, (‘xcrept that a fewcy]»refss 
hung with attaclu^il to pretty |xmdalons tasmds, wen* leaf- 
less. A gnjve which sumnuided tlie h«uis<rt wns all in dark ver- 
dure; theit? were gix*en (»iiing(*s on tnx-w nmrer th(c window ; 
the buds were swelling on a ji^nuine-vinf% and a5minlx,cr of 
camelia-japmiais were in full bhxim ; one of them, at h*ast 
seven fo:*t high, and a large (c«»m|«u‘t shrub, must liav*» had 
several hundr(xl blossoms on it. Sj^irrows W(jre chir|iiiig, 
doves cwing, and a mocking-binl whistling loudly. I walked 
to the stable, and s«iw clmn and iimtly-dressid m.cgroi^ groom- 
ing Uiorough-bred horsas, whieb {Miwcd the ground, and toas^ 
their hefuls, and drew dix^p inspirations, and danced as they 
were led out, in exuhmiee of animal spirits ; and I felt as they 
did. We drove ten mile#* to church, in the forenoon, with the 
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carriBge-top thmwn Ijaok, and with onr overcoata kid aaide ; 
nevcrthelejw, when we returned, and came into the hoime, we 
found a crackling wood fire, as comfortable aa it wa« checirful. 
Two lada, the Rons of iny hosi^ had returned the night k^fore 
from a ** nuirooning j»artY,’* with a liottt-loa<l of Tenison, wild 
fowl, and fish ; an<l at dinner this evening there were delicaciai 
whi(*h lire to be had in jM:jrf([^<’tion, it is said, nowhere eke than 
on this coast. The w(Hk1s and waters aromul us abound, not 
only with game, but with aMlit interesting subjwta of oliecr- 
vation to tlie natumlist and the artist Everj'tliing encouragCB 
cheerfulness, and invitis to lu^ilthful life. 

Now to think km' ja?«ijde are kikiiig in their oven-bouMCS 
at home, or waddling out in the d^y^p snow or mud, or across 
the froz(*n iuts, w’nippcid up to a Falstaflian rottmdity in 
flannels and furs, one am but wonder tluit tliose, who liave 
means, Ht4iy there, any more than these stay here in summer ; 
and that my host Yould no more tliink <»f doing ilian the 
w’ild-gcHwe. 

But I must tell how I got here, and what I saw by the way. 

A narrow kdt of cloanHl land — ‘^vacant lota” — only 
separated the town fnmi the j>ine>forest — that great broad 
forest which extends uninterniptedly, and merely dotted 
with a few small a>m and adtou fields, from Dekware to 
Louiskm 

Having some doubt akmt the road, I asked a direction of a 
man on hors<d«i<!k, who ovf*rt4)ok and was passing me. In 
reply, he said it was a straight road, aiid we shmld go in 
comimny for a mile or two. He inquired if I was a stranger ; 
iind, when he luiard tliat I was from the North, and now first 
visiting the South, he remarked that timre wa» no better 
place for me to go to than that for which I had inquired. 
Mr. X, was a very fine man— rich, got a splendid plantation, 
lived well, had plenty of company always, and tiiere weiw i 
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nomber of other show plantations near his. He reckoned I 
wonld Tisit some of them.” 

1 asked what he meant by " show plantations.” “ Planta- 
tions belonging to rich people,” he said, “ where they had 
eveiything fixed np nice. There were several places that had 
that name ; their owners always went ont and lived on tliem 
part of the year, and kept a kind of opeit honse, and w«re 
always ready to rt'ceive company. Ho reckoned I might go 

and stay a month round on them kind of places on 

river, and it would not cost me a cent. They jilways ha»l a 
great many Northerners gating to see them, tliose gentlemen 
had. AJmost every Northerner tliat came hero was in%'ited 
right out to visit some of thorn ; and, in summer, a good many 
of tlicm went to the North tliemselvee.” 

(It was not till long albaTvaifU, long after tlie above para- 
graph WB-s firat printed, tlwt I fully ci>m[)re]ii!ndeil the aignifi- 
cmce of the statement, that on the show plantations it would 
not cost me a cent.) 

Boring the forenoon my n^d coutinnfxl broad and atnigbt, 
and I was told tliat it was the chief outlet and ttHHoaghilare 
of a very extensive i^caltuml district. There waa wary 
little land in cultivation within sight of the road, however ; 
not a mile of it fenced, in twenty, end the only bouses were 
log-cahius. The soil vaned from a coarse, dean, yeBow sand, 
to a dark, brown, sandy loam. There were iudicaticins that^ 
much of the land had, at some time, been under cultivatimi — 
had Ijeen worn out, and deserted. 

long teams of moles, drivmi by nc^i^roes, toiled slowly 
towards the town, with loads of rice or cotton. A stage- 
coach, with six horses to drag it through the beevy road, 
covered me, as it passed, with dust ; and once or twice, I met 
a stylish carriage with fasbioiudjly'clad gentlemen and ladiei, 
and primly-Iiveried negio-servauta ; but much the grcatoit 
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trafile of the road was done by one-hoise carts, driren by 
white men, or women. 

These carts, all bat their wheels, which come frmn the 
North, look as if they were made by their ownere, in the 
woods, with no better tools than axes and jack-lauTes. Very 
little iron is naed in their construction ; the different parts 
being held together by w<M)den pins, and lashings of hide. 
The harness is made chiefly of ropes and ondressed hide ; 
but there is always a high-peaked riding-saddle, in which the 
driver preiers to sit, rather than on lus cart. Once, I met a 
woman ruling in this way, with a load of children in the cart 
behind her. From the axle-tree often hung a gourd, or an 
iron kettle. Ono man carried a rifle on his pommel. Some- 
times, these carts would contain a single bale of cotton, more 
commonly, an a8sort<*d cargo of maize, sweet potatoes, poultry, 
giuae, hides, and peltry, with, aluays, some bandies of cora- 
leavfM, to be fed to ilie horse. Women and children were 
oiten [tassoiigers, or travelled on foot, in company with the 
carta, which were dually foraislied \t4tli a low tilt. Many of 
them. 1 found, luul bofoi two or three days on the road, 
briugiug down a little crop to market ; j|hule iamihea coming 
with it, to get rcuiothed with the proceed. 

The mcm with the carta were generally slight, with high 
cheek-bones and sunken eyes, and were of less than the usoai 
stature of the Anglo-Saxon race. They were dresBed in 
long-skirted homespon coats, wore slouched hats, aud heavy 
luHits, outside their trousers. As they met me, they usuallj 
bowed, and often ofiered a remark upon the weather, or tlm 
roads, in a bold, but notuncourteous manner— showing thmn- 
selves to he, at least, in one respect, better off than the 
majority of European peasants, whose educated servility of 
chametw rarely &il9 to manifest itael4 wh«> they meet a 
well-dressed stranger. 
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The household markete of most of the Soutliera towns seem 
to be mainly supplied by tlie j)oor country people, who, 
driving in this style, bring all sorts of produce to exchange 
for such small stores and articles of apparel as tliey must 
needs obtain fix)m the slio|)s. Sometimes, owing to tlie great 
extent of the hack coimtry fiom whicli the supjdic^s are 
gathered, they are offered in gr(?at abiuiJance and \iiriety : at 
other times, from the want of regular market-men, there will 
be a scarcity, and prices will be very high. 

A stiunger cannot but oxpn^ss sur[>rise and annwment at 
the appearance and manners of thm* countrj^ tniffiekc^rs in the 
market-place. The “ wild Irish hanlly diffi^r more, fnun 
tlie English gentrj^ than these rustics from the r class 
of planters and to\\Tis-ix\)j)lc, with whom the tmvcller more 
commonly comt^ in contact Their language (»ven is alm(]ist 
incomprehensible, and mms exctsHlingly droll, to a Nortliera 
man. I have found it quit? iinjK>ssible to rt*j>ort. it. I ahidl 
not soon forget the figure of a little old white woman, wear- 
ing a man H hat, smoking a pijH?, driving i little black bull 
witb^ reins ; sitting hers€*lf }»olt upright, upon the axle-tree 
of a little truck, on |^ch she was tvduming from market. I 
was riding with a gemleinan of tlie town at the time, and, as 
she bow€*d to him vnth an expresnian of ineffable fM‘.lf-aaikfac!- 
tion, I asked if be knew her. He Irnd known her for twenty 
years, he said, and until ktely she luul always come into town 
alxmt once a week, on fxit, bringing fowls, eggs, )x>t^toes, or 
herlis, for sale in a liasket. Tlie bull she had protebly picki«d 
up astray, when a calf, and ^^arc^d and broken it h<»n«df ; and 
the cart and liamess she Tiad made herself ; but ho did not 
think anyliody in the land felt rk*her than aho did now, or 
prouder of her establishment. 

In the aftcTuoon, I left tlie main road, and, towards night, 
reached a much more cultivated district. The forest of pines 
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still extoiidad uiunterrupUdly on ono side of the way, but on 
the other was a oontinucid succcjssion of very large fields, of 
rich dark mdl— oridently reclaimed Hwamjvland — which had 
been ciiltivattxi the previous year, in Sea Island cotton. Be- 
yond thorn, a flat snrfiice of still lower land, witli a silver 
thrcjad of water curiing through it, extmhxl, Holland-like, to 
tire horizon. Usually at m gnait a distance as a quarter of a 
mile from the roiul, and from half a mile U) a mile aimrt, were 
tlu? rtvsidona^s of the phmters — white hoiwes, with groves of 
evergnH*u tncs alxmt th»?m ; and lM?twtx?n these and the road 
were little villag<« of slavt»-<‘ahuis. 

My dinx’titms not having k-cn sufficiently explidt, I rode 
in, hy a privafi* lane, to one of tli«*s(‘. It consist4d of some 
thirty matly-w'hitewaslHxI cottage’s, with a broad avenue, 
plantixl with Pri<hwif-Uhina tT<x^ b Iwh^i them. 

The cot tagt*s were fmim^l buildings, kjardtxl on the outside, 
witfi shingle rrs)fs and bru’k chimneys ; they stood fifty ftxjt 
apart, with ganlens and pig-yards, encJonwxi by palings, 
lxjtw(x*n them. At f»ne, which was t*ridently the “sick 
honmv” or hmjutal, there wen* s«*veral negri^i^ of both scqses, 
WTiippd in blankets, and rtvlining on ^e door sti'pg or on 
the ground, basking in the mmshine. Borne of them lot^ked 
ill, hut all werr* chatting and huighiiig as I nxle np to make 
an inquirj*. I Imrutd that it was not the plantation I was 
intending to visit, ami nx>‘iv(sl a dinxdion, as usual, so in-* 
distinct and incomx^t that it led me wrong. 

At another plantirtion which I soon afterwards nwffied, I 
found the ** settlement armngtxl in the same way, the cabins 
only kfing of a slightly different fom. In tlui middle of one 
row was a well-houso, and opposite it, on the other row, was a 
mill-house, with stones, atwliich the negroes grind their com. 
It is a kind of pestle and mortar ; and I was informed after- 
wards that the negroes prefer to take their allowance of com and 
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erftck it for themselves, rather than to receive iiwjal, because they 
think the milI~grouiid meal does not make as sweet bread. 

At the head of the si^ttlement, in a giaden hx>kiug down the 
street, was an overseer’s house, mid here the road divided, 
running each way at right angles ; on one sidt) to bams and 
a landing on the river, on the other tovvai'd the mansion of 
the proprietor. A negro boy opnod tlie gate of the hitter, 
and I entered. 

On either side, at fifty feet distant, were rows of old live (mk 
trees, their branches and twigs slightly hung with a delicate 
fringe of gniy moss, and their dark, shining, gra^i foliage, 
meeting and intermingliug natnmUy Init deim*ly *kVt»rhead, 
The sunlight streamed through, and played aslant the lustroua 
leaves, and fluthiring [H-nJuIous unws ; the arch was low and 
broad ; the trunks were huge and giuirhsl, and then* was a 
heavy groining of strong, rtmgh, kn»>tty, hnuiehes. I shipped 
my hors4} and held my brt*jith ; I thotiglit of old Kit North « 
rhapsody on tn‘es ; and it was no rhapiwKly — it was all here, 
and real : “ Light, sluuJe, shelkrr, cooInesH, freshms^. muste, 
dew, and drmms dropjiing through their miibruge<.>ws ti^di%ht 
— drojiping direct, soft, swt*ei, soothing, and rtaitomtive from 
hetaven.” 

Alas ! no angtds ; only little blai k liabios, toddling about 
with an old(T child or two to watch them, otrcupietl the akla. 
At the npfer end was the owner s mansion, with a cireukr 
court-yard anumd it, and an irregular {^kutatiiin of groat 
trees ; one of tlie oaks, as I afterwanls h«irued, seven feet in 
diameter of trunk, and ^veriiig with its hmnchitoi a eirdte of 
one hundred and twenty feet in diamekr. As I approached 
it, a smart mrvmt came out to take my horse. 1 obtained 
from him a diiection to the raaidena^ of ilw gcmtknian I was 
sijarching for, and rode away, gkd that I hi^ stumbled into 
so chaming a place* 
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After riding a few miles further I reached my destination. ' 

Mr. X. has two plantations on the river, besides a large 
tmct of poor pine forest land, extending some miles back 
upon the upland, and reaching above the malarious region. 
In the upper part of tliis pine land is a house, occupied by 
his overseer during tihe malarious season, when it is dangcsrous 
for any but negroes to remain during the night in the vicinity 
of tlie swamps or rioc^fiidds. Even those few who have been 
bom in the region, and have grown up subj€«t to the malaria, 
are said to Ix) generally weakly and short-lived. The negroes 
do not eujuy as good hoaltli on rice {xlautaiions as elsewhere ; 
and the gmit45r difficulty with which thnr lives are preserved, 
tlirough ini'aucy asjKeially, shows that the subtle poison of 
the miasma is not iimotuious to them ; but ^Ir. X. boasts a 
steady incmaHe of his negro sk^rk, of five j>er cent, fier annum, 
which is better tlian is averaged on the pkutatious of the 
interior. 

The plantation wliich contains Mr. X.s winter residence has 
but a snuill extent of riot? land, tlie greater j>art of it being 
reelainiiid upland swamp soil, suitable for the culture of Sea 
Inland cotton. The otbi?r plantation contains over five 
bimdred otTos of ri(?e-laud, fitted for irrigHtiun ; the re- 
mainder is luiuKtuilly fertile reclainuvl upland swamp, and 
some humlrod at*njs of it are cultivakd for maize and Sea 
Island aitton. 

There is a nogrt> settlement ” on each ; but both planta- 
tions, altliottgh a mile or two apart, are worked together as 
one, undcT one overseer — the liantk being draftal from one 
to anotiier as tlieir kbour is required. Somewliat over seven 
hundred acm are at tlie present time imder th^ plough in the 
two pkutatious; the whole niunber of negroes is two 
hundred, and they are recktmed to be equal to about one 
hundred prime hands — an unusual strength for that number 
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of all classef^. The ovemxT lives, in winter, near tlio settle- 
ment of tlio larp;er plantation, Mr. X. near that of the mnallor. 

It is an old family (estate, iiiherit(xl by BIr. X. s wife, who, 
with her children, were lx)m and brou^dit np upon it in close 
intimacy vrith the ne^m^, a large j)ropoiiiim of whom were 
also included in her inheritance, or Irnve since lH»rn ujkui 
the estate. Mr. X. hiiuJsdf is a New England fanner^s son, 
and Ims Ix^^en a siiecmsfiil merchant and manufacturer. 

The ]mtrian?hal institution should Ix^ S4 h*u here under its 
mast favoumble aspects; not only fnmi the ti<‘s of lung 
family association, C4>mnu»u traditions, common memories, 
and, if ever, conimo» interests, Ixdwetm the sluvts? and their 
rulers, but. aki. from the pnictieal Ulent for organization 
and almiiiistnition, gainal among tlie rnggfsl fields, the eom- 
plicated looms, and the ex^iet and (*ompn*heiisive counting- 
honstM of New England, which dirnds the lal»our. 

The hous(**st»rvants are more iiitelligfuit, understiind and 
ptTfonn their duti<ss Ixdter, and are more aj»propriat4dy 
dn‘ssed, than any I have M(m\ The laljour rftpimxl 
of them is light, and tliey are treaU»<l with much more con- 
sideration for their hftiilth and comfort than is usually given 
to that of fret* domestics. They live in brick cabins, adjoining 
the* house and sUd>les, and one of these, into which I have 
l<x»ked, is neatly and mmfortably funiishod. 8t>veml of the 
housti-servants, as is usual, are mulattoes, and good-looking. 
The muJattot^ are genenilly preferred fi»r ia-dooroompatiott«. 
Slaves brought up to hmise-work drcaiid h) be employed at 
field-labour ; and those accnstomtsl to the oomjMnitively mn- 
eonstrairnd life of the negro-sett lenient, detast tiie cfcie 
control and careftd movements rixjuiredof the lK>iis<M»er?a»te 
It is a punishment for a lazy field-hand, to employ him in 
menial duties at the hrmse, as it is to set a sneaking sailor to 
do the work of a cabin-sawaat ; and it is ecjmlly a painrft- 
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ment to a neglectful house-servant, to banish him to the field- 
gangs. All the household ecx)nomy is, of course, carried on 
in a style appropriate to a wealthy gentleman’s residence — 
not more so, nor less so, that 1 observe, than in an establish- 
ment of similar grade at the North, 

It is a custom with Mr. X., when on the estate, to look 
mch day at all the work going on, inspect the buildings, 
lx>ats, einljaukments, and sluic(?-ways, aiid examine the sick. 
Y<^t(*nhiY I ac‘4!omjmuiixl him in one of theses daily rounds. 

After a rsh* <*f w*v<*nil miles ilirougli the woods, in the rear 
of tlie plantations we mme to liis largpsst negro-settlement. 
There wjis a stmd, or common, two htmdrrd fe4*t wide, on 
which the cabins of tlie negnx'S fronteil, Etich cabin was a 
fnmitd building, the walls lic»ardtxl and whitewashed on the 
outside, kthfd and jdistennl witlun, the roof shinglKl ; 
fi>rtY-tw<> fix't long, twentVHfine ftH*t wide, divided into two 
family tencnients, iwrh twiuity-one by twenty "<»ne ; ench tene- 
ment dividtsl into Uircs? — one, tin* coiiniiun housi hold 

apartment, twe*nty-one by Urn : wich of the others (Ixd- 
rcHuns), ten by U*n. Tlien* vcm a brick fire-place in the 
middle of tht* long sitle of living nnim, the chimneys 
rising in one, in the middle of the nK)f. lieakk^ these 
rooms, (*a<*h tenement bid a cock-loft, ent4‘nHl liy stejis from 
tlie household room. Each tenement is occupitxl, on an 
avenige, by five persons. There wer<» in them clom ts, with 
hn^ks and kev's, and a varying quantity of rude furiiituTi^* ikeh 
cabin stiiod two huiulnd from the n<‘xt, and the street in 
front of them bung two himdred ftxd- wide, they were just 
that distorw apart mch way. The people were nearly all 
aljsent at work, and had locked their outer doors, taking the 
keys with tliem. E»ch aibin lias a front and l)ack door, and 
each room a wndow, closed by a wtxxlen shutter, swinging 
outward, on hinges. Betwoim each tenement and the next 
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homte, is a small piece of ground, inclosed with palings, in 
which are coops of fowl with chickens, hoTels for nests, and 
for sows with pig. There were a great many fowls in the 
street. Tlie negrws’ swine are allowed to run in the wcsxls, 
each owner having his own distinguished by a peculiar mark. 
In the rcsar of the yards were gardens — ^a half-acre to each 
family. Internally the cabins ap}K*ared dirty and disonlered, 
which was niiher a plaiaant indication that their home-life 
was not much interfered with, though I found certain police 
regulations were enfon^ed. 

Tlie cabin nairest the overaet^r’s house w^as used m a 
nursery. Haring driven up to this, Mr. X. inqnin^rl first of 
an old nurse how the children wen> ; wliether there had Wii 
any birtks smce his last visit; s|)oke to twi> convakw»nt 
young mothers, who were lounging on the fl4X>r of the 
]>ortico, with the childnm, and then asktxl if there were any 
sick j>eople. 

Xobxly, oney dat lx)y, Sam, »ar,’^ 

Wliat Sam Is that ?’* 

Dat little Sam, sar ; Tom’s Sue’s &un, sar.” 

Whats tlie matter with liim ?” 

Don’ ’sp^v dere 8 noting much de matter wid him now, 
gjir. He came in iSa’<ly, complainin’ he Innl d<‘ stotiwh-ache, 
an’ I gin him some ile, aar ; sjxc he mus’ k* well, dis time, 
but he din go out dis momin’.” 

Well, 111 see U> him.’’ 

Mr. X. went to Tom’s Sue’s csliin, looked at the boy, and, 
concluding tliat he wai well, though he lay abfxU and pre- 
tended to cry with pain, ordercxl him to go out to work. 
Then, meeting the overseer, who wan juat riding away, ow 
some Imsiness of the plantation, he remain^ srune ttine in 
ccmversatkin with him, while I ooeupied mysdlf in makitig a 
sketch of the nursery and street of tlm settkoient in loy 
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note-book. On the verandah and the ateps of the nursery, 
there were twenty-seven children, most of them inlante, that 
had been left there bj*^ their mothers, wliile they were working 
their hisks in the fields. They pn»bably make a visij; to them 
once or twice during th6 *^day, to nurse them, and recjeive 
them to take to their cabins, or where they like, when they 
have finiahi^ their tasks-— genemlly in the middle of the 
fiftemoon. The older children were fod with porridge, by the 
gcnenil nurse, A imml>er of girls, eight or ten years old, 
were occupial in liolding and tending the youngest infants. 
Those a little older — the crawlers— wen^ in the |>en, and 
those big enough to to<ldie were playing on the steym, or 
ljefor<" tlie liO!is<». Stuue of these*. \^ith two or tlirw bigger 
on<«, were singing and dancing alxwit a fire tlxat they had 
made on the ground. Thc?y weit* not at all disturkxl or in- 
tcTrupbxl in their amusement hy Um* pnwuT <»f tlieir ownar 
and At twelve* y<«irs of age, the children are first put 

to regular field- wt>rk ; until then no lnl»our is mjuirxMl of 
them, excf»f)t. j«>rhaps, w'^tsionally they are charged with 
Hf)rae hght kind of duty, such as frightening birds fn>m coni. 
When first «<*iit to the field, one qmirter of an abkvkidied 
laiiids days work is ordinarily allotfid to them, as their task 
From the s*?ttlement, we drove t4> the ** mill ” — not a 
flouring mill, though I lx*lieve there is a rim of shmes in it^ — 
but a monster barn, with more extensive and better niachinory 
for threshing and storing riee, driven by a steam-engine, tlian 
I have ever seen usal for grain Imfore. Adjoining ♦he mill- 
house were shops* and sheds, in which blacksmiths, car- 
pmters, and other m(H;lmnics — all slaves, klonging to Mr. X. 
— were at work. He callt^d my attention to the excellence 
of their workmanship, and said that they exercised as much 
iugenuity and skill as the ordinary mechames tlmt he was 
tiaed to employ in New England. He pointed out to me 
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8om« carpeiitiBr*8 work^ a iMurt of which had been executed hy 
a New England tneclianie, and a part by one of his own 
hands, which indicated that the latter W'as the better 
workman/ 

I was gratified by this, for I had been so often told, in 
Virginia, by gentlemen tuixious to convince me that the negro 
was incapable of being educated or im{)n)ved to a condition in 
which it would be Siife to trust him with hmiself — that no 
negro-mechanic amid ever lie biught, tir iiulucal to work 
carefully or nicely — tliat I had Ix^guii to believe it might lie so. 

We were attended through the mill-house by a rc^spect- 
able-looking, orderly, and quiet-munnend mulatto, who was 
called, by his master, “ the watchman.” His duties, how- 
ever, as they were descTilied to me, were those of a steward, 
or iiitendant. He carried, by a strap at his waist, a very 
large numlier of keys, and hud charge of all the stores of pro- 
visions, t<X)ls, and materials of the jdantations, as well as of 
all their produce, kdore it was shipjad to market. He 
weighed and meiisured out all the rations of the slaves and 
the cattle ; superintendal the mecluuiics, and made and 
rejiairod, as was necessary, all tJic ma<?hinerj', including the 
sk*am-engine. 

In aU these departments, his authority was su|mrior to that 
of the overs<?er. The overH<*er received his private tillowanc*e 
of family provisions from him, iis did also the lu»ad-w»n'ant at 
the mansion, who was his brother. His resjionsibility was 
much greater than that 6f tlie overseer; and Mr, X. suicl he 
would trust him with much more thiin hotwoidd any oven&eor 
he had ever known. 

Anxious to leani how this trustworthiness and intelligeitoe, 
so unusual in a slave, Iiad bactn ck^vekqKd or I 

iiuiuiral of his history, which was briefly m follows. 

Being the son of a iavouiito houso-sermnt| he hud 
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a ckilidi associated with the wWte* fisiiiiUy, by 

clmiMje something of;^tbe early ednAtion of the white chiklreu. 
When old enough, ho had been employed, for some years, as 
a waiter ; but, at his own request, was evontuahy Allowed to 
learn the blacksmith’s trade, in the plantation ghop;i Showing 
ingenuity and talent, he was afterwards employed to make 
and rejmir tlie plantation cotton-gins. Finally, his owner 
t4X)k him to a staim-engine builder, and paid $ 500 to have 
him instructed m a mmdiinist. After Ik* bad Ixjeouie a skil- 
ful workman, he obtaiiuMi employment as an engin(x?r ; and 
for some years continmxl in this oecuptfitiori, and was allow’od 
b) spend his wag^js for hinistdf. Finding, however, that he 
was acquiring di«si|mtixl halrits, and wasting his (*iirnings, 
Mr. X. eventually brought him, much against liis inclinations, 
lxu*k to the plantations. Ikiing allowed jKX'uliar privileges, 
and given dntiw wholly flattering U) his s<4f-rciH}KX*t, he 8iX)n 
Iwiiuo contcutiHl ; and, of course, was able to be extremely 
valuable to his owner. 

I have setiU anotJier Hlavo-enginet^r. The gentleman who 
employed him told me tlmt ho w'as a man of talent, and of 
great worth of cbiracter. He had desire^l to make him free, 
but his owner, who was a member of tlie Hoard of linkers, 

and of I>r. ’s Church, in Now York, Ixflieved tliat 

I^ind('nc4i dt^igned the negro race for slavt'ry, and refused 
to sell him for that pur}K»se. Ho thought it l)etter that he 
(his owner) should continue to nH?nivo t\vo hxmdrcxl dollars a 
yeai' for his sc^rvic^ys, while ho continued able U* work, because 
tlien, os ho said, lie should feel n!e|>on8ible tliit ho did not 
starve, or come upon the public for a supjiort, in his old 
The man himmdf, having light and agreeable duties^ well pro- 
vided for, funiishod with plenty of spending money Iry his 
employer, patroniaed and flattered by the white people, ho- 
noured and looked iqp to by those of his own colour, was raUiifir 
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indifferent in the mattex ; or oven, jwhaps, preferred to re- 
main a slave, to tranaportecl for life U> Afrim, 

The waU'lunan was a tme-liX)kinfi: fellow : as we were re- 
tiimins: from elmrch, on Snnday, he had pnswd ns. well 
dressetl airl well mounteil, and as he raised his hat, to salute 
ms, th<‘re was nothin" in his manner or apjwranee. exce[d 
his colour, to ^listin^uish liim from a "entleinan of j;ood 
bree liii" and fortune. 

When we were leavin" the house, to "o to cluiiYh, on 
Sunday, after all the white family had enteretl their eaiTiajjr#^*, 
or monntHl their hom^, the lu?ial house-servant also mounted 
a horst^ — as he did so, s!ippiu*x a coin into the hands o{ the 
Im* who had lieen laddiii" him, Aft«Twartls, wi* jmswsl a 
family rjf ri 4 ^/n>es, in a liirht wn""on, the oldest nmon" them 
drivin" tie* horse. On my inqnirin" if the slavi^ were 
allowi^^^l to take Iiorsts to drive to church, I was infonneil tlmt 
in each of thes#* thny cases, the hors^*s U^lon^t^l to the ne- 
*4ro<*s w!io v.*ere rlriviui^ or hdiii" tluMU. The old man wms 
iutirm, and i\[r X. had "iven him a horse, to enable him f > 
move aliont. He was pn»Iti!*ly emjdoye<l to look after the 
c^utle at }>aHtiire. or at ‘iomethin" in which it was netasftar}', 
for his ns#»fu!ie*ss, timt he should luive a horse : I say this, 
U>e*iuse I afterwards found, in similar cum^ on otbfu* planta- 
tions. that it was so. Btit the watchman and the hcmae ??er- 
varit had lM»u"ht their h^iws with money. Th" watchman 
was U*IievHl to own threr* hoi’si's ; and, to account for his 
wKilth, Mr. X.'s son told me that his fat Iter eoni*i«lcn?d hint 
rt vf n" valuable senant, %nd frerjmmtly cnconmgcfl hia |!!00<1 
I ehavi*»ur wit!» handsome He rwdvai, prolisblT, 

‘^'nsidmrdy hijL»her wattes, in fact (in thf? fotiiintf prrasenta), 
tlmn the white overs^Ffcr, He biew hia fiiibar giava him two 
Imndred dollars at once, a slsort time afro. Tbl wnteliuiiitiha* 
a piivate loid, no doubt, lives in cmi»klembl« iuxiwgfi 
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Will it be said, ‘‘ therefore, Slavery is neither necessarily 
dogradinp^ nor inhumane ?*' On the other hand, so Ikr as it 
is not, there is no apology for it. It is possible, though not 
prol»ible, lliat tliis fine fellow, if he hml been bom a free man, 
would l>c no better emplojc^d tlian he is here ; but, in tliat 
wliere is the advantage ? Certainly not in the etymomy 
of the arrangement. And if he were nelf-depindeut, If, espe- 
( ially, lie had to provide for the presc^iit and future of those 
he loved, and was able to du so, would he not necessarily 
live a bippitT, stronger, Wdter, and more resjieetable man ? 

iVfter passing tlirough t<H)l-rooius, com-roorus, mule-siables, 
stom-nsmis, and a large garden, in which vegetables to l>e 
distribnk*<l among the negnsis, as well as for the family, are 
grown, we walloxl to the rico-Iand. It is ^livided l>v emliank- 
nients into fields of aliout twenty atTes CMudi, but varying 
Bounovhat in size, according to the course of tJie river. Tlie 
armngenunits arc such that each field may lie flmKled inde- 
pendently of the rest, and they are snlidividc*!! hyojKUi ditchers 
into Kvtangular plats of a quarter acre eau^h. We first pro- 
c(i(xh^! to where twenty or Uiirty women and girls were en- 
gaged tb raking higether, in Jiea])s and wiurows, the stubble 
and rubbish h*ft on the field after the last crop, and burning 
it. The main uliject of this o|ieration Is to kill all the seeds 
of wwls, or of rice, on the gnmud, Ordiimrilv it is done by 
tusks — a cej-tiiin numWr of the small divisions of the field 
l^eing given to («nJi hand t4> hum in a day ; but owing to a 
more tlian usual amount of rain having fallen lately, and 
some other aiusc^, making the work harder in some places 
than oth(TH, the w»»men wore now working by the <hiy, under 
tlie direction of a driver/’ a negro man, who walked ateut 
among them, taking care that they left nothmg miburimd. 
Mr. X. inspected the ground they hod gone over, to see 
whether the driver had done liis duty. It had been sufBi- 
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ciently well burned, but not more than a quarter m much gi ouiul 
had been pone over, he said, as was usmdly burned in task- 
work, — and he thought they hud been verj' lazy, and repri- 
lUimded them. The driver made some little apologj', but the 
womc^ offered no reply, kec‘ping steadily and, it soemed, sul- 
lenly, on at their m)rk. 

In the next field, twenty men, or ]x)ys, for none of them 
looked as if they were full-grown, were jdoughing, each with 
a single mule, and a liglit, New- York-made plough. The soil 
was friable, the ploughing vimy, and the uiult*s pnxxMd«\l at a 
i^iart jxice; the furrou*s were straight, regular, and wt*ll 
turned. Tlieir task wjis nominally an acre and a qimrter a 
day; somewhat less actually, as the measure includes tlie 
sptice 0(X*iipied hv the <litclies, which are two to thrat* fvvi 
wide, ruiming aiviind mdi <jmirhT of an acre. Tlje plough- 
ing gang was sujM*rintend<^<I by a driver, wljo was providixl 
with a watch ; and whih‘ we wen* looking at them he ciilkxl 
out that it was twelve o chs'k. Tlie muh*s were iminiHlmtely 
taken from the ploughs, and the plough-boys mounting them, 
leapt tlie ditchers, and cant<*rod off to the stahh^, h* feed them. 
One or two were ordered to take their ploughs to ijJlf Uack- 
gmith, for repairs. 

The ploughnufii got their dinner at this timo : tluxie not 
using horses do not usuiilly dine till they Iiave finisla^l their 
tasks ; but this, I Wlieve, is optional with them. Tlu^ com- 
mence work, I was told, at sunrise, and at about eight o'clock 
have breakfast brought to them in the field, t-ach imnd having 
left a bucket with the cook for that purpose. All who are 
working in conneetioiif leave thcar work together, and gatliar 
aWit a fire, where they geneaally spend about Irnlf an hour. 
The provisions furnished, consist mainly of maal, rice, and 
vegetilldes, with «alt and molasBcjs, and oct*4imona% bacCaii 
fish, and coffee. The allcnvanco is a peek of ineal| or m 
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eqmvalent quantity of ri<!6 per week, to each working hand, 
old or yomig, t)e8ides small stores, Mr. X, says that he has 
lately given a less amount of meat than is now usual on plan- 
tations, having ol)Hen’e<l that the general health of the negroes 
is not as g<K)d fw, formerly, w-hen no meat at all was cus- 
tomarily given them. (The general irapression among 
planters is, that tiie negroes work much better for being 
sup])li(¥l with throfi or four |K)unds of Imcon a week.) 

Ix^aviiig the rice-land, we went next to Rf)me of the upland 
fields, where w*e found several other gangs of negnKS at work ; 
one entirely of imai engaged in ditching ; another of women, 
and anotluT of K»yH and girls, “ listing ’’ an old eoni-ficld 
with li<K*s. All of theta wen» working by tasks, and were 
overl»M>ktHl by m^gro drivers. They all lalxiuml with gn^iter 
raj)idity and elM^*rfnliKss tluni any slaves I have l¥^«»re seen ; 
and the w^oinen Htru(*k their In km as if they were strong, and 
well ahl(» to engtige in muscular lahuir. Tlie expression of 
their was generally repulsive, and tlndr enmmhh any- 
tliing but agr(H*5ibl«\ Tlnr dn^s of meat was uncouth and 
cumbrous, dirty and nigg<'^l ; rcvfiHl up, as I have once 
liefore descriUnl, at the hips, so tis to show' their heavy legs, 
wnipjM*<I round with n pi^ce of old blanket, in lieu of leg- 
gings or stes-kings. M(»st <)f tliem wwked wdth bare arms, 
but wore strong s1hk-s on their and handkerehiefe on 
tiuMr heads ; some of them w«‘re smoking, and «ich gang had 
a fire burning on the ground, near wlnw they werr^ at work, 
by which h> light their piptM and wnnn their breakfast. Mr. X. 
said this was ahvays their custom, even in Huramer. To 
<W!!i gang a Imy or girl wus also att^ed, whose business it 
was to bring w^ater for them to <lrink, and to go for anything 
required by tho driver. The drivers would frequently call 
bock a hand to go over again Bome piece of his or her task 
that had not kaui worked to his satisfaction, and Were c(m|. 



246 


COTTON Am BiAymx. 


stantl Y to one or another, wth a harsh and peremptory 

Toioo, to strike harder, or hoe deeper, and otherwim^ taking 
care that the work van^ well done. 3Ir. X. osktMl if Little 
Sam Tom’s Sue’s Sam ”) worked yet with the three- 
quarter ” binds, and h^iniing tlmt he did, ohIctchI him to b? 
put with tlio full hands, oWiYung that thougli nith(»r short, 
he was strong and stout, and, Kang twejity years tJ<l, well 
able to do a man’s work. 

The field-hands art» all dividwl into four elass^'M, n<‘cordmg 
to their physical capacities. The children b^ginfung as 

<piarter-hands,” adnuicing to “ half-hamls,” and tlicn to 
“ three-quarter lianAs ; ’ and, finally, wheui !iijitun% and able- 
bodiwl, hesilthy, and strong, to “full binds.” Aj^ they de- 
cline in strength, fri^m agt% sickm^ss, or other cause, they 
retrognide in the* so3it(*, and pnqKU'tionately h^ss labmr i« r(^ 
quiretl of them, ilany, of natunilly weak fnime, never an* 
put among the full hands. Finally, the agisl arc left out at 
the aimmd clasKificntion, and mi more rr‘gtilar fudd-work is 
reqtiir(*d of them, although they are gcnendly [mivuh^l with 
some light, s^dentaiy' <K‘<.‘U|)iftion. I «iiw one old woman 
picking tailings ” of rice out of a lu^p of chaff, an oecmjia- 
tion at which she was proKhly not fuming her salt. Mr. X. 
told me she ^vas a native African, having b eu hmughi wla u 
a girl fnun the (ruimm coast. 8he Hjsike aluaiiat unintel* 
ligihly ; but after some other converwitioii, in which I Imd 
not l>c«*n able to tmderstiind a w^orii she said, he jokingly 
prop>s<.tl to send her hack to Africa. Bhe c*x|ire«WMl her pr**** 
fereiid* to remain wliere i&ic was, very eiiipliatically. “ \¥hy ?^' 
She dkl not answer readily, hut bang prc«cd, threw up her 
imbiid hands, and said furioniily, “ I IuIm o«, inaaV, db, I 
luhs o«. I don’t want go *vmy fmm ’ou.*' 

Tlia field-bonds are nearly alwoya worked in 
strength of a gang varying aoocirtlmg to tho ll^cidk thil en- 
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gages it ; usually it numljers twenty or more, and is directed 
by a driver. As on most large plantatious, whether of rice 
or cotton, in Eastern Georgia and South Carolina, nearly all 
ordinaiy and regular work is performed by imhn : iiiat is to 
my, each Imnd has* his labour for the diiy marked out before 
him, and can take his own time to do it in. For inBtaiii?« \ in 
making drains in light, clean luf^odow land, ea<h man or 
woman of the lull hands is requirwl to dig one thi»u«and cubic 
b et ; in swamp-land tliat is Is ing prepand for rice eultun*. 
\vlu‘re then? are not iminy stma[>s, the task for a ditcher is hvc 
hiuidrfd feet : while in a very strong cy}»reHS swamj?. only 
two hmidreJ ftH*t is re*]uind ; in huang ria*. a certain num- 
ber oi rows, t»<}Uiil to t*ne-l«ilf or two- thirds o* an acre, accom- 
iiig to the Condition of the land ; in H<.uving rice (stivwiug in 
drills), two acres ; in reaping riw (if it stinds well), thm- 
(pmrt<‘i*s of an acre ; or, sometiim's u gang will W required 
to real), tie in sheiives, and carry to the stack-yaid tin* jiro- 
duce of a certain (Nuniiiimly equal t4> one fourth the 

numb r of a^ n^s that tlnTe are liands working together# 
Ihaiing cotton, corn, or j«»tatoi*s; one half to one acre. 
Threshing ; live to six Imndnxl .sheaves. In ploughing rice- 
land (light, chan, mellow soil) with a Y«>ke of t>xen, one acic 
a day, including the gi-ound lost in and tlie dniius — tin* 
oxen bi»iug changexl at ikhui. A c^iojKir, also, for instance, U 
i*equired to makt} Iwrrels at the nite of eighteen a av€s: 4. 
Dmwiiig stavtts, TiOO a day, IbK)p |x»le8, 12U. Squaring 
timber, lOU ft. Laying worm-fence, 50 ]>anels per hand. 
Post and rail do., posts set 24 to 3 ft. dwp. i* ft. aj)art, nine 
or ten jiauels per hand. In getting fuel from the woods, 
(pine, to.be cm and split.) one cord is the task for a day. 
In ** mauling] rails,’’ the taskifcan selecting the trees (pine) 
that he judges nill split easiest, one huuiktd a day, ends not 
shar|)oned. 
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Tliese are the tasks for first-class able-lxxlied men ; they am 
lessened by one qnarter for three quarter hands, and propor- 
tiomdely for the lighter classes. In allotting the tasks, tlie 
drivers are expwted to put the wwikcT hands wlu*re (if there 
is JUiy choice in the apjKuimnce of the grotmd, as whom 
certain nnvs in hoeing com would he h^ss we<dy tlmn others,) 
they ^“ill favoim^tl. 

Tht-se tasks certainly would md considend exci-ssively 
hard, by a Xoilhern lalxjurer ; and, in jH>int of fact, tlie more 
industrious and active hands finish them oft^ui by two ockrk. 
I Siiw one or twt) lejiving the field senm after one 
sevend ahait two; and Itetwixn tlm^Mind ff>ur. I met ad<izen 
women and sevi*nil men coming home t<» their ral»ins, having 
linisliied their day s work. 

Under this Orgsini/ation of Irfdxmr/' most of the slavt^ 
work rapidly and w’tdl. In nmrly all onlinary work, enston* 
has wttle<l th(* extent of the task, and it is diffumlt to increase* 
it. The driver who marks it (Uit, has to remain on the 
ground until it is finish*d, and has no int<*r<^ in over- 
mt^isuring it ; and if it should U* syshunaticjilly incroawM) 
verj’ much, there is clanger of a geneml stampede to the 
‘*swam[>’' — a danger the slave mu always hold liefow* his 
master's cupidity. In fac t, it is Icsjked ujs>n in ihi» re^im 
m a [inwriptive right c»f the m*gns«s Ut have tliia ineitement 
to diligen(‘e offeml them ; and the !iian who denied it, or who 
attempted to Ic’smi it, would, it is said, suffer in his reputa- 
tion, as well as ey^>erienee much annoyance from the olistinafe 
rascality*' of his negi^. Kothwithstanding this, I liave 
heard a man fism^rt, lioaalingly, that ho made hk negroes 
habitually perfonn douWo Uie customary tasks. Thus we get 
a glim[He again of the black s^e. If he is allowed the power 
to do tins, what may not a man do ? 

It is the driver s duty to make tlie tasked hands dn 
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work well. If, in their liaste to &iish it, they neglect to do 
it properly, ha “sets tliem back,’’ m that carelesBuess will 
hinder more tlmn it ^vill hasten the completion of their 
tasks. 

In the fwdc^ction of drivers, regard seems to be had to size 
and strength — at least, nearly all the drivers I have seen are 
tall and strong men— but a grrMit deal of judgment, rer|uiring 
grwiter capa(dty of mind than the ordimiry slave, is often sup- 
poHtvJ to U* po!4m*HSfKl of, is certainly in tliem. A g<K>d 

driver is ver}' vahiahle and usually holds office for life. His 
authority is not limite<l to the dirtetion of lalsnir in the field, 
hut exteiHlH t<^ the genend dejsirtraeiit of tin* negr<H‘H. He is 
made to <lo the dutiw <»f pdiceuian, and even of iK>lice magb- 
tnite. It is his duty, for instance, on Mr. X.’s (‘state, to keep 
(»rd(‘r in the Hetthuiient ; and, if two ]rs‘rsons, men or women, 
are fighting, it is his duty to imimsliately sc^imrate them, tuid 
then to ** whip them lx)tb.” 

lh‘fore any fiehl of work is entered u|)on by a gang, the 
driv(‘r who is to superinteial them has to meiisnre and stake 
off the fjisks. To do this at all accumtely, in irn^gular-shajied 
fields, must require considernlJe jsiwers of calculation. A 
driver, with a l)oy to set the stakt^s, I was told, would at'cu- 
nit(‘ly lay out fi*rty acres a day, in half-acre tasks. The only 
instrument nscHl is a five-fiKit measuring hkI. When the 
gang (Hum^ to the field, ht^ jxiints out to each jwrson his or 
her duty for the day, and then wilks alx>nt among thiun, look- 
ing out that eacJi j>nx*xHxls projierly. If, after a luird day’s 
lalx)nr, he sees that Uie gang has Ijeen overtasked, owing to a 
misaileulation of the difficulty of the work, he may excuse the 
completion of the tasks ; Vmt he is not allowed to extend 
them. In tine ciise of imcompleted tasks, the body of tlie gang 
begin new tasks the next day, and only a sufficiont numW 
are detailed from it to cjomplete, during the day, the un- 
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finislied tmks of the day Wore* The rektion of the driver 
to the working hands seams to be similar to that of the boat- 
swain to the seamen in ilia navy, or of the sergeant to tlie pri- 
vates in the army. 

Having generally had long experience on the pknUition, 
the advice of ilie drivers is eommt>nJy taken in nejirly all the 
admiiiistmtion, and frtH|uently they are, <Ie facto, the ma- 
nagers. Orders on imjKirtant j>oint« of the jdantation t^coiunuy , 
I have heard given by the j^roprietor dinx^tly to thtfin, with- 
out the overseer s kung eom<nlt4^l or iiifunm*<l of them ; and 
it is often left with them to decide when and huw' hnig to daw 
the riee-gromids — the pn>prietor and ovei>a.^T deferring h* 
their more ex{)erienee<l judgment, Wht*re tiie drivt’rs im* dih- 
creet, exf>orieucc*tl, and tni'^ty, the (Oerseer is freijuently em- 
ployed merely as a matter of furin, to ctunply with the laws 
requiring the HUperintendeiice or prmnce of a white mari 
among evtTy l«sly of skvKSs; and his duty is nither to inspc-i t 
and rejx»rt tktii to govern. Mr. X. ammU i^ hisovenns^r an 
uncommonly edit ient and faithful one, Imt he wooU not em- 
ploy him, even tluring the summer, when he is aljstmt for 
several mouths, if tJie kw did not rcMjuirti it. He has mmc- 
times left his pkntahon in care one of the drivers IW u 
considerable length of time, after luiving ilisidjargtxl an over- 
seer ; and be thinks it has then lieen quite as well 
as ever. His overseer consults the tlrivers on all imjioitani 
points, and is govennsl by their lalvicet. 

Mr. X. atiul, tli|it though ovtfrms^rs somiotimai pttnishail the 
negroes iseverely, and iXlmmim ill-trentod thorn, it is their 
more a>mmon kult to indulge tliem fWiahly in tWir daipo- 
sition to idknw, or in otht^r waya to cmny kvour with Ihitts. 
io they may imt inform the proprietor of their iiwirmiw’xiiid 
w negJeet. He Im bin oveisKW knijid to csertoiii niloii b> 
written contniet ; and it m aii|)uktod that he call diselprg^ 
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him at any moment, without rmnmiemtion for hia loss of time 
and inconvenience, if he should at any time be diaaatiafied 
with him. One of the rulea ia, that he dbatl never puniah a 
negfro with hia own handa, and that corporeal punishment, 
when necoaaary, ahaU be inflicted by tlie drivers. The advan- 
tage of this ia, tliat it time for dehbemtion, |^d pre- 

vente puniahmeut being made in sudden passion. His drivers 
are not allowed to airry their whijm with them in the field ; 
HO that if the oversc^er wialma a hand puiiishetl, it is necessary 
to call a driver ; and the driver lias then to go to his cabin, 
which is, j>erlia|)«, a mih? or two distant, to get his whip, be- 
fore it Clin be applied, 

I asked how oflon the necessity of punishment occun-ed ? 

“ Sometirnf^, js‘rlai{>8, not ontx* for two or tliree weeks ; 
then it will w^irn as if the devil Inul got into them all, and 
there is a g<KMl deal of it/' 

As the iu*gnK^ finish the laUnir nKjuired of them by Mr, X., 
at three or four o’clock in the aflenioou, they can employ 
the ri uminder of the day in lalK)iiring for tlunnselves, if they 
ch<x>He. Each family has a lialf-acre of land allotted to it, 
for a girtleu ; Imsides which, there is a large vegetaWe garden, 
cultivand by a giuxlener for the pLintation, from which they 
arc supj)litd, to a greafrr or less exk'iit. They are at liberty 
to 8(dl wluitever tliey choose from the products of their o'wn 
garden, and to make wimt they can by keeping swme and 
fowls, Mr. X,’s family Iiave no other supjdy of j oiiltry and 
eggs than what is obtained by purchase from his own ne- 
groes ; they fr<jquently, also, purt^hase game from them. The 
only restriction upon their traffic is a liquor law.” They 
are not allowal to buy or sell ardent spirits. This prohi- 
bition, like liquor laws elsewhere, i^ortunately, cannot be 
enforced; and, of late years, grog shops, at which stolen 
goods are bought from the slaves, and poisonous liquors — 
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chiefly tlie worst whisky, much waten^ and made Btiipefjing 
by ail infusion i>f tolxacco — are clandestinely sold to them, 
hare liecouie an estahlisliod evil, and the planters find them- 
selves ahm>st powerless to coj>o with it. They luive, hiTC, 
lately organiz(.*d an assiKnation for this puqxwe, and liave 
brought several offenders to trial ; hut, as it is a penitentiary 
ofleiice,\he culprit sjiart^s no pains or expiuise to nvi»id con- 
viction — and it is almost impo8sihh», in a community of which 

large a pro[»ortion is poor and degnuhxl, to hav(' a jury 
suflicieutly honest and intelligent to js^niiit the law to be 
OxecuUxl, 

A remarkfihle illustmtion of this evil lias lately (KTiirr<xl. 
A planter, discovering that a consi<lerahle <juautity of cotton 
had l)cen stolen from him, infornuHl the patrol of the mngh- 
Kuiring planters of it. A stratagem was made use of. to dete<‘t 
the thief, and, what was of much mor(‘ im}H»rtane<* — there 
iMung no epu'stion hut that this was a slave — to dis(‘over for 
whom the thief worked. A lot of (*4jtton was prepared, hy 
mixing hair with it, and put in a frmiptirig phico. A negro 
was seen to hike it, and was fidlowed hy wxmts to a grog- 
shop, scn’enil inihxi distant, where he sold it — its real value 
l)eing m^arly ten dollars — for kn cents, taking his pay in 
liquor. Tlie man was arrestc<l, and, th(» theft leing made to 
appear, by the hair, l>efore a justice, ohtaiiud hiil in 22,000, 
to answer at the higlier court. Some of the liest legal 
counsel of the State has Ixjen engaged, to obtain, if possible, 
his conviction. 

♦ 

This difficulty in the management of slaves is a great and 
very rapidly incTeasing one. Everywhere that I liavc lioen, 
have found the planters provoked and angry akmt it. A 
swarm of Jews, within the last ten years, has settled in nearly 
every Southern town, many of them men of no dmracter, 
opening cheap clothing and trinket shops ; ruining, or driving 
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out of buHmess, many of the old retailarB, and engaging in an 
unlawful trade with the simply negroes, which is found very 
profitable.* 

The law which prevents the reception of the eyidence of a 
negro in courts, here strikes beck, with a most annoying 
font*, ui>on the dominant |K)wcfr itself. In the mischief thus 
arising, we a striking illmtration of the (hmger which 
stands }jt*fore the South, whenever its prosperity shall invite 
extensive immigration, mid lead vriiat would otherw^ise lie a 
hailtliy t‘om|H‘tition to flow through its chaunels of industry. 

Tliis injury to slave projmrty, from grog-«Loi:m, furnishes 
the griiiid argument for tlie Maine Law at the South. t 


* the C^^irU'^ston Stmdttfylf A’o^, Thw alKiintniil prsc> 

iHt' txik(ltu$; with i*Uvm u not oiilj takinj; our prrxlua* from us, but injuring; 
«»ur al.ivi' jifojH-ity. It i» tniv th<r owriirr of uwiy Iwlt. wattii, wid whi|*, 
niuclt a* h<e — Uw will aiwl tnwie long as» whiU* {irrK^» hold 

out to thorn tein|itatnH»i» to sttwl an<l biinj; to th<fm. Thr'w**foiirth« of Uie 
who aro iguiHff you can gtl no tifie fr«jtm ; ainl, if tbfv ba%‘«* inomo pn»perf r, 
all lh<’y hart to tio lo cx^uhsks a ju<l^m<*ut to a friend, go to jail, an#l swear out. 
It ts no utKommoa thing for a man to be convictwl of oSenow against the State, 
and aicsitnd tins persons and prois'rty of imiiriduab, wd jwy tiie lines, costs, and 
dainagef*, by »w^«riitg out of jail, and tlien go and commit similar offences. The 
State, or tlie pirty hyured, has the coat of alt ib«.>e (n'osei'utums and suita to pay, 
Ix^stdn'M the tnnibW m aUeiniiug I’ourt ; tlu* guilty is convicteil, the injureii prose- 
cuUir punished/' 

t /rom tm Adilrvns to the f^eoph of <jror*/iii, hy a of St^^ 

Tempnoticc .SociWy, prior to the cfrcliow of 1855.— ** We pro|VTwe to tuni the 
‘i,2(K) fordijn grog-ahop kee^KTS, in (Jwirgia, out of offioe, and ask them to help us. 
They ( the Know-Nothings) reply, * We bare no tiuw for that now*-we are trying 
to tuni fweiiimrn out of office ;* and wbtn we call ufion the Democratic party for 
ftid, they eacust tlumiselvfis, upon the ground that they liave work enough to do in 
keeping these foreigiiers in olfioe.” 

Ftvm ike Pmfieid ((ifo.) Tempermce Banner^ 29tA, 1855. 

•* OUK SLAVE IWULATION, 

“We take tlie fallowing from the ^VatxinnaA Journal ermf and would 

ask every oandid reader if the evils referred to ought not to be ooiteoxsdi. How 
aliall it be done ? 

** * By reference to (be recent homicide of n negro, in another colutiiii» some £ict» 
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Mr. X. remarks that liis arrangements allow his servants 
no excuse for dealing with these fellows. He has a nile to 
purchase everything they desire to sell, and to give thcun a 
high price for it himself. Eggs constitute a circulating 
medium on the plantation. Their j)ar value is considered to 
l>e twelve for a dime, at vrliich they may always exchang^Ml 
for cash, or left on de[)08it, without interest, at his kitchen. 

Whatever he takes of them that he cannot use in his own 
family, or has not occasion to give to others of his servants, 
is sent to town to be resold. Tiie nt^groes do not commonly 
take money for the artich's ho Inis of them, but the value of 
them is put to their credit, and a regular account kept with 
them. He has a store, usually well snppliiMl Mith articles 
that they most wiiut, which an» purcliasinl in large quantities, 
and sold to them at whole.sale prices ; thus giving them a 


will be icen of a state of tliinp^, in thin of our jio|mlat>on, which 

should not exUt, anil which cannot endure without danger, lioth to and to u». 
The colliiiion, which terminateil thus fatally, occurreil at an hour jiant midcii|B:ht-> 
at a time when none but the eril-dfspoiwil ar** ulirriug, unle«* driven by ; 

and yet, at that hour, those negroc* and others, as many m chose, were 
aixmt the country, with ample opj>ortunity to commit any art which mijB^ht happen 
to enter their heaiis. In fact, they did enp^e, in the public hii;hway, in a broil 
terminating in homicide. It U not difficalt to ima|ji»e that their evil imiMioiia 
might have taken a very different direction, with a)i little iknger of meeting control 
or obstacle. 

“ * But it is shown, too, that, to tho impunity thus given them by the darkoesn 
of midnight, was added the incitement to crime drawn from the abuse of tiqnor. 
They liad just left one of those resorts where tlie m‘gro is KUppliMj with the most 
vdlanously-jioiisonous compounds, fit only to write him to df‘eds of hlotal and 
violence. The part that this had in the slaughter of Satunlay night, we are enabled 
only to imagine ; but exjierieiice wo«ld teach us tbsit its ihai-e waa by no means 
small. Indecil, we have the declaration of the slayer, that the blow, by which he 
was exaft[>erated ho as to return it by the fatal stab, was inflicte*! by a bottle 
of brandy I In this fact, we fear, is a due to the whole history of the trana- 
adion.’ ^ * 

** Here, evidently, arc considerationa deserving the grave notice of, pot only 
tiioHo who own negi-ocs, but of all others w'ho live in u society where they are 
heid.^' 
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^reat lulvantage in dealing with him ratlier than with the 
grog-shops. His ekves are sometimes his cmiitous to large 
amounts ; at the preaent time he says he owes them about 
five hundred doUam. A wf)man has charge of the store, and 
when there i« anything calhid for tliat she cannot supply, it is 
usually ordered, l>y tlie next conveyance, of his factors in town. 

The asc^ertaim^ practicability of thns dealing with slaves, 
t^)gether with tlie obvifius advantages of the method of work- 
ing them by tasks, which 1 liave doscrilwid, seem to me to 
indicate that it is not so impracticable is generally supposed, 
if only it was d^»sired liy those having the j>ower, to rapi(Jly 
extingnisli Slavery, and while doing so, to educaite the negro 
for hiking care of himself, in frofxlom. for instance, any 
slave 1)0 providtxl with all tilings he null demand, fis far as 
practic4ihle, and clmrge him fiit tlumi at certain prices — 
honest, market prices for his nocmsitics, high(‘r prices for 
harmless luxurif3S, and excessive, but not absolutely prohibi- 
tory*, prices for everything likely to do him bmn. Credit 
him, at a fixal pricx?, for everyday’s wwk he does, and for 
all al)ove a certain cnaily accomplishe<l hisk in a day, at an 
increasf'd price, so tliat his reward will be in an increasing 
ratio h> his perseverance. Let the prices of provisions Ije so 
]^roj>ortione«.l to the price of task-work, that it will l)e aljout 
as (*my m it is now for him to obtain a l«ire snlisiRtence. 
Wlien he hfis no fixxl and sluiter due to him, let liim be con- 
fined in solitude, or otherwise punished, until lie Jisks for 
opp(»rtimity to earn exemption from punisliinent by labour. 

When he desires to marry*, and can jx^rsmule any woman to 
marry him, let the two bo dealt 'with as in partnership. 
Thus, a young man or young 'woman will l)e attractive 
somewhaft in proportion to his or her repuhition for industry 
and providence. Thus indtistry and pnmdence will l)eoome 
fashionable. Oblige th^m to purchase food for their children, 
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and let tliem have the benefit of their children 8 labour, and 
they will l )0 careful to teach their children to avoid waate, 
and to honour lal)our. Let those who luive not gained cnxlit 
while hale and young, sufficient to support tliemselves in 
comfort when preventetl by age or infirmity from further 
lal>our, Ix' snp}x>rted by a ttix upon all the iiegrot^s of the pkn- 
tation, ot of a community. Improvidence, and pretence of 
inability to labour, will then he diagmcefuL 

\\lien any imm bia a kilance to his crc<lit c^jual hi la« 
value as a slave, let tliat constitute him a frtt‘ man. It will 
be optional with him and his employer vvlu'ther be shall 
continue longer in the relation of scuwaiit. If dc^simblo for lM>th 
that he should, it is prolxible tbit he will ; for imltm he is 
honest, pi-udent, mdiistri<»us, and discrete, he will not have 
ac(piired the mi*aiis of piHX'hasuig his fretxlom. 

If he is so, h<^ will remain wh«‘re lie is, uult*aH he i« more 
wanted elsewhere ; a &ct that will lie established by his being 
called away by biglier wages, or tlie pr»>Hpit*t of grtmter mm' 
and comfort elsewhere. If he is so dra\\'n off, it in better for all 
jMirties conoeme*! tliat he should gri. Ih^tter for his old mas- 
ter ; for he would mi refuse him sufticient wages to induce 
him to stay, imlesa he could got the work he wonted him to 
do done cheajaT than he would justly do it. ¥oor vmgm 
would certainly, in the long nm, buy but js>or work ; fair 
wages, fair work. 

Of course there will lie exc«?ptiomil casc«, but tb<^ will 
ahvays ojierate m cautions for the future, not only to the 
parties suffering, but to all who observe iliem. And lie aune 
they will not be suflered, among ignorant jwiple, to be loot. 
This is the beimfieent function of guasip, with wkkh wise ami 
bnmd-working minds liave nothing to do, smih not fining 
benefited by the itoration of the lessons of life. 

Jlarried fiersons, of course, can only become free togeiht^^ 
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In the appraisement of their value, let that of their young 
cliildren be incltided, so that they caoiiot be parted from them ; 
but with regard to children old enough to earn something 
more than their living, let it be optional what they do 
for them. 

Such a ayatem would simply combine the coapiendable 
elements of the emancipation law of Cuba,^ and tlpse of the 
roformabiry punishment system, now in suct^essful operation 
in m)mo of the Briiisli penal <x>loniefl, with a few practical 
modilications. Farther modifications would, doubtloBis, be 
neod<id, which any man who has had much practical expe- 
rience in dcjaling with slaves might readily suggest. Much 
might be leanied from the experiencx? of the system pursued 
in the peiml colonies, some account of which may l>e seen in 
the n*|K;rt of the Prisonem’ Aid Society of New York, for 
1854, or in a previous little work of my own. I have here 
only dt'wired to suggest, apmjKw to my friend s exjiericmce, 
the jtracticability of providing the negroes an education in 
essential social morality, while they Ate tlrawing toi^nnls 
personal fretMlom ; a desideratum with those who do not am- 
aider Shivery a purely and eternally desirable thing for lx>th 
slave ami slave-master, which the present system is calcu- 
lated, aa far as |x>ssible, in every direction to oj)pose. 

Education in tlieology and letters could lx» easily combined 
witti such a plan as I liave hinted at ; or, if a State should 
wish to encourage the improvement of its negro a>nstituent — 
aa, in the progress of enlightenment and Christianity, may be 
hoped to eventually occur — a simple provision of the law, 

* In Culm eveiy Nkv<« lint th« {>rtvtl«g<» of omandpnliikg hlnuitir, hy {«nytt^ a 
prion which <loci» not <iopeii<i upon thn telfith fiactiont of the miiteni; hut it i« 
elUnt a fixed price, or elte it fixed, in each cate, hj diiuiiteretted apfinuattrif. Thf 
Qoti»e«)a«s)oe h, that etnaneipalioot are ccinttantiy^ng on, and ih# firee people of 
colour am hceoming enlightened, cultJrated, and wealthy. In m part ^ tlM 
United SHaiw do they ooeupy tha high aocial poeition whkh they ehloy in Cnha. 

Ton. I. 8 
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makmg a wrtain ufainlanrl of po<ifii»n«*y tlm eonilitioo of 
{mlitiml fnM*dt»w]u wouKl prol«iWy cmito a mhtml ileniaml 
for csdacatiou, wbiol hmuat nv, imtk*r iIa boxomhle high<T- 
lawB, would lio ohlii^al to mtMy. 

I do not think, nfior all I have iKvinl to favour it, that 
then^ in any jc:<hk 1 mu'Hm to eonaider the negnn naturally and 
€«J?f‘ntinlly, the moral iiiferit»r of the white ; or. that if lie ia 
so, it in tlio^a* elements t»f clmraeter which hIiouW fof cvrr 
prevent us fitim tntsting him \sith c*<}nal social munitic^s with 
oiii*s<‘lves. 

So far as I have o]»sem^h f^Ia^ show (henis<‘lves worth.y 
f)f trust most, wdiere tlieir masters an* most coiisidenit^' and 
lilx'nd towards them. Far more so, for instance, on the 
small farms of North Carolina than on the plantations of 
Virpnia and South Carolina. Mr. X. V slaves are jH-nuitt**^! 
to jHirehase fire-anus and aminuniticuj, and to ke<*p them in 
thf‘ir cabins; and his wife and dau^dders residt* with him, 
arnoii:' tJiein, the drsuN of the hoiw never loekixl,or windows 
ch»s«*<l, jx^rfectly defeiicehss, ami mihw distant from any other 
wdiite family. 

Another evkleiux* that neirnie?^, even in shivery, when 
tmstfsl, may pnwe wonderfully rclinhle, 1 will Kiihjoiu, in a 
letter written hy Mr. Alexander Simds. of Kiivtumah, to a 
friend in New York, in lHr>*h It ia Imrdly nfx*tmarx‘ to my, 
tliat th<? ** servants Hjwf»ken of were and the “ se^- 

pieions ( himictei-a/' prcn id< niially removitl, were whiit«. The 
letter was not writtoi for juihlicatiou — 

*‘T1 h < w!»tch ile^>irtielioa nt»il «loic4»tkiici «iar 

riiT, ami Miaay oilfer j»lacin m imM *4 the Htiiiiiii, wm, wiUi llw 

vxo jUion of that of IWO, tfo* immt fhn«ily timt nm ewr lt»«wri heni. Il4 
h* mnWr!!, the tnlmnitjinln w«'n- »'-i74sl with a fwiitk. wbkill 
cams**! nit imini'*!bte «/wi Midotii wttm'iM#.^ \n 4 um. I leR, Of 

nthcr for tin* isikc <*f i«y lo ifntirock i'»^uat3r, 

They" u»t*' ilrvaiJfnlly fr>jfht*'rni'»I. 

“Oi u of hO*^*>rj Ihottmfid, »ix thotmitd, who CoiiM leU pt 
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uwAy, rmmin^d^ mmrly »ll of whom were more or leni eeliisd with the pro*^ 
viiiliog Tlie iiegroeii, with vt^ry few cxeeptioonv eecttfied. 

** Amitbt itiO (lenolutioti nod gliKiin perviidiug tlie itreef^i, there 

WM a h eture that ghc»w<>^l our aliivcw iu a (hvouriihle Theo' were 

i-ntire hijN'kii of hounoi^’Whieh were ditlier entirely ditjeertofi—lJH* owners iu 
iimuy luiving. in tlnjir dight» forgotten to lock tliern tip'-or lefl in 

ehjirgt* <»f the ii4‘rvaotK. A ti?n*r opiMirt^nity for plunder ccnihJ not W 
de^^ired l»y thievea ; iiwl yet the city wa;»« refnarkelilcf^ during the time, for 
order and 1’hen* wt*re mtareely imy rohheriiw eoTiiiiiitt*d, and 

m rcj|ydH lirtfi, m winroon in the winter, none! Krery Jiotiaeli older, 
w}»o»M’ jir*-mi«eai had « «<eajMttl the fury of the late terrifie Hh>nii, found tlitirn 
tn tlu^ Winn «‘oii»!itioii he iutd left iht^ni. Had not the yellow fever ia,*ariKl 
away or killed thoM* HiwpirioUB charwter#*, wii<4»** exiMeriee ii* a prohkuii, 
u»»d wim prowl iih'out every eity, J tear that our efty might hare laen laid 
wanle, Of the whole hotifd of diny'torH of live luaidos Ihri'e or four 
renijiiio^d, and at one tune were Hick. Severitl of Uie eh-rkii were 

left, estvdi in the of a Single oiw. For wtMski* it Wiui 

fhltirMlt to i 4 »’t anything to »i»t ; ilie iKtkem wnri' t itbirr Mick or ih^iah Tiie 
inarketA elof«Hj, fio eoiintn iiaiii dar»!^l venture hiiaw lf into lh<* city witli 
the lamd ,»up|»heii for tin table, and the p«tektd# had dwmitiiuietl their 
tnpM. I jihall atop, otherwiM* I could till a volumt* with ihe oceurn netw 
aiei iueith nki of the* dnnual |m ruMl of the tpidtinic. ‘ 

(hi niosit (if th(^ krire ri (‘0 jikntatinnH which I Imve m*f'n in 
this viriaity. tln n* in a «uall which ihi* ncg:ro(^ ctiil 

tlH*ir i>niy(*r-h<HLs#\ The (iwiiur of one of thest* told me that, 
haviiit,' furiikhoil the jiniy<^r-housft with havinj:; a luiek* 
mi], his ui‘j,Miics jH^itiontnl liim to raiiove it, liei-iuise it did 
not Ictivi* thiun room <*jiou4/h fo pray. It was exphiinttl to 
me ttmt it is their custom, in amnal worship, to work them- 
s(dv<*s up to a ffniit jiitch of excitement, in wliich they yell 
and (*ry aloud, mid tinally, shriek and leap up, clapping their 
Imuds uial dancing, a« it is done at heathen ft^tivals* Th© 
back-mil tht y found to ftt^riously imjxxie this ext‘n*i8e. 

Mr. X. told me that he luid endctivoured, with bat litti© 
nneevm, to pniveni this shouting and jumping of tbo negrofiit 
at ^lieir meetings on his pkntation, from a eonwtion thai 
there? was not the slight(-*st element of ndigious aantiment in 
it. He conaidendi it to ha engaged in more m m exciting 

n 2 
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unnaement than from any really religious impulse. In the 
town churches, except, perhaps, those managed and conducted 
almost exclusively by negroes, the slaves are said to commonly 
mgage in religious exercises in a sober and decorous manner ; 
yet, a member of a Presbyterian church in a Southern city 
told me, that he had seen the negroes in his own house of 
worship, during “ a season of reviral,” leap from their seats, 
throw their arms wildly in the air, shout vehemently ai# un- 
mtelligibly, cry, groan, rend their clothes, and fail into cata- 
feptic trances. 

On almost every large plantation, and in every neighbour- 
hood of small ontw, there is one man wl»o lias I’ome to 1 k» 
considered the hetail or jmtor of tlie local clmn-h. Tlie office* 
among the negroes, as among all other pcxiple, cemfers a 
certain importance and |K>wcr. A jmrt of the reverence 
attaching to the dutim Is given to the prson ; vanity imd 
self-confidence are cultiTOted, and a hight*r ambition aroused 
than can usually enter the mind of a slave. The sdf-rospcctof 
the preacher is also oftc-n iut;reased by the consideration in 
wbich he is held by his master, as well as by his fellows ; 
thus, the preachers generally have an air of superiority to 
other n^roes ; they acquire a remarkable memory of words, 
phrases, and forms; a curious sort of poetic talent is de- 
veloped, and a habit is obtained of rhapsodizing and exciting 
furkms emotions, to a great degree spurious and temporary, 
in themselves and others, tluough the imagination. I was 
introduced, the other day, Jo a preacher, who was represented 
to be quite distinguished among them. I took ^ hand, 
tespectfully, and said I was happy to meet him. Ho seemed 
to take this for a joke, and laughed heartily. He was a 
“ driver,” and my friend said — 

“He drives tte negroes at tl» cotton all thewaak,'*!^ 
Sundays he drives them at the Gospel — don't pu, Ned ?” 
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He commenced to reply in some scriptural phrase, soberly ; 
but before he could say three words, began to laugh again, 
and roc^led off like a drunken man— entirely overcome with 
monimcnt. He recovered himself in a moment, and returned 
to us. 

They say he preaches very powerfully, too." 

“ Ym, massa ! Ttordin’ to der grace — yah ! yah f ’ 

Aud he staggered off again, with the peculiar hearty negro 
guffaw. My friiud's tone was, I suppose, slightly humorous, 
l)ut I was grave, and n^iUy meant to trf?fit him respectfully, 
wishing to draw him into conversation ; but he liad got the 
impassion tliut it was intended to make fun of him, and 
genea>usly amiiming a merry humour, 1 found it imjKxssible 
to g4*t a serious reply. 

A iruijorit)’ of the public houses of worship at the South 
are small, rude structures of logs, or rough iMiaaiB, built by 
the iinitol lalx)ur or contributions of the j^eople of a large 
iX'ighhiurlKKxl or district of cv»uiitry, and are nsed as places 
of iissembly for all j)ublic jmrpow^. Few of them have any 
regular clergymen, but pnuehers of diffenmt denominations 
go from one to another, sometimes in a defined rotation, or 
** circuit," so that they nuty bo exprx’^hd at each of their 
stations at n^gular intervals. A kh* n^port c»f the Southern 
Aid StH’iety shife^s tlrnt hardly one-fifth of the preachers are 
regularly (xlucahd for their business, and that “ you wjpuld 
starve a host of them if you delMnrfd tthem fo*m aeciking 
adilitional support for thi‘ir families by worldly occupation." 
In one presbjiery of the Prosbyttrian Churcrh, which k, 
r)erlia];>», the richest, and includes the most educated body of 
people of all the Southern Churches, thc^ are twenty-<Mq|| 
ministers whose w^agas are not over two hundred and fi% 
doUars m*h. Tlio proportion of ministers, of oil sorte, to 
people, is estiimik^ at one to thirteen hundred. (In the Wwb 
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States it is estiinaknl at one to niue limidrtxl.j The rejK)rt 
of this Society also states, that ‘‘ within tht! limits of the 
Unitai States religions destitution lie's eomparativtdy at the 
South and South-wt'st ; and tlmt from the sidthaueui of 
tlie country tla^ North hits pimTvctl a decided religious 
superiority over the South, ('sjKxunlly in imjKirtmit 

particiiJiirs : in ample supply o( Christian institutions ; ex- 
tensive supply of Christian tjruth ; and tliorough Christian 
regimen, lx>th in the Church and in the Cimimunity. ’ It is 
addal that, ‘‘ while the Sonth-W(*st4*ni Stat(*s have always 
nash\l a stronger arm of tlu‘ ('hrisiiau mini>try k> raU* them 
up toward a Christimi fsjmility with their Xorilarn hrftliivn, 
their su])j)ly in this resjwxd has always Un ii d<s idtdly in- 
ferior/* The reaiS4>n of this is the same with that which ex- 
plains thegenenil ignonin(*e of the ]HS)|»le etf the Saith : The 
of Slavery in {Uev»‘uting .MH*ial asstuhation of the whites, 
and in enc*'mi*agiiig vagalK»iul and impmvidmt laibits of lifo 
among the jxxjr. 

The two largi^st deriomiimtiims of Christians at the South 
nni the MethorlLsts and Ikptists — the hist liavitig a nnmerical 
HnjsTiority. Then? are some snUlivisious of naeh, aial of the 
ISapiists espcx^ially, the imtiire of whieh I do not undi'rstaud. 
Two gnmd dirisions the llaptisis an? known as the Hard 
Sliells and the Soft Shells. There is an int4*nst* rivalry and 
jfmlousy among thewi various scxrts and sul>-s<s;ds, and the 
controversy them is carriHl f»n with a hitt4TI^t?^w atwl 

.pf*rHmk*nc€ exwtliiig anything which I have known at the 
North, and in a manner whieh curiously imimiUm how the 
imm Christianity, piety, etc., are misapplied to fkariiiianahip 
and conditions of the imagination. 

A general want of e««cmtial revertfiico of elmmeta* to 
be evideuwl in the frwjueui faituUar and pnblie niseof ©xpiW* 
rions of rare reveretax;, and in liighH-soloured d«»cri|iti*iua irf 
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perHonal feelings and sontimenta, which, if actual, can only he 
among a man’s dearest, most interior and secret, stillest, and 
most nncomraunicablo esporiemces. Mon talk in public places, 
ill tlie churches, and in bar-rooms, in the stage-coach, and at 
the fireside, of tlicir jHirsonal communions vrith the Deity, and 
of tlic mututiouM of their iiarmony with His Spirit, just as they 
do al»mt their family and business matters. The famiiar use 
of Scripture expressions by the uegtoos, I have already indi- 
estwl. 'I'his is not coufinwl to tlicm. A dnun-«eller adver- 
tises thas ; — 

•■•FAIT!! WITJIOFT WOIIKK IS 1>KAI»/ 

1 \ nr«Irr to in n inor^tr ' honorMt*!** ' tmtsinK**#, 1 ofifcr for fkak\ chciap 

for my HttK'k of 

HAIt-nXTrUES. mi.UAKD TAItU; Ac., At. 

If ji(*t |>nvaU !y, iUv tiny Mny, I will mcII \hv khik* sil puhlm 
ujirtio!} ’Shcvr mo thy l&iith without thy w*irk>, ami I will t*h«'W m} 
fuith h} my workii.* R KEYSKH." 

At II Sunday diimer-tnhlo, at a village inn in Virginia, two 
or till! (' men had taken Heals with me, who had, as they said, 
“ Ixen to tlie preuchin'." A child liud Ken Kiptiaxl, and the 
diissiHi'M.* liail K-en a dt-fi-nce of iiibuit Iwjitism. 

“I’m daninetl," said one, “ef he Uchwl on the primary 
sigiiiticauce of Uiptism, at ail — bnryin’ with Jesu.s.” 

“ They wiis Uie weakest arguments for sprinklin’ that ever 
I Lt*i ril, ” Kaid auotlier — a hot, red-faced, corpulent man — 
“and Ilia senuon was two houia long, for when h< stopped I 
l<s>keJ at my watch. 1 tlionght it should K‘ a lesson to me, 
for I couldn’t help going to sb'cp. Says 1 to Uncle John, 
says I — ho sot next to me, and 1 whisjHsrwl to him — says I, 
‘ When he gita to Dnuker Hill, you wake me up,’ £)r I seehe 
was K)und to go clean Kick to the Kginnin’ of things.” 

“ Uncle John is an £pis(X>palittn, aiut he ?” 

“Yes.” 
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“ Well, there Aint no religion in that, no how.” 

“ No, there aint” 

“ Well now, you wouldn’t think it, but I’ve studied into 
rdigion a heap in my life.” 

“ Don’t seem to have done you much pood.” 

“ No it aint, not yet, but I’ve studied into it, and I know 
what it is.” 

“ There aint but one way, Benny.” 

“ I know it.” 

“ Rejjcnt of your sins, and believe in Christ, and be 
immersed — that’s all.” 

“ I know it.” 

” Wt^ll, I hope the Lord’ll bring you to it, ’fore you die.” 

“ Reckon he will — hope so. .sure.” 

“ You wouldn’t liardly think that fat man was a preacher 
'himself, would you ?” said the hiiidhuly to me, after they Idft. 

“ Certainly not,” 

“ He is, though, but I don't think much of B»t sort and 
the landlady immediately la^'an to deseribe to me the religious 
history of the neighbourhood. It was some different here, she 
said slie reckoned, in reply to a remark of mine, from what it 
was at the North. Most resq^ectablo p<<oj)le lier^mc pious 
here Wfore tliey got to be very ohl, (««pccially ladies. Yonng 
ladic-s were always gay and went to l«I!s till they were miir 
twenty years ol3, but from eighteen to twenty-five they gene- 
rally got rehgion, and then tluy stopped right short, and 
never danced or carried^on any Hfier tlrat. Sometimea it 
wasn’t till after they were married, but there weita’t mai^ 
ladies who had cliildren that wram't pious. She herself was aa 
exception, for abe had three chUdmi and had not got reUgion 
yet ; sometimes she was frightened to think how Old ahe was 
— ^ber cliildren growing up about her ; but she diM so 0ke 
d ;nciog — she hoped her turn would come — she knev it wiold 
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— she a pious and praying moflier, and she reckoned her 

prayers mnst be heard, and so on. 

The religions sereice which I am abont tb describe, was 
held in a less than nsnally mde meeting-honse, the boards by 
which it WHS enclosed being planed, the windows glazed, and 
the seats for the white people provided with badw. It stood 
in a small clearing of the woods, and there was no habitation- 
within two miles of it. When I reached it with my friends, 
tlie senices had already commenced. Fastened to trees, in a 
circle about tlie houw, there were nwinv saddled horstw and 
mulw, and a few nttacliwl to carta or wa/:;Ron«. There were 
two amouldering cjiiiip-fircra, around wiiich sat circles of 
ne|?rcNf*s and white lioy«, roastin^;^ j>otah>e« in the ashes. 

In the some fifty wliite people, geneTOny 

dri^5i«l in Iinme«s}mn, and of tlie class calk^i ‘*cniek<‘rH,” 
though I was told that some of them owned a good many 
negrot's. and wen^ hy no means so jKXir as their apiM^amnce 
indiealtHl, Alxnit one-third of tlie house, at the end opimite 
the desk, was coven*<l hx a gall»TV or cock-loft, under and in 
which, distinctly sejairatcd fnmi the whites, was a denstj Ixidy 
of negnK*s; the men on one side, the women on anotlier. 
The whiu»s wt*ro sefihd promiscuously in the liody of the 
house. The nognxjs [iresent outinimlx^nd the whiki?, hut 
the cxeK*ise« at this time secrmcd to Imve no rfjference to 
them ; there wore nainy more waiting abont the doors ont- 
side, and they were exj)OcUng to enjoy a meeting to tbem- 
selves, after the whites had left the bonso. They were gene- 
rally neatly dressed, more so Uian the majority of the whites 
present, but in a distinctly plantation or slave style. A few 
of them wore somewliat exjwnsive articles, evidently of their 
own selection and purchase ; bat I observed, with tome sur- 
prise, that not one of the women had a bonnet npon her head, 
bU wearing handkerchiefs, gcncially of gay pattoms, and 
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l^ecominply arrangal. I inqnirml if tliia was entirely a 
mattiT of taste, and wis told that it, no doubt, was generally 
so, though the nnisters would not prolxiWy allow them to 
lionneis, if tliev should U* disjaml to, juid wliould pur- 
ehasi* Ihoni themstdves, tis it would U* tliought presuming. 
In the towns, the eoloimJ women often, but not generally, 
wem* Unmtds. 

Daring all the exert‘ist‘s, poiiplt^ of l»oth cliww'S were 
freiiuently going out and coming in ; the womiui luul brought 
th*‘ir Isihies mih tliein, and tln^se made much disturhiincc, 
A negro girl would 8t)iJU‘tinu^ <‘ouie forward to taike a child 
out ; jK‘rhaj«?i the child would prefer not to U* taken out, and 
would make loud and angry obj<*ctions ; it would then U* ftil. 
Si veral w'en> allowt^l to emwl al^mt tfu' carrying hiiiab 
fills of ei>rn-bmul and nnistisl jHUat^M-s aUait with them ; one 
had a fancy to enter th(‘ puljul ; which it s«ceeod<4 in climb- 
ing into threi> times, and was tis utkui takiui away, in spik 
loud and tearful exf>i>stulatious. by its fatIuT. Dogs were not 
excludeil ; and outside, tin* dcMirn and windows all being open, 
tin re w’liH iiiutdi maghing and bmying, unused as the 
muli’S and horsiis to si*i» ao nuiny of their kind assembled. 

The preliinimirv dc vcdioaal exereis*ja — a Scrijitmre niiding, 
singing, and painfully irrini-n utial and meaiiingli««» htrangucss 
nomifially ad<lrc*ss4;«l to tin- Deity, but nully to the amliiaia* 
— Wing eonelutbsl, th«3 si rnnui was coniiiienml by reading a 
text, with which, Jmwi.^Virr, it }ia<l, far as I could discover, 
no further ansociation.^ Without often Wing violent in hi^ 
manner, the sfajiiker nwly all the time crml aloud at the 
nim<Mt idnftch of his voice, m if calling to some one a Dug 
distance off; as bis discxmiwe was extemporanaoua, howfuver, 
he m>metmm ri4amal with c urious i&ti hi lik natanil mi- 
vemtional tone ; and a» h© was gifted with a atiinig iwgi- 
nation, and {iOBa©m*d of a gofsl deal of dmiimtiQ |ioi«*r, 
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kept die attention of‘ tlio people very well. There was no 
argument njwu any point that the congregation were likely 
to have much difference of opinion ujk>u, nor any ajMsekl cun- 
uadion hetweiui one senkfuce and another ; yet there was a 
coiistaut, sly, secUirku Hkirmishing, and a frequently recur- 
ring caiujoiiade ujx)n French iniidelity and socialism, and 
several crasliing ehargf'S u|x>tt Fourier, the Po|>e of iiome, 
Tom Paints VolUiire, lioosu/' and Ji>e SmitL The audience 
wt‘re fnx jueutly remimhxl ilmi the prwicher did not want their 
attention h)r iuiy purjHjHO of las own ; !)ut that he demanded 
a res[KX‘tful hearing as “ the amUissador of Cla*isi/' He had 
Uie habit of £re<juently reja^aling a phni»t% or of bringing for- 
ward ibe same idwi in a slightly different ft»nn, a great many 
tinges. The following jwisstige, of which I Ux>k notes, j^ri'SHinis 
an example ul this, foil >wed by one of tlie U*st instaiuM^ of 
liis dnauatic talent tlmt (x*eiirred. Ht^ was Imniug far over 
the di‘sk, with his arm striUelud forwanl, gi^ticulating Yir>- 
lehtly, yt'Iling at tlie highest key, and catching breath with an 
eflbrt ; — 

“ A — ah ! why don’t you come to Christ ? all ! what’s the 
reason ? ah ! Is it Ixxaiise he was of hnvhj hiiih / ah ! Is 
tluit it ? h if Uciiiist' he was lx)m in a manger ? ah ! Is it 
he was of a humble origin ? all ! Is it Ijocaust^ he was 
lowly l»oni? a-ha ! Is it lxx^iuw\ ah ! — is it ljccausi% all ! — 
Ixxaim* he was called a Nasainun? ? Is it Ixx'iuise hv wrs horn 
in a stable ? — or is it Ixxjiiusi* — lieeause ho was of humble 

origin ? Or is it — is it Ho drtnv kick, and after a 

moment H gileiice jmt his hand to his chin, and IxigHU widking 
up and down the platform of the pulpit, solilcxjuizing. ‘^It 
can’t b(» - it can’t bo — ?” Then lifting his ej <38 and gi'adually 
tuniing Uiwards the audience, while he ctmtinued to sjxmk in 
u low, thoughtful tone : “ Perhajis yon don’t like the me^ar* 
g^—is that the reason ? Pm the ambassador of the great 
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and glorions King; it’s his invitation, ’taint mine. Yon 
mnsn’t mind me. I ain't no account. Suppose a ragged, 
insignificant little bc^ should come running in here and tell 
yon, ‘ Mister, your house's a-fire !’ would yon mind the nigged, 
insignificant little hoy, and refuse to listen to him, because he 
didn’t look respectable ?” 

At the end of Ihe sermon hestepped down from the pulpit, 
and, croRsing the house towards the negroes, said, quietly, os 
he walked, “ I take great interest in the jioor blacks ; and 
thi.s evening I am going to hold a meeting sjKX’ially for you.” 
With this he turned l»ck, and without re-entering the pulpit, 
but strolling up and down lif'fore it. rcaid a bjTun, at the oon- 
clnsion of which, he laid his lx>ok down, and speaking for a 
moment with nattuul emjihasis, said — . 

“ I don’t want to create a tnmnltnons scene, now ; — that 
isn’t my intention. I don’t want to make an excitement, — 
ttiat aint what I want, — hut I feel tliat there’s stime here tlmt 
I may never see again^ ah ! and, ns I may never liave another 
opiiKirtunity, I fwl it my duty as an amljostuulor (rf Jenm 

Christ, ah ! before I go ” By this time ho had rotunud 

to the high key and whining yell. Exactly what he fidt it 
his duty to do, I did not understand ; hut evidently to employ 
some more powerful agency of awakening tluui arguments 
and appeals to the understanding ; and, liofiire I eonhl con- 
jecture, in the l<^t, of wliat sort this was to Im, while lie was 
yet speaking calmly, deprecating excitement, my attention 
was attracted to sereeal men, who had previously apfMored 
sleepy and indifferent, hut who now suddenlj began hi jigb, 
raise their heads, and tsars — some standing up, M thiit 

they might Iw oTsterved in doing this by the wholt con* 
gregation— the tears running down tbw onm iriUKMl axv 
interruption. The spea^, presently, was crying ilo«4 * 
mournfol, distressed, beteechlng shriek, as if he wen 
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suftbring torture : “ Oh, any of you fond parents, who know 
that any of your dear, sweet, little ones may be, oh ! at any 
moment snatched right away horn your bosom, and cast into 
hell tire, oh ! there to suffer torment for erer and ever, and 
ever and ever — Oh ! ootne out here and help tu pray for them 1 
Ob, any of you mvoi that has got an unoouTerted husband, 
that won’t go along with you to eternal glory, but is set upon 
being separated from yon, oh ! and taking up his bed in hell 
— Ob ! I odl ujwu you, if you love him, now tb come out 
kero and jino us in praying for him. Ob, if there's a husband 
here, whose wife is still in the bond of iniquity," etc., through 
a long categorj’. 

It was immediately evident tlmt a lif ge pert of the audience 
underabaxl his wish to be the reverse of what he had declared, 
aud considered themseUss called njion to assist him ; and it 
was astonishing to see with what readiness the faces of those 
who, up to the moment he gave Ute signal, had appeared 
drowsy and stupid, were made to ex{»^ distressing excite* 
ment, sighing, groaning, aud wcq>ing. Kising in their seats, 
and walking up to the pulpit, they gras])ed each other's bonds 
agonizingly, and remained, mme kuceliug, others standing, 
with their laces U>wards Uie remainder of the assembly. 
There was great confusion aud tumult, and the poor children, 
evidently impressed by the terrified tone of the howling 
preacher, writh the ex])ectation of some immediately impanding 
calamity, shrieked, and ran hither and thither, till negro 
girls came forward, laughing at the imposition, aud carried 
them out. 

At Imgth, when some twmty bad gathered aioimd the 
preacher, and it became evident that no more conld be drawn 
oat,he stopped a moment for breath, aud thm repeated a 
of a hymn, which being snng. Jie again oominenoei to 
ay aloud, ailing now upon all Uw nneonverted, who were 
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mUinff to he wivoil, to kneel. A few did fio, and another 
vei^ wiiii snug, {o11ow(h 1 hv another more fervent exhortation. 
So it went on ; at en(di verse his entreatii^s, waminp^s, and 
thrc^nts, and the r(>s]X)nHive f^oaiis, so1*r, and ejaenhttionB of 
his coterie ^rew londtT ruid stronp^er. Tluwe who r(*fnsed to 
kneel were address4*d as standin*' on the l»rink <»f the infernal 
jnt, into which a dialx^lical di\’inity was nioinentarily on the 
|X)int of Batlsfying the na'essitiea of his charketer hy hurling 
them off. 

All this time atx>nt a dozen of tlie andieiiee remain(*d 
standing, many were kntH ling, and tlie larger |»art had taken 
their sc^iits — all having risen nt the e<unmeneemeni i)f th.e 
ringing. Those who oontiinusl standing wen^ mainly wild- 
looking young fellows, who glanei*<l with smiles at one 
anotluT, as if they netnhd encoumgt^ment to hnizeu it otit. 
A few young women were evitlently fearfully exeiUri, and 
perceptibly tremhksl, hut for some reason dared not kneel, or 
compromise, hy sitting. One of these, a good-looking and 
gaily-dressed girl, shnxl near, and dinx'tly k^fore the pretudirT, 
her lips compres8<il, and her eyes fixed fiercely and defiantly 
upon him. He for some time concentrated his force ujam 
her ; Imt she was t(K) strong for him, he could not bring her 
down. At length, shaking his finger toward hir, with a 
terrible expression, as if he had the ]K)wer, and did not hiek 
the incliimtion, to damn her for her resistance to his will, he 
said: I tell you this is the Iasi call !'* She hit her lips, 

and turned paler, hut* still stood erect y and defiant of the 
immense magnetism concentrated ujK)n her ; and ho gave it 
up himself, quite exhau8te<l writh the effort. 

The last verse of the hymn was sung. A oomparatkely 
quiet and sokr repetition of Scripture phramjs, strung to** 
gether heterogeneously and without meaning, in the form of 
prayer, followed, a UmecKction was pronoimcot, and in five 
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minutes all the people were out of the door, with no traee of 
the j>revif>ua excit<*m(»nt left, hut jnoBt of the men talking 
mgerly of the price of cothm, and negroes, and other 
newH. ^ 

The ncgnw k(‘i)t their place during all of the tumidt ; 
th<*n* imiy have l>c<*n a sympathetic grotm or exclamation 
ulten^l hy (»«(* or two of them, hut genemlly they c^xprcsascxl 
only the intend of curioHity in the prfx'eedings, such as 
KTin»iM»iui[H might at a perfonjmiK'e of the dancing den'iHlK?8, 
an Indian jwjw-wow, or an exhibition ot “ psychological ’* or 
**Hjnrituar' phenomena, making it very evident that the 
emotion of the |)i*rfonncrs was optionally c ngage<l in, as an 
appropriate jpart (»f <lfvine s^-m'ee. There w^w genemlly a 
w‘lf-satisfii*d nmile ujX)n their faces ; and I have no dcmbt 
they felt that they a>uld do it with a gotsl deal more energy 
and aWndon, if they were calKd upm. I did not wish to 
clfdain my companion to witm*ss law they suecmh'd, when 
their tuni came ; ahd I can only jiulge from the liiet, that 
those I saw the next morning were so hoars(^ that they could 
.scarcely sp(*ak, that the religious exercises they most enjoy 
are rather hard ujh)U the limgs, wliatever their efiect may l.e 
upon the soul. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

THE SOUTH-WEST, ALABAMA ANl> MLSSLSSIPPL 

3/oi/fo. — I left Sa^’aniudi for the by the Macon 

road ; the train started punctually to a set^oud, at its ativar- 
tise<l time ; the »i>e6d was not ^raat, hut refijular, and h^ 
time was lost unnecassarily, at way-stations, than usually on 
our Xorthem roads. 

I liavo tniTellKl more tlian live hiindretl mihw on tlie 
Georgia roads, and I am glad to say that all of them seem 
to Ije exceedingly well managed. Tlie sjieed ujK)n them is 
not generally more than frc»ra tifU'en to twenty miles an 
hour ; but it is made, as advertisal, with (x>nmdenibie pune- 
tuality. The roads are admirably enginecTod and oonstruetoi 
and their equipuwmt will a>mpare favourably with tlmt of any 
other roads on the continent. There are now upwards 
of twelve hundrecl miles of niilnmd in the State, and more 
building. The Savaimah and Macon line — the first built 
— Vim commencal in 1834. The increased commerce 
of the city of Savannah, which followeil its completion, 
stimulated many othef railroad enterprises, not only within 
the State, but elsewhere at the South, jmrticnkrly in Sooth 
Carolina, Many of these were rasldy pushed forward by men 
of no experience, and but Uttle commercial judgment; the 
roads were injudiciously laid out^ and liave badly 
managed, and, of course, have occasioned diiNistlom} loi»c«. 
The Savannah and Macon road has, however, betn Tiry 
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cessfnl. The receipts are now over g 1,000,000 annnally ; 
the road is well stocked, is out (rf debt, and its husineas is 
constantly increasing ; the stock is above par, and the stock- 
holders ore receiving eight per cent, dividends, with a hand- 
Homo 8nr])laH on hand. It has Ijeen always, in a giea^ 
degree, under the manag<>ment of Northern men — was 
engineeri'tl, and is still worked diiefly by Norfliem men, and 
a large amount of its stock is owned at the North. I am told 
Hint most of the moclianics, and of the suocosfiful merchants 
and tradesmen of Savannah oimo originally from the North, 
or are the sorts of Northern men. 

Partly by mil au<l ]«rtly by rapid Btage-c<iacbing (the 
co8chi«, horses, and drivers again from the North), I crossed 
the Slate in alxjiit twenty-four hours. The railroad is siuca 
eutm*ly comidettvl from Savannah to DIontgomery, in Ala; 
l»ma, and is Isnng extmlMl slowly towimls tho ilississippi ; 
of coumc with the exjK'ctatiou that it will eveutaally rtvich 
the pB’.iftc, ami tints make Savonmih “the gate to the oom- 
mer(!o of tlio world.” Ship-masters will ho|)e that, when 
either it or its rival in South Carolina has secured tluit honour, 
they will suweed, lietter than they yet have done, in remov- 
ing tho liars, jihysical and legal, by which commerce is now 
anuoywl in its endeavours to stfrve them. 

At Columbus, I spent sevenil (kys. It is the largest mann- 
fikcturing town, south of Ilichmond, in the Slave Sta:es. It 
is situated at tlie Falls, and tho head of steamboat navigation 
of the Cliatahoodie, the western loundary of Georgia. The 
water-jKiwer is suJlicieut to drive two hundred thousand 
Bpindlin, with a proportiomito number of looms. There are, 
prohaUy, at present from fifreen to twenty tbonsand spindles 
nuffiing. The o|)emtivea in the cotton-milk are naid to be 
mainly “ Cracker girls ” (jroor whites from the ootmctiy), who 
earn, in good times, by pioce-wutk, from Ed to E12amoiiAli, 

YOU I, X 
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Tlier© are, besides the cotton-mills, one woollen-mill, one 
paper-mill, a foundry, a cotton-pin factory, a macdiine-sbop, 
etc. The lalK>iirer« in all these are mainly whites, and they 
are in such a condition that, if tempomrily thrown out of 
employment, great numbers of them are at once reduced to a 
state of destitution, and are dependent upn credit or cliarity 
for their daily food. Public entertainments were lieing 
held at the time of my visit, tJie profits to be applicnl 
to tiie relief of oj>erative!3 jn mills which Ixad k^en Btopjved 
by the effects of a late flood of the river. Yet Slavery ia 
constantly boasted to be a i)erft‘ct safegujml against such 
distxcBS. 

I had seen in no phice, since I left Wasliington, so much 
gambling, intoxication, and cniel Irealmeut of servants in 
public, as in Columbus. This, possibly, was amdental ; but 
I must caution persons, tnivelling for health or pleasure, to 
avoid stopping in the tomi. The hotel in which 1 lodged 
was disgustingly dirty; tlie table revolting; the waiters 
stupid, inatkmtive, and annoying. It was the stage-house ; 
but I was informed tliat the other public-hoiisf} was no better. 
There are very go<Kl inns at Macon, and at Montgomery, AJa- 
Imma ; and it will k kst for an invalid proceeding from 
Savannah westu’ard, if possible, not to sjxind a night U^tween 
these towns. 

A day’s jou|iiey took me from Columbus, tlirougb a billy 
vrildernesH, with a few dreary rilhiges, and many isolated 
cotton farms, with comfortless habitations for bkek and w^hito 
upon them, to Montgomery, the capital of Alakma. 

Montgomery is a town, witli pleasant suburbs, 

and a remarkably enterijrising population, among which there 
ia a considerable projxjrtion of Northern and foreign-bom 
business-men and mechanics. 

I spent a week here, and then left for Mobile^, on til# 
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steamboat Fashion, a clean and well-ordered boat, with 
polite arwl obliging officers* We were two days and a lialf 
making the passiige, the boat stopping at almost every bluff 
and landing h> ‘take on cotton, until she ha*l a freight of 
nineteen hundred lialcM, which w'as built up on the guards, 
seven or eight tiers in height, and until it reached the hurri- 
cane dock. The Ixmt was thus brought so deep that her 
guards were in the watcT, and the ripple of the river con- 
sbintly waslial over them* Tliere are hvo hundred landings 
on tlm Alaljaiiia river, and three hundred on the Bigby 
(Toml)ecklK.^ of the g(M>grapber8), at which the Ixmts ad- 
vertifti* hi c^all, if re^piircMl, for iJa-ssengers or freight. This, 
of course, m^kes the passage excwiiiig^* tcniious. The so- 
calhd landings, liowever, have not in many cases the slightest 
artificial acc^imnuKlatinns for the purpose of a landing. The 
l)oat s hawser, if usc^l, ig nuide fast to a living trc*e ; there is 
not a sign of a wharf*, often no house in sight, and sometimes 
no distinct road. 

The principal town at which we landed was Selma, a pleajsant 
village, in one comer of wdiich I came ujxjii a tall, ill-pro- 
j>orti()ned, broken-wiiKlow<>d brick iKinrack ; it had no gromids 
alxjut it, was close ujwui the highway, was in every way dirtj’, 
neglecie^l, and forlorn in expression. I inquired what it was, 
and was answenxl, tht' ** Young Ladies’ College.” There 
were a num1x»r of pretty private gardens in#the town, iu 
which I noticcHi several evergreen cxiks, the first I hod seen 
since k^aving Savannah. 

At Clailiome, amdher village upn the river, we landed at 
nine o’clock on a Sunday night. It is situated n|)on a liluff, 
a hundred and fifty feet high, with a nearly perpendicular 
htink, upon tlie river. The Ixmt eamo to the shore at the 
fix)t of a plank slide-way, down which cotton was sent to it, 
from a war^ouso at the top. 

X 2 
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There was something truly Western in the direct, reckless 
way in which the lx)at was lojided. A strong gang-plank 
being placed at right angles to the slide-way, a Imle of cotton 
was let slide from the top, and, coming do\\Ti with feari*ul 
Telocity, on striking the gang-phuik, it would relx)imd up and 
out on to the boat, against a bairicade of bales prcriously ar- 
ranged to receive it. The moment it struck this l)arricade, 
it w’^ould be dashed at by two or tlireo men, and jerked out of 
the way, and others would roll it to its place for the voyage, 
on the tiers aft. The mate, standing near the bottom of the 
slide, as soon as the men had removed one hile to what he 
thought a safe distance, would shout to those aloft, and down 
would come another. Xot unfrequently, a hile would not 
strike fairly on its end, and would relx)und off, diagonally, 
overboard ; or would be thrown up with such force as to 
go over the Imrricade, breaking stanchions and niilings, and 
scattering the passengers on the berth de<?k. Negro InindB 
were sent to the top of the Ijaiik, to roll the bales to tlio side, 
and Irishmen were kept Wow' to remove them, and stow 
them. On asking the mate (with some surmisings) the rea- 
son of this arrangement, he said — 

The niggers are worth too much to bo risked here ; if 
the Paddies are knocked overboard, or get tlieir Imcks broke, 
nobody loses anything 

There were^about one hundred passengers on the Fashion, 
besides a number of poor people and negroes on the lawyer 
deck. They were, generally, cotton-planters, going to 
Mobile on business, or •emigrants lK>und to Texas or 
Arkansas. They wefe usually well dressed, but were a 
rough, coarse style of people, drinking a great deal; and 
most of the time under a little alcoholic excitement. Not 
sociable, except when the topics of cotton, land, and negroes, 
were started ; interested, however, in talk about theatres mA 



ALABAJCA AKD HBSISSIPPX. 


277 


the tiirf ; very profane ; often showing the handles of con- 
cealed weapons aljoiit their persons, but not quarrelsome, 
avoiding disputes and altercations, and respectful to one 
another in forms of words ; very ill-infonned, except on plan- 
tation business; their language un|r8nimatical, fliomatic, 
and cxtravagiint. Their grand chan^teristics — simplicity of 
motives, vague, shallow, and purely objective habits of 
thought ; and bold, self-reliant movement. 

With all their individual independence, I soon could per- 
ceive a very great lioniogeneousness of character, by which 
they were diHtiiiguislialJo from any other j>eo])le with whom 
I ha/1 Ijcfore l)eeii tlirown in contact ; and I l)c^gan to study 
it with interest, as the Anglo-Saxon development of the 
South-west 

I found that, more than any people I had ever seen, they 
were unniteablc by dre^, taste, forms, and exjxmditures. I 
wtis jxqdexed by finiling, apparently united in the same in- 
(lividuiil, the self-i^ossession, confidence, and the use of ex- 
preasions of chderence, of the well-e(piipi>ed gentleman, and 
the coarscmess and low tasb^ of the uncivilized Ikw — frank- 
ness and rescn^e, recklessness and eelf-restraiut, extravagtuice, 
and ixnuriouaness. 

Thture was one man, who livt'd, when he was to liome,’* 
as he told me, “ in the lied River Country,'’ in the north- 
eastern part of T(»xas, having emigmted iliitlier from*, 
Alalama, some years l>efore. He was a tail, thin, awk^vard 
person, tmd wore a suit of elothea (pnibahly lx)Ught “ ready- 
made ") which woulxl have Ix^tter suited a short., fiit figtire. 
Under his waistcoat he carried a large knife, with the liilt 
generally protniding at the breast. He had been with his 
&mily to his former home, for a business purpose, and was 
now returning to his plantation. His wife was a. pale and 
haraaaed-looking woman ; and he scarce ever paH her the 
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gmalleet aiteniion, not evai attmg naur her atthepnUio 
table. Of his children, however, ho seemed very fond ; and 
they had a negro servant in attendance nimu them, whom he 
was constantly scolding and threatening. Having been from 
homo for six weeks, his imiMticuco to return was very groat, 
and was constantly aggravated by the fre«|uent and long- 
eontmiied stopjMgcs of the lioat. “ Time’s money, time's 
monf'v !” he would be constantly saying, while we were 
taking on cotton — “ time’s worth more'n money to iiio now ; 
a hundred per cent, more, ’cause 1 left my niggers all alone ; 
not a dam white man within four mile on ’em.” 

I asked bow many negroes he laid. 

“ I’ve get twenty on ’em to home, and tluir they ar ! and 
thar they ar ! and thar aint a dam wul ef a white follow 
within four mile on ’em." 

“ They are picking cotton, I suppose ? ’ 

“ No, I got tlirough jiickin’ ’fore I left.” 

“ Wliat work have they to do, tlien, now ?” 

*• I set ’em to clairin’, hut they aint doin’ a dam tiling — 
not a dam thing, they aint ; that's wat tlicy are doin’, that 
is — not a dam thing. I know that, as well as you do. 
Tlwt’s the reason time’s an object. I told tlio captiigir so, 
wen I came alxiard : says I, ‘ capting,’ says I, ‘ time is in 
the ohjeirtive case with me.’ No, sir, they aint doin’ a dam 
solitary thing ; that’s what Utey are np to. I know that os 
well as anybody ; I do. But I'll make it np, 111‘make it 
up, when I get thar, now you’d laitter believe.” 

Once, when a lot of cdtton, Iwled writh nuusnal neatness, 
was coming on Ixiard, and some donbt had lieeu expresaedi as 
to the economy of the method of haling, he said very loudly : 

Well, now. I’d he willin' to bet my salvation, that tlw 
thar’s the heaviest halos that’s ctmio on to tins bust.” 

“ 111 bet you a hundred doUan of it,” aoswered ime. 
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Well, if I was in the hahit of bettiii’, Fd do it. 1 aiat a 
bettiii’ man. Bat 1 am a cotton man, I am, and 1 don’t cm* 
who knovm it. I know cotton, I do. Fm dam I know 
anythin’ hut cotton. 1 ought to know cotton, I bad. Fro 
been at it ever sin’ 1 was a chile." 

“ Htranger,’’ he asked me once, “did you ever come up on 
the Lfiwoezay ? She’s a right ranart pretty boat, she is, the 
Ix»w«‘xay ; the bfwt [ ever see on the Alabamy river. They 
wanted nifi to watt and como down on her, hut I told ’em 
time was in tlw objective case to me. Slie is a right pretty 
Wt, and her capting's a high-tone gentleman; haint no 
objections to find with him — he’s a high-tone gentleman, 
that’s what he is. But the pilot — well, damn him ! He 
run bir right ont of the river, up into the woods — didn't nm 
her in the river, at all. When I go al)oanl a steamboat, I like 
to k»j<*p in the river, somewor ; hut that pilot, ho t<»k her 
right tiji into tlie woods. It was just clairin’ land. Chiirin 
laud, aud plavin' hell giuenilly, all night ; not folleriug the 
river at all. I kdieve ho was drunk. Ho lunst liave been 
dnmk, for I could keep a Iwat in Ujo river myi»>lf. I’ll never 
go in a boat where the pilot’s drunk all the time. I hike a 
glass too much mystdf, »)metuae8 ; but I don’t hold twQ 
hundred lives in the holler of my htmd. I was in my berth, 
and ho run her straight out of the river, slap up into the 
furest. It threw me clean out of my berth, out ontor the 
floor; I didn't sleep any more while I was aliooid. The 
Leweezay’s a right smart pretty little boat, and her capting’s 
a high-tone gentleman. They hev good livin’ aboard of her, 
too. Haan't no objections on that score ; weddin’ flxina all 
the time ; but 1 won’t go in a boat war the pilot’s drunk I 
set some vally on the life of two hundred aonk. They 
wanted to hcv me come down on her, but I told ’em time was 
in the objective case." 
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There ware three yomg negwm, carnal by another Teian, 
on tht deck, outnide the aibin. I don't know why tliev were 
not allowai to k* with the other eniij^oant «lavew, curried on 
the lower deck, imle-«a the owner wiu? at’mid of their trying 
to get awiiy, and had no handciitlk Hiinill enongh for them. 
They wen^ kns ; the oldest twelve or fonrta'U yeai'K <dd, the 
youngest not more tlian seven. They had evidaitly been 
bought lately by their present owner, juul prolwbly had jnst 
been taken from their parents. They lay on the dcrk and 
slept, with no Ixxl hut the pawngern' luggage, and no 
ttwer hut a single blanket for each. Rirly one morning, 
after a very stormy night, when tliey •must have snffeml 
laneli from the driring min and cold, I saw' their owner with 
a glass of spirits, giving CJiidi a few swallnvH from it. The 
older ones smaeknl their lips, and wiid, ** Tank on nuvssa 
but the little one couldn’t drink it, jumI cri<j<] aloud, when he 
was forced to. The older ont‘^s were very playful and qnarmk 
some, and contimuilly taising the yoimgiT, who seemed very 
sjid, or homesick and Hiilky. He would gf*t very angry at 
their mis<*]iievoas frui, mid siuiietinies strike them, lie would 
tlu n h* driven into a comer, whew he would lie on hw kick, 
and kick at them in a }K*rfeci fremy of anger and grirf. The 
two k>y» would continue to laugh at him, aisl frecjuciitjy tlie 
jmssengers would stand aknit, and l>e amuHcd hy it, thin*, 
when they had phigue<l him in tliis w*ay for some timc% ho 
jumiM<l up on to the cotton-lmlas, and nwale as if he would 
have plunged overlxainl One of the older k>ys caught him 
by the ankle, and held hinf till his mastex came aial hauled 
him in, and gave him a mifvere flogging with a rojiMf' $ end* 

A numkx of pns«#mgeTH colh^tcd akmt them, and 1 heard 
several say, ** That’s wliat he waiita/’ IW Kivor naid to 
“ Fve ]mm a watehin’ that ar boy, and I mm what’i the niak 
ter with him ; he a got the devil in him right bad, and hell 
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hev lo taka a right many of ihmxx wamuna before it'll be got 
out;' 

The crow of tho boat, m I hare mtiinated, wa» componed 
jjartly IriKhmoix, aud |)artly of negroes; the latter were 
alaves, aud wen^ hired of their owners at g40 a month — tho 
name wages paid to the Irishmen, A dollar of their wagm 
was given to tlio negnais thf^msiiives, for etich iSanday they 
were on the {mssiige. |Jo far as convenient, they were kept 
lit w'ork »fi|iiinitely from the white hamla ; they were also 
luessul »H?[^irately. On Sunday I idjst^rved them dining in a 
group, on tlie ootton-l^alm. Tlie fcHid wliieU was given to 
tlufiu in lul«s, from the kiteben, wuh various and abuiKkut, 
consisting of lK*an-j*orridge, liac^ni, com hretul, ships liisctiit, 
|H»tato<*s, (luff ( pudding », aud gravy. Tliere wm one knife 
used (Uilv, am'iiig tea of tliem ; Uio liacon was cut and torn 
into hIiurjs ; splintem of the Ixme and of lin^-wood were ust-d 
for forks ; tlie iKxrridge was jiaKSisl from om? to auot%r, ami 
drank out of the tub ; kit tlarngh excessively dirty and k.*4ist- 
hke ill their upjMmrance and manners, they gmKl-natured 
and as usual. 

“ Heah ! you Bill/' said one t# another, who was on a 
higlier tior of ixdhm, ** |>asH do^m de dessart. You ! up diir 
on de hill ; de dcssart ! Augh I don't you knovr what de des- 
sari k} ? De duff, you fooL*’ 

“ DtJtis any of do gemnicu want some o’ doec potatnm ?” 
anked another ; aud no anawer beuig given, he tunud the 
tub full ot potatoes overlxMird, without any hajitutiou. It 
was endent ho had never had to think on one day how he 
should bo able to live the next. 

Whenever we lauded at night or on Sunday, fi» wood or 
cotton, there would be many negroes come on board 
from the neighbouring plantatioua, to sell eggs to the 
stewBid. 
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Sunday vras observed by the diseontmuonco of public gam- 
bling in tlio qibin, and in no other way. At midnight 
gambling was resumed, and during the whole ]!)assago was 
never at any other time discontinued, night or day, so far as 
I saw. There \vere three men tlmt st^cuued to l>e profeHsioiiiil 
shaq)ers, and who probably played into each other s hands. 
One young man lost all the mtuiey ho had with him — several 
hundred! dollars. 

Mobile, in its central, business part, is very cora|)acily 
built, dirty, and noisy, with little elegance, or evidence of 
taste or public spirit, in its ptniple. A small, central, oj>cu 
square — Uie only public ground that I saw — us<h 1 as a 
horse and hog pisture, and clothi*s dry ing-yanl. Out of the 
busier quarter, there is a gotxl di*al of the ajipearanco of a 
thrmng New Englaiid village — almost all the dwelling- 
houses haling plots of ground enclose<l around them, pJante 1 
with t#es and shrulis. The fint^t trei^ are the magnolia 
and live ocik ; and the most valuable shrub is the Cheroke** 
rose, which is much used for hedges and Hcrwns. It ig evtn - 
green, and its leaves are ghissy and l>i«iutiful at all mimm, 
and in March it blooms profusely. There m an almmlance^ 
also, of the Cape jessamine. It is as Ijeaiiiiful m a wimelia ; 
and, when in blouwm, scents the wdiole air with a most deli- 
cate and delicious fragrance. At a market-garden, niiar the 
town which I raital, I found moat of the Iniat Northern auil 
Belgian pears firuiting weU, and apparently healthy, and 
well «uite<l in climate, on quiiice-shxiks. Figs are abundant, 
and liananas and oranges are said to be grown witii some 
care, and slight winter pixiksdion. 

llie Battle House, kept by Boston men, with Irish ser- 
vants, I found an excellent hotel ; but with higher charge 
than I had ever paid Wore. Prices, genemlly, in Mobile, 
range very high. There ore large numbers of fisreign msr- 
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chants in the population ; but s great deficiencj of trades- 
men and meclianics. 

TVliile I was at Montgomery, my hat was one day taken 
from the dining-room, at dinner-time, by some one who left 
in its place for me a very liatterod and greasy Bubstitute, 
whidi 1 dould not wear, if I Itad chosen to. I asked the 
landlonl what I should do. “ Be before him, to-morrow.” 
Folltming this cool advice, and, in the mean time, wearing a 
ni]), I obtained my hat tlie next day ; but so ill used, that I 
sliould not liavo known it, but fw tbo maker's name, stamped 
within it. Not succeoding in fitting myoelf with a new hat, 

I desired to have my old one pressed, when in Moirile ; but 
I could not fiial a working hatter in the place, though it has 
a |H)[)nlatioa of thirty thousand souls. Finally, a hat-dealer, 
a Gennan Jew, I think ho was, with whom I had Idl it 
wliilo looking farther, n'tumed it to me, with a charge of 
one dollar, for hnuiting it — the Ixmefit of which brushing I 
.vas tumble, in tlio livud, to jK'rceive. A friend informed me 
that he ii>und it cheajwr t«> have all his fumitnre and clothing 
m^e for him, in New York, to order, when he needed any, 
and sent on by •ixpress, tlian to got it in Mobile. 

Tbo great abimdaucc of the best timlter for the purpose, in 
the United Htatos, growing in the vicinity of the town, has 
lately induced some {tersous to attempt sltip-building at Mo- 
bile. , The mechanics employed are all from the North. 

The great business of tlie town is the transfer of cotton, 
from tile producer to the inaiiulactTuer, fit>m the waggon and 
the steamboat to the sea-gmug ship. Like all the other 
cotton-ports. Mobile labours under the disadvautago a 
shallow harlwur. At the wharv'es, there wore only a few 
small craft and steamboats. All huge sea-gmng vessels lie 
some thirty miles below, and their frei^ts are transhipped 
iu lightero. 
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There appears to l>e a good deal of wealth and luxury, aa 
well as seiistdt^ss extravagance in the town. English mer- 
chants ailk't the ehanicter of tlie society, considerahly ; some 
very favourably — ^somo, very much otlieiv^iso. Many of them 
own shiver, and, probibly, all employ them ; but Hlavery 
8<ems to l>e of more value to them from the amusiuueiit it 
aSurds, thiin in any other way. So-and-so advertises * a 
TOliuible draynum, and a good blacksmith and h(»rHo-shcH*r, for 
sale, on reasonable terms an acclimat<Hl duuble-<»ntry b(»ok- 
keeper, kind in haniess, is what I want/^ said one; those 
Yirginia ijatriiirchs haven’t luiy enterprise, or they'd send on 
a stock of such g^Kxls every' spring, to l>e kept over tJirough 
the fever, so they could wanmit tlieni.'’ 

‘‘I don’t know whtTe yonll find one/’ rf‘plif^l another; 
bnt if you are wanting a private chaplain, there^s one I 

have lu'ard, in stret-t, stAeral time's, that ctuild pn>- 

l>ably U* kmght for a fair i^ce ; and I will warrant him 
sound enough in wiml, if not in doctrine.” 

I w'onlthi’t cfire for his d<xdrine, if I lx>ught him don’t 
care how black be is; fetnl him right, and in n mouth ha 
be as orthodox m an archbishop.” 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

MmmWVl AND LOUISIANA. 

New Orleam, — Tho by which I made the passage 

along the north slioro of the Mexican Gnlf to New Orleans, 
was New York built, and owiu^ by a New-Yorker ; and the 
Northeni nmge of selling passage tickets, h) l>e returned on 
Icfinrig the hmt, was rehiinetl u{>on it. I was sitting rn^ar a 
group of Texans and emigrating planters, when a waittT 
passed along, crying the usual request, that |>ass<mgers who 
liad not obtained tickets would call at the captain a office for 
tlmt purj^ose. Wlmt^s that ? What s that they shotiU-d ; 
‘What did he mcjin ? Wait is it?’* ‘‘Why, its a dim,** 
said one. ** He is dunnin’ on us, sun?,** contiiuuxl one and 
another ; and some started from the sc^ats, as if tliey thought 
it insulting. “ Well, it’s the first time I ever was dimneHl by 
a nigger, Fll sw^ar,” sjiid one. Tlik se<‘med to phu^ii it in a 
humonuis as}>ecfc ; and, after a hearty hingh, they resumed 
their dia^uasion of the advantag<?s offered to emignmta in 
differ(‘nt jjarts of Texiis, and ebewhere. 

Th<*ro was a young man on the 1)oat who had lieen a 
passenger with mo on the lK»it from ’Montgomery, He was 
bomid for Texas; and while on Ixmnl the Eishion I had 
heard him saying that ho Imd mot with “ a right smart bad 
streak of luck ** on his wny, liamg lost a valuable negro. 

“ I thought you were going on with those men to Texas, 
tho other day,” said I. 

, No,** ho replied ; I loft my sister in Mobilb, when I 
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went back after ray nigger, ami when I canio down again, I 
found that she had found an old acquaintance thercs and 
they had eoiicltidtd to got married ; so I stayed to see the 
wedding/’ 

“ Rather quick work.” 

“ Well, I nxkon they’d l)oth thought nlxjpt it when they 
knew each other l)efore ; hut I didn’t know it, and it kind o* 
took me hy suq^rise. So ray other sister, she conclndtd Ann 
Intd done so well stopping in Mobile, she’d stop and keep 
compjiny with her a spell ; and so Fve got to go long alone. 
Mak(^ me feel kind o’ lonesome — losing that nigger too.” 

Did you say that you w’ent Imck after tlie nigger ? I 
thought he died ?” 

Well, you see I Imd brought Inm along far as Mobile, 
and he gf)t away from me there, and HlipjHd aiM»an} a sUkiiu- 
l)oat going l*ack, and hid hims<tlf. I found out that he vnm 
abotird of her prett}' soon after she got off, and I soni tele- 
graphic despatches to jxw^ ral plac^-s along up the rivfr, to 
the captain, to put him in a jail, ashoitv for me. I know ho 
got one of them at Cahawlm, but he didn’t mind it till he 
got to Blontgomery. Well, the nigger didn’t have any 
attention paid to him. They just put him in iixins; likely 
enough he didn’t get much to eat, (*r have anything to (xuTr 
himself, and ho took cold, and got sick — g«)t piieumoma — 
and when they got to Montgomery, they made him widk up 
to the jail, and there won’t no fire, and nothin’ to lie on, nor 
nothin’ for him in the jail» ami it made quidk work wiilt Inm. 
Before I tiould get up there he w*as dead, I me an attomly 
here to Mobile, and he oflere<l to hike tbt/aNIe, and prosecute 
the captain ; and he says if he don’t recotar every r<d cent 
the man was worth, ho won’t ask me for a fee. It comes 
kiivbiT hard on me. I Ixraght tlie nigger up, eounting 1 
should make a Sjieculation on him ; reckoned I’d lake him 
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Texas if I couUb’t taro him to good advaotage at Mobile. 
As niggers » gain’ here now, I expect ’twas a dead loss of 
eight hundred dollars, right oat of pocket.” 

There were a large number of steerage passengers occu- 
pying the main deck, forward of tlie shaft. Many of them 
were Irislt, kto immigranta, but the large majority were 
skves, gtiing on to NffW Orleans to be sold, or moving with 
their masters to Texas. There was a fiddle or two among 
them, and they were vt'ry merry, dancing and singing. A 
few, however, rtduscd to join in the amusement, and looked 
very discousokte, A krgo proportion of them were boys 
and girls, under twenty years of age. 

On the forecastle-deck there was a party of emigrants, 
moAiug with waggons. There were three men, a father and 
his two sons, or sinw-iu-kw, \vith their fiimilita, including a 
doz«‘n or more women and chiklren. They had two waggons, 
coveiffd with chKco and ls‘<l-tiek8, Buj>}X)rted by bo«.>jts, in 
which they carried their furniture au<l stores, and in which 
they also slept at night, the women in one, and the men in 
the other. They had six horw's, two mules, and two )>air of 
cattle with them. I askwl tlie old man why he had taken 
his cattle along with him, when ho wus going so far by sea, 
and found tliat ho hml iitfonned himself na;un»tely of what it 
would cost him to hire or buy cattle at Galveston ; and that 
taking into account the proUible deky he would <*x^>erieneo 
in looking fiir tliem tliere, he had calcukted that he could 
aflord to pay the freight on them, to have them with him, to 
go on at onra into the country on his arrival, mtheit than to 
sell them at Mobile. 

“But,” said he, “ there was one thing I didn’t cakulate 
on, and I don’t understand it ; the capting chei^^ed me two 
dollars and a half for ‘ wherfage.’ I don’t know what that 
means, do you ? I want to knew, because 1 don’t car’ to be 
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imposed upon by nobody, I payed it without sayin’ a word, 
’cause I never travelled on the water Ixifore ; next time I do, 
I shall be more sassj'.” I asked where he was Roing. 
“ Didn’t know much about it,” he said, “ but reckoned he 
could find a place where there was a good range, ai»d plenty 
of game. If ’twas a.s good a range ([wmture) as ’twas to 
Alaliama when he first came there, he’d Ijc satisfied.” After 
he’d got his family safe through acclimating tlii.M time, ho 
reckoned he shouldn’t move again. He had movixl alwut a 
good deal in his life. Tliere was his littlest l»oy, he said, 
looking kindly at a poor, thin, blue-fiicx'd little child — ho 
reckoned they’d be apt to hare him ; he had got frojmeal, 
and was of mighty weak constitution, nat’rally ; ’twonldn’t 
take much to cany him of!', and, of course, a family must Iw 
exposed a gcKxl deal, moving so Utis time of yehr. Tliey 
should try to find some heavy timlwed land — good land, and 
go to clearing ; didn't calculate to nuiko any croj« the first 
year — didn’t calculate on it, though perhaps they might if 
they had good luck. Tiiey had come from an eastern county 
of Alabama. Had sold out his farm for two dollars an acre ; 
best land in the district was worth four ; land was naturally 
kind of tliin, and now ’twas pretty much all worn out there. 
He had moved first from North Carolina, with his father,', 
They never made anything to sell hut cotton ; made com lor 
their own use. Never had any negroes ; reckoned he’d done 
about as well as if he had had them ; reckoned a little better 
on the whole. No, hd* should not work negroes in Texas, 
“ Niggers is so kerless, and want so mudt lookin’ arter; they 
is so monstrons lazy ; they won’t do no work, you know, less 
yon are clus to ’em all the time, and I don’t feel like it, I 
couldn’t, at my time of life, begin a-using the lash ; and yon 
kn<w they do have to take that, all on ’em — and a heap on’t, 
sometimes,” 



AMMkMA, XXSSlSSim^ KI0. 289 

•*I don’t hiow much about it; they don’t have slaves 
where I live.” 

Then you come from a Free State ; well, theyVe talked 
aome of niakin’ Alabamy a Free State.” 

I didn’t know that.” 

** 0, yes, there waa a good deal of talk one time, m if they 
was goin’ to do it right off. 0, yes ; there vras two or three 
of the Staid! this way, one time, come jiretty nigh freein’ the 
niggerB — lettiri’ ’em all go free.” 

And what do you think of it?” 

Well, I’ll tell you what I think on it ; I’d like it if we 
could get rid on ’em to yoa^t. I woukln’t like to hev ’em 
jfrecd, if they was gwine to hang ’rotrnd. They ought to get 
SOUK? couuiiy , and put ’em war they could be hy themselves. 
It wouldn’t do no g»x>d to free ’em, and let ’em liang round, 
because they is so monstrous lazy ; if they hadn’t got nobody 
to take keer on 'em, you see they wouldn’t do nothin’ but 
juds nat’rally laze round, and steal, and pilfer, and no man 
couldn’l live, you sc»e, war they wus — if they was free, no 
man couldn’t live. And then. I’ve two objwtions; that’s 
one on ’em — no man couldn’t live — and tliis ere’s the other : 
Now HUiipose they was frec^, you see tliev’d all think them- 
selves just as goixi as we ; of course they woukl, if they was 
free. Now, just supjK>se you had a family of cliildron : how 
would you like to hev a niggar feelin’ just as good as a white 
man ? bow’d you like to hev a niggar steppin’ up to your 
darter ? Of course you wouldn’t ; and that’s the reason I 
wouhln’t like to hev ’em free ; but I tell you, I don’t think 
it’s right to hev ’em slaves so ; that’s the fac — taant right to 
keep ’em as they is.” 

I was awakened, in the morning, by the loud ringing of a 
hand-bell ; and, turning out of my berth, dressed by dip 
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lamj -light. Tlic waitew were semng coffe® and collecting 
baggage ; and, npn stepping ont of the caliin, I fonial Uut 
the boat yms imwlo fiist to a long wooden jetty, and the pae- 
eengers were going ashore. A paaaage-ticket for New Orleans 
was handeil mo, as I c-rossed the gang-plank. There was a 
rail-track and a train of cars njwn the wharf, hut no loco- 
motive ; and I got my liaggage checked, and walked on 
toward the shore. 

It was early daylight — a fog rested on the water, and only 
the ncart*st jwint could l>e discenied. There were many small 
buildings m?ar the jetty, erected on piles over tlie water — 
bathing-houses, liowling-alJeys, and hillianl- rooms, with other 
indications of a phice of holiday resort — and, on reaching the 
shore, I found a slumlx ring village. The first house from 
the wharf liad a ganlen about it, with complex alleys, and 
tables, and arboura, and rustic seats, and cut ahrnIjH, and shells, 
and Statue'S, Aud vases, and a lamp was ft^ehly burning in a 
large lantern over the entrance gate. I was tliiukiDg how 
like it was to a rural restaurant in France or Germany, when 
a locomotive liacked, screaming hoarsely, down the jetty ; and 
I returned to get my seat. 

Off we pnffeil, jsist tfio restaurant, into the village — the 
name of wliich I did not inqtiire, everyl)ody near me seemed 
so cold and cross, — tlirough the little village of white houses 
— wbate^'cr it was — and away into a dense, gray cypiew 
forest. For three or four rods, each side of the track, the 
trees luul all been felled «nd removed, leaving a dreary strip 
of swamp, covered with stump. This was bounded and inter- 
sected ly Inoad ditches, or narrow and shidlow canals, with a 
great nnmlier of very small punts in them. 8o it aontimed, 
for two or three miles ; then the ground l^ccame dryer, Aere 
was on abrupt termination of the gray wood ; the fog was lift- 
ing and drifting off, in ragged, rosy clouds, dis d oling » Ad 
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oonntiy, skirted stall, and finally bounded, in ihe background, 
wiUi the swamp-forest. A few low houses, one story bigb, all 
haring verandas Ijefoie them, were scattcsed thinly orer it. 

At length, a brpud toad struck in by the side of the track ; 
the hontuis became mweireqtient ; soon forming a village street, 
witli smoke ascending fiom broakiast fires ; windows and doors 
opening, maids sweeping steps, titters’ waggons passing, and 
broad stret-ts, little built n])on, breaking off at right angles. 

At the comers of these streets, were high poles, connected 
at the tup hy a rope, and furnished with blocks and halyards, 
by which great squani lanterns were slung over the middle of 
the carriage-way. I thought again of France, (“« la lan- 
feme and taming to one of my cold and crr»88 com{>anions 
— a nnm wrapped in a loose coat, with a cowl over his head 
— I asked the name of the village, for my geograj)by was at 
fault. I had expe('ted to lauded at New Orleans by the 
boat, and Itad not l>een informed of ilie railroad arrangement, 
and had no idea in wliat |H)rt of Louisiana* we might be. 
“ Note Anglischc, sare,” was the gruff rt*ply. 

There was a sign, “ C’a/e du Fauhuxmj" and, putting my 
head out of the window. I saw that we must liave arrived at 
New Orlosn.«. We reached the terminus, w'luch was sur- 
rounded with fiofrt'*, in the skyle of Paris. “ To the Hotel 
St. Charles," I said to n driver, confused with the loud French 
and quiet English of the crowd alwut me. “ Oui, yer ’onor," 
was the reply of my Irish-lxjm fellow-citizen : another pas- 
senger was got, and away we nittled through narrow dirty, 
streets, among grimy old stuccoed walls ; high arched win- 
dows and doors, lialconies and entresols, and French noises 
and French smcdls, French signs, ten to one of English, hat 
with funny polygomatic arrangements, sometimes, fi:^ which 
less influential families were not exduded. 

The other fere to whom 1 had not ventured to speak 'ims 
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get clown at a mi/fc fHPur h tmnh <fo«t aomethiii^ and mm 
tie fiaere turned out tipcai a plaee, eoreredl with 
bales of cotton, md caab of augar, and weighing acalee, and 
diadoaing an astonishing numlier of nimmlmtn, lying all 
close together in a line, the ends of which were lost in the 
mist, which still hung ujxm the rivtT. 

Xow the signs Ixviinie English, and the new brick hnihlinga 
American. We turned int4> a broad stnNL^t, in which ahutb^nf 
were IxHiig taken from great glass Httwi^-fnmts, mid clerks 
were exennsing their ingenuity in the disjilay of muslin, and 
silb, and shawls. In the middle c^f tint bnwd stn^d them 
was an open sjwice of waste ground, looking as if tlu* eoqsi- 
ration had not Wn able to pave the wliolt‘ of it at once, and 
had left this interval to lx* attendwl to when the trnisury wjig 
better filietl. ('n^ssiiig thnmgh a gap in tliis waste, wo 
entercnl a narrow* stnx*t of high buildings, Fnnudi, S|»aaiHli, 
and English signs, the latter pnxlominating ; imd at thewBcxaid 
bliX’k, I was laridt*d luifore the grt^t Gn‘cian jxuiicx) of the 
Btn{K‘ndons, tasteless, iU-contrived, and inconvenient fit. 
Charles Hotel. 

After a Imth and breakfiast, I retumc^d, with great interest, 
to w'ander in the old French towm, the (diaracteristies <if 
which I have sufficiently indicaU**!. Among th** houm.’^s, om? 
occasionally s<hss a relic of ancient fipauiab builders, wliile all 
the newer edifices Imve the charactenKticw of the dollar-punm- 
ing Yanb’s^js. 

I was delighkd when Jt reached the old Place d'Annei, 
now a public gxtrden, bright with the omage and lemon twmt 
and roses, and myrtles, and laurels, and jcfiaafninm of the 
south of Fiance. Fronting upon it is the aneiont Hotel do 
Ville, still the city court-house, a qmint old French stamc- 
ture, with scaly and veniiicukiiKi surface, and dici 5 >-wCffl 
door-sills, and smooth-rubbed comers ; the moit 
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and lii^toric-looking public bufldiug, except the highly pm- 
senrcd, little old oourHiouae at Newport, that I can now 
think of in the Unikd States. 

Adjoining it is an old Spanish cathedral, damaged by 
paint, and late aliemtiouB and repairh, but still a fine thing 
in our desert of the reverend in architectnra Enough, that 
while it is not new, it is not shabby, and is not tricked out 
with nnieli frippery/ gingerbread and coafi^tionery worL 
The d(Kir isopen; coa<‘hes and crippltMl 1>eggars are nmr it. 
A priest, wdth a lace the expression of which first makes one 
think of an ajxj and then of an owl, is coming out. If he 
were not otherwise fi) U* hotirtily welcomotl to fresh air and 
sunlight, he should H4>, for the mike of the Sister of Charity 
who is following him, prol^hly to some death-bed, with a 
eorjw-like faci* hmelf, haggard Imt comjX)He*l, pensive and 
aIjsoriMjd, and witli the eyes of a bniken hmrt. I think that 
I may yet meet tliem looking do\\ii compaiisiomitely and 
soothingly, in some far distant jiestilent or war-hospital. In 
lieu of holy-wal4»r, then, here is money fur the j>oor-l)OX, 
though the dtivil share it witli gixxl angels. 

Dark shadows, and dusky light, and deep, suWuecl, low 
organ siniiiiH jKTVJide the interior ; and, on the bare floor, 
here are the kneeling women — good” »md “ l)ad” women — 
and, ah ! yes, ivhite and black women, lx)wtxl in equality 
before their common Father. ** Itidiculously al^iird idea,’* 
say dcnnx'ratic (fovemors Me Duffie and Hammond ; “ Self- 
etidtfiit,” said our ancost4>r8, and so must say ilio voice of con- 
sciimoe, in all frw, hiunble hearts. 

In the crowdal market-place, there were not only the pure 
old Indian Americans, and the Spanish, French, English, 
Celtic, and African, but nearly all possible mixed varieties of 
these, and no doubt of some other breeds of mankind. 

♦ Contemptible *, fram the root Frip|»cr, to w«ur out— WsiflTEa. 
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The varions grades of the coloured people are deeigimted by 
the French as follows, according to the greater or less predo- 
minance of negro blood : — 


Sacatra griffe iind ncgnm 

Orifle Dtfgro and mulatto. 

Monibon mulatto and griflb. 

Mulatto wliito and m*gro. 

Quarterotk whito and mulatto. 

Metif whito and quarteron. 

Mcomelonc win to ornl metif. 

Quartcron white mid meamelouo. 

Bang'ineW white and quarteron. 


And all these, with the sub-Tarieties of them, French, Spa- 
nish, English, and Indian, and the suivsub-vurietios, sneh as 
Anglo-Indian-mulatto, I l)elieve exjx^rts preUuid to lya aide to 
distingoisli. ^Vhether distinguishable or not, it is certain 
they all exist in New Orleans. 

Ihey say that the cross of the French and Spanish with 
the African produces a finer and a healthier result than that 
of the more Northern Euro})oan races. Certainly, the French 
quadroons are very handsome and healthy in appearance ; and 
I should not be surprised if really thorough and sufficient sci- 
entific observation should show them to be— contrary to the 
common assertion — more vigorous than either of tlie parent 
races. 

Some of the coloured women spoke French, Spanish, and 
English, as their customeiB demanded.* 

*[Frorn the New Orieam Picnywie,'] 

** Fifty Dollabs Reward. — R an away from the subscriber, about two immihs 
ago, a bright mulatto girl, named Mary, about twenty-five years of age, almost 
white, and reddish hair, front teeth out, a cut on her upper lip ; about five feet 
fire inches high ; has a scar on her forehead ; iba pasiw for free } taika JF^enohf 
Italian, Dutch^ English, and Spanish, 

** Asmmsi oiuMo. 


** Upper fide of St. Mary’s Mark^.** 
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Three tarenw, bearing the sigh of “ The Pig and Whistle,” 
indicated the recent English, a cabaret to the UniTersal Be> 
public, with a red flag, the French, and the Gtwthans zom 
llheinplatz, the Teutonic contribntions to the strength of oar 
nation. A policeman, with the richest Irish brogne, directed 
me bock to the St. Charles. 

In front of a large New York clothing store, twenty-two 
negroes were standing in a row. Each wore a bine suit, 
and a block but, and each held a handle of additional 
clothing, and a pair of shoes, in his hands. They were 
all, but one, who was probably a driver having charge of them, 
young men, not over twenty-live, and the majority, I should 
think, between eighteen and twenty-two years of age. Their 
owner was prolmhly in the clothing store, settling for the ont- 
ht he had purchased for them, and they were waiting to be 
led to the steamboat, which should convey them to his plan- 
tation. They were silent and sober, like a file of soldiers 
standing at ease ; and, {)erhapB, were gratified by the admi- 
ration tlieir fine manly figures and uniform dress obtained 
from tlie passers by. 

“ Well, now, that ar’s the likeliest lot of niggers I ever see,” 
said one, to me. “ Some flBller’s bin rouii’, and just made his ' 
pick out o’ all the jails* in Orlecus. Most lia’ cost liim a heap 
o’ rocks. I don’t reckon that's a nigger in that crowd that 
wouldn’t fetch twelve hundred dollars, at a vandne. Twenty 
thousand dollars wouldn’ be no banter for ’em. Darn’d if they 
aint just the beat gang o’ cotton-hands ever I see. Give ms 
half on ’em, and I'd sign off— wouldn’ ask nothing more." 

Louisiana or Texas, tliought I, pays Virginia twenty odd 
thousand dollars for that lot of bone and muscle. Virginia’s 
interest in continuing the business may be imagined, especiaUy 

* Tl}«^Hvfite edtablishments^ in which stccks of slAvet are kept tak In Kow 
OHeaoiy are called jails* 
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if, in their place, could come free labourers, to help her people 
at the work she netHis to haye done ; but when^ is tlie mlvan- 
tage of it to Louisiana, and esptvially to Texas ? Yonder is 
a steambojit lotui of the same material — l)ono and nius<!le — 
which, at the same sort of valuation, is worth twi> hmidnxi alid 
odd tlionsiind dollars; and off it g 0 (^, j«st Texas, thnmgh 
Louisijma — hir away yet, np the river, and Wlnconsiu or Iowa" 
will it, two hundred thoasand dolfai*H’ worth, to say 
nothing of tlie thalers and silver groschen, in those stron;^ 
cheats — all for noUiing. 

In ten years’ time, how many miUs, and bridges, and school- 
honsew, and miles of railnia/l, uill tlie Genmins have built ? 
And how mneh cloth mid fish will they wiuit fnun Massiichu- 
eeitB, iron from Pennsylvania, and tin fnim Iknca. la^np fnim 
Bufisda, tea fn>m China, and from lini/il, fruit from 

Spain, wine from Ohio, fuid oil and gold from tlie Pacific, silk 
from Fnint'o, sugar fnim Loulsuma, c^dton frtmi Texas, and 
rags from Italy, leacl fn^m Illinois, iioti<uis from roniKHicut, 
and machines fnim New Jer8<?y, and infrlligence from (werY* 
where ? 

And how much of all these things will ik* liiest twi> hundred 
Virginians that I»uisiana can buy, at any priet*, demand of 
commere<% in ten yeara ? 

A m^dianic, English by birth, wlio hail livfxl in New 
Orleans for several jxura, alwap going up tie* river in the 
Hummer, to €sca|>e the danger of fever in the city, told me 
that he could lay np money much more rapidly tlian in New 
York. Tlie expeiiacis of hving were not n«X'^C!^*»ftriIy gnmter 
than in New York. If a man kept hcaiae, and provided for 
himaelf, he amid live much dimper tlmn at kaurding-hotim 
Many unmarriid nujclmnica, tlierefore, lived with aJ«>iirad 
mist, esaes, who wm commonly vile and dkhonast. He iftm 
at a loarding-boaiie, where ha paid four doUara a wak. In 
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New Tork he }iad paid three ddlars, hot board was not as 
good a« in New Orleans. “ The reason,” said he, “ that people 
aay it cost« so much more to live here than in New York is, 
that what they think treats in New York, they considiO' neoes- 
8aii(»i here. Everybody lives frear, arid spends their money 
more willingly here.” \Yhen he first came to New Orkam^ a 
»New Euglaml mechanic came with him. He snpposed him to 
have been previously a man of aolter habits ; but almost imme- 
,tlitttcly alb-r he got to New Orleans, he got into bad ways, and 
ill a lew montlis he was so often drunk, and brought so much 
scandal on tlieir Imanling-house, that hd was turned out of it. 
Soon after this, he called on liim, and borrowed two dollars. 
He said he could not hve in New Orleans, it was hw expen- 
sive, and he was going to Texas. This was wweral years 
Ix'fore, and he liad not heard from him since. And this be 
said was a very common course with New England Ixiys, who 
bml Ix-en *' loo carefully brought up at home,” when they came 
to N ,-w Orleans. The masbr mechanics, who bought up 
slaves, and took (x>nlractH for work, he said, made more money 
than any others. They diii so bet’anse they did vety poor 
work — poorer than white mivlianics could generally be got to 
do. But Urtirly all work was done in New Orleans more has- 
tily and candeasly than in New York, though he tlionglit it 
was UmI «*nough there. The slave-holding Ixwaes could get no 
whibs men to work with tluur slaves, exci'pt Irishmen or Oer- 
mans— no man who had any regard for his position among 
his fiilow-cniftsmeii would ever let hima«*lf 1 k^ seen working 
with a negro. He said I could see any day in Canal Street, 
“ a most levoltiug sight” — Irishmen waiting on nc^) masons. 
He had seen, one morning as he was going to his work, a 
negro carrying some mortar, when anotheir negro hailed him 
with a loud laugh : “ Hallo ! you is turned Irishman, is ’ou ?” 
White working men wore rapidly displacing i!he alares in all 
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acute of ^rk, and he hoped and believed it would not be many 
jmiM before every noj^fro would be driven out of the town. 
He thought accliinated white men could do more hard work 
than negroes, even in the hottest weather, if they were tempo- 
late, and avoided too stimulating ftxxl. That, ho said, was 
the genenvl opinion among those of them who fitaye<l over sum- 
mer. Those who drank much whisky and cordials, and kept 
Tip old habits of eating, just as if they were in England, were 
the ones who complained most of the climate, and who thought 
white men were not made to work in it. He bid stayixi as late 
as July, and returned in SeptemW, and b^ never saw the 
day in which he could not do as muc|j work as he did in 
London. 

A New-Yorker, whom I qnestioned al)Out this, said : ** I 
have workt^d through the very hottest weather, nlmdily, day 
after day, and done more work than any tliree niggers in the 
State, and \mm no worao for it. A man has only to take some 
care of himself.” 

Going to Lafayette, on the top of an omnibus, I heard an 
Irishman, somewliat ovi7r-«timukied, as Irishmen ar© apt to 
1)6, loudly declare himself an abolitionist : a comimaion eiutea* 
Toured in vain to stop him, or make him recant, and finally 
d©clare<l he would not ride any furtlier with him if he could 
not be more discreet. 

The Morelmm (Louisiana) Aivomk^ in an article ahumve 
of foreigners, thus describes wliat, if foreign bora working men 
were not generally m ignorant and eamly impcumid upon m they 
are, would undoubtedly be (altliougb Uiey certainly liave not 
yet gEmeraUy lieen) their sratiinenta with regard to Slnveiy: 

“ Tlift grejii mjtM of forrigitom irUo oomo to our nf# liilxaifefa 
anil coimo^ttoiitly mmn io cani|M!litacm wiOj i^vo labour. II k to tWr 
iulere^t w aholiab Slavery ; nud we know Ibli well dli^idWot) of W*® 
to j>rom<ite all ibingi wbieb advance liiii own intenwti. Ttieie men ccw® 
ftom naiioiM where 8kvery ia not allowed, and they drink in aladitinn 
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scmiini^ttti from tlieir moiborv* : thfiy (all the wbiie race) eniertain 

mi utter abUorrenee of Vxsing pul cm a level with bhioki* whatlter In the 
field or in the workshop. Could Slavery bo aboliabod* tbeie would l>e a 
demand for klioorem, and the prices of labour must be greatly 
enlmnooci These may be termed the internal eridenoes of the ahoUtiontMii 
of foroignom, 

Ilut wo may find near homo facta to corrobomte theae * intomal ’ 
ovidonocw: It ia well known that tlioro exiata a great anti}}atby among 
the druymoik and rivormou of Kew Ork>ana t wlm aitf alm^ to a man 
foreigner) to the porticifiation of alavea in iheat bmnchoff of industry/* 

It in olmoiiK tiiat fret' men hare very much gamed the field 
of hilxtnr in New Orlmiis to thenifielTtw. The majority of the 
cartmeib liackn(*v-o<jfieh mm, porters, railroad hands, public 
waiters, and cnmmoii Jbthourera, as wtfll aa of skilled meclianics, 
api»r?ar to lie white men ; and of the negroes employed in those 
avoeations a considenihle proportion are frea 

This is the case hen* more than in any oilier town in tlie 
South, although tlie climate is torrid, and inconvenient or dan- 
gerous to strangers ; Is^aiise New Orleans is more extensively 
engag«^l in commert'e than th«7 are, and because there is, by 
the [Missing and sogonming immigration from Europe, con- 
stantly in th<‘ city a sufficient numljer of free labourers to 
sustain, by compcdition and associaticm with ea(?h otlier, the 
Imbits of free-labour eoramnnitias. It is plainly perceptible 
that the white working men in New Orleans have more busi- 
ness-like manners, and more assiured self-respect, th in those 
of smaller towns. They are even not without some etprU du 
corjm. 

As Commoiw, or any high form of industry requires intel- 
ligfmc© in its laliourers, slaves can never be brought together 
in densM^ communities, but tlieir intelligence will increase to n 
degree dangerous to those who enjoy the benefit of their 
labour. Tlie slave miist be kept dependent, day by day, upon 
his master for his dafly bread, or he will find, and wfll declare 
his independence, in all respects, of him* This oonSition dii- 



300 


COTTOX AXD MJiVEBT. 


qnaKfies tiio slave for any Imt the aimplart and rndeat forms of 
kboor ; and every attemjd to briiifj his labonr into nnupetition 
with free klx)nr can only lie succesaful at the hazard of insnr- 
rection. Hundreds of slaves in New Orleans nmst be con- 
stantly reflecting and saAnng to one another, “ I am as cajaible 
of taking care of myself as this Irish liotl-carrier, or this (ler- 
man market-gardener ; why can't I linve the enjojTnent of my 
labonr as well as they ? I am as capable of hiking care of my 
own familv as much as thev of theirs ; whv Rhonld I lx* sab- 
jwt to have them taken from me l>y tho«e other men wlio call 
themm‘lv<« our owners ? Oar ehiklren have as nitieh bmina 
as the children of th<^se white neigh hour% of ours, who n<>t long 
ago were cix)ks and waiters at the hot44s ; why shtmld they bi3 
8pnme<l from the wdiool-nK^ms ? I help'll to build the school- 
house, and Ikiwe not Wn pud for it. One thing I know, if I 
can't liave my rights, I mn liavt^ my pk^aaures ; and if they 
won't give me wagi-s I c'an take them." 

That tills influenw of assticiation in labour with fri>e-men 
cannot fail to hj appn?<^iati?d by intelligent ol)fVTvera, will 
evident from the following paragraph from tJie New 0 rim ha 
C rtAti^nl, although it was prohahly written to show <^y the 
amasing and pictures^jne aspvt of the slave commtmity : — 

•* GnsEA-UER, — Poiwinj? BarrmiMi idr<x< Wawwm Pefdklo awl 

Pordma any Honflnr aftemwin. ihi* whit#* jiwiwr-hy Utight cwnily 

mipposi’ himMlf in Onimw, Ciiirmm» ##r any #*ther tbicidy-pwiidtsl reipott 
in th<# land of Ilam. Win n* thi* fiarki*>i» all oome Iknn, what tliey do 
time. Of whcf4> iliry gr) to, a [#n>hh^iii tofnewhnt buyinid oor 

algi biu. It to be a aort of nigger cxchanKia. Wo kii#>w HiifTO am in 
iliai vkdnity a colonmi rhuri^h, nalwm, «x»lottre<l IW- 

ataumnt, <'ol<amrd cydTw-bouf**#, awl a rokmiv4 haidwfHihop, wlilob, WO 
havo heael any, liaa a Wk c^ymiiutniaiikm with of the ffltr the 

Wntdii of uhvm; but aa the polirt.* Imvan't fotiml it out yet* w«» attppoik it 
ain’t mh liowofor, if Iho ebony dandiai who atlenfl J^tiwhiy eviiWlag 
wouei iusefi within ilwjtr ?ariona n*trfwla, ar lifavo a path about Ihtuo fw it wldo 
on Umj akV'Wmlk, for the free iMotaago of people who are m ttnliH*ky il to 
h© whito, wa wcmldn*! complain ; but b» have to elbow cmc^ Wiiy 
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a crowd of woolly-hcftdi on «uch a day m yciterday, thidr nalmi ninski* 
n<M nunk more vilknonx by the ^^me» of wbiitky, i» too mneb for 
(kdieat<^ olfiK.donc^ Uk© oum. A ffeht. lost <*\‘eiiing, betwoon two whit© 
men at on© of tli© gn^ggonot, afforilHl much odifcalloii to tbo darkic# 
fittuidiiig aroiimk ami aeomod ir> conilnu them iu iheir uptiiioiJ« tbal whito 
folka» after all, ain’t much/’ 

Riniilar ct)niplamt« to tJie following, wliich I take from the 
New Orham Crmt nt, I Imve heard, or neen in the journals, 
at Kicdiroond, Savaiuuih, Ltmisville, and most other large 
mauufaeturiug, or commercial towns of the South. 

**VAmm Tx» Nwjfiora — Something muat Im* don© to n^gulat© and pro* 
Bcrib© the nmnner in which iduiU lx* given to elavea. Thin i» a 

imtUcr tliat Khonid no longer Imj nhirk***! or axoidf^l. The Conumm Council 
hhould u(*i |m)mplly. TliaHlm© {Mpuhition of thiM city i» alrt^ly dcmonil- 
ize«l to a deploruhic extent, all oaing to the indijeiiminatc licencj© and 
indulgeixx* t xteudixl them by mai^terA. and gaanlmni!i, and to 

the jtmiiice of fiwtjimQ pnm-’*, which luia now becyna’ it regular buxim^ iu 
New Orleitnfc. The greater {xirtion of the evil fli»W8 from forge 1 poasea. 
Ax things now xtiuKl, any negrti can obtain a {«ita4 for four bits or a dollar, 
fr<im mifMirald© wretcbca who ubtam a living by such iiifatnoux practices. 
Th© ot»nMV|uciic© (I tiiat hiiudredx Mpeml their nighta drinking, carousing, 
gmnbling. and (^mimeting the worst of habita, which not only make them 
melem Uf ih^ur oicneni, tail dangtrrvus pesta io society. WV know of many 
negrrM?#*, cum|det*dy ruifuxi, moiully and phyxiintUy, by such causes. Tb© 
iuhcitnjt vice in the negro idmractcr always comes out when unnwtrained, 
anti th|^ is no di'gmdation Un^ low for him to dest'cnd. 

*• VVW, for the ninthly to cim> this crying evil, rroaecuiing the forgers 
is out of the <jucstiori ; for when* on© conviction coulti b© obtained, thou- 
sands (d fniuiluleiit {suMK^s wouhl lie writU'U. Slavt eridmu^e weigh* fwiking 
(igaimi uhiie /i»rger$ ami Hence the nt'oessity of atlopling some 

other inoile of prevenlitm. It hm betm suggested to us. tlial it the Council 
would adopt a form for (muhics, ditfon^tit each montli, to W ohtaitHid by 
mastt^m from Urn Chief of Tolic'e, exclusivtdy, that n gn^t deal of good 
would be at one© accomplMiOiL We Imve no doubt of it. Fortlier, we 
lieltev© tliat all ownm and guardians would ebeerfuUy submit to the 
imxinvenietWM^ in onler to obtain a> desimUle an cud. W^e trust the Oom- 
mon Council will pay some little atWniiou to thcae suggtwtioua/’ 

How uumy men, acetmtomed to the close calovlatiotis oeoes- 
B&ry to Hucomfol enterprises, can listen to these anggestums, 
witiiont asking themselTes whether a system, that ieqaizes to 
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be sostfuued by sacb moonTement defenoee, had not better bo 
thrown up alt(^ether ? 

Find, and last, I spent some weeks in Now Orleans and its 
vicinity. I doubt if there is a city in the world, where tlio 
reddont population has been so divided in its origin, or whore 
there is such a variety in the tast<<s, habits, manners, and 
moral ctdes of the citizens. Although tliis injures civic enter- 
prise — which the peculiar situation of the city greatly demands 
to be directed to means of cleanliness, ctmvenience, comfort, 
and health — it also gives a greater 8C0{)0 to the working of 
individual enterprise, taste, genius, and conscience ; so that 
nowhere are tlie higher qnalitica of man — jw dis])layed in 
generosity, hospitahty, ht'uevolence, and conrngt — Iwtter de- 
veloped, or the lower qnahties, likening him to a beast, less 
interfered with, by law or tlie action of pnbiic opinion. 

There is one, among the mnltitadinous classilications of 
society in New Orleans, which is a very peculiar and charac- 
teristic result of the prejudices, vices, and cti.stoms of the 
various elements of colour, class, and nation, which have been 
there brought together. 

I refer to a class composed of the illegitimate ofisjmng of 
white men and coloured women (mnlattoes or qnadrooni^, who, 
from habits of early life, the advantages of education, and the 
use of wealtii, are too much suiwrior to the negroes, in gene- 
ral, to associate with them, and are not allowed by law, or the 
popular prejudice, to marry white pec^le. The girkjge fre- 
quently sent to Paris to be educate, and are Vi^tyaccom- 
plished. They arc generally pretty, often handsome. I have 
rarely, if ever, met more bcautifr^ Women than one or twe 
whom I saw by chance, in thei^streets. They are better 
formed, and have a more gracefrd and elegant carriage than 
Americans in general, while they seem to have commonly in* 
herited or acquired much of the taste skill, in the selectkm 



vomiAXk. 


803 


and arrangemeot, and the way of wearing dreBsee and oma> 
mente, that is the especial distinction of the women Paris. 
Tiieir beauty and attractiveness being their fixrtnne, they cul- 
tivate and cherish with diligence every charm or accomplish- 
ment they are possessed of. 

Of course, men an; attracted by them, associate with them, 
are captivated, and become attached to them, and, not lading 
able to marry them legally, aud with the usual forms and 
securiti(w for constancy, make such arraugemeuts “ as can »be 
agniod n|)ou.” Wbm a man makes a declaration of love to a 
girl of this class, she will admit or deny, as the case may be, 
h«ir happiness in receiring it ; but, supposing she is favourably 
dispostid, she will usually refer the applicant to her mother. 
Tlai mother intjuires, like the “ Countess of Kew," into the 
circuinstanoes of the suitor ; ascertains whether he is able to 
maintain a family, and, if satisfied with him, in tliese and 
other respects, requires from him security that he will 
support her daughter in a style suitable to the habits in 
which slin has been bred, aud that, if he should ever leave 
her, he will give her a certain sum for her future support, 
and a certain additional sum for each of the childrc>u she shall 
then fave. 

The wealU), thns secured, will, of course, vary — as in 
society with higher assumptions of morality: — with the %ulue 
of tlio lady in the market ; tlmt is, with her attractiveness, 
and 4^0 number and value of other suitors she may have, 
or may reasonably expect Of course, I do not mean that 
love has nothing at all to do with it ; but love is sedulously 
restrained, and held firmly in Itand, until the road of compe- 
tency is seen to be dear, with less humbug than our English 
custom requires about it. Everything being satisfactorily 
arranged, a tenement in a certain quarter of the town is usu- 
ally taken, and the||puple move into it and go to hotMekeeping 
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— Kving as if they were married. The woman is not, of 
course, to I>e wholly deprived of the society of others — her 
former acquaintances are continuod, and fdie sustains lier 
relations as daughter, sister, and friend. Of course, too, her 
husband (she calls him so) will be likely to continue, also, 
more or less in, and form a part of, this kind of society. 
There are parties and balls — h(ih mmquh — and all the inove- 
ments and customs of other fiishionablo society, wliich they 
can enjoy ih it, if they wish.* The women of this Si^rt are 
represented to be exceedingly aftwtionate in (hsjK>8ition, and 
constant l^eyond reproach. 

During all the time a man sustains tliis ri'btion, he will 
commonly be moving, ako, in repuhible S4xiety on the other 
side of the town ; not improlwbly, eventually he marrieH, and 
lias a family establishment ekewhere, IWon^ doing this, he 
may se[«inite from his jdacif* (so she is termetl). If «o. he 
pap her according to agreement, and as much mon?, perha]^, 
as his affection for her, or his sense of the cruelty of tiie pro- 
ceeding, may him to ; and she has the world before her 
again, in the jiosition of a widow. Many men continue for a 

• “THK GLOllK BAM. t 
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long time, to support both efftabUshments — ^particokrly if 
thiBir legal marriage is one (h eonmmme. But manj others 
form so strong attadiimentg, that the rektim is noser discon* 
tixiuad, bat becorms, indeed, that of marriage, except that it 
is not legalised or solemnised. These men leare their estate, 
at death, to their children, to whom they may have previously 
given every advantage of edacation they could command. 
What becomes of the boys, I am not informed ; the girls, some- 
times, are removed to other countrit^s, where ibeiecolotir does 
not prevent their living reputable lives; but, of course, 
mainly continue in the same society, ami are fated to a life 
similar to that of their motiiers. 

I liave di»icribc<l this custom as it wiis de«cril)ed to me ; I 
need Imrdl}^ say, in only its liest aspects. The crime and 
heart-breaking sorrow that must frequently result from i% must 
be evident to every ivrflective reader. 

A gentlemiin, of New Engknd e<lucation, gave me the 
following a<*5Count of his acquaintance with the quadroon 
society . On first coinuig to New Orleans, he was dmwn into 
the social circles nsually frequented by New England jieople, 
|uad some time afterw’ards w^as intrcsluced by a friend to a 
qnailroon family, in which tliore were tlm^ pretty and accom- 
plislied young women. They were intelligent and well 
infonned ; their musical task’ was espeeiully well cultivated ; 
they were well read in (he literature of the day, ai d their 
convarsjition npou it was cliaraeteriKed by good Muise and 
refined disc^riminalion. He never saw any indication of a 
want of purity of character or delicacy of fading. Ho was 
much attrackd by them, and for some time visited them very 
frequently. Having then discontinued his intimacy, at length 
one of tile girls asked him why be did not come to see tliem 
as often as he had formerly done. He frankly replisd, that he 
had frund their society so kscinating, that Im hed 

▼OL.I. fit ^ 



306 


COTTON AND gLATEET. 


best to restrict Hmself in tbe enjojment of it, lest it slionld 
become necessary to bis happiness ; and out of it^gard to his 
geneiEl plans of life, and the feelings of his friends, he could 
not pt^rmit himself to indulge tlie purpose* to be united to one 
of tliem, acconling to the usual custom with their class. The 
young woman was evidently nuieh jmiiuHl, but not at all 
oflendinl, and imineiliately acknowleilged and commended the 
propriety and g^xal sense of his re«solutioii. 

One reason which leads this way <»f living to l»o frequently 
adopted by unmarried men, who come h) New Orirans to 
carry on bnsiness, is, tliat it is much cheafH'r tluui living at 
hotels and boarding-Imiises. As no young man onlinarily 
dare think of manning, until he has made a fortniu^ h» sup- 
port the estiwag>uit style of lu>usek«H‘ping. and gnitify the 
expensive histes of young women, as fasliion is now edncaiting 
them, many are olJigeil ti» make up llieir minds ueviT to 
marry. Such a one undertoi>k to show me tluit it mm 
che4i{)er for him h> placer than to live in any otlier way whidi 
could be expecUd of him in New Orh-ans. He hind, at a low 
rent, two ajjartments in the older j>art of i\m kmii ; 
did not, exc«{»t cm easionally, require a sn^nant ; idio did the 
marketing, and jMfrformed all the ordinary duties of 
keeping henself; she took care of his doilies, and in every 
way was economical and saving in her Imbits ; it l)cing her 
interest, if her affection for him were not sufficimt, to make 
him as much comfort and as htUe expense as possible, that he 
might be tlio mom stropgly attached to her, and have tlie 
Ic^ occasion to leave h^. He concluded hy mmuxw^ mo 
tlmt whatever might be said against it, it certainly was belter 
tlian the w'ay in which most young mm lived w^ 
on salaries in New* York. 

It is asserted by Southeniem wbo hav<?f''llviid at Kiwrth; 
fmd Nmiheiimm who lived at the Souths that although Ihe 
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facilities for lioentiouBneeg are much gimter at the South, the 
evil of licentiouisuees is much greater at the North. Not 
bec^ause the average Htandard of respectable position’* re- 
quirts a less exi^eiMlitxire at the South, for the contrary is the 
case.^ But it is said liwutioiisness at the North is W more 
captivating, irreahdihle, aud niiuous than at the South. Its 
very intrigues, cloaks, bizards, and expe^nsas, instead of r*- 
pnssing the {mssions of yoimg men, exaspt'rate them, and 
iiicn^tise its degnuling effect ujxin thi*ir character, producing 
hj'jHX.'risy, inU^fering with Ixigh ambitions, destroying selt- 
cansifig the worst jK>Hsiblc raults to tlu^ir health, and 
giving them bibits wliich aR inimical to future domestic 
amtentuuiii and nrtne. 

Bossibly there is some ground for this assi'rtian with Rterd 
to young iiam in tOMms, though in nual life the advanta^of 
the North, 1 believe, hs incomparable. 

Ml'S. JJouglass, a Virginia woman, who was trial, con- 
vichxl, and puaishcxl, a year or two since, for teacliing a 
nmnlxT of nlaviis to read, contnur)' to law, says in a letter 
from her jail 

*'Thii 4 <i4^man«lii the iitU*ntioD, not <mh' of the relig^oui j>op«la'- 

lion, b«t of «tah «rat)U ami kw-titukeniL It i« on© Jauiging over 

tli« boutheni 1*^1 ive ik^trovim^ ihimetftic aiiU the peaoe 

of IhctiiwtJHk. It sunuiH'U up in U»e «ini;h? wont — atMdtjomUknK Thk. 
an<l thij( orUy, eaiUK'^« the rmt extent of ijBriioninct\ degniUatioa. and ertmo 
that lien like a black clotid over the whole Hontli. And the ) mctice i« 
more tlian even the Southerners arc willing to tiilow. 

" Neither U it to \m found ouly in the lower order of the white popula- 
tion. ItPpi rvttdiJS the entire society. Its followers art' to be found aumug 
aU niuka, tHeU]iifttions. and profesaions. The white mothers aud daughters 
of tl*e Soutli have auftcietl umlcr it for ytxirs — have aeeu tlieir deami 
afleetions tiamplodi upon->Uicir hopes of domestic happiness destroyed, aud 

* A gentlcmmi in tin inljind Southern town said to me, ** I hm now but oas 
•srvant j if I should marry, 1 should be obliged to buy Uiree more, sad that alone 
Would withdraw from my osfital at least thm thooi^ doUan.** 

X2 
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their IVitore Hyes embitterodf eyen to agony* by those who should be all in 
ell to them, aa hasljands, «ona, ami brotbcw, I cannot u«e hx> atrong 
language in rcfertnK*o to this subject, for I kmiw tlmt it aill nwjct with a 
heartfelt response firom every Bouthem woman.*’ 

A Degress was hung this year in Alabama, for the murder 
of her child. At her trial she confessed her guilt. She said 
her owner was the fiither of the child, and tlmt her mistress 
knew it, and treated it so cruelly in consequence, that she had 
killed it to save it fix)m further Buffering, and also to remove a 
provocation to her own ill-treatment. 

A large planter told, as a roa.sou for sending his boys to the 
North to he educated, that there was no possibility of their 
being brought up in decency at home. Another plantor told 
me that he was intending to move to a free country on this 
account. He said that the j>ractice was not occasional or 
general, it was universal. “ There is nof^’ lu? said, ‘‘ a likely- 
looking black girl in this State that is not the concnbine of a 
white man. There is not an old j)lantation in which the 
grandchildren of the owner ore not whipi>«l in the field by bis 

overseer. I caimot bear that the Wood of the shonld 

run in the veins of slaves." He was of an old Scotch family. 

New Orkam, Sumlay. — Walking this morning tiffongh 
a rather mean neighlnorhocKl 1 was attractarl, by a loud 
chonm singing, to the open door of a chapt*l or smaU church. 
1 found a large congregation of negroes assenfbied within, ftod 
the singing being jnst then concludwl, and a f>reacher 

commencing a sermon, I cntorwl an empty p(;w near the 
entrance. 1 had no dboncr taken a seat tlian a negro usher 
came to me, and, in the most jKtlite manner, whispered — 

” Won’t yon please to let me give you a seat higher up, 
master, ’long o’ tudder white folks ?’’ 

I followed him to the uppermost scat, fociiig the pulpit 
where there were three other white petsous. One of 
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ms a woman — old, very plain, and not as well dressed as 
many of the negroes ; another looked like a ship’s officer, and 
was proljably a member of the jwlice force in nndreas — what 
we call a spy, when we detect it in Europe ; both of these 
remained diligmitly and gravely attentive during the service ; 
the third was a foreign-looking person, very flashily dressed 
and 8{)orting a yellow-headed walking-stick, and much cheap 
jewelry. 

The lYnnainder of the congregation consisted entirely of 
colourecl persons, many of them, however, with light hair and 
liardly any perceptible indications of having African blood. 
On the Hbep of the chancel were a numljer of children, and 
among tlnw? one of the lovcdiest young girls tlmt I ever siiw. 
She was a light mulatto, and luah^ expression of unusual 
iutelHgence and viviicity. DuriCi^^e service she fiecpiently 
smihjil, I thought derisively, afei®o emotions and excitement 
V)t‘tniyfri by the older jaxple aliout her. She was elegantly 
dresst and w^ls accompanied by a younger sister, who wiis also 
drcss^l expnsively and in good Uiste, but who was a shade 
(hirker, though much removed from the blackneas of the true 
negro, and of very good features and phwint expression. 

The preacher was nearly black, witli close woolly hair. 
His figure was slight, he se<*med to about thirty yeiirs of 
age, and the expression of his face indicated a refined and 
delicately sensitive nature. His eye was very fine, bright, 
deep, and clear ; his voice and manner generally quiet and 
impressive. 

The text was, ** I have fought the good fight, I have kept 
the faith ; henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
glory and the sermon was kn appropriate and generally 
correct explanation of the customs of the Oljmipian games, and 
a pro|>er and often eloquent application of the figure to the 
CSiristian couxbo d Bfe. Much of the language ma highly 



310 


COTTON AND SLAVERY. 


laetapliorical ; the figures long, strange, and complicated, yet 
sometimes, however, temtiful. Words were frequently mis- 
placKl, and tlieir meaning evidently mi«a|)pn*h(*iKled, wliile 
the grammar and pronunciation were sometimcH such m to 
make the idea intended to be convoyed by the sjxijikor in- 
comprehensible to me. Vulgarisms iind slang plmisi^ ocm- 
siomUly (x?curred, but eridently without any eonscioumiosg 
of impropriety on the part of the 8{>etiker or his congre- 
gation. 

As soon as I had taken my setd, my attention was attracte<i 
by an old negro netir me, whom I mipposcHl for some time to 1)0 
suffering under some nervous eomidaint ; ho ti-emhlod, hia 
t^yth chattered, and his face, at intervals, was convulml. 
He fKKm lx:*gan to rosjx^nd aloud to tht‘ sontiiuonts of the 
preacher, in such wonls as tli(‘so : Oh. yes !’’ That s it, 
tliat H it “ Yt^, yes — glory — y<*s and similar expnwicuis 
could 1)6 lu^ard from all j»arts (»f the house wdienover the 
speaker’s voice was muisually solenm, or his hinguago and 
manner eloquent or excifrd. 

Sometimes the outcries and resjjonses were not confined to 
ejaculations of this kind, but shouts, and groaim, terrific 
shrieks, and indescriljablo expresdons of emUu:y — of pk^iro 
or agony — and even stamping, jumping, and clapping of 
hands were added. The tumult often rmunbled that of an 
excited political meeting ; and I w as once mirprisfxl to find my 
own muscles all strefrhed, as if ready fur a strugglo—my face 
glowing, and my f&i stamping — liaving J>e<m infected uncon- 
sciously, as men often aft*, with instinctive Ixidily sympathy 
with the excitement of the crowd. So wholly tmintellectual 
WTis the liasis of this excitement, however, that I could not, 
when my mind retrovertetl to itself, find any connection or 
meaniiig in the phrases of the speaker that wmained in my 
ineii;ory ; and I have no donU it waa hia “ action " raSier 
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than his sentimente, that had given rise to the exmtcment of 
the congregation. 

I took notes as well as I could of a single passage of the 
sermon. The jueacher liaving said that among the games of 
the arena, were “ raaslin ( wc^stling) and lK)xing, and de- 

scrilxxl how a comliatant, detennund to win the prize, would 
come lx>l(lly up to his adversary tmd stand square before liim, 
IcKjking him straight in the ey(?s, md wliile he guailed lum- 
self with one hand, would give him a lick * with tiie other, 
contiuimJ in these words : “ Then would he 8t(ip, and turn 
away his lace* and l(*t the adversary hit l>aek? Xo, my 
brethren, no, no ! he’d follow up his advantage, and give him 
aiiother lick ; and if ho fell Ijack, he\l clos<.» after him, 
and not ^top ! — and not faint ! — not he content with merely 
driving him Iwkl — but he’d rs<^'r# re / (yes, glorj* !) ami 
hit^um agjiin ! < that’s it, hit him again! hit him again! 
oh, glory ! hi ! hi ! glory ! ) drive liim into the corner ! and 
never, never stop till he Inal him down ! ( glor\ , glory, glory ! ) 
and he had got his foot on Ids lu'ck, and the cre^wn of wild 
olive leavf»s was plactxl ujKm his lu^id by the lord of tho 
games. (Ha! ha! glory to the Ijord! etc.) It mtB tlie 
custom of the 01}Tn{)ian games, my brethren, for the nctor to 
U? crownatl with a emvai of wuld idive leaves ; but sometimes, 
after all, it wouldn’t 1 h» awardeil right, Inxi-ause tlie lord of tho 
gaiu(is was a |SK)r, fiail, ern>mxHi8nnin,and maybe he couldn’t 
see right, (»r maybe he wasn’t an honest man, and would have 
his favouriUxs among tlie exunhaknts, and if his favourite was 
beaten, he would not allow it, but would dwiare tliat he was 
the victor, and the crown would deso*?nd on h{$ head (^lory I) 
But there ain’t no danger of that with otir fight witli the 
worldi for our Lonl is throned in justice. (Glory I— oh, ym ! 
yes! — 8wet!t Lord! sweet Lord!) He seeth iit secret, and 
he knoweth all things, and there’s no chance fo^ a mistake, 
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and if we only will just persevere and conquer, and conquer 
and persevere (yes, sir f oh, Lord, yes !) and persevere — not 
for a year, or for two year, or ten year ; nor for seventy year, 
perhaps ; but if wo persevere — (yes ! yes !) — if wo persevere 
— (oh ! Lord ! help us !) — if we |)or9evere unto the end — 
(oh! oh! glory I glory! glory!) — until he calls us home! 
(Frantic shouting.) Henceforth tliero is laid up for us a 
crown of immortal glory’ — (Ha! ha! HA!) — not a crown 
of wild olive leaves tliat Iwgin to droop aa soon as they touch 
our brow, (oh ! oh ! oh ! ) bat a crown of immortal glory ! 
That iadeth not away ! Never Wgins to dnsip ! But is 
immortal in the heavens!" (Tremendous uproar, many of 
the congregation on their fi^t, and uttering cri<*8 and shrieks 
impossible tt> bo express'd in letters. ) The sliubby gentleman 
by my side, who had Itetui asleep, suddenly Hwak»»ntd, dropped 
his stick, and shouted with all his might, “Glory to the 
Lonl !” 

The body of the house was filled by the audience ; there 
were galleries, but few prsons were in them ; on ono aide, 
two or three liovs, uial on Uie other, on the scat nuarust tbo 
pnipit, alxiut a dozen wtnuen. 

The preacher was drawing his se'nnon to a close, and cor- 
ing some sensible and pertinent advice, solsTly and calmly, 
and the congregation was attentive and com}>arativ<!ly quiet, 
when a Kmall old wcfman, ]M;rfecily bhu'k, among tliose in the 
gallery, snddenly ro«e, and began dancing and clapping her 
hands ; at lust with a alow and meiisuird movement, and then 
with increasing rapidity, «t the same timo beginning to shout 
“ ha ! ha Tlie women aljout bir azoae abw, and tried to 
hold her, as tliere appeared great danger that she wonld fail 
out of the gallery, and those below left their pews that abe 
might not fall upon them. 

Tim preacher cmitinued his remarks— much the best fprt 





818 


of lii» sermoii — bat it was plain thatr^Hey vrme wasted ; every 
one was looking at the dancing woman in the gallery, and 
many were shmiting ami laughing alond (in joyful tympathy, 

I suppose). Hk eye flashed m he glanced amuously from 
the woman to tlie people, and then stopping in the middle of 
a scmU^nec, a sad smilt* canu^ over hk face ; he closed the hook 
and bowed hk head upon hk hands to the desk. A voice in 
the congregation stnick mto a tune, ami the whole congrega- 
tion rose and joined in a rotuing song. The woman was still 
shouting and (hincing, her html thrown bock find K>lling from 
one side to Uie other. Gnalually her shout lc*c*anie indktinct, 
she threw her arms wildly akmt instead of cliq>})ing her 
hands, fell l«ick into the arms erf her comjmnionR, tlieu threw 
herself forward and embrat^d those kdore her, then tossed 
liersr^lf from sid** te side, pisping, and finally sunk to the floor, 
when* she remained at tlie end of the song, kicking, as if 
acting a death Htriiggle. 

i\jiother uum now rose in tlie pulpit, and gave out a hjinn, 
ruunu'g numWr and J^age, and holding a bcK»k l)tfure him, 
though. I thisight he dui not rewd from it, and I did not see 
anotlier boi^k in the house. Having reciUd sevtn verses, 
mid n^jitmtid the nnraljer ami pige of tlte hymn, he. closed the 
IkkA and cx>imnenccd to mldress tJie oongit^gation. He was a 
hdl, ftiU-bloodid negrr), very bhujk, ami with a dkgusting ex- 
pression of mnsualiiy, cunning, and ^-anity in hk couutenaime, 
(Uid a ixmijxms, patrouking manner — a striking contnisi, in 
all respects, la the prep<)asessing, quiet, and modest young 
premdier who hmi pn?ctde<l him. Ho was dn^ssed in the 
loosest form of Uie faaUiouaUe sack overcoat, which be threw 
ofl" primmtly, showing a white vest, gaudy cinvat, and a tight 
cut-away coat, linked together at tlie breast with jet butfams. 
He commenced by pmpoaing to further elucidate tlie meaning 
of the apoetlok words ; they had an important bearing, Im 
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said, which his brotheAatl not hatl time to bring out ade- 
quately k^fore the congregation. At first ho h^ed carelessly 
on the pulpit cushion, laiighing cunningly, and sjjoke in a 
low, dwp, hoarse, indistinct, and confidential tone ; hut myn ho 
stnick a higher key, drawlhig liis senteneos like a stn^i mkm- 
man, occasionally bricking out into a yell with all tiie strength 
of extraordinarily jxiwerful lungs, at the siinu* time taking a 
striking attitude and gesturing in an (‘xtraordinary manner. 
This would create a frightful (‘xcihnnent in the jM^>j)ie, and 1)0 
respondtxt to with the loudest and most tcmtic shouts. I ran 
com[)are them to nothing else htnnan I ever ht^nl. Some- 
times he \vould turn from the audience and assume' a personal 
opponent to k standing by his side in thf* [ailpit. Then, 
after kttling for a f(*w minutes in an awful an<l majestic man- 
ner with this man of whom h<? wldressod constantly as 

‘‘sir! ' he would turn again to the admiring congregidion, 
and in a familiar, gnitulat4in', and csuivensitional tone explain 
the tbfFiculty into which he Imd got him, and tlien again sud- 
denly turn kck upon him, and in a Ix^xing attitude give an- 
other kn<K'k-down n^ply to liLs heretiaU propositions. 

His language was in a gr</at {>art unintelligible to me, but 
the congregation fsxuufxl to enjoy it higldy, and encouraged 
and assishtd him in bis comliat with “ Sir Knight of liis 
imagination most tumultuously ; and I soon ftumd fliat this 
\yooT gentleman, over whom he nxle his high liorse so fk'axdy, 
xvas one of those “who hike unto themselvi*8 the mune of 
Baptist," and that the name of his ovra clmrger waa “ Pern- 
vemnee-of4he-Sa inh'^ • 

The only intelligible argument that I could diacover, was 
presented under the following cirenmatanoes. Haring made 
his suppostxl adversary assert that “ if a nmn would only just 
bt here, and let him bury him under de water, he would k 
saved," — he caught up the big pulpit Bible, and naizig it aa a 
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catapult, pretended to hurl from it the reply — ‘‘ Except ye 
perBevere and light de good fight unto de end, ye eludl be 
dfimned !*' “ That’s it, that’s it !” shoutcMi^tbe delighted au- 
dience. ^ Yes ! you shall he damned ! Ah ! yon Vo got it 
now, l|pve ye ! Pooli ! — WTms do use o* his teilia’ us dat 
ar he continual, turning to the congregation with a laugh ; 
“ wha H do use on’t, when we know dat a month arter he s 
Imritxl ’(;m undcu* do wah?r— whar do we find ’em ? Ha ? ah 
ha! Whar? In do grog-shop! (ha! Im! lia! ha!) Yes 
we do, don’t we ? (Yes ! yes ! ) In de rum-hole ! (Ha ! lia ! 
ha ! Yen ! yes ! oh I^)nl !) and we know Jo spirit of nun and 
de Spirit of God hasn’t got no Tinitu*s. (Yah! ha! lia! yes! 
yes! dat’s it! dat's it! oh, my Jesus! Oh! oh! glory! 
glory!) Hnt’nly, sah! You may launch out ujxjn de a 
(hop, of oil way up to Virginny, and well lamieli annmlder 
one heah to Lusiana, and wln*n <ley meets — no matter how 
far dt'V bet'll gon<* — devil unite I \Mi\\ sah ? dey’s 

got (le lhiiti(*s, wih I But de spirit of rum liaiiit got nary 
sort o’ Tmity with de Spirit,” etc. 

Tliret^ of the cougreguiion threw themsclvos into hysterics 
during this hanmgtuj, though none were so violent as that of 
the woman in tlic gallt^rj*. The man I had noticed from 
luH stnuige uivnlsive motions, was shaking as if in a violent 
ague, and fitxjuently snatched the skxwe of his cx^t in his 
t4*eth as if he would rend it. The sjxuker at hmgtli returned 
to the hymn, rejxxited the numk>r and page and the first two 
lincsH. Tiicse were sung, and lie re}K^atetl the next, and so on, 
m in the S<X)tch Presbyterian acTvice. The congregation 
sang ; I tliink eveiy one joined, even the children, and the 
colh?ctive sound was wonderful. The voices of one or two 
women rose akive the rest^ and one of these soon began to 
introduce variations, which consisted mainly of shouts of Oh I 
oh ! at a piercing height. Many of the singers kept time 
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with their fwt, balancing; themsehes on each alternately, and 
8win;s(mg their bodies accordingly. Tlie rejwling of the lines 
would be accomi)«yaied also by shonts, as during tlie previous 
discourse. • 

When the preacher had concluded reading the l^t two 
linc\s^ asi the singing again proceeded, ho niiso<l las own voic^f^ 
above all, turned aroTiud, clap|)od his hands, and commenced 
to dance, and laughed aloud — first with his back, and then witli 
his face to the audience. 

Tlie singing ceaiuxl, Imt he continut^ his movements, leap- 
ing, mth increasing agility, from one side of the pnlpit to the 
other. The jxMiple btdow langh<\l and shoutal, and the two 
other preachers who were shut in the pnlpit Nvith the dancer, 
tried hard to keep out of his way, ami thnw fonvunl their 
arms or shoulders, to fend olf liis |iowerful as lie surge<l 

afrmt k^twwm them. Swinging out iiisanns at nuKloin, with 
a blow of his fist he kmx^kcxl the gn^at Ililde spinning oflf the 
desk, to the gniit danger of tlie children kdow ; then threw 
back, jamming tlie old man, who was trying to Jmbrmn 
him, against the wall. 

At the next heave, he pitchcxl hmdforemost into the young 
preacher, driring him through the door and fiiUing with him 
half down the stairs, and afb?r bouncing akjut a fewmiNneTiis, 
jerking his arms and legs violently, like a iuppbhjiwk, in 
ever}' direction, and all the time driving his Iwmth with all 
the noise |KW«8ible btdween his set and trying to foam at 
tlie mouth and act an ej>iU?ptic fit, there he lay as if dead, the 
young preachffr, with fRe same sad smile, and something of 
shame on his face, sitting on the stair holding his head on h» 
shoulder, and grasi>mg one of his hands, while his feiet mm 
extendcjd up into the pulpit. 

The third man in the pulpit, a shorty aged negro, wfth a 
smiling fiice, and a plem^g manner, took the B8de, wtedb 
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vnm handed tq) to him by one of the congr^tion, laid it upon 
the desk, and, leaning over it, told the people, in a gentle, 
converaattonol tone, that the “ love feast ” wonld be held at 
four o'clock ; gave some inBtrpctions about the tickets of ad' 
miaeion, and severdy reproved those, who were in tlie ludbit of 
coming late, and imdated upon being let in after the doora 
were locked, lie then announced that the doxology would be 
KTing, which accordingly followed, another woman going into 
hysterica at the close. The prostrate man rose, and released 
the young preacher, who pronounced the Apostles’ blessing, 
and the congregation slowly passed out, chatting and saluting 
oue another jHditely as they went, and bearing not the slight- 
est mark of the previous excitement. 

I came to Mr. K.’s plantation by a steamlxrat, late at 
night .its the Iwat approached the shore, near his honse, 
her big Ijell having l»tK!n rung some ten minutes previously, 
a UfgnV canu' out vsntli a knteni to meet her. The loafs 
low was run Ixddly against the Ijank ; T leaiod ashore, the 
clerk tlirew out a newsjjajsT and a package, saying to the 
negro, “ That’s fur your mastir, and that’s for so-and-so, tell 
your roaster, Jiud ask him to give it to him.” The boat 
hounded off at once, by her own elasticity, the starboard 
wheel was htw-ked for a turn or two, and the next minute the 
great edifice wi« driving up the stream again — ^not a rope 
having been lil^d, nor any other movement having been 
made, on hoard, except by the pilot and engineer. 

“ Do you belong to Mr. 11. ?” I asked the n^ro. “ Yes, 
sir; is you going to our house, master?” “Yes.” “IH 
show you the way, tlien, sir;” and he conducted me in, 
leaving the parcels the clerk had thrown out, where they had 
lallen, on the bank. 

A negro woman prepared a bed for me, waited ai the door 
till I had put out my light, and then returned to tuck in the 
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musquito-bar tightly about tha Ixjd, This was merely fron 
custom, as there were no miisquitoes at tliat BCasoa, In tli 
morning the same woman awiikencxl me, opened the curtaim 
and jisked me to take the money which she hml fouiid in th 
pochets of my clothing, while she t<x>k it out to bt^ bnishtxl. 

Mr. li. is a 8outheraer by birth, hut was educated at th 
Isorth, where, also, and in foreign coiintrit^, he Inis »f>eni 
largo part of his lile. He Is a man of more than usual pre 
cision of mind, energetic and humam* ; mul wdiile his negrtx* 
8e>emi*d to lx? betUr disciplint*il than m\y oiliers I had mui 
they evidently regarded him with affection, resj>eet, an 
pride. 

He had Wn ill for 8^>me wet^ks previous to my visit, an 
when he walked out ^vith me, on the siwud day, it was tb 
first time since the commencement of his iihn?ss tliat hi 
field-liands liad sctjn liim. 

The first negrixs we met were half a dozen women, wL 
were going up to the nuimn^ to suckle their children — tl 
overseer’s Ixdl liaring Wn jitst nmg (at eleven o clock), I 
call them in from work for that jmr}KiS4^ Mr. K, said tin 
ho allowed! them two hours to l)e with their children whi 
nursing at noon, and to k?ave work an hour earlier at uigl 
than the other field-liaiids. The women all stopped m v 
met them, and asked, with much animation ; 

** Oh, master ! bow is ou ^ 

^‘Well, Fm gritting up. How are you, girla?’^ 

Oh, we » well, sir/* 

‘‘ The children all well 

“ Ym, master, all but Sukey », sir/’ 

Sukey’s ? ^Miat, isn’t that well yet ?” 

No, ma»t4?r/’ 

“ But it’s getting well, is it not ?” 

** Yes, master/* 
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Soon after we met a hoy, diving a cart. He pulled up an 
be came agaiBat us, and, taking off hie hat, asked, How ia 
"on, master ?” 

** Fm getting well, you see. If I don’t get obont, and 
look after you, Fib afraid we shan’t hare much of a crop. I 
don't know whiit you niggers will do for Christmas * 

“ Ha ! — look Ik^Ii, inasaa ! — you jus* go right straight on 
de ways you s goin* ; see sutliiu* make you laugh, ha ! ha ! 
(metuiiug the work that liad been done while he was ill, and 
the gcxKl promise^ t>f a crop). 

The plantation eonhiund alx>ut nine humlred a<ire« of 
tillage land, and a large tmd of “ s^amp/* or wcxidland, was 
attaclicjd to it. The tillage land was inclos4*d all in one field 
by a strong cypn^ss jM»st ami rail fence, and was drained by 
two (jiuals, live feet def*p, nmning alxnjt twenty feet apart, 
and jMinillel — Uie mrth from lx>lh Ixring thrown together, so 
as to make a high, diy* roiwl Is twwu them, straight tlirough 
the middle of the pkntatuai. 

Fronting upm the river, and but six or eight rods fi-om 
the public Mid, which eveiywhere runs close along the shore 
inside the lev«»e, was the miuision td tlie proprietor : an old 
Creole hou»t». ttic lower story of brick and the second of 
wood, with n broad gallery, sliadal by the extended roof, 
miming ?dl around it; the ri>of Kte<>p, and shetlding water on 
four sides, with ornaments of turacxl wood where lines met, 
and broktm by several small dormer windows. The gallery 
was 8up}x>rtod by round brick columns, and arclu's. The 
parlours, library, and sleeping rooms of the white family w^ere 
all on the second ficxir. Ikdween the house and the street 
was a yard, planted forAally witli orange-trees and other 
evergreens. A little on one side of the house stood a large 
two-story, square dovcHiot, which is a universal appendage of 
e sugar-planter’s house. In the rear of the house was an^ 
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othar large yard, in which, irregnlarly placed, were honsee for 
the family servants, a kitchen, stable, carriage-honse, smoke- 
house, etc. Behind this rear-yard there was a Vegetable 
garden, of an acre or more, in the cliarge of a negro gfvr- 
dener ; a line of fig-trees were planUMl along the fence, but 
all the ground inclosed was intended to lie croppi'd with 
vegetables for the family, and for the supply of ‘^the peo|de/’ 
I was pleased to notice, however, that the iiegro-gartlener 
had, of his own accord, pliuited some \'iolets and other 
flowering plants. From a comer of the court a road nui to 
the sugar-works and the negro settlement, which were five or 
six hundred yards from the liouse. 

The negro housc*s wcic exactly like those I liavc dc^scribed 
on tlie Georgia ilieo Plantaticm, except that they were pro- 
vided with brofld* galleric^s in fomi They w ere as neat and 
well-marle externally as the cottages ustially prt)vidtd by large 
manufacturing companies m New England, to l>e rented to 
their workmen. The clothing fumishtMl the negre^es, and the 
rations of Ijocon and meal, were the mime as on oOiOr godff 
plantations. During tlie grinding season extra rations of 
flour were serval, and hot coffee was kept constantly in Uie 
sugar-house, and the hands on duty were allowed to drink it 
almost ad Itlnium, They were also allowed to drink freely 
of the hot sf'mj), of which they were extremely fond. A 
generous allowance of strap, or molasses, was also given out 
to them, with their otlier rations, every wc'ek during tlie 
winter and early summer. In extremely hot weather it was 
thought to be unfavourable to health, and was discontinued. 
Eations of tol)acco were also served. At Cliristmas, a sum of 
money, equal to one dollar for eaci hogshead of sugar made 
on the plantation, was divided among the negroes. The last 
year tliis liad amounted to over two dollars a head. It was 
usually given to the heads of femilies. If mf had been pltr- 
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ticukrly carek*f4« or kzy, it waH rememWrf^d at tln« Chrintums 
dole. Of eourKt% the effect of 'fhi« arrangement, amall tin \\m 
tbo amount rix^cnvixl by eaeb j^erson, mm to give Ibe kUmrerw 
a dinxjt intercBt in the wmomical direction of their kljour: 
the advanhige of it mm wciid to k* evident. 

31 r. 11. liad purchaw^d the pkiitaiimi but tlnrc^yearB kdbre. 
and had aft<*r\vard« Hr>iue%vhut increa^<ed itn arm by buying 
tail poor p<‘Oj)h‘, who kid ouin-^l Hinall fiirme adjoin- 

ing. He had greatly extended and iin[)rovf‘«d the dmumg<\ 
and Imd nnirly douhh*<l the force of lu grcxH emph.mil ujKm 
it, adding to the nnuikr tluit he purriniaiil with the knd, 
n(‘aiiy an many inort* whom hi* had inla^riUxl. and wli<»in la* 
transferred to it from an old cotton jdant^tion that he hud 
fornu^rlv lived UjHui, 

li# had considerahly more than douhhil the sUK*k oi mules 
and oxen; had hnilt eiiliniy lu-w cabins for all tlm negroes, 
and new sugar-works and stahh^t. His whole capitnl. la* s;iid. 
v;hen he first kmght the [»laiitiiti<»n. would not have j^aui half 
the jtrice of it and of the cost of sl4K*king ii as he had done. 
Most men when they huy a pknt«itioiu In* ii/ornu*d me. go 
\eiy heavily in delit ; frupiently the juirchas^* is naule throe 
(juart(‘rs on cmlit. 

“ liiiying H plantation. \v<*re his words, “whether a sugar 
(‘r cothai jikntatioii, in this country, is usiailly i-sNauialiy u 
gambling operation. Tht' capital investitl in a sugar pknta- 
lion of the size of mine ought not to k* less Unui >5 lolhOOO. 
The purchaser ja)*s down what ht‘ can. and usually givm 
seeurity for tlu* payment of the kdanco in six annual instal- 
monk, with interest (10 jmu* cent. p<.>r annum) frium the date 
of the purehast.u Succiiss in sugar, ns well as cotUm planting, 
is deptuubmt on m many circumstance, tliat it k aa inndi 
truHting to luck as Wtting on a throw of dice. If bk fiint 
crop proven a kwl one. he mufet kirrow money of tlie Jem in 
vox,. 1. Y 
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New Orleans to pay his first not© ; they will sell hini this on 
the best terms they can— often at not less tlmn 25 per cent. 

annum. , If three or four bad crops follow one another, he 
is roinal. But tliis is seldom the case, and he lives on, one 
year gJiiniiig a little on his debts, but almost as often enlarg- 
ing them. Three or four years ago there was hardly a 
planter in Louisiana or Mississippi who was not in very em- 
liarrassed circumstances, nearly (?vm' one haring his ci' 0 })s 
pledged to his creditors long before they were se<‘ured. The 
good prices and good crops of tluj last few years have m^t them 
all on their legs again ; and this year all tlie jewellers’ shops, 
and stores of rich furniture and dry gtxHls, in New Orh^is, 
were cleared uni by the middle of the season, and evmbody 
feels stn>ng and (‘hee*rful. I have iiiys4?Ij* l:xH}n particularly 
fortunafo ; I have mmle throe pkjkI cn)ps in succtissioii. Last 
year I made six hundred and fifty hogsht^aihi of sugar, and 
twelve hnndrexl Imm Is of molasses. The molaasea alone 
brought me a sum sufficient to pay all my pkntatton 
expeJLses ; and the sugar yields me a dear profit of twenty* 
five per cent, on my whole inv€wtmeni. If I make another 
crop tliis year m good as tbit, I sliall lie able to discount my 
outstanding nobis, and sball t>e citar of didit at tlie epd of 
four years, instead of six, which was all I liad hoped for/' 

On anotlwT planhitiou, which I have since riaikxl, which 
had a slave jiopuJation of over two hundred— counted as one 
hundred field-hands -tlie sugar works cost $ 40,000, and 
eeven hondresd Immds sugar were nuule last year. On tJiis 
plantation there is a steam-pump, which drains tlie rear of the 
plantation over a levee, whim the back-water from the swamp 
would oUierwise prevtmi perfect dminage. 

Mr. K. modestly crachtad his extiaordinaij gncDW lo 
“luck;” but I was satisfied, upon examining his improte- 
mtnte, and coiwiikring the reasons, which he readily gave for 
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eTery operation which he showed, or deecribed to me, that 
intelligettce, stndy, and enter|>ri3e had seldom better claims to 
reward* Adjoining his plantation there was another of nearly 
twice the nim, on^ which an equal number of negroes and only 
half th(» number of c'attle were employed ; and the proprietor, 
I was told, Imd had rather lad Inek : he had, in fact, made but 
little more than half as much sugar as Mr. R. I inquired of the 
latt<T if there was any advantage in his soil over that of hii 
neighl>onr s. I think not,” he nqilied ; ** my best cane 
nuide on a piece of land adjoining his, w'bicb, before I bought 
it, was thought unfit for cultivation. The great advantage I 
had over him last year, mainly arosK* from iny having secured 
a more ccunplete drainage of all my land.” 

The soil of tlie greater fiart of the plantation was a fine, 
dark* sandy loam; some of it, at the greatest distance from 
tlie river, was lighU^r in colour, and more ehiyey ; and in one 
part, where there was a very alight depression of the surface 
over ul>out fifty acra, there wm a dark, stiflSsh soil. It was 
this 1 1 which Mr* R, alluded as liaving produced his best 
cane. It hiul Iwn considered too low, wet, tenacious, and 
unftTtilo to worthy of cultivation by the former owner, and 
Wiis cr)vered with bushes and weeds when he took it. Tlie 
impn»vem(iit liad betui eflSsrh'd entirely by draining and & 1 I- 
ploughirig. In fall-ploughing, m a rcm<xly for tenacity of 
soil, tins gentleman s ex|)CTi(Uice liad given him (;reat fiiitlu 
At vari(»iLs points, on my tour, I found most conflicting 
opinions ujwm tliis point, many (among them the President 
of a State Agricultural S<x*iety) having invariably observed 
penneious effects result fhun it. 

The sugar-cane is a j^erennial-rootcd plant, and the stalk 
docM3 not attain its full hizc, under fiivourable ciitmnistanecs, 
in less growing time than twelve months ; and seed docs not 
visually form upon it until the thirtoenth or fourteenth monfli. 



324 


COTTON AXD SLAVEHY. 


This function (temied arroirinff) it only perfonns in a very 
hot and steadily hot climak*, somevvlmt lartly own in the 
West Indies. The phuit is, at all shiges, extrciudy siiwep- 
tible to cold, a lurxlcrate fnwt not only HUsjH’iiding its growth, 
but disorgauiziug it so that the chi^micul qnalitit^ c»f its mp 
are changed, and it is ivudortd valuel<\ss for sugar making. 

As frosts of considerable severity lire common in all jaiils of 
Ixaiisinna, during thrt*i' months of the Yt‘ui\ of coui*s<* the 
sugar-cane is thert‘ never isnuiti^tl to attain its full growth. 
To so much greater jwifection d<K*s it jirrivi* in the Wt^st 
Indues, that tlie dine pHnlucdl on one aere will yiekl from 
o.Ot'O to (>,00011^*. of sugar, while in Loui'iiana is eoii- 

sidend the average (»btaitud. I could make sugar iii the 
climate of Cuki/’ sjiid a I.,ouismna jdanter to nu*, “ for half 
the ]»ria> that, under the must faveural)]** circumstances, it 
must ci>st here.'’ In addition to tlie mitural uncongeniality 
of the climate, the gnamd on whieh it grows in lioumiana, 
lacing lower than the surhice of the river, is much of the time 
made cold hy the infiltration of moisture. It is, therefore, 
(»iily by n'ason of the extreme fertility of this alluvial di jn^sit, 
assisted by a can.ful methoil of eultivation, that the ctuic is 
forced to a state of maturity which enabUiB it to yield an 
amount of sugar wliicb, with the aasistaiica of a governmental 
protection against foreign competition, will l>e remuuenitive 
to the planter. 

I must confers tlmt there s<‘emK to me room for grave 
doubt if the dipital, 4filjour, and especially the human life, 
which have l>een and wliich coutimn* to spemt in converting 
the Bwaraps of Louisiana into sugjir j)knhition«, and in 
defending them against the annual nssjiulta of tlie river, and 
the fever and the cholera, could not liave l)een betkr em- 
ployed somewheje else*. It is claimed as a great advantage of 
Slavery, as well as of Protection, tliat what has been done to 
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this piirjx> 8 e never would lia\'0 been done without it. If it would ^ 
not, tlic oliviouH retiwiii Ih, tlmt tlie wages, or proBj>ect of profit 
would not iiave l>ecui Hiifiicient to induce fr<*o men to undergo 
the inconvenienec^a aaid the danger incident to the enteq^rise. 
There is novf groat Wi*alth in l»uiKiana; but I qinwlion if 
[tenter wc^altli would not have Ix^en obtained by the same ex- 
jH‘inliture of human Inlxmr, and happiness, and life, in very 
many other dinn-tioim. 

Planting conunenn^ iiura^diutely after the sugar-manu- 
facturing Ru^»n in ( *01 u’ludHP- usually in JanTiarv. New or 
fallow land is prepared by ploughing tho whob* surface : on ttiia 
plantatiiUi tlie plough u>«tl wiis inado in Kentucky, and was of 
a very goo<l iiUKh l, }»loughing sevni to niia* d<H‘]», with a 

single pair of iiiuh'S. The grotmd Uung then harrowtd, drills 
ar(^ oj»iUad w’ith adoiibh* mould -Urn rd phaigh, w*V(‘n fet aimrt. 
Cuttings (ff canc tor Rsd are to Ik- plaiihd in tliem. Tbm^ are 
n.?s^‘n*ed friuu thi’ crop in tin* nutuinn, when some of the Wt 
^aiie on the jdantation is S 4 *h?i*t*d for this puqwwH*, while still 
standing.® This is cut off at the nx>ts, and laid up in heaps 
or stacks, in such a manner that the Knaves and tops pRitwi 
the shilks fron%fn>st. Tin* heap are called mattrc^sscs ; they 
arc tw<» or thn*<? hrt high, and as many yanls iicross. At the 
j)lanting Huason tluw are o|Mm(d, and the cane o>mes out moist 
and gn^ui, and sweet, with the lauls or eyes, which protrude 
at the joints, swelling. The imnuitim* top paits of the stalk 
are cut off, and they an) loaded into carts, and carried to the 
ground prepand for phmting. The carts umd iire large, with 
high Hi<U‘-boards, and an* dmwm by thrtEH> mules — one large 
one lx dug in the shafts, and tw o lighter ones abreast, before 

• It if only on jthi* be«t pUnfntioim that the iteiHi-€itii« Is R'lettinl with tlm on, re. 
On another pliuitation that I during the t>Unting 1 noticed that th« 

b«»t part of the ataik had I»ee» cut otf for aud only the Im valuable part 

aaved for H*ed ; and Uiw, 1 apprehend, in the geueml practice. Thf tet cuttiiiga 
prohablv pitKluce tht tnoet vigoroia pLtmta. 
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ber. The drivers are boys, who use the whip a great deal, 
and drive rapidly. 

In the field I Ibimd the kbonrers working in three divisions 
—the first, consisting of light hands, brought the cane by 
arms-fuU from the cart, and laid it by the side of tlie fur- 
rows ; the second planted it, and the tJiird covered it. Plant- 
ing is done by laying the cuttings at the lx)ttam of tlie furrow, 
in such a way that tlk^rc^ shall thrtio always togetijer, with 
the eyes of ejach a little removiMi from those of tlie others — 
tliat is, all “ breaking joints.” They are thinly covered 
with earth, drawn over them with hues. The other hx>ls 
were so well selected on this pbmtatiuii, tliat I expressed 
surprise at the clumsiness of the h<x«, j>arlicul[irly as the 
soil was light, and eniireJy free from Htones. “ Such hoasi 
as you use at tiie North would not last a negro a day,” said 
the planter. 

Cano will grow for sevenil years from the roots of tlio old 
plants, and, when it is allowcjd to do so, a very caonsidemble 
part of the ex|>ense k avoided ; but the vigour of the plant is 
less when growing from this source than when starting from 
cuttings, and the crop, when ilios obtained, is agnndly 
him pnjdiictive, until, jiiW a numkr of ytairs, dep^niding U]K>n 
the rigour of the seasons, fresh shoots to s{>ring fry>m the 
stubble. This Hprouting of cane from the stools of the last 
cn>p is termed ** rahxiiiing.” In the West India plantations 
the cjine is frequently aUowtd to ratoon for eight sueawsive 
en>|is. In Louisiana i| is usual to pknt onee in ihm* yauB, 
trusting to the jnatooidng for two err>[>s only, and tliis was tho 
practice on Hr. li. a pkntation. Ilie cost of sng^ir groiring 
would be very grciatly increased if the m>p naedtd planting 
every year ; for all tlie cane grown upon an acre will not famish 
seed for mewre tluin four acres — omsequentiy cmcHtwelflh of 
the whole d each cro}) has to be resented kx the planting of 
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tbo following crop, even wben two-tluids of tins is to be of 
ratoon oane. 

Planting is finished in a faToorable season— early in Mardi. 
Tillage is conuunmcod unmediately afterwards, by plonghing 
from the rows of yoiuig cane, and subseqtiently continued Tery 
much after the usual plans of tillage for potatoes, whm planted 
in drills, with us. By or befu[e the first of July, tlie crc^ is all 
well eartlted Uft, Uie rows of cane growing from the crest of a 
rounded bed, seven foot wide, with deep water-furrowa be- 
tween eacL The cauo is at Ibw time five or six feet hi^ ; 
and that growing from each bed forms arches with that of the 
next, so as to completely sluide the ground. The furrows be- 
tween the beds are airefuJly cleaui-d out ; so that in the most 
drencliing torrents of rain, the water is rapidly carried off into 
the (hains, and Uienct- to the swamp ; and the cro]> then re- 
qnin-s no further lalioar u|wn it imtil frost is apprehended, or 
the season for grinding arrives. • • 

Th>‘ nearly thn'o months’ interval, commencing at the 
intcia«est heat of summer, curres|X)uds in the allotment of 
labour to the ])enod of vrinU*r in.Nortljorn agnculture, 
because the winter itself, on tlio sugar-] ilantations, is the 
planting-season. The negnies are t*mj)loyed in cutting and 
carting wood fur boiling tiie cani'-jnice, in making necessary 
reiinirs or addiUons to the sugiur-hoase, and othen\ise pre- 
paring for tlie grinding-season. 

Tlio grinding-season is the liarvost of the sugar-planter ; it 
commences in Oct<»bcr, and continues fur two nr throe mouths, 
during which tiuu-, the greaUwt jrossible activity and the 
ntmost labour of which tlie hands are ca)»yc, are reqiured to 
secure the product of the [irevioos labour of the year. Mr. R, 
assured me that daring the last grinding-season niurly every 
man, woman, and child on his plantation, including the over- 
seer and himself were on duty fully eighteen hmus a day. 
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Fiom the moment first commences, until the end of 

the aeason, it is never diseontinuetl : the lm*s uiid(T tJie Uulcr 
never iru out, and the ne;:T'>es only for six hours in the 
twenty-four, by relays — three-<j\uirters of them Uung con- 
stiuitly at work. 

Notwithstanding the sc'vority of tht‘ laliour n*<jnired of 
them at this time, ^Ir. Ih said that his negroos were as glad 
m he wus himsidf to have the time f«>r grinding arrivt‘. and they 
worketl with gn^^iter elieerfuhiess than at any otluT seas^ui. 
Flow am thost* jK*i*H<ins who au* always so ready to maintain 
that the nlavt^s Wi^rk h*?^ than free laK>urei*s in fn*e countri«*s, 
and tliat for tliat iviisim they are to Ih* envied hy them, 
aceouut for this? That ait Mr. Ih's plantatitui it waes tin* cast* 
that the sla» s eiijovefl nnnt that Mus^ai of the yeair wlnuj 
the lianlest laUair was n^juin^ of them, 1 have, in adtlition 
to .Mr. li. s own t vidence, g.Kwl reais^ai to U lit ve, wliich 1 
*^hiilLj>rtSi*utly report. And the n*a«sjn td* it evhlently is, tliat 
they are tln ti paid ; tlu y have Udter and mort^ varied 
fxxl and stinmlaiits than usual, hut es|srially they have a 
degi'K* of freedom, and of s<Hdal pleiisurt*, anti a variety of 
^MTiipatioii whidi brings a rtvreatioii of the mind^ and to a cer- 
taui degitv givt-s tltem strength for^ and pleamirc<» in, their 
lalMHir. Men of s^uise havt* di**<t»verttl Umt whtui tht*y dmre 
t*> get t'XtiHonlinarj' t xertitms from their Hiav<*s, it in ladter to 
•dfer them rewards than to whip them; to euamnige Uiem, 
Hither than to drive them. 

If the seaik>n has lasTi favonniHli*, m that the mm is 
strong, and well nmturc^l, it will endua* a smart early fwiwit 
without injury, particularly if the ground is well drained; 
hut as rapidly m [xiaaihle, aft^w tiie season has anrivtj at 
which fttmis are to lie exjX'eteil, the whole crop ia cut, un i 
put in from which it i$ taken to the griading»«nil 

as hist as it am U imnlc to \m it. 
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Tlia of Biantifiicttiri»K sugar is ovarywhere ouried 

on in conn6ctii)n with tho planting of the cane* The short-* 
of the st^aon during which the wine cm be irnnl is the 
rwiaon assigm^l for tliin : the propriet/)rH would not Ixs willing 
to tnist to eiishnu-nulk to nmnufactiire their produce \ntli 
the iKKXWHary rapidity. If cane shonM l>e cnltivatad in eon- 
nation with other crops — tlmt is, on small farms, inshiad of 
iTwit “sugar only’’ pluntations — n<igl»boTirh<xKl ciistom- 
luills would proluihly Ik* empl<»yed. The j^rutit of a sngar- 
phmtation is now large, much in prupurtion to its size (if it 
K* pn>portionjit4*ly stocked 1 ; oulv a very large 

supply ciuic will wiirniiit the jiropru^tor in pmviding the 
most c(‘onomicHl manufacturing appamtus. In 18*19 there 
were 1,174 sugar estates in Isuiisiamu producing 2H(),7>47 
hhds. of sngiir : but it m tb«mght that half <»f thia quantity 
was pHnlnct**! on h*s« than 2tMt c^stat^^—that is, tliat one- 
eiglith of llie piantnlions pnxlucnl one-lmlf the sugar. The 
sugar-v,orks on some of the large citato cost over 
and many of tlicm manufacture over 1,0(MMK)0 il>s. per 
aimum. The pn^tits of tlu^sis under *»ur pnmmt hirilf, in a 
favourable are imineiis<*. 

Tin* a[qauatuH us^ d msni the ladter class of p!antatic»nB is 
very admirable, and improvements arc yearly bcung made, 
which iiulicah^ high scientific acquirements, and mucli me- 
chanical ingenuity on the jairt of the inventors. The whole 
process of sugar luanufactmiiig, although chemical analysis 
proves that a large amount of sa^xdiarine is still waskMl, has 
been within a few years git^atly impn)ved, principHlly by 
reason of the 6xj>eriments and tliscoveries of tl^ French 
chemists, whose kbouis have been dirwteil by the purpcisa to 
lessen the CAmi of beet-migar. Ap|airatus for various processes 
in tlie nmufacture, which tliey have invented or recom- 
mended, has boen improved, and brought into |nBcticaI 
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operatbn on a large scale on some of Uic Louisiana planta- 
tiona, tbe owners of which are among the most intelligent, 
enterprising, and wealthy men of business in the United 
States. Forty-three plantations in the State are now fur- 
nifihe<l with apparatus constructed in accordance vnth tlie best 
scientific knowledge on the subjec^t; and 914 are driven by 
steam-engines — leaving but 560 to be worked by horse- 
power. Mr. R. g 8Ug3U*-h<m.se, for muiking brown sugar, was 
fliniished with the l>e>t kind of apjmratus, at a of 
^20,000. Pre|>amtions were making for the addition of* 
works for the manufacture of white loaf sugar, wliich w^f^uld 
eo«t #20,000 more. I Imve visited one ])lantiUioii on wliich 
the sugar-works are said to liave cost over #100,000. 

At one comer of Mr. B/s phmtation, there was a liamlet 
consisting of about a dt>zen small hous*^ or huts, built of 
w<Kxi or clay, in the old French peasfint style. The residejuts 
owne<l small larms, on which tliey raisal a little a>ra and 
rice ; but Mr. R. descrilMd them as lazy vagal)ondH, doing 
but little work, and sijeudmg much time in shooting, fishing,' 
and play. He wanted iiuicli to buy all tlieir land, and get 
them to move away. Ho had already bought Qut some of 
them, and had made arnmgemenis by which he hoped aoon 
to get hold of tlie land of some of the rest. He was willing 
to pay two or three tiimv as much as tlie property was actually 
worth, to get them to nnwe off. As fast os he got possession, 
he destroyed their houses and gardens, removed their fences 
and trees, and brought SU their land into his cano-plantatioa. 

Some of them w^ere mechanics. One was a very good 
mason, and he employed him in building Ins sugar-works and 
refinery ; but he would be glad to got rid of tliom all, and 
depend entirely on slave meclmnics — of these he had several 
already, and he codd buy more when he needed them. 



umauMA. 


831 


Why did he BO dislike to have tbeea poor people living 
near him, I asked ? Because, be atrai^tvmy answered, they 
demoralm^ his negroes. Seeing them iiviiig in apparent 
comfort, without much property and without steady labour, 
tlie slaves could not help thinking that it was mmecessaty for 
men to work so hard^as they themselves /sere obliged to, and 
that if they were foee they would not work. Besides, the 
iniertoum of these people with the negroes was not fovoorahie 
to gtKid di»(!ipline. They would get the negroes to do them 
httle serviciJH, and would pay with luxuries which he did not 
wish his skives to have. It was b(;tter that they never saw 
anykdy ofl* their own plantation; they should, if posmble, 
have no iniercimrse with any other white men than their 
OT^Tier or oversew ; e«j)ecial]T, it was desirable that thcfy 
should IK d white in<m who did not command their nispect, 
and whom they did not always feel to be snjKirior to them- 
selves, and able to command them. 

The nuisiince of jKjtty iradtais dealing with the negroes, 
and eiiCouraging tliem to pilfer, w^hich I found everywhere a 
great annoyance to planters, seems to be greater on the banka 
of the Mississippi than elsewhere. The traders generally 
come on boats, which they mo(»r at night on the shore, 
adjoining the negrcwpiartora, and float away whenever they 
have obtained any booty, with very small chance of detection. 
One daj^ during my visit at Mr. It. s, a neighbour called to 
apprise him tliat one of tla^se trading-boats vras in the vicinity, 
that he might take prc^cautions to prevent his negroes deolmg 
with it. *‘The law,” ho observed, with much feeling, 
entirely inadequate to protect us against these rascals; it 
rather protoots them than us. They easily evade detedaon 
in breaking it ; and we can never get them punished, except 
we go beyond or against the law ourselves.” To show me 
how vexatious the evil was, he mentioned that a large brass 
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cock and some pij>o had lMx*n lately stolen from \m sugar- 
works, and that he had ascH^rtaiiuHl tlmt one of his negro(’6 
had taken it and sold it on Kmrd one of those Ixmts for 
seventy-five cents, and had iiunu\liately Hjjent tin' luinuy, 
chiefly for whisk)^, on the same Ixmt. It had (wt him tiiirty 
dollaiv to replace it. Mr. R. siiid that ho had latt ly cjuight 
one of Ills o\ni negrin^s going townnls one of the “chicken 
thievt‘s'’ (so the tratlers’ Inmts are locally calleil ) with a pit^cc 
of machinery, tinscrewc«l from his sug^vr- works, which had 
cost him eighty dollars, but which would, very likt ly, have 
iK't'ii sold f<»r a drink. If the negro had sTKrt*<Mhxl in reaching 
the Imt, as he would, if a watch had not b/^'n kept, he could 
never have re<‘ovcrc*d it. There would have b‘eii no witneHs<\s 
to the Siile ; the stolen goods would haVf^ b^cn hid on b>ard 
until the lK>at reaclnd New (hicaiis; or, if an otlica r caime to 
search tiu* bmt. they would have bam dropj>ed into the river, 
b'fore he got on b*iird. 

This iieighbnir of Mr. K. s had b'^m cducattd in Fmnce. 
(ajuversiug on tla* in<a»nvenienc<*s of Slaver}', he ucknow- 
Itdgfd tbit it was not only an nnwmomiml syintcia, ii 
morally wrong one ; “ hut/’ he said, “ it was not instituted 
Ijiy us — %vo are not n^sponsihle for it. It i« unfortunately 
filed upm ns ; we 0 ad(l not do away with it if we wislnd ; 
our duty Is only to make the U^st of a bad thing ; to les»w n 
its evils as much as we am, m) far as we have to da with it 
individually.’* 

Mr, It. himsedf also acknowhdgetl Slaverj’ to lie a very 
grait evil, morally an5 economically. It was a nime upon 
th#:* South ; he liad no doubt at all akmt it : nothing woidd 
be more desirable than it« removal, if it were iKwaiblo to be 
accmuplisheii. But he did not thiiik it could k abdiahed 
without iustituting greater evils than those aouglit te) bo 
remedic-d. Its influence on the character of the whitai was 
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wlmt was most JeploruLle. He was sorry to tliiiik that his 
children would liavi? to Ik? snhjcict to it. He thought that 
ifveiitually, if he were able to atfurd it, bo should free las 
slaves and maid ilum to Alrica. 

When I left Sli*. I{/8, I was driven about twenty miles in 
a bugg}% by one of his hoia«? wTViuiis. He was incliiied to 
Ik! talkative? and corauiimiealive ; and m he expressai greiit 
aHeetiun and rosjaet for his owier, 1 felt at liixuiy to question 
him f»n sonuj jxuuts ujmui which I had always previously 
uv» id<*il conversing with slavew. He Hf>oke nipidly, garni- 
hmsiy ; and it Wiis only mH issaiy* ftu* me to give a direction 
to his tln»nghts, by niv inquiru^. I was ('arcfiil to avoid 
loading qia •^tioiis, and nut to show sucli an iiit4iest us would 
lead liiiu to rcjdy gtianltKlly. 1 clmrgtd my meuujry as 
much lis {>ossi)>lc with iiis very wi»rds. when this wjis of eon- 
.‘■kMjncm'c, and inudt» the following rci^oid of the conversation 
within ladf an hour after I hd‘i him. 

1I(‘ ^irst said that he snj'|H)Md tliat I would Bee that he 
was not a “('nnile uigg^r;' he caaue from Virginia. He 
rerkomd the Virginia iicgHH-s were Ik^Ut liK>king than thoise 
who Were niiwtl lure; there wenMio black people anpvliere 
in tla‘ world vvho wen? so well iiuide ’ as thost^ who were 
Ixirn in \’irginia. Ho ask^Kl if I livcxl in New Orleans; and 
where ? I lold him tliat I livcxl at the North. He askcxl ; 

“ Das a great nmtiy bratk folks (hili, nuissa 
‘‘No; very few. 

“Ha’s a grtui many in Virginny ; more'ii da is beah 
** But I ciuno fn*m IkwoiuI Virginia — fmm New York/’ 

He had heanl there were a gnat many black folk in New 
York. I said tlicw w(?re a gtKKl many in the city ; but few 
in the country. Did I bve in the amntxj’ ? What people 
did I have for servanta ? Thought, if I hired all my labour, 
it must bo very dear. Ho inquired further about uejjrooa 
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there. I told him they were nil free, and described their 
general condition ; told him what \e<\ tliem to ctmgregate in 
cities, and what the efftM.*t was. He said tlio negnxjs, both 
slave and free, who lival in New Orleans, wens lx>tter off than 
those who lived in the conntr}". ^Vlly ? Because they make 
more money, and it is gayer’* tliere, and tliere is more 
“ society.” He tlien drew a conirmi betwetn Virginia, as ho 
recollected it, and Louisiana. There is but one nnul in this 
country. In Virginia, there are n>a<l8 ninning in every direc- 
tion, and ofUm croasing ei»ch oilier. You could ms? so much 
more society,” and there was so much more “ variety ” than 
here. He would not like now to go Imck to Virginia to live, 
because he had got urns! to this auintrj*, and had all his ao- 
quiiintances here, and knew the ways of the jKS)[>le. He 
could sjxak French. He would like to go to New Orleans, 
though ; would rather live in New Orleana than any other 
place in the world. 

After a silence of some minutes, he said, abniptly — 

** If I was free, I would go to Virginia, and see my old 
mudder.” He had left her when he was thirteen years old. 
He reckoned he vm now thirty-three. I don't well know, 
dongli, exactly, how old I is ; but, I reelect, de day I wm 
taken away, my ole mudder she tell me I was tirfism ym 
old.” He did not like to come away at all ; he ** felt dread' 
fal Ijod but, now he wuh used to it, he liked living here. 
He came across the Blue Kidge, and he rcwllected that, Avhen 
he first saw it, he th<aight it was a dark pii*ce of sky, and he 
vroislered what it would be like wlien they came close to it. 
He was brought, with a great many other Mgmm, in wag- 
gons, to Louisville ; and then they were put cm board a stoam- 
hmt, and brought down here. He was mdd, and put on this 
plantation, and liuul Uen on it ever smee. H© had been twice* 
sold, along with it. Folks didn't very often sell theit scf* 
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rants away here, as they did in Virginia. They were selling 
their serrants, in Virginia, all the time; but, here, they did 
not very often sell tlmm, except they nm away. When a 
man would run away, and they could not do anjihing with 
him, they always sold him off. The people were almost all 
French. ** Wore there any French in New York he asked. 

I told him there wcare ; but n<it as manv as in Louisiana. ** I 
3 ’pose dah is more of French people in Lnmaim, dan dah is 
anywhar idse in all de world — a nt dah, massa 
“Except in France.'* 

“ Wa s dat, sfir ?” 

“ France is tlie country wdiere all the Frenchmen came 
from, in tlie first place.** 

“ Wa*s dat Franw*, inaswi ?’* 

“ Prances is a country across the ocf*an, the big water, lx*- 
yond Virginia, wIkto all tlie Fremhujen first came? from ; 
just as the hWk people oil came first from Africa, you blow.** 
“ Fve heered, dat dey sell one anoder dah, in de 

fus place. Does you know, sar, was dat so ?*’ Tliis vm said 
very gravely. 

I the milage aishim of nniking slaves of prisoners 

of war, and described the constant wars of the native Africans. 
I told him that they wen» better off‘ here than they would he 
to be tlio slavcw of cnurl savages, in Africa. He tunied, and 
looking me anxiously in the face, like a child, asked : 
h de bmek folks betfrr ofl* to be hea% massa ?’* 

I answered that I thought so ; and descrilxd tlie heathenish 
Imrbarism of the people of Africa, I made exception of 
Lilieria, knowing that liis nnister thought of some time send- 
ing him Unite, and dt*»crik^l it as a phice that vm settlwi by 
negroes who went back Uiere from this country. Bfo said he 
had heard of it, and that Uiey liad sent a great many free 
negroes from New Orleans them. 
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Aftor a niomenfH jMUisa. he iiuniintl — venr pjavelj’, again : 

“ my is //, Iua.s^>^l, wlieu tie bni(*k pe(>j)le is Irtx*, dev 
wants to send 'em away out of dis (*ountiy 

The (juestion took me aUiek. Attt‘r Imn^lins a little — for 
I did ii<»t like to tell him the whitt* jK*o]vle were afniid to have 
them stay Iien^ — I saiid that it ’^^'aH tlanii^ht to a U tter 
place for them there. He replitHl, heshouhl think, that, when 
tliey had got asnl to this country, it was much U*tt4>r that they 
should Ih.‘ allow ttl to stay luav. would not like to go out 
of tliis country. lie wouldn't like even to g<» to Virginia lakw, 
thougli Virginia \va> such a plf‘ii^int eouutry ; he laid U^ai 
here so long, seemed likc‘ this was the U‘4 phu^e for him to 
live. To avoid tlis<•us^ion ol tla* jrtnuih 1 asked wlait lu* would 
do, if he Wii‘e iVee ? 

‘‘If I WHS fn e, iaa^s4i : if I iros tvvilh grc*ad anima- 

tituU, I would Well, sjtr, de fus thing I would d«>, if 1 was 

frt^\ I would go t«» Work tor a yt^air, and gel some uuiney for 
m}>s‘lf, — den — th n — den, iiatssa, dis is what I do —I huy me, 
fus |)lae4\ a little hou>« , an«l little h»t land, and den*— no ; 
den — dell — I weuM go lu old Virginny. atid my old mud- 
der. Vi'S, S4U', I wuuhl like hi do dat fus thing ; deig wlam I 
com Imck, de fus thing I'd do, I'd get me n wife; den, Id 
lake her to my housi*, and I would live with her tkr ; and 1 
Would niis4f? things in myganh n, and lakt^ Vm to Xew IMninsi 
kial M*lt em dar, in de market. Hat s de wiiy I would live, ii 
I wfis frtsf*/' 

He mud, in aiisw^« furtln r imjuirics, tlmt thero ww 
many fn*<f negr«issf ai! this region. Some wene ir<*n 

rich. He js>;nicd out to me llins^ plantations, within twenty 
mih*s, <iwiuil l>y iv»lour«*il imm. Thm* Umgfit hkek foMb. he 
said, and lad aervauts «if tlieir own. Tliey were taiy 
rna«tc*rs, verj’ hard and cruel— hadn’t any finding. ** ^011 
might think master, hit dey would he good to dar own • 



ZXnj|BUII4, 


m 


Imt dey ia not, 1 will tell yon de trnthy nuiMt ; I know I’ao 
got to anawer ; and it’s a ^t, dey is very had masters, sar. 
rd rather be a servant to any man in de world, dan to a brack 
man. If I was sold to a brack man, Fd drown myself* I 
would dat— rd drown myself! dongh I shouldn’t like to do 
dat nudder ; but I wouldn’t be sold to a coloured master for 
anyting.” 

If he Inul got to l)e sold, ha would like best to have an 
Aim rican iimster buy bim. The French people did not clothe 
their wiTaubi well ; though now tin y did much better than 
when he lin^t irame to lioulsiaua. Tlie French masters were 
verj' w‘ver(s and ‘ dt^y whip dar niggers most to deff — dey 
whip de fttfsh off of em.” 

Nor did ilu y bfid them as well as the Americans. “Why, 
uwjm, (hy only RivcH ’em dry com — don’t give 
out nt> meat ut kU.” I told him this could not be so, for the 
law n'quired tliat every master should sene out meat to lus 
negns.'s. “Oh, but some on 'em don’t mind Law, if he does 
soy »>, miussa. L»m never hero ; don’t know auytliing about 
him. Very often, dey oidy gives ’em dry com — I knows dat ; 
I sees de niggers. liidn’t you 8**0 de, uiggors on our planta- 
tion, sar ? Well, you ueblaw see such a good-hioking lot of 
niggeis as oora on any of de French plantations, did you, 
massa ? Why, dey all Kwks fat, and dey’s all got good clothes, 
and dey look as if dey ’all ImmI plenty to eat, and hsoln't got 
no work to do, lia ! lav ! ha ! Don’t dey ? But dey does work, 
dough. Dey does a heap o’ work. But dey don’t work so 
hard as dey dctes on some oh de French plantations. Oh, d^ 
does work (m biuxl on dem, sometimes.” 

“ You work hard in Uie grinding season, don’t you ?” 

“ 0, yes ; den wtJ works hard ; we has to work hard dm : 
harder dan any |)der time of year. But, I tell ’oa, masaa, I 
likes to hah de grinding season come; yes, 1 does — ^rader 
von I. z 
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dan any odor time of year, dough we work so hard den. I 
wish it was grinding season all de yoarronn’ — only Simdays.” 
^^A\Tiy?” 

Because — oh, because it s merry and lively. All de brack 
people like it when wo begin to grind.’* 

You have to keep grinding Snudap ?’* 

** Yes, can’t sU^p, when we begin to grind, till to get tru.” 

Y\>u don’t often work SumkyH, except then 
** No, inassa ! neblier works Sundays, except when der 
crap s weidy, and we want to get tni ’fon^ nun com«?« ; den, 
wen W€^ work a Sunthiy, inassa gives us »om<‘ oder day for 
holiday — Monday, if we get tru.” 

He said that, on tlie French plantations, they oftener work 
Sundays than on the American. They to work ahncist 
always on Sundays, on the French plantations, wlu u he was 
first brought to Louisiana ; but tlay did not «o much now. 

^\e were passing a liauilet of cottages, ocmipied by Ac^ians, 
or what the pkntt^rs call jxjor white French CWlca. 

Tlie negroc's luul alwap Iteen representcci to me todaopis# 
babitans, and to hx>k uj>on them as their own mfieriors ; liut 
William six)ke of them rc^spictfully ; and, when 1 kinph^ 
him to sneer at their indolence and vagabond batata, refuised 
to do so, but insisted very strenuously that tlioy were vary 
good j>eople,” orderly and industrious. He assured me that 
I was mistaken in supp<j«iiig that fliC CWh?«, who did not 
own slaves, did not live comfortably, or that they did not work 
as bard as they ought J)r their living. There were no better 
sort of people than they were, be thought. 

He again iwurred to tlie fortunate condition of the negroes 
on his master’s plantation. He tliought it was the host pkn* 
tation in the State, and ha did nt4 bcdieve tliere was a 
lot of negroes in thc^ State; some few of llietn, whom bi» 
master had brought from his former plantation, were old J W 
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altogether, they wore “as right good a lot of niggers” as 
could be found anywhere. They could do all the work that 
was necossarj’ to be done on the plantation. On some oW 
plantations they had' not nearly as many negroes as they 
needed to make the crop, and they “ drove ’em awful hard 
but it wasn’t so on his master’s ; they could do all the work, 
and do it well, and it was the best worked plantation, and 
made the moat sugar to the hand of any plantation he knew 
of. AU the niggers lia<l enough to eat, and were well 
clothed ; their qinirters were good, and tliey got a good many 
prcaouts. lie was going on enthusiastically, wlien I asked : 

“ Well, now, wouldn’t you rather live on such a plautatian 
tlian to lx* firc-e, William ?” 

“ Ob ! no, sir, I’d rather be free ! Oh, yes, sir, I’d like it 
bettff to Ixi fna* ; I v.onld dat, master.” 

“ Why would you ?" 

“l^liy, you soti, master, if I was free — if I was/rcc, I’d 
have all mv time to myself. I’d rather work for mvself. 
Yes. I’d like dat better/’ 

“ But th< n, j-ou know, you’d have to take care of yourself, 
and you’d get {Kwr.” 

“ No, sir, I would not get poor, I would get rich ; for you 
see, master, tlicm I’d work all the time for myself.” 

“ 8n]){Kise all the black people on your plantation, or all the 
black people in the country were made free at once, what do 
you think would beoomo of them ? — what would tney do, do 
yon think ? You don’t suppose there would bo much sugar 
raised, do you ?” 

“ Why, yes, master, I do. Why not, sir ? "What wonld 
de brack pcopio do? Wouldn’t dey hah to work ior dar 
libben ? and de aito people own all do land — ^war dey goin’ to 
work ? Dey hire demself right out again, and work all d® 
Bamo as before. And den, wen dey 'work for demsdf^ dey 

I 2 
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vork harder dan dey do now to got more wages — a heap 
harder. I tiuk so, sir. I would do so, sir. I would work 
for hire. I don’t own any land ; I hab to work right away 
again for massa, to get some money.” 

Perceiving from the readiness of these aiifro’ere that the sub- 
ject Lad been a familiar one with him, I imnu^diately asked : 
“The black people talk among themselves about this, do they ; 
and they think so generally ?” 

“ Oh ! yes, sir ; dey talk so ; dat’s wat dey tink.” 

“ Then they talk about being free a good deal, do they ?” 

“ Yes, sir. Dey — dat b, dey say dey wish it was so ; dat’s 
all dey talk, master — dat’s all„sir.” 

His caution was evidently excited, and I inquired no 
further. We were pa.ssing a hirge old plantotion, the cabins 
of the negroes nj)on which were wn*tch«l hovels -small, 
without windows, and dilapidated. A largo gang of negroes 
were at work by the road-side, planting cane. Two white 
men were sitting on horseliaek, looking at them, and a negro- 
driver was walking among them, with a whip in his hand. , 

William said that this was an old Creole plantation, and the 
negroes on it were worked very hard. There was tiiroo times 
as much land in it as in his master’s, and only ahbnt the !iame 
numl)er of negroes to work it. I observed, however, that a 
good deal of land had been left nncnltiTatcd the previous year. 
The slaves appeared to be working hard ; they were sliabhily 
clothed, and had a cowod expreasion, looking on tlie ground, 
not even glancing at jds, as we passed, and were perfectly 
silent. 

“ Bern’s all Creole niggers,” said William : “ sin’t no Vir- 
ginny niggers dab. I reckon yon didn’t see no such looking 
niggers as dem on onr plantation, did you, master ?” 

After answering some inquiries about the levee, dose inaide 
of which the road oontinnally ran, he asked me aboot the 
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levee at New York ; and when infonned that we had not any 
levee, asked mo with a good deal of snrprise, how we kept tlie 
water out ? I explain^ to him that the land was higher 
tlian the water, and was not liable, as it was in Louisiana, 
to be overflowed. I could not make lum understand this. 
He seemed never to have considered that it was not the 
natural order of tlings that land should be lower than water, 
or that men should be able to live on land, except by ex- 
cluding water artificially. At length, he said : — 

“ I s’pose dis hf'ah State is de lowest State dar is in de 
world. Dar ain’t no odder State dat is low so as dis is. I 
s’ptwe it is five thousand five hundred feet lower dan any odder 
State.” 

“ What ?” 

“ 1 s’pose, master, dat dis heah State is five thousand five 
hundrtd feet lower down dan any odder, ain’t it, sir ?” 

“ I don’t understand yon.” 

“ I say dis heah is do lowest ob do States, master. I s’pose 
it’s^iw thousand five hundred fed lower dan any odder; 
lower dmnt, ain’t it, master ?” 

“ Yes, it’s very low.” 

This is a good illustration of the child-hke quality common 
in the negroes, and which in him was particularly noticeable, 
notwithstanding the shrewdness of some of his observations. 
Such an apparent mingling of simplicity and cunning, in- 
genuousness and slposs, detracted much from the weight of 
his opinions and purposes in regard to freedom. I could not 
but have a strong doubt if he would keep to his word, if the 
opportunity were allowed him to try his ability to take care 
of himself. * 
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CHAPTER K. 

FROM liOnSUNA THROCOn TEXAS. 

The lar"cst part of the cotton crop of tlie United States is 
now productxl in the Mimssippi valley, incliHliiig Uie lands 
contigaons to its great Sonthem trihuhiry streams, the Ited 
River and otlrers. The j)ro|)ortion of tlie whole crop which is 
producetl in this region is constantly and very rapidly increa- 
sing. This incrwiso is chiefly gained hy Uje forming of new 
plantatioas and the tnui.sfer of slave-laliour westward. The 
common planter of tliis region lives very differently to tluwe 
whose plantations I have hiUa'ito descriU'd. What a very 
different person he is, and what a very different thing )us 
plantation is from the chiss usually visiUsl hy travellers in tho 
South, I hamed hy on eitend«s;l expc-rienco. I proanmo 
myself to have been ordinarily well-informed whtn I started 
from home, Irat up to tins j)ouit in my find journey had no 
correct idea of the condition and cliaractcr of the co mm on cot- 
ton-plantetH. 1 use the word common in reference to the whoh) 
region : there are some small districts in wiiicli tlm eommun 
plauh'r is ‘a rich man — i^nlly rich. But over the whole dis- 
trict there are oomjxiratively few of these, and in this chapter 
I wish to show what the tnmiy are — as I found them. I 
shall draw for this purpose upon a record of exp^^enoe extend- 
ing through nearly twelve mouths, bat oldained in di&nDt 
jonnuys a^ in two difierent years. 

My first oiwervatiuu of the common oottmt-planten 
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had on the steamboat, between Montgomery and Mobile, and 
has alreiuly been dc^seribed. My second experience among 
them was on a «te«iml>oat Ix/und up Ked River. 

On a certain Saturdity morning, when I had determined 
upon the trip, I found tliat two IxMits, the Swamp Fox and 
the St. Charh^, were advertised to leave the same evening, 
for the Red River. 1 went to the levee, and, finding the 
Saint Charles to bo tlie Ixdter of tbe tw^o, I asked her clerk 
if I c^mld <*ngago a Btate-ro^>m. There was just one state- 
r<H:)m Ijerth left unengaged; I was re^piested to j^lace my 
name against its nuinlK*r on tb** j)assi-nger-lMK>k ; and did so, 
understanding that it wfis tlius scx'ured for me. 

iLiving taken leave of my frieiuls I had my luggage 
>)nn!g!it down, and went on b<mnl at lialf-past tliree — the 
boid*l«emg advertise*! to sail at four. Four o cl(K:k [msscd, 
luid freight was still biding taken on — a fire had Ixxui made in 
the furnace, and tlie Ixait s big lioll was nmg. I notice*! tlmt 
the Swam}) Fi)X was also firing up, and tliat her bell rang 
wbenover <»urs did — though she was not advertised to sail till 
five. At length, when five o’clock came, the clerk told me 
he ihougbl, jMThnp, they would not W able to get oflf at all 
that night — then;* wiis so much freight still to come on board. 
Six clock arrived, and he felt certain that, if they did get off 
that night, it would not \yc till very lati\ At haff-{>ast six, 
he said the cmptain iiad not come on kmid yet, and he was 
quite sure they would not be able to get off tliat night. 
I prejjand to return to the hotel, and aakM it tlicy would 
leave in tlio morning. He tliought not. He was confident 
they would not. He was positive they could not leave noWi 
before Monday — Monday noon. Momlay at twelve o clpck— 
I might rely upon it. 

Monday morning, The Picayune stated, editoiially, that 
tiie floating palace, the St. Charles, would leave for Shreva* 
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port, at five o’clock, and if anybody wanted to make a quick 
and luxurious trip up Bed River, with a jolly good soul, Cap- 
tain Lickup was in command. It also statal, in anotlier 
paragraph, that, if any of its friends had any business up Red 
River, Captain Pitohup was a whole-souled veteran in that 
trade, and was going up with that remarkably low draft- 
favourite, the Swamp Fox, to leave at four o’ckx^k tliat 
evening. Both boats were also announced, in the advertising 
columns, to leave at four o'clock. 

As the clerk had said noon, however, I thought there might 
have been a misprint in the newspaper announcements, and 
so went on board the St. Charles again before twelve. The 
clerk informed mo tliat the newspa[)er was right — they had 
finally concluded not to sail till four o'clock. liefore four, I 
returned again, and the boat again fircsd up, and rang her 
bell. So did the Swamp Fox. Neither, Ijowever, was quite 
ready to leave at four o'clock. Not quite ready at five. Even 
at six~not yet quite ready. At seven, the fires having 
burned out in the furnace, and the stevedores liaving gone 
away, leaving a quantity of freight yet on tlie dock, without 
advising this time with the clerk, I had my baggage re-trans- 
ferred to the hotel. 

A similar performance was repeated on Tuesday. 

On Wednesday, I found tlie hearth I had engagcnl occupied 
by a very strong man, who was not ver)' polite), when I in- 
formed him that I believeil there was some mistake — that the 
berth he was using had been engaged to me. I went to the 
derk, who said that h^ was sorry, but tliat, as 1 had not stayed 
on board at night, and had not paid for the berth, he had not 
been sure that I should go, and he had, therefore, given it to 
the gentleman who now had it in posseesiou, and whom, be 
thought, it would not be beet to try to reason out of it. He 
was v^ busy, he observed, because the boat was going to 
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start at four 'o'clock ; if I would now pay him the price of 
passage, he would do the best he could for me. When he had 
time to examine, ho could probably put me in some othmr 
state-room, perhaps quite as good a one as that I had lost. 
Meanwhile ho kindly offered me the temjioraiy use of his 
private state-room. I inquired if it was quite certain that 
the boot would get off at four ; for I had bwn asked to dine 
witli a iHond, at tliree o’clock. There was not the smallest 
doubt of it— at four they would leave. They were all ready, 
at that moment, and only waited till four, because the agent 
had advertised that they would — ^rderely a technical point of 
honour. 

But, by some error of calculation, I suppose, she didn’t go 
at four. Nor at five. Nor at six. 

At seven o’clock, the Swamp Fox and the St. Charles were 
l)oth.di6cliarging dense smoko from their chimneys, blowing 
steam, and ringing U.>lls. It was ubvions that each was 
makhig every exertion to get ofl' before the other. The cap- 
tains of both boats stood at tlie break of the hurricane deck, 
apparently waiting in great impatience for^the mails to come 
on board. 

The St. Charles was crowded with passengmrs, and her 
decks were piled high with freight. Bnmboatmen, alx>ut the 
bows, were offering Hhells, and oranges, mid bananas; and 
newsboys, and peddlers, and tract distributors, were squeezing 
about with their wares among the passengers. I had oonfi- 
denoe in their instinct ; there had been no such numbers of 
them the previous evenings, and I mode up my mind, althott^ 
past seven o’clock, that the St. Charles would not let her fires 
go down again. 

Among the peddlers there were two of “ cheap literature,” 
and among their yellow covers, each had two or three copies 
of the cheap edition (pamphlet) of “ Uncle Tmn’s Cabin.” Th^ 
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did not cry it out as they did the otlier books they liad, but 
held it forth among others, so its title could be 8c*eii. One of 
them told me he carritxl it Ikk^uso gentlemen often inquinnl 
for it, and he sold a good miiny ; at least tlirt^^^ wpies were 
sold to |>assenger8 on tlie boat. Another young man, who 
looked like a beneficiary of iho Ednwition Society, endmvour- 
ing to |)a8S a college vacation in a nsidiil and j)n>fitable nmn- 
ner, was |)eddling a Bible Defence of Slaven% which he matlo 
eloquent appeals, in the manner of a pastoml visit, to us, 
each personally, to piirclmse. He said it was [>rej>anHl by a 
clergyman of Kentucky, and eveiy slaveholder ought to j>os- 
sess it When he eame to m<*, 1 told him that 1 omifd no 
slaves, and tlierefore had no occasion for it. answered 
that the world was Iwdbre me, and I [KTluips yet might own 
many of them. I replieil so dwidaily that I should m»t, that 
he appejinHl t4» l)e mitisfic^l tliat my conscieiw wonhl not nm\ 
the book, and turned lack again to a man sitting W«ido me, 
who had refuscAl to look at it. He now urged again 

that he should do so, and forced it into Ins hands, ojjcn at the 
title-page, on which wtis a vignettes reprcjsenting a cirtde of 
coloured gentlemen and ladi<», sitting amund a fire-plaoc} with 
a white jierson standing Jx^hind tlaom, like a servant, rt^ling 
from a Ijook. “ Hero wc see the African ’race as it is in 

America, under the blessed ” 

Now you go to hell ! Tve told you three times I didn’t 
want your book. If you bring it here again 111 throw it 
overlxjard. I own niggers ; and I calculate to own more of 
’em, if I can get env I <}un’t want any damn’d preacliin’ 
about it.” 

That was the last I saw of the book-peddlar. 

It was twenty minutes after fieven when the captain ol> 
sejTcd — scanning the levee in ©very direction, to see if there 
watt another cart or carriage coming towards ns— ** JSo 
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miting any longer, I reckon ; throw off, Mr. Heady.” (The 
Swamp Fox did not leave, I afterwards heard, till the follow- 
ing Saturday.) 

We backed out, winded round head up, and as wo began to 
breast the current a dozen of Uie negro boat-liands, standing 
on the freight, piled up ou the low forecastle, began to sing, 
waving hats and liandkercbieis, and sliirts lashed to poles, 
towards the people who stood on the stems of tlie steamboahs 
at the levtie. After losuig a few lines, I copied literally into 
my noto-book : 

“ Yc W‘0 tU m liottt way Jihmd. 

Oalioioliiwu. 

Do Kao CharU’* ii* ‘oni, cloy mua go Whine. 

(J MO. — Oaht j 0 »hi t; u, 

wUr «ji ckh, my ttUr Ikt oj> ; pointing to tho 

fnnutwis - 

Olio. — (khotohien. 

Dtn '« kinun* nol'n hwt fat ami roffutn. 

C HO. — Oaktiohu'U. 

Oh, we i» gwiue ttf) Jo Red River, oh ! 

Cmo.— O alioiohifU. 

Oh, w«.' muA jMirt from you thilt a&ho'. 

Oahoiifhieu. 

Give iny Inh to Dinali, oh ! 

Cmc». — t hilicticdiiiu. 

For we ia gwiiie up de EcmI River. 

Cut »hieu. 

Ycj«t wo ii gwine tip do Ritl River. 

Clio.- Oalioiohieu. 

Oil, wo rntiit jairt from you dah, oh. 

Clio.— (^hoiohieu." 

The wit introduced into these songs has, I suspect, been 
rather over estimated 

As soon as the song was ended, 1 went into the cabin to 
Remind the clerk to obtain a berth for me. I found two 
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kritHant lQppe^teUk!0 tim «)id« kogtib of tiba kmg 
oakin, and a file of men atanding on aaeii ride of koth of thi^^ 
ready to take seate aa aooo aa the rignal «aa gircai. 

liie olork was in hia room, with two other mno, and ap- 
peared to 1 k> more occa|»ed Unm 'erer. Hia manner waa, I 
thonglif, now rather cool, not to aay rode; and ho vmj 
diatinctly inionm^d mo that every berth waa ocenpied, and he 
didn’t know where 1 waa to alwp. He jndged I waa able to 
take care of ; and if I wan not, he waa qnite anre that 
he had too mueh to do to give all hix time to my unndllance. 
I then went to the commander, and told him that I tiionght 
myself eutitUxl to a lierth. I had paid for one, and should 
not have taken pasmgo in the boat, if it liad not l>e«'n pro- 
mised me. I was not di-^posed to tight for it, particularly as 
the gentleman occupying the Iwrth engaged to me was a dad 
bigger fellow than I, and also carried a bigger knife ; but 1 
thought the clerk was accountable to me fur a lierth, and I 
begged that he would iufonn liim eo. lie replied tliat the 
clerk prulttbly knew his busiuecH ; he had nothing to do witii 
it ; and walked away from me. I then addremed myself to a 
second clerk, or sub-officer of some denomination, who more 
good-naturedly informed me that half the company were in 
the same coiKlition as myseli^ and 1 ncedn'C be alarmed, cots 
would be provided for us. 

As I saw that the supper-table waa likely to bo crowded, I 
asked if tliere would bo a second table. “ Yes, they’ll ke»*p 
on catiii’ till they all get through.” I walked tim dock till I 
saw those who haddaicn first seated at the table coining out ; 
then going in, I fiinnd the table still crowded, while many 
stood waiting to take seats w tost as any were vacated. 1 
obtained one for myself at length, and bad no sooner oooupie'l 
it than two holf-inboxicatad and ^unmlous men took the a^l- 
joining stools. 
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It wui OMT nhui o’olodc be^ tttUa» wm daanei 
away» immdyud^ly aileimrds tlia waltoro began to rig ft 
framework for ileeping^oots in their plaee. Them cote were 
simply canvas shidven, five feet and a half long, two wide, 
and less than two fed apart, perpendicnlarly. A waiter, 
whoso good will I had purchased at the gtipper-table, gave 
me a hint to secure one of them for myself, as soon as they 
were erictc^fl, hy jiutting my hat in it. I did so, and aaw 
that others did the same. I cliose a cot as near as possible 
to tlio midship do^tirs of thc^ cabin, i>t*rceivin^; that there was 
not likely to he the best jnissible air, after all the passengers 
WiTe laid up for the night, in Uiis compact manner. 

Nearly as fast as the cots were ready thi*y were occupied. 
To make sure that mine was not stolen from me, T ako, 
witliotit much unditiismg, laid mystdf away, A single blanket 
WiiH riie only Ud-clnJiing pn»vidcd. 1 had not lain long, 
Ixfore 1 was driven, by an exmilingly offeiLsive smell, to 
W‘arch for a oloarn'r neighk^urlnxd ; but I found all the a>t8, 
fore and aft, were either occu]>iid or engaged. I immediately 
returutd, and that I might have a (Urnier nMori^ left my 
shawl in that I had tirst obtained. 

In the fonvard [Xirt of the cabin tliero was a lai*, a stove, a 
table, and a pluciird <d forbidding smoking, gtimbiing, 
and sw’ckring in Uie cabin, and a cleise comjHUiy of drinkers, 
smokers, oanl-jdayers, and constant swe^irers. I went out, 
md Htcpixd down to tlm boiler-dexjk. The lK>at Lad Wn 
providid with veiy' poor w<xxl, and the firemen were crowding 
it inbi tlio fumaci^ whenever* they could find room for it, 
(hiving smaller sticks betwwn the larger ones at the top, by 
a battmng-rain method. 

Most of the firemen were Irish bom ; one with whom I 
conversed was English. He said they were divided into thneo 
watches, each woridug fear hours at a time, and all handf 
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liable to be called, when wooding, or landing, or taking on 
freight, to assiat the deck hands. They were paid now but 
thirty dollars a montli — ordinarily forty, and sometimes sixty 
— andboar<i. He was a sailor bred. This boat-life was Imnler 
than seafaring, hnt the pay was better, and the trips were 
short. The regular thing was to make two trips, and then 
lay up for a spree. It would lie too hard upon a man, he 
thought, to pursue it regularly : two trips “ on end ” was as 
much as a man could stand. He nmst then take a “ refresh- 
ment.” ^Yorking this way f<w three* wi>eks, and then refresh- 
ing for abtmt one, he did not think it was nnljcalthy, no more 
BO than ordinary seafaring. He c«>nclnded, by infoming me 
that the most striking j)eculiarity of tlie Imsiness was, that it 
kept a man. notwithstanding whole.'fale j»eriodicjil refr(>8hment, 
very dry. He was of opinion that after the infonuatitm I 
had obtaiiud, if I gave him at Iwwt the price of a single 
drink, and some tolaoco, it wouhl be characteri-stic of a 
gentleman. 

Going round l)ehind the furnace, I found a largo quantity 
of freight : hogsheads, barrels, cases, bales, boxes, nail-rods, 
roUs of Ieath<*r, ploughs, cotton, lale-rope, and fire-wood, all 
thrown together in the most confused manner, with hot 
steam-pipes, and {>art8 of tlie engine crossing through it. 
As I explored further aft, I found negroes lying asle<i*p, in all 
postures, upon the freight. A single group only, of five or 
ax, appeared to be awake, and as I drew near they com- 
menced to sing a Methodist hymn, not loudly, as negroes 
generally do, but, .as it seemed to me, with a good deal of 
tenderness and feeling ; a few white people — men, women, 
and cliildren — were lying here and there, among the negnsje. 
Altogether, I learned we liad two hundred of Iheae deck 
paswngers, black and white. A stove, Iw wliich they c^iuld 
fry bacon, was the only furuitoro provid^ (or them 
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■ boat. They carried with them their prorisiona for the voyage, 
and had their choioe of the freight for beds, 

Aa I cHtue to the bows again, and was about to ascend to 
the cabin, two men came down, one of whom I recognized to 
have b('«*u my cot neighbour. “Where’s a budeet?" said 
he. “ By thunder ! this fellow was so strong I ootdd not 
sleep bj’ him, so I stumped him to come down and wadi his 
feet.” “ I am much ubhged to yon,” said I ; and I was, very 
much ; the man had licen Ijing in the cot beneath mine, to 
which 1 now returind and soon fell asleep. 

1 awoke alxnit midnight. There was an nnnsnal jar in the 
l»oat, and an evident excitement among peojile whom I could 
hear talking on deck. 1 n)lltsl ttut of my cot, and stepped 
out on the gallery. Tlie steamlxiat Kimball was running 
head -tuid -head with us, and s>f close that one might Imre 
jumjkri i-jisily £tt)m om paddle-lwx on to her guards. A few 
other {MWfStngers had tunieil out beside ffijnelf, and most of 
the waiters were leaning on the rail of the gallery. Occa- 
sional) v a f»-w words of lionter paastsl l»etwet'U them and the 
waiters of the Kimball ; Isdow, the firemen were shouting as 
they crowded the furnaces, and some one ajiild bo heard 
cheering them : “ Shove her up, boys ! Shove her up ! Give 
her bell ! " “ She’s got to hold a conversation with us before 
she gets by, anyhow,” said ouo of the negroes. “ Yo bar 
that ar’ whistlin’ ?” said a white man ; “ tell ye thar an’t any 
too much water in her bilers when ye bar that.” I laughed 
aiiently, but was not without a slight expectant sensation, 
which Burke would perliaps Imve called sublime At length 
the Kimlnll alowiy drew ahead, crossed our Imw, and the 
contest was grven up. “Ud ole lady loo heavy,” said a 
waiter ; “ if I could pitch a few ton of dat ar freight off 
bow, I'd U't de Kimball would be askin’ her to show do way, 
Jaighty quick." 
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At half-past four o’clock a hand-bell was rang in the itsabin, 
and soon t^nrards 1 was informed that I mnst get up, that 
the servants might remove the cot arrangement, and clear 
the cabin for the breakfast-table. 

Breakfast was not ready till half-past seven. Tlie passen- 
gers, one set after another, and tlien the pilots, clerks, mates, 
and engineers, and tlien the free coloured [leople, and then the 
waiters, chambermaids, and iiassengers’ body servants, having 
breakfasted, the tables were cleared, and th(t cabin swept. 
The tables were then again kid for dimiei'. Thus the grwter 
part of the cabin was constantly occupi«l, and the passengers 
who had no state-rooms were driven to herd in the nciuity of 
the card- tables and the bar, tlie lobby (Social Hall, I believe 
it is called), in which most of the paswmgers’ baggage was 
de]K)sitt<l, or to go outside. Every part of the l)out, except 
the bleak hurricane dwk, was crowded ; and so krge a 
numkr of e<|ual]y uncomfortable and disagrc<«ble pt>o{ile I 
think I never sjiw cls*;where together. We made verj- alow 
progress, binding, it seeuns to me, after we imfr^rcd Itiver, 
at every “ Ixnd,” ‘‘ bottom,” “ bayou,” “ point." and “ planta- 
tion ” that came in sight ; often fur no other object than to 
roll ont a IattcI of flour, or a keg of nails ; sometimea merely 
to fumisL newKjjaixirH to a wealtliy planter', who had much 
cotton to send to nuuhet, and whom it was therefore daurable 
to please. 

I was sitting one day on the forward gallery, watchmg a 
pair of ducks, that were altornately flnating on the river, and 
frying farther ahead, as the steamer apjmnche^d tluun. A 
man standing near me drew a long barrelled and very frnely- 
frnished pistol tnm his coat pocket, and, resting it ogaiost a 
stanchion, took aim at them. They wete, 1 judged, full the 
boat’s own length — not Um than two hundred foet—'froiB us, 
and were just xaisiug tlwar wings to fry, when ho find. One 
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of them only tom ; the other flapped round and round, and 
when within ten yards of the boat, dived. The bullet had 
broken its wing. So remarkable a shot excited, of coarse, 
not a little admiration and conversation. Half a dozen other 
men standing near at once drew pistols or revolvers from 
under their clothing, and several were fired at floating 
chip, or obj<K5ts on the shore. I saw no more remark- 
able shooting, however; and that the duck should have 
been hit at sudh a distance, was gtmerally considered a piece 
of luck. A imui who hatl been “ in the Itangers said that 
all his CA)mpajiy could put a ball into a tlie size of a 
man’s body, at sixty paces, at every shot, with Colt s army 
revolver, not taking steady aim, but filing at the jerk of the 
ami. 

This pistol episode was almost the only entertainment in 
whith the {Missengcrs engageil theniselvt^s, except aiting, 
drinking, smoking, conversation, and card-playing. Gam- 
bling was constantly going on, day ruid night. 1 don’t think 
there was an intemiption to it of fifteen minutes in three 
days. Tlie convemition was almost exclusively eoufmed to 
the topics of steamlwiats, liquors, cards, black-land, red-land, 
bottom-land, timl>er-hind, warrants, and locations, sugar, cot- 
ton, com, and negriH?B, 

Altor the first night, I preferred to sleep on the tranks in 
the soc ial hall, rather ihiui among tlie exits in tlie crowded 
cabin, luid s<n*eml others did tlie same. There wer in fact, 
not cots enough for all the passengers excludetl from the 
state-rooms. 1 fomid that some, and I presume most of the 
passengers, by making the clerk Ixdieve that they would 
otherwise take the Swamp Fox, had obtained their jiasaage at 
considerably less price tlian I had pid. 

On the tliird day, just after the dinner-bell liad nmg, and 
most of the {laasengers had gone into the cabin, 1 was sitting 
von. n t A 
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alone on the gallery, reading a pamphlet, when a well-dressed 
middle-aged man accosted me. 

Is that the book they call Uncle Tom’s Cabin, yon are 
reading, sir ?” 

‘*No, sir.” 

“ I did not know but it was ; I Bce that there are tw’o or 
three gentlemen on Ixmixl Unit have got it. I supiMjsct I 
might have got it in New Orleans : I wish I had. Have you 
ever it, sir ?” 

“ Yes, sir.” 

** I’m told it shows up Slavery in very high colours.” 

Yes, sir. it shows the evils of Slavery very strongly.” 

He t<M>k a cliair mnir me, and wtid that, if it represented 
extreme cases as if they wtTe genend, it was not tiir. 

Perceiving tlmt he was disjtostd to diiH?u.H« the math?!, I 
said that I was a Northt^ni man, and perimps not well able to 
judge; but that I thought that a certain degree' of cruelty 
was neet^ssarv' to make shive-hdour generally profitable, mi 
that not nnujy were disjsjsed to he inort* s<*verc than they 
thought I Ixdiev^xl there* vras little wanton cmeUy, 

He answered, Unit N<irtlieni men were much mistafem in sup- 
jKMing Unit sl^yes were gcuemily Ul-troabd. He was a mer- 
chant. but he ownal a plantation, and ha just wisbed I could 
see his negr^MM, ** Why, sir,” he continued, ** my niggers’ 
children all go regularly to a Sunday-mdiool, just Uia same as 
my own, and Imni verncs, and caUxhism, and hymns. Every 
one of my gn>wn-up niggere aa^ pious, every one of tlicm, 
and memlxjrs of the^hurcb. IVe got ait old mail that can 
pray weH, sir, I only wish I had as good a gift at pray- 

ing ! I wish you a>uld just hf^ him pmy. There are eases 
in which niggers are liadly used ; but they are not txmunoa. 
There are Icuke everywhere. You have men, at the North* 
who whip their wivea~«aiid they kill them aometimai/' 



MCISUXJL 


856 


“ Certainly, we bsTe, gir ; tibere are plenty of bmtee at the 
North ; but our law, you must remember, does not compel 
women to submit themselves to their j)ower. A wife, cruelly 
tmited, am (wcape from her husband, and can compel him to 
li^ive her suljKktonee, and to cease from doing her hanu, A 
woman a)iJd defend kmelf against her huslmnd s cruelty, 
and the kw would sustain her.’* 

It would not k* «af«* to receive negroes’ testimony agjiinst 
white iK<»ple; they would k always plotting against tlieir 
masti*r>!, if yon did.” 

“ ^Vives are not always plotting against their huslands.” 
Iluhkind and wife is a very ditl'ereut tiling from master 
and slave.” 

** Your remark, that a bad man might whip his wife, sug- 
gested an analogy, sir.” 

kw was lo forbid whipping altogether, tlie autho- 
rity of tlu‘ mashT would lie at an end.” 

And if y^m allow liail men to own slaves, and allow them 
to w!ii|) them, uii 1 deny tlie ^kve the privilege of re^?isting 
cruolh^ do you not show tliat you think it is necessary to 
jKTOiit enielty, in order to sustaiii the authority of maskers, 
in general, over their slaves? Tliat is, you establish cruelty 
as a neoc*SHilY of i^kvcr)' — do you not?” 

“ No more than of marriage, because men may whip their 
wives cruelly/’ 

“ Excuse* me, sir; the kw does all it can, to pit>:ent such 
cruelty lietwc^fii husband and wife ; between maskr and skve 
it d<xj8 not, bcamse it cannot, without weaken^ die necech 
sary authority of the master — ^that k, withJI destroying 
Skvery. It is, therefore, a fair argument against Skvery, to 
show bow cruelly this necessity, of gustainiug the authority of 
cruel and passionate men over their slaves, sometimes ojierates/* 

He asked what it was Uncle Tom ** tried to make out/* 

2 A 2 
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I ujarrated the Red River episode, and tasked if such tliings 
could not possibly occur. 

** Yes/' replieil he, but very rarely. I don't know a 
man, in my jyarish, tliat could do such a tiling. There arc 

two men, though, in , liad enough to do it, I k?lievo ; 

but it isn't a likely story, at all In the first place, no coloured 
woman would be likely to offer any resistance, if a wliite man 
ahoTild want to seduce her.*’ 

After furtlier conversation, he said, that a ]>lantcr hail l>t¥»n 
trial for injuring one of his negnn.^, at the court in his imrish, 
the prt^Hling summer. He liiul hiul a favourih*, among his 
girls, and suspecting that she was unduly kind to one of his 
men, in an ang<‘r of Jialousy he iiintilatid him. There was 
not sufficient t^wtimony to convict him ; “ but/' he said, 
** everylMxly k'liev<^ he was guilty, and ought to have ksm 
punishf*<l. Nokxly thinks there was any g^xd rciison for his 
kdng j(*alous of the l»oy." 

I D uiarkisl that this story' com>l)onit<d “ Unde Tom's 
ralaii/' it showed tliat it was all [xwsible. 

‘"Ah!" he answend, “but then noluxly Would have ahy 
resjKxrt for a man that tmibd his niggers cruelly.” 

I womlcrotl, ns I went into fliniier, and glance*! at the long 
r>ws Kuriy faa^s, how many men then* were there whos<! 
passions would k much nsdmined by the fear of hjaiiig the 
res]i€ct of their neighlioars.* 

My original prirjiowi hml bfxvn to go high up Ral Bmr at 
this time, bt^the irm^ delay in the lioat s Imving New Orleans*, 
and her slo*{iassage, obliged me to diange my plans. The 

* John </f Ri'wmrkt, » *b(tri*|»0|S«rr, iakl, m tli« 

tf( (tmKfiiiirjr th« inform! ibviHiiiMtl#) : •* W^kit frls* Irafliaa 

ta»Vra*i ? Ttw k‘iiiwk(ia, tW nmiMKliMi tiw 

m>m e mvtrijv/ m iwX-'/jy /nr* im^ «i AoNf mmkr f Wllo 
-/ $ider <r dimjUiir to m*ch wwinlm f* 
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following year, I retnmed, in company with my brother, as 
nnmitol in “ The Texas Journey.” Some portion of what 
fi»llowB is tak(?n from tliat volume. 

At a pkce callt^l Alexandria, our progreaa was arrested by 
falls in the river which cannot lie passcsd by lx>at« at low stages 
of tlie wat4*r. The villa ‘jre is every bit a Southern one — all 
the houstsB l»C‘ing one story in height, and Imving an open 
verandah Is'forc? ih^n, like the English towns in the West 
It c<»ntHnis, usually, about 1,000 inliabitants, but 
this Hiuniner had l>een entirely depopuliihHi by the yellow 
fewr. Oi 30i) who reinainwl, 120, we were h>ld, di<xl. Most 
<>f the runaway citizinis had retnmcsl, when we paased, though 
the hist case of fever wjis still in uncertain progress. 

It hjis ajjpannitly not the h^t reputation for morality. 
At Naehit<K hes, th<- next village ah>ve on the river, a couple 
of men were waiting for their hn^kfast at the inn, w’^hen one, 
who l(Kikt'<l and H|)oke more like a New Englander tlmn a 
Southerner, stiid to the other, whom 1 presumed to bo an 
AlexiOidriaii — jxiHHihly Elder Slocum himseh; — 

“ 1 had a high fdd dn.*am, last night*' 

What wjis it ?” 

“ Drwuut I was in helL” 

Rough eounliy’ 

lioggy—snlphur Ix^ga. By and by I cum to a great pair 
of (hxirs. SonietJiing kimler drew me right to 'em, and I had to 
ojK*n 'em, and go in. As soon as 1 got in, the d(xin4 slammed 
to, kthind me, and there I see old boss devil lying asleep, on 
a itnl-hoi sofy. He woke up, and nibl>ed his oyce, and when 
he see me, he says, ‘ Halhxi ! tlmt you ?' ‘ Ym, sir,’ says I. 
‘ Where'd you come from ?' says he. ^ From Alexamlria, sir/ 
says I. ‘ Thought so/ says he, and he took down a big btx>k, 
and wrote something in to't with a red«hot spike, * Well, sir, 
what's going on now in Alexandria ?* says he, * Having a 
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“protracted meeting” there, sir,* says L ‘Look here, my 
friend,* sap he, ‘ yon may skip lyin’, now you’ve got here/ 
‘I aint lyin’, sir,' mys I. ‘Oh!’ savH he, ‘1 ktg your 
j)ardon ; I thought it was Alexandria on Ihxl Eiver, you 
meant.’ ‘So it was,’ «ay« I, ‘and they are having a pro- 
tiaeted meeting there, sore as you’re alive/ ‘ Ih’ll they are !* 
says he, jumpin’ riglit up ; ‘ lxn% bring iiiy lx:K>tH !’ A little 
blaok devil fetched him a pair of hot l>ra«i^ l>oots, and he lK»gan 
to draw Vm on. ‘ \Vhos<i doin’ in tlmt ?’ myn he. * Elder 
6it»cum’s, sir,’ says 1. ‘ Elder Skamms ! Why in hell 

couldn't you liave said so, kfore?’ says he. ‘ lit re, lx>v, take 
away these lMX»tM and he kicked ’em off, and laid down again/’ 

French hUnxl rather pretkunimikiH in the jiojfulatitui in the 
vicinity of Nachitocln^K, but there in al?«» a «*<>nsidenibJe amount 
of th(‘ Spanish and Intlmn nuaigrel brt^ed. Thw* are often 
hantlsome jxxtjde, but vapiltomk, almost to a man. Scmrccdy 
any of them havt* miy regukr tn'cripafion, uulesii it tie friat of 
herding cattle ; hut they rai#a‘ a little maize, iumI fwh a little, 
and hunt a little, and smoke and lounge a great dc?*il, and 
very* regular in their attcmdance on divine worship, at tlie 
ciitlaxlral. 

In the public Imr-room I heard a pemm, who I fupjxw 
Would claim the apjiellation of a gentleman, namiting how 
he had overreached a political oppment, in stcuring tJs^ 
“Sjjankh vote ” at an eh^diun, and it appand fmm the con- 
verKstiiun tliat it was considmd entin ly. and fta a matter (‘f 
muraf% piircbasiible liy tlie highest litdder. A man who 
would purchase voto»%t the North, would, at hmirt, careful 
not to mentioii it ho publicly. 

We sf)eiit seveiul days in NachiU^ehea, purcbming boiws 
and c^mapleting the preparotioim for our fugrant life in 

One mild day of our stay we made a trip of tail or 
miles out and badc^ at the invitaticm of a plititaWt wtaoee 
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jicsqimmtanee we had made at the hotel. We started in good 
season, but were not long in losing our way and getting upon 
obscure roads through tiie woods. Tlie planter’s residence we 
did not find, but one day e expc^rienee is worth a note. 

We rode on from ten o’clock till three, witliout seeing a 
hous<% except a deserted cabin, or meeting a human lieing. 
We then ctimo upon a ferry across a small stn^m or 
“ bayou/’ near whir*h was a collection of aibins. We asked 
the old negro who tended the feiTy if we could get something 
to eat unywhen? in the ncighbourlKKxl. He replied that hi« 
master soim times took in InivcllerK, and we had l»etter call 
and try if the mistaiss wouldn’t let us have some dinner. 

The house was a small mjiuire log cabin, with a broad open 
slusl or |>uiZ7n in front, and a chimney, iniido of sticks and 
mud, leuuing against one end. A smaller detached cabin, 
twenty fe^ I in the rttar, was u%d for a kitchen. A cistern 
under a roof, and (sdheting water fmm three roots, stood be- 
twwn. I'he water from the Imyou was not fit to drink, nor 
is tbe wab r of tlie Keil River, or of any 8j,>ringH in this region. 
The jsxiple dejHUid entirely tm cisterns for drinking water. 
It is very little white folks nml, however — milk, whisky, and, 
with the Ixdter class, ilordeanx wne, being the more common 
beveragf^. 

Al>ont Urn house was a large yard, in which were two or 
tliree China tiws, and two fine Cherokee roses ; half a dozen 
hounds ; Si‘veml negro Iwihiefl ; turkeys and chickens, and a 
pet sow, Usaching a fine litter of pigs how to root and wallow. 
Three hundred yards from the house was a ^-house and 
stable, and in the interval between were two rows of comforte 
able negro calling. Itetween the bouse and the cabins waa a 
large {>ost, on which was a bell to call the negroes. A mek 
for fosteniug horses stood near it. On the bell-post and oR 
each of the rack^posts were nailed the antlers of a hndk, as 
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well m on a" large oak-trt>e near by. On the log« of the 
kitchen a fresh deer-skiii was drying. On tlio railing of tlie 
piazza lay a saddle. The house had but one door and no 
window, nor was there a j>ane of gliisa on the plantation. 

Entering the houne, we fomwl it to contain but a single 
room, about twenty feet by sixteen. Of tliis s[iace one qiuirter 
was i^eoupied by a W — a great four-poeter, \vith the cnulains 
opn. made up in the French style, with a strong fumituro- 
Ciilk'o day-coverlid. A siimller otimp lH?d shxxl Ix^side it. 
These two artich's of funnture nearly tilled tlie house on one 
side the dtK)r. At the other end was a girat log tire-place, 
with a tine fire. The outer d^x^r was left constantly oj>en to 
admit the light. On one side tlie tiro, next tin* d<H>r, waa^a 
table ; a kind of dresser, with cnx*k(*ry, and a bureau stood 
on the other side, and there were two dcx?r-skiu seated chairs 
and one (Comii'ctitmt made) rocking chair. 

A bold-facal, but otherwis<' good-enough-looking woman of 
a youngish middle age, was ironing u sliirt on the table. We 
stated our circumstanct^s, and asked if we could get mme din- 
ner ftom her. She reckoned we could, she said, if we’d w’ait 
till she wus done iioniug. So we waited, taking seats by tlie 
fire, and examining the literature and knick-knacks on the 
mantel-piece. These consisted of three Nachitoclies Chroni- 
cles, a Patent Office Agricultural lleport, Christie’s (ialvanic 
Almanac,” a Bible, “ The Pirate of the Gulf,” a |)owder-hom, 
the sheath of a lx)wie-knife, a whip-ladi, and a tobaoco-pipe. 

Three of the hoimds, a negro child, and a white child, had 
followed us to tlie doorDf the caliin, three cliickens had entered 
before us, a cat and kittens were asleep in the comer of the 
fire-place. By the time we had finished reading the que^ 
advertisements in French of runaway negroes in the Chronieh 
two of the hounds and tlie black child had retired, and a taa- 
ooloured hound, very lean, and badly crippled in one leg, had 
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entered and stood asking permission with his tail to come to 
tlie fire-place. The white child, a frowzy girl of ten, came 
toward ns. I tamed and asked her name. She knitted her 
brows, but made no verlml reply. I tnmed my chair towards 
her, and asked her to come to me. She htmg lier for 
an instant, then tomc4l, mn to the bmind and stmek him a 
Imrd blow in tlie choj^g. The hound qnaikd. She struck 
him again, and he turned half around ; then she began with 
her f<t*t, and kiekod him out, taking lierself after him. 

At h*ngth the woman finislad h -r ironing, and wTnt to the 
kitchen, whence quickly returning, she phiced upon the table 
a plate of cold, salt, fat {x»rk ; a cup of what to loth eye mid 
tongtie s<*emed krd, hut which slie b^mied butter; a jdate of 
v(*rj’ stale, dry, flaky, mic^aceous corn-bread ; a jug of mohiBses, 
and a pitcher of milk. 

** AVell, now it s rtwly, if you *11 eat it/* she said, turning to 
us. ** we’ve got. Sit up. Take some jxme and she 
sat down in the rocker at one end of the tal Jc. Wo t4»<.)k seats 
at tlie other end. 

“Jupiter! wliats the matter with tliis child?” A little 
white child that luul crawitd up into the galhuT, and now to 
my side — fltishod iiice, and wheezing like a high-pressure 
steanilioat. 

“ Got the croup, I reckon,” answered the woman. “ Take 
some ’las8<^.” 

The child crawhd into the room. With the aid of a band 
it stixd up and walkal nuind to its mother. 

“ Howr long lias it beem going on that way askal we, 

“Well, it’s lx*en going on some days, now, and keeps 
getting worse. ^Tw’as right had last night, in the night, 
llockoned I should lose it, one spell. Take some butter.** 

We were quite faint with hunger when we rode up, but 
didn*t eat much of the com-cake and pork. The woman, and 
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the hi#!fh~pro5«mre child mi «till wkI watched o», md wo aat 
stil! and did our Wt, iiiakiuj^ much of the milk. 

Have YOU had a jdjVHieiiui to me tliat child aakod my 
bsTother, drawinj:^ back bin chair. 

She liad m>t. 

‘‘ Will you t'i>me to me, my dciir ?** 

The child came to him, he felt itn pnlne and {)atte<l ite 
hot foreheiul, lookai down ita thrmit, and leaned his air on 
its chtist. 

Are you a di>ctor, sir 
*‘Yes, madam.” 

Hot some fever, hasn’t it ?” 

Yes.” 

*• N(»t nigh 80 much iLs’t had last night,” 

Hav(‘ you done anything for it ?” 

** Well, thar was a gentleman lu^n* ; he told me iJ(» 
and sugar would he good ford, and I pive it a gi»»Kl di*<il id 
tlait : made it .sick, it did. I thought, prhiifWi, that would 
do it g<s>d.” 

Yt*s. You have had something like this in your finnily 
befon*, haven’t you ? You don’t much «darm<<L” 

‘*()h yes, air; that ar one fjiointing the fn»w*Y girl, 
wliose name was Angeliim) had it two or three — onat 
most as liad as this. All my chihlrcui liave liad it« la she 
hmh dmiorr * 

Y('s. I Klionld say this wa« a very aerioua thing/' 

'' Have yon any mcsiieine in the hotwe ?” lie aaked, aftijr 
the wmmn laid r<rturne3 from a ^pumey to the Idteiien, She 
opems.! a drawer of the bureau, half full of patent medkiucs 
and some comimm dmga, “Tliere’a a wlicde Imp o* truck 
in thar, I don’t know what it all k Wliatovcar you want 
just help yourselh I can't read writin' ; you mmi it 
out.” 
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finch fig were uvaikljle were taken ont and giTen to the 
motJier, with directions about admmistering them, which ghe 
pnnnised to oV»y. “ But the first and most important thing 
for yo!i to do is to shut the door, and make up the fire, and 
put the child h) betl, and try to keep this wind off her/' 

‘‘ Dm! ! sir, you can’t keep Aer in lied—ghe's too wild/' 

“ Well, you must put soiiio more clothes on her. Wrap 
her 11JK and try to ke<*p her wann. The verj’ best thing you 
can do lor ht*r is to give her a warm hath. Have you not got 
a washing tub ?” 

** Oh ! ym, sir, I win do that. She’ll go to bed pretty 
( arly ; she’s us<‘d to going ’twc^em sundown imd dark/' 

Well, give her the wann bitli, then, and if she gets worse 
K(‘nd for H physician immaliatoly. You mu>t Ixi very careful 
(»f h»*r, umditin/’ 

Wt* wjilkctl to the stal>le, and as the horsiti had not finished 
eating tlieir cora, I lounged about the quarters, and talked 
with the negro. 

I’here was not a single soul in the quarters or in sight of 
tfie iiotise except our>wdves, the woman tuid her children, and 
tlu' old negro. The negro wonnui must have taken their 
sucklings vvitli them, if they liad any, to the field w^here they 
wt‘re at wo.k. 

The old man said tliey had “ton or eleven field-hands, 
such as they wtis/’ and his master would sell sixty to seventy 
UigH of cel km; liesides which they made all the com and 
pork they wanted, and something over, and raked some 
cattle. 

We found otir way back to the town only late in the even- 
ing. We Imd ridden most of the day o\ 6 r heavily-timbered, 
nearly flat, rich bottom land. It is of very great fertility ; 
but, being subject to overflow, k not very attodfive, in spite 
of its proximity to a market. 
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But it must be remembered that they were having tlio first 
us© of a very fine alluvial soil, and were subject to floods and 
fevers. The yellow fever or cholera anothc^r ycjir might kill 
half their negroes, or a flood of the Ibd Kiver (such as 
occurreii August, 1849, and OcttdnT, 1851) dt^stroy their 
whole crop, and so use up several years' profits. 

A slate hung in the j»ia7ffli, with the namt's of all the 
cotton-pickers, and tlie quantity picktd the last picking day 
bv (m*h. thus: (Wge, 152; Diivid, 15U; Polly, 9S ; Ilumm, 
9() ; Little (iorge, 52, etc. The wh»>le numlxr hands noU«l 
was fourtmi. ProUihly there were over twenty slaves, big 
and little, on the plantation. 

When our hunsw w’ere rt‘ady, \V(j paid the negro for taking 
car© of them, and I went in and asktd the wonnoi what 1 
might {MiV her. 

“ What !” she asktd, l<»»»king in my face m if angry. 

I feared she was offended by my ofbring money for her 
hospitality, and put the questi(»n again as delicately am I 
could. 8h(‘ continued her sullen giiy.4» at me for a moment, 
and then answered as if the wonla liatl laiUiod out of 
her by a Tombs lawyer — 

“Dollar, I reckon.'* 

“ WTuit !" thought I, but handed her tlie sihw. 

Hiding out at tlur hurs let down for us by the i4ti negro, wo 
wondered if the child would U? living twenty-fioir hours kt4)r, 
and if it survived, what its moral clmnc<’ft tvere. PiK>r, 
W6 thought. Five miles from a ii<’ighk>ur; teu, pmbaWy, 
from a Louisiana* achool ; hound-pupa and negroofi for 
playmates. 

• TIm^ ko-ljr th»i lirici otit of 

DirMw S:,b''«oib i& L,mniaiMi (<» kisifW htm' t# 

»«Mi wriit; tn«^n«yr*4Hl that in mm jairiili, of 

twelve diUrrvnt dim;W<n wait to » t«s»cli«r s wfciikate. 
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On the Emigrant Road into Texas . — Five minuteB' ride 
took m into the pines, Nachitoches, and with it all the 
tumult and liother of social civilization, had disappeared. 
Under the pines and beyond them was a new, calm, free life, 
upon which we entered with a glow of enthusiasm, which, how- 
ever, hardly sufficed to light up a whole day of pine shadows, 
and miuiy tinnjs afterwaids glimmered very dull over days 
on days of cold com-l>r(wl and cheerhiss winter prairiec. 

For tw'o ilays, we n>de tlirough these pines over a sandy 
surface*, having little rise and fell, \i*atered here and there by 
small cneks and jK)ntls, wthin rcw*)! of whoso overflow, 
pr<‘miit or \mi, sbind deciduous trees, such as, principally, 
oaks and (‘«»tton-W(»ods, in a firmer and richer soil. Wherever 
the ixmd or a]»proaches these spots, there is or lias 

usually a plantation, 

Tho road amid luinlly be calhd a road. It was only a way 
wlico^ pa)plo had pass4*<l along iM^fore. Each man had taken 
such a path as suital him, turning aside to avoid, on Iiigh 
ground, tljc sand ; on low grtmnd, the mud. We chosf*, gene- 
nilly, the nntrtMblen eListic pavement of pine lotives, at a little 
tlistana* £r«»ni tlie maiii tmck. 

We overOK^k, sevi^nil times in the course of each day, tlie 
slow cinigouit trains, feu which this n>ad, though less fro- 
queut«d than yi*ars ago, is still a chief thoroughfare. Inex- 
4»mble di?stiny it neinm that drags or drives on, always West- 
ward, thc'se toilwom Several femilies weie frequently 

moving bigether, coming from the same district, or chance 
met and joiual, for comj^y, on the long road from Alabama, 
Georgia, (»r the ('tm)!inas. Before you come upon them you 
hmr, ringing thn)Ugh the woods, tJio fierce cries and blows 
with which they urge on their jaded cattle. Thmi the sfarag* 
glers apjamr, kun dogs or feinting negroes, ragged and spirit- 
less. An old granny, hauling on, by the hand^ a weak boy~ 
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too old to ride and too yotmp to keep up. An old man, 
heavily loadoil, vnih a rifle. Tlien the white ewers of the 
waggons, jerking up and down as tliey mount over n root or 
plunge into a nit, disappearing, one after another, whore the 
rood dtm'ends. Then tlie active and cheery prime negro(3s, 
not yet exhausted, with a joke and a suggestion aljout tolmeco. 
Then the black pickininnies, staring, in a eoiiftwd hmp, out 
at the biude of the waggon, more and more of tlieir evoi to ho 
made out among the table legs and kxlding, as you get m^ir ; 
behind them, further in, the old people and young motliers, 
whose turn it is to rule. As you get by, the white mtdher 
and Imhies, fuul the tall, frcnjiiently ilJ-humounxi master, on 
hormduu'k, or walking with his gun. urging uj> the Mack 
driver and his oxen. As a wxmt alieaid, is a ha>ther. or an in- 
telligent slave, with the K*st gun, on the hxA-ont for a deer 
or a turkey. We pissc^l in tlie day pTlui)>s one hundred p r- 
sons attaelnxl t4.) thes4„i tniius, pndxihly an unnsnal munher; 
but the immigmtion this yciir had Iwxu n^tanhxl -ami con*- 
denscxl by the fear of yellow fever, Uie last cme of which, at 
JsachiUK-hes, had indecil Ijegun only the night l^efort^ our 
arrival. Our chances of dangler were comridconxl small, hou*- 
ever, as the hard froste had ali^^ly oune. OoeSf trains 
was made up of tlm^e large waggf)ns, loaded with furniture, 
babies, and invalids, two or thnx? light waggons, and a gang 
of twenty able field-liamls. Tkw travel ten or fifteen mihis a 
day, shipping wberevt^ niglit overtakes them. The masters 
are plainly dreasal, <%n in ln>iin>spiin, kwping their eyc?s* 
aljoui them, noticing tk; soil, sometimes making a rmmA on 
the crop t>y the roadside ; but gciufimLily dogged, surly, and 
silent. The women are mhmt too, frequimtly walking, to re- 
lieve the teams ; and weary, haggard, mud bo-draggldi, fer- 
lorn, and disconsokie, yet k:fieful and careful. The nagices, 
mud-mcrusted, wrapped in old blankata or 
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BTiffcrmg irom ooU, plod on, aimless, hopeless, thoughtless, 
more indifferent, apjmrenily, tlian the oxen, to all about 
them. 

We met, in course of the day, nuizMsrous cotton waggons, 
two or three scmetimes k»gether, drawn by thm) or four j^airs 
of mulcH or oxen, going slowly on toward Nachitoehes or 
Grand l^con;, mch managed by its negro-driver. The load 
IB commonly five bahn (of 400 lbs. cjich), and the cotton 
comes in this ti4iona way, over execrable roads, distances of 
100 and even 150 miles. It is usually Irnukd from the 
eastern tier of Texan eountif?« to tlie Sabine? ; but tliis year 
there had lws}n n<> nm* of wnter in tlie rivenK, and from all this 
region it must lx? carriisl to lied IJiver. The distance from 
the Sabine is hen* aU)ut fifty miles, and the cost of this trans- 
]>ortation alM>ut one cent a pound ; tlie freight from Grand 
hxore to Xew Ork^ans from one to one and a quarter cents. 
If Imukd 150 miles in this way, as w*e w'ert* t<»ld, the profit 
renuiining, after jwiving the chaiges of tnmH{*ortation and 
comiiiis«i»n, all amounting to aKmt five cents, must be ex- 
mxliugly small in ordinary ytars. 

At night we met thnn? or four of these teams half-mired in 
a swamp, dishint some (juarter of a mile one from another, 
and cliwnng theiaselvtiss in tin* dark with prolonged and 
musi<ml ‘‘ Yohoi s,'' stmt ringing Uirough the wxkxIs. We got 
through this with considenible peq)lexity ourselves, and were 
very gkd to see the light of the cabin where we had been 
reoommend«;d to stop. 

This was Mrs. Stokers about half way to the Saline. 
We were received coixiially, every house here expecting to do 
inn-duty, but were allowed to strip and kke care of our own 
horseB, the people by no means expecting to do landlord's 
duty, but taking guests on sufferanca The house vm a 
double log oahin— two log erections, that is, joined by one 
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long roof, learing an open spfico l)etween. A galler)% extend- 
ing across tlie whole front, starves for a jJensiint sitting-itKim 
n snmmer, and for a toilet-room at all mrasons. A bright 
fire was wtdeome. Supper, consisting of jH)rk, frf.’wh and 
salt, cold a)m-bread, and boiled sweet {K)tatoes, \xm 
in a little lean-to K hind the hous<\ After disposing of tliis 
we were shown to oiir nmiiy the other eal>Ln, where we whiled 
away our evening, studying, by die light of tla' gnat fm?, a 
h^>k of lH3i4r stories, and conversing with the ViUing man of 
the fiimily, and a thinl gm*st. The nxun was ojK‘n to the 
ral*tenl, and hail Ix^n n built up only as high as the top of the 
door iijHUi the gallery side, leaving a huge i»[»en triiuigle to 
the nx>f, through which the wind mshed at us with a Hvrce 
BWoc>p, both while we wtue sitting at the tire and afb r we 
retn^tcxl to kxl. Owing ii) this we little, and having 
had a siilt stipjxT, lay vt ry thirsty UfSiii the d(‘<*p fi*ather betL 
Alxjut four oVloc’k an old negro cana* in to liglit the fire. 
Asking him for water, we hinrd him brtiiking the .icc for it 
outside. AVh(*n we wuslatl in the piazzii the wakr was tliick 
with frost, crusty, and hall* inclined not to be used as a fluid 
at all 

After a breakfast, similar in all resj)ect8 to the supper, wo 
saddled and rcxle on again. The horses harl hml a d(»/en ejirs 
of com, night and moraing, with an tdlowance of fodder 
(maize leaves). For this the charge was ^1 20 viwh {Hirsou, 
This is a fair siimple of roadside Htopping-places in Western 
Louisiana and Texas. The meals are absolutely invimable, 
save tliat fr-esli jx)rk and sw'eet iK)tatcxjg are frequently wanting. 
There is always, too, the black decoction of the South called 
coffee, than which it is often difficult to imagine any beverage 
more revolting. The bread is made of com-meal, stirred with 
water and salt, and baked in a kettle covered with coals. 
The com for break&st is frequently unhusked at sunrise. A 
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negro, whone bn^eeB it ie, shells and grinds it in a liand* 
mill for the cook. Should there be any of the loaf left afler 
breakfast, it is given to the traveller, if he wkli it, with a bit 
of jK^rk, for a nyon-** snack,'’ with no further charge. He is 
conmom^ though, in that case, tliat he is robbing tiie hounds, 
always eagerly waiting, and should none rtunain, none c^n be 
had without a new resort to the crib. Wheat bread, if 1 am 
not mistaken, we met with but twice, out of Austin, in our 
whole jouniey across the State. 

Tlio country ^vas xt*ry similar to that paasal over the day 
b(»fon% with prbips rather more of the cultivable l<mm* A 
gcKxl jairt of the land ha<l, at some time, betri ch^sired, but much 
was already timnxl f>vcr to the old-field pim^/’ mnnv of them 
even or mom In fact, a larger area had Immui atmn- 

donecl, Wi* thought, than reraainixl imder cultivation. With 
the land, Uiany cjibins liave, of course, also been des<^rti*d, giving 
tlie n'ad a dmJate air. If you ask, where are tlio f>eople 
tlmt once otxnipicxl tbea>, the universal rejdy is, ** Gone to 
Texas," 

The plantations occur, perhaps, at an average distance of 
tlinx^ or four miles. Most of the remaining inhabitants live 
cbi(*fly, to appearanc<‘!S, by fleecing emigrants. Every shanty 
sells spirits, and takes in travellers. We passed through but 
one village, which (X)nsiste‘d of six dwellings. The finnilies 
obtained tlieir liveliluxKl by the following occupations : one by 
slioeiiig tlie honxis of emigrants ; one by repairing tlie wheels 
of their waggons; one by selling them groceries. The 
smallest ciibin conhiinod a physician. It was not larger than 
a good-sized medicine chest, but had the biggest sign. The 
others advertised ** com and fodder," The prices charged 
for any article sold, or service performed, were enormous ; lull 
one hundnxl per cent, over those of New Orleans. 

We met Simiiards once or twice on the road, and the popu« 

yoL. I. 2 b 
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IntioQ of this district is tlionp;ht to bo ono half of 8{mnish 
origin. Tlioy havo no hons<»« on tho road, lunvovor, but live 
in little hamlets in the fon^st, or in Dibins contiguous to each 
other, ftlsnit a pond. They make no progr*^ in acquiring 
capital of tiudr own, but engage in hunting and fishing, or in 
herding ojittle for larger pnqmetors of the land. For this 
busimias they seem k) have an h(»reditary adaptation, far ex- 
ccdling negroes of equal experience. 

The numlxT of cjittle raistHl here is ik»w c^mijmratively 
small, most of the old herd j>roprietorR having movttl on to 
pastures new in Westeni Texas. The cane, whirh is a natural 
gn>wth of inoft g^cK>d soils at the Soutl), is killi*d if clt»s<dy f«si 
upon. The bhu*-joint gnisa (not tlie bhie-gmss of Kentucky) 
takes its place, and is also indigenous U})on a jwKirer of 
»>ils in this region. This is also goixl fisnl lor nittle, but is 
killed in turn if clos<dy pastured. The gT(»und then Incomes 
ban* or eovernl with slinil-s, and the range ’ is dcstrovai 
The letter <dass of S4>ils here ls*ar hdeniMe crops option, 
hut an" by no iikhiih «*f value oimil to the lu d liiver kdkims 
or the new soils of any J^art of Texas. I’hi* country is, 
fore, here in similar condition to that of the Easlexn Slave 
States. The improvements which the inhabitants have sue- 
iO-ediJ in making in tlie way of clmring the forwt, fc^tcing 
and tilling the land, building dwellings, Itanis, and iiiacbinery, 
making romls and laidges, and intnxliieing the institutioii« of 
dvilization, nf»t conq^eiisating in value the deterioiation in 
the prodnetiveneas of the soil. The exhausted land reverta to 
wilderness. 

EaM^rn Texm . — Sliortly after noon min began to fcfl ftw 
the chilly clouds that had lieen tJirciitining ns, and sleet and 
snow were m>on diidng in our feces, thir aninmltt weft dia* 
ixsied to flinch, but we wcjro dispomsl to deep in Texa% and 
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ptishod on iMsroas the Sfibme. We found u«e for ail our wraps, 
and wln^n we readied tlie ferr} -house our Mackintoshes were 
like a coat of niail with Uie stiff* ice, and tre« and fields were 
covered* la the brtMwl river botUim we noticed many a^juatic 
bir<Is, Mid the browsinj^ line under the dense rmm cd* trees 
was almost as clean cut as that of Busliy Park. The river, 
at its low sta^t% was only tliree or four rods a^^ross. The old 
m*^To who ferrH^l us over, told us he liad tak**n many a miin 
U) Uie other side, Udore annexation* who had ridden his horse 
Iiard to h'vond the jiirLsdiciion of the States. 

If we \v(*re nufortuiuiU; in this stonnv entrance into Texas, 
we w'cre very fi»rtimiit<j in the quarters we lighted upon. 
The ferry has long In en kiiovni as (lainess Ferry*, hut is now 
tlie profHTty of Jlr. Slmther, an adjacent jiliuiier, originally 
fn>fli Mississippi, Ijt u st^ttlor of long standing. His log- 
hous4> had twt> stories, and Ixhng tin? first we had m^ t having 
glass windows, and the second, I think, with any windows at 
all. tnkijs high rank for comfort on the road. At supper we 
had eapiia! ma!laid*ducks from the river, as well as the usual 
Texan diet. 

We were defiiimd by the ^verity of the weather during 
the fi»Ilowing day, and w'ere well eiitertiiineil with huntsman’s 
stories of huakes, game, and crack shots. Mr. S. himself is 
the Ixjrft shot in tlie county. A rival, who liad oncci a match 
against liiin lor two thousand dollarn, called the day before 
the trial, and [mid five hundred dollars to wutndraw. He 
brought out his rifle for us, and placed a bullet, at one 
humh'r*d and twenty yanls, [dump in the Bjxit agreed upon. 
His pi<K!e is an old Kentucky rifle, weighing fourteen pounds, 
barrel fourty-four inches in length, and throwing a ball 
weighing forty-four to the pound. 

A guwt, wlio came in, helped us to pass the day by ex- 
citing our^ airtid[mtiouB of the West, and by his free and 

2 B 2 
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good advice. He ooulirmod atones wo bwl heanl of tlio 
danger to shivery in the West by the fraternizing of the 
blacks with the Mexicans. They htdjied them in all their 
bad habits, married them, stole a living from tliem, and nm 
them off ever}" day to Mexico. This man had driven stage's 
or henhd aittle in evt'ry state of the Union, and hud a notion 
that he liktxl the j>eo|de juid the state of Alalwima Ix^tter than 
any other. A man would get on ikster, lie thought, in Iowa, 
tlian anrii’here els<\ He had Ix^cn stage-driver in lllimns 
during tlie txdd winter of lSol-2, and had driven a whole 
day when the inenmrv was at its fniihi'st Im-Iow zero, but had 
never sufl'ertil m mueli from (Hdd as on his j»n*Hent trip, 
during a norther on a Western j)niiri(\ He was now return- 
ing from Alexandria, wliere he had takni a small drove of 
horses. Ib,' cautioned us, in travelling, ahuiys to our 
horses fed with our oini eyes, aial to hang an>und ” them 
till they had made sun* of a tedenible allowance, and never to 
leave anything |K)rtable wilJiin sight of a iirgro. ‘ A atray 
blanket was a mire 

Mr. S. has two pLinbitions, l»oth on upland, but one undn^r 
the care of an overseer, some miles from the riv( r. Tlie soil 
he considers excellent. He averagHl, last y^ar, nifwen and a 
half Uihjs to the hand ; this year, ft>ur and a lialf lii4h‘s. Tlio 
iisnal crop of com here is thirty bn.Hhels (Mhelli'^l ) to the aerr?. 

Ibiiring him ctir»:f the iieighfs>uring |WKir people for sktd- 
ing bogs, we inqnind if tliievi*s were m iroubletsime here as 
in the older countriia. • If there ever were any hog*thievoi 
anywhen»,” rniid he, “ it « heitr.” In IWd, no slavt^ country, 
new or old, is firse from this exas{)f»ratiug |H?«t of jssir whites. 
In his neighlMuirlKKid were Bev«*nil who ostensibly liml a little 
patch of land to attend to, but who rmlly, he said, derived 
their whole lazy guljsistence from tlieir richer neighbonis* 
drorm. 
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Tho negpo-qiMtrtere here, scattered irregularly about the 
houj«;, were of the worst descriptiou, though as good as local 
custom rwinires. They are but a rough inclotrare of logs, ten 
feet square, without windows, covered by slalis of liewn wood 
four ft'ct long. The great chinks are stopped with whatevar 
has come to hand — a wfid of cotton here, and a com-shuck 
there. The suffering from cdld within them in such weather 
i« we eXji<Tieuc<d, must Is; great. Tiie diiy before, we had 
sis n a young hlju;k girl, of twelve or fourteen years, sitting 
c'l a pile of logs U'fore a hons<; we passed, in a driving sleet, 
Inning for her only garment a short elicmise. It is impoe- 
sihlc tt) say wi^cther such »ltijtlimu»8 was tlie liinlt of the 
nmstcr or of tlie girl. I'robahly of Ijoth, and a pari of the 
]sculiar Suitlieni and South-wi'stem system of “get along,” 
till ft consul U tter wiwther. 

llie stonu eontimiing a thinl day, we rode through it 
twenty-five miles further to Sjiu Augustine. For some 
dktanoe the country n-mains us in Louisiana. Then the 
jams gradiuilly ilisjipjKsr, and a heavy clay soil, staineel by 
an oxido of iron to a uniform brick rwl, Ix'gins. It makes 
most (iisagreiablf nauls, sticking close, and giving an indelible 
sUiin to every artieh; that hmehes it. This tract is known as 
tlie Ued lauiJs of East«*m Texas. 

On a plantation not far from the river, we learned they 
had made eight IsiIch to the hand. Mentioning it, after- 
wards, to n man who knew the place, he said they had 
planted mrlier tluin tlieir neighliours, and worked night and 
day, and. he lalieved, had lied, besides. They had sent 
cotton Kith by Galveston and by Grand Ecore, and had found 
the cost the same, about per bale of 500 Ibu. 

We called at a pknfation offered for sale. It was de- 
scribed in the Imnd-hills as having a fine house. We found 
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it a cabin without windows. The proprietor said ho had 
made ten bales to the hand, and would soli with all the im- 
proTements, a new gin-house, press, etc., for ^(5 |ier acre. 

The roadside, though free from the ghsim of pines, did 
not cheer up, the niuulier of deserted wrecks of phuitations 
not at all diminishing. The occupied cabins were no better 
' than before. We had entered our promised land ; but the 
oil and honey of gladness and peace were nowhere risible. 
The people we met were the mo.st sturdily iinpuHitive I ever 
saw. Nothing staggered them, and wo found our account 
in making a clean brwwt of it as soon as they appronclu-d. 

We rode through the shire-town, Milam, witliout noticing 
it. Its buildings, all told, are six in number. 

We pas.sed several immigrant trains in motion, in spite of 
the wetither. Their a.spect was tnilv j)itiful. Sj^Lushtsl with 
a new coating of red mud, dripping, and staggering, Ixating 
still the Imes of their long worn-out cattle, tlaw lluundered 
helplessly on. 

San Augustine made no very charming iinprcs.<ion as wi* 
entered, nor did we find any striking improvement on longer 
acqnaintance. It is a town of perhaps fifty or si^ty houses, 
and half a dozen shops. Most of the last front n{)on a 
central square acre of neglected mud. Tlio dwellings are 
clap-lx>arded, and of a much higher class than tlie plantation 
dwellings. As to the people, a resident told us there was 
but one man in the town that was not in the c<uistant habit 
of getting drunk, and*that tliis gentlcnutn relaxed his Puri- 
tanic severity during our stay in view of the fact that Christ- 
mas came but once that year. 

Late on Christmas eve, wo were invited to the window by 
our landlady, to see the pleasant local custom of The Christ 
mas Serenade. A bond of pleasant spirits started from the 
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square, blowing tin boms, and beating tin pans, and Tuited 
in succession every house in the village, kicking in doors, 
and pulling down fences, until eveary male member of the 
fimiily had ap|)eared, with appropriate instruments, and 
joined the mcTry party. Tl»ey tiien marched to the square, 
and ended the cc-remony with a centupled tin row. In this 
toncliing commemoration, as strangers, we were not urged to 
participate. 

A gentleman of the neighbourhood, addicted, as we knew, 
to a partiality towards a Kip Van Winkle, tavern-lounging 
style of living, told us be wius himself regarded by many of 
bis ueighl.>oura with an evil eye, on accoimt of bis “ stuck- 
up” d<-|Kniment, and his habit of minding too sirictly bis 
own business. He bad been candidate for representative, 
au*l had, he thoug'nt, prolmbly l)e«'n defeated on this ground, 
as he wfis snr<‘ his jwlitics were right. 

Not far from the village’ stands an edifice, which, haring 
three stories and sa-slusl windows, at once attracted our 
attention. On iiiqnirv, we learned a sf'>rv, curiously il- 
lustrative of Te.xan and human life. It ujijKared that two 
universities were cliartered for San Augustine, the one under 
the protection of the Methodists, the other of the Pr^by- 
teriiiiiS. The country Iteing feebly settled, the supply of 
students was short, and great was the consequent rivalry 
lK>twecn tile institutions. The neighbouring people took 
sides upon the suljjoot so earnestly, that, one fine day, the 
president of the Preshj'terian University Wiis shot down in 
the street. After this, both dwindled, and seeing death ly 
starvation staring them in the fece, they made an arrange- 
ment by which both were taken under charge of the 
ternity of Masons. The buildings are now used under the 
style of “ The Masonic Institute,” the one for boys, the other 
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for girls. The bo3rs occupy only the third story, and the 
two lower stories are tailing to ludioroiis decay — the boarding 
dropping off, and the windows on all sides dashed in. 

The Mexican habitations of which San Augustine was 
once composed, have all disappeared. We could not find 
even a trace of them. 




